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Courageous Channel is back 
by Patrick Forrest 

Are you NEO?Neoclassical? 
N eo-Darwinist? Neoconservative? 
Neon lighting? Surely you know, 
NEO means Non-Combatant 
Evacuation Operations, i.e., an 
orderly plan to remove noncomba­
tants from areas of danger to areas 
of greater safety, i.e., getting out 
while the getting is good. If you 
don'tknow, that is why we have 
"Exercise Courageous Channel," a 
semi-annual exercise to practice 
local noncombatant emergency 
operations and assembly point 
procedures. 

According to FED NEO 
Warden Gilbert Chong, "the impor­
tance of Courageous Channel is 
making sure NEOs are ready. 
They're supposed to keep a 72-
hour bag." But what's the chance of 
a real evacuation, 3%? "Maybe it's 
a 2% chance. But if you ignore this 
chance to prepare, you're not really 
playing with a full deck," Chong 
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There's something about a man in uniform. 
"Enlisted guys were trying to figure out who I 
was." said NEO Warden Gilben Chong about the 
whole BDU thing. 

reasons. "It' s a complicated process. 
Tfwedon'tdo it right, bad things 
happen." 

Mr. Chong ( ofthe Office of 
Counsel), Mr. Jae Park (IMO) and 
Mr. Po tang Bhramayana (Construc­
tion Division) took part in Coura­
geous Channel at Hannam Village, 
March 23-25. "We were part of the 
team that manned the evacuation 
reporting center's Comfort Station. 
We fed soldiers by getting food from 
the chow halls." Participants simu­
lated the firstfourofthe five steps in 
the NEO process: alert, assembly, 
relocation, evacuation, safe haven 
and repatriation. Twenty-five lucky 

NEOs actually were evacuated/sent 
on a shopping trip to Japan. 

At Hannam Village in­
processing, "70-80 people showed 
up." The exercise took place mostly 
in the Chapel Annex area, which is 
one ofSeoul' s Evacuation Control 
Centers (ECC), along with 
Yongsan'sCollierFieldHouseand 
K 16 's gym. FED Resident Offices 
would report to their local ECCs 
listed in USFK Pamphlet 600-300, 
Appendix B-1. Chong suggests, 
"next time, itmightbeagood idea to 
check other evacuation centers." 

ECC stations included: 
Reception- for security searches, 
situation briefings, medical screenings 
and registration organizing 
Registration-for showing identifi­
cation and evacuation eligibility, 
obtaining tracking bracelets, and 
assignment of movement priority 
Transportation-for turning in 
inventory sheets, car and house keys, 
organizing for transportation, assign­
ing billeting and vital life support, and 
preparing travel manifests 
Comfort-for food, lodging and 
chaplain support if needed 
Medical- for emergency care, 
medical screening and medical 
evacuation 
Veterinary-for pet screening and 
holding 
Mask Training-for learning to use 
agasmask 
And more! 

(Continued 011 page 5) 
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FroiD the CoiDinander 

COLGregory Kuhr 

1 would like to dedicate this 
Commander's article to all of the 
terrificemployeesofFED. Every 
day, I become more and more 

convinced that FED has the 
hardest working and most profes­
sional workforce on the peninsula. 
You should take pride in the fact 
that with over 400 active engi­
neering and construction projects 
total ing over $400M, you provide 
an indispensable service to US 
Forces Korea. Remember- you 
are part of the world 's best 
engineering organization, the 
Corps ofEngineers. Of the 
Corps' 41 Districts, FED has the 

best safety record, the lowest 
MCA design costs and the 
absolute best workforce. There 
is no agency that can match the 
dedication, professionalism and 
selfless service of each and every 
FED employee. Thank you for 
what you do everyday and keep 
up the great work! 

COLKuhr 

ESSA YONS! 

Check out the Far East District web she at Http://www.pof.usace.army.mil 
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Safety/OccupationalHealth 
What's In It For Me? 

by Ralph Youins 

Having completed the United 
States Anny Safety Internship 
Program less than a year ago, I 
tend to reflect back, quite often, on 
the various subjects discussed 
during the formal classroom­
training portion. One of the many 
topics we discussed was how to 
promote safety in such a way that 
people willingly buy into it, in cor­
porate it, and embrace it in their 

transported by ambulance at a cost 
of four-hundred dollars. The 
employee had to have surgery for 
his injuries, which cost ten thou­
sand dollars, plus he had to remain 
in the hospital for forty-five days at 
acostoffour-hundred-and-fifty­
fivedollarsaday. Remember, we 
are sti 11 paying our employee his 
salary of fifty dollars an hour or one 
hundred and twenty dollars a day 
or more, or two-thousand-and­
four-hundred do liars a month. 

I almost forgot, the vehicle 

How Much Does an Accident Cost? 

Individual/Item Cost Per Day Cost Per Week 

Injured Mechanic 
Ambulance 
Surgery 
Hospital Cost 
New Mechanic Training 
Pay for New Mechanic 
Loss of Husband/Father 

$ 120.00 $600.00 
$400.00 

$10,000.00 
$455.00 

$80.00 

Loss of Customer Satisfaction 
GRAND TOTAL - $ 

$2,275.00 
$5,000.00 

$400.00 
Priceless 
Priceless 

daily lives, on andoffthejob. Out 
of all the various techniques we 
discussed the one I gravitate to is 
the"What's In It For Me" method. 
This particular method covers two 
things that are near and dear to all 
ofus, family and money. Let's 
look hypothetically at what hap­
pens when there is an accident. 

One of our employees, a 
mechanic, who receives a salary of 
fifty dollars an hour, has been 
involved in a traffic accident while 
driving a government (FED) vehicle 
and had to be rushed to the 
hospital. The individual was 

the employee was driving was 
totaled and has to be replaced at a 
cost ofthirty-six thousand dollars. 
We train another person to replace 
our mechanic at a cost often 
thousand dollars, which takes two 
months. Duringthetwo-month 
period, we pay our trainee ten 
dollars an hour or eighty dollars a 
day, four-hundred dollars a week 
or sixteen-hundred dollars a month. 
During our new mechanic training 
period, we also have lost the use of 
a vehicle and have had to reduce 
supporting our customers, who are 
not at all happy with us. Did I 

mention that the injured mechanic is 
married with two small children 
who constantly ask their mother, 
who is feeling like a single parent, 
Where'sDaddy? Finally,aftertwo 
and a half months, our new me­
chanic has completed his training 
and the old mechanic is out of the 
hospital recuperating at home (still 
being paid) for the next several 
weeks. Guess who paid for this 
accident? That's right, we paid for 
it. How much did we pay? Let's 
do the math: 

Total 

$3,600.00 (6 weeks) 
$400.00 

$10,000.00 
$ 13,650.00 (6 weeks) 
$ 10,000.00 (2 weeks) 

$3,200.00 (8 weeks) 
Priceless! 
Priceless! 

$40,850.00 

How do we, in clueing our injured 
mechanic, pay for this accident? 
With our tax dollars of course. 
Believe me, I can think ofbetter 
things to do with my share of the 
pot. So the next time you feel like 
overlooking safety, ask yourself 
this: " Ifi overlook safety, what's 
in it for me?" 
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The Deputy's Word 

Anothercontingencyexercise 
is complete. TheJCS exercise 
Reception, Staging, OnwardMove­
mentand Integration (RSOI) 2001, 
finished on 26 April200 1. The Far 
EastDistrictparticipated from the 
FEDOperationCenterinTaeguand 
through liaison officers(LNO) 
working with theservicesand higher 
headquarters. We were able to 
exerciseourcontingencycommand 
and control fimctionsand provide 
engineering expertise as needed. 

We successfully integrated 
ournewContingency Response Unit 
(CRU) members into theFEDOC 
staff. CRUofficersfilledtheS2 
(Intelligence), S3 (Operations and 
Plans) and S4 (Logistics) staff 
positions, augmented by FED 
emergency essential civilians(EEC). 
WealsoplacedtwoCRUofficersat 
the USFKRCEM and the Second 
ROKArmy(SROKA)engineercell. 
These experienced reserve soldiers 
performed well and helped FED 
completeitsexerciseobjectives. We 
look forward to buildingastrongteam 
with them as theyreturnannuallyfor 
this exercise. 

One of our LNO teams, 
MAJ Richard Byrd and SSG Carl 
Lindsay, obtainedhelicoptersupport 
inconductingreconnaissanceof 
selected critical construction projects 
on US installations throughout Korea 

by LTC Charles Markham 
Deputy Commander 

Through theirwork, they confirmed, 
denied or adapted the planned 
projectsfortherespectiveowning 
service. This greateffortprovided 
irnportant"ground truth" and realism 
to these planned projects. In 
addition, MAJPete Helmlingerand 
SSG Tootooalii Polu worked with 
EUSA, MAJ John Eisenhauer, CPT 
Mike Derosier and SFCDean Davis 
linked with CFC/USFK, CPT 
Randall Wheeler supported the 
Naval Forces and SFC James 
McManus and SSG Michael Martin 
worked with the 7th US Air Force. 

Anotherverysuccessful 
effortwas byourTheaterConstruc­
tionManagement System (TCMS) 
team from Engineering Division. Led 
by Mr. Bob Kiehm, this team of 
engineer designers and cost estima­
tors converted TCMS designed 
projects to the metric system, began 
populating a local, Koreanmaterial 
data base and found ways to 
substitute local buildings and con­
crete culverts for expensive TCMS 
designs. The TCMS team included 
Pak, Un-yong, Choe, Yong-to, Yu, 
Chae-hwang, Yi, Chun-ki and 0 , 
Song-hun. 

As a district, we also 
providedthePacificOceanDivision 
with a vehicle to train its Emergency 
OperationsCenter(EOC)foran 
upcomingFieldForceEngineering 
testbed exercise in Thailand. FED 
provided information and reports to 
testtheircommandandcontrol 
fimctions and TCMS design projects 
to testoursisterdistricts' contingency 

design teams. Our communication 
linkage was testeddailyto include 
secure telephones, fax and Tele­
engineeringsupport. Overall, it was a 
good shake down oftheir systems as 
they prepare for the test bed 
exercise, Cobra Gold in May. 

Our FED EM and EEC 
personnelperfonnedadmirablyduring 
theexerciseasusual. LTCBobFoster 
andPatCrayscoordinatedandexecuted 
asuperbtrainingeventMr. Ken Pickler 
provided great logistical and 
transportationsupporttbroughout, with 
Mr. Choe, Myong-choeas a great bus 
driver. Dave Honbo and Jae Pak 
workedhardtokeepuscommunicating 
internally and externally. Larry Drape 
and Ed Cho provided outstanding 
personnelsupportandplay. JerryGiefer 
and Dave Wilson reliablyprovided the 
staff with timely reports and briefings. 
ThankstoourLNOstooinrepresenting 
FED in a professional manner and 
providingexpertengineersupport. 

Westillhavealotofwork 
to do in documenting and organizing 
for contingency operations, however, 
we made some good progress during 
this exercise. Ournex t opportunity is 
cominginAugust, with exercise Ulchi 
FocusLens2001. Asalways,build 
forpeace, but think war! 

As always, thinkandact 
safely. OurannualSafetyDayis 
corning up on 23 May. I look 
forward to seeing you all there. 
SafetyisanEveryday Affair! 

Serving the District and you! 
LTC Charles Markham 
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..........-_A_ rbor Day pla&~~~or~!a!!c~the 33 

The Engineering Sen ice Branch dedicates a 
persimmon tree to the late civil engineer. Mr. 
Chong. Mong-Dong. who served in the branch 
from 1976-1999. From left to right: Mr. 
James Chin; Mr. Yi. Chun-Ki; Mr. An. Kyu­
Son: Mr. Choe. Yong-To: Mr. Kim, Pyung 
Sop: Mr. Yang. Yun-Chol; Mr. Song. Pack­
Chae. Mr. Kim. Sung-Uk: Mr. Choe. Kyu-Yun: 
Mr. Roben Kiehm and Mr. Gil Kim. 

by Parrick Fon·es1 

trees lost over the past year to 
storms, deliberate cutting and 
construction. Each division or staff 
office dedicated at least one tree. 
Types of trees included Rose of 
Sharon, Persimmon, Prune, 
Jujuba, Japanese Maple, Minia­
ture Juniper, Ginkgo, and other 
shrubs. 

Mr. J. Sterling Morton of 
Nebraska started the first Arbor 
Day in 1872. That year, he 
organized the planting of one 
million trees across the young 
state, which was then a treeless 

LTC Charles Markham, plain. Morton said, "the cultivation 
FED Deputy Commander, pro- of trees is the cultivation ofthe 
nounced AprilS, "a beautiful good, the beautiful, and the 
spring morning ... to do some ennobling in man." Arbor Day 
planting. I think the compound is today is observed in many 
looking nice." This Arbor Day, countries, including Korea. To 
FED team members,joined by celebrate, all we need do is plant 

East Gate Edition 

HAPPY EASTER! 

Flashback to the Korean War: With a fuzzy 
bunny and a helmet fu ll of goodies, Marine 
Cpl. Daniel T. Hany tells the story of the 
Easter Bunny to kids fTom the Pohang 
Orphanage. The Korea Overseas lnfonna­
tion Service cites the deeds of Christians 
during and after the war as one of the five 
main reasons the faith has boomed here. 
Today, over one-third of Koreans are 
Christian. Happy Easter! 
(Pict11re: 11ww.koreachildren.org) 

Happy April 15? f 
"The income tax has made I iars 
outofmoreAmericansthangolf." 

their compound co-tenants, a tree - our gift to future - Will Rogers 

planted some 50 trees all across generations. Holes pre-dug in the "The avoidance of taxes is the only 
our T ongdaemun turf. The event, ground were the FED grounds intellectual pursuit that carries any 
organizedbyFacilityManagerTae keeping staffsgifttous. reward." - Jo!lu May11ard Key11es 

--------------------------....... , Intaxication (n.) Euphoria at 
Courageous Channel gettingataxrefund,whichlasts 

(Cominued from page I) 

When you process, making like a 
lump moving down an assembly 
line is a real NEO No-No. NEOs 
havedefm.ite responsibilities. You 
should stay alert and follow 
instructions from NEO personnel. 
Stay together as a family. Keep 
control ofyourall-importantNEO 
kit and packet. Disregard rumors. 
Report security concerns to NEO 
personnel. Letothersknowifyou 
have problems or special needs. 
Remain calm and flexible. 

According to the US 
Embassy, "under a worst case 
scenario, armed conflict, warning 

time and the period to prepare for 
evacuation may only be a matter 
ofhours. You must be constantly 
prepared and ready to start 
processing within a matter of 
minutes." To be accepted for 
relocation and evacuation, you 
must present poof of citizenship 
or resident status or ties to the 
United States. This may be 
accomplished through passports, 
military or US IDs, birth 
certificates, marriage licenses, 
naturalization certificates or alien 
registration cards. Beyond that 
requirement, your NEO kit 

until you realize it was your money 
I to start with.(Quotes fTom Ta.morld.org) 

should contain ... well, you 
probablywon't read this laundry 
list right now. But here it is for 
when you make your NEO 
Packet. .. 

First, you need DD Form 
133 7 (Authorization for Emer­
gency Pay and Allowances); DD 
Form2461 (Authorization for 
Emergency Evacuation Advance 
& Allotment Payment for DoD 
Civilian Employee's) or AF Form 
1143 (Authorization&Record 
Emergency Payment to 

(Co111i1111ed 011 page 12) 
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Buddha's fi~.!~,!,~day bash 
~--~~ VVhowasBuddha? ~~._ 

No one may know exactly 
how old Buddha is, but the e ighth 
day of the fourth lunar month (Apri I 
30, this year) is still his birthday. 
The "Feast ofLanterns" is cel­
ebrated across Korea with rites 
honoring the Enlightened One, 
chants and processions of paper 
lotus lanterns. Traditionally, the 
govenunent releases prisoners on 
this day. The lantern procession and 
t 'apdori, literally "circlingthe 
pagoda," derive from the Festival of 
Eight Vows (P 'algwanhoe), a 
Buddhist and state rite honoring the 
Celestial King and five famous 
mountains and rivers. Prayers are 
said for enlightenment and well­
being for the fami ly. On Buddha's 
birthday colorful paper lanterns, 
often bearing believers ' names and 
prayers, are hung throughout the 
temple. Prayers are chanted all day. 
When dusk settles, the lanterns are 
lit. 

fi'om MSN Eucarta 

Buddha (563?-483?BC), 
was an Indian philosopher and 
founder ofBhuddbism, bom in 
Lumbini, Nepal. He was the son of 
the head of a warrior caste, with the 
private name ofSiddhartha. The 
title Buddha, means "Enlightened 
One." He married at an early age 
and participated in the worldly life 
of the court. Buddha found his 
carefree, self-indulgent existence 
dull, and afteraw hile, lefthome in 
search of enlightenment. One day in 
533 BC, according to tradition, he 
encountered an aged man, a sick 
man, and a corpse. He suddenly, 
deeply realized that suffering is the 
common lot ofhumankind. Then he 
came upon a poor monk, calm and 
serene, whereupon he determined 
to adopt his way of! ife and forsake 
family, wealth, and power in the 
quest for truth. Buddhists celebrate 
this decision, known as the Great 
Renunciation, as a turningpointin 
history. 

Buddha first investigated 
Hinduism, but was repelled by its 
caste system. He continued his 
search, attracting then losing five 
followers. About528 BC, while 
s itting under a tree, he experienced 
the Great Enlightenment, which 
revealed the way of salvation from 
suffering. Shortly afterward he 
preached his first sermon, the text 
of which exists. This contains the 
gistofBuddhism. Many scholars 
regard it as comparable, in its tone 
of moral elevation and historical 
importance, to Jesus Christ' s 
Sermon on the Mount. 

The five disciples rejoined 

Main Buddha of Sokkuram Cave, Gyeongju, 
considered among the world's most beautiful. 

Buddha. They traveled the Ganges 
River valley, teaching his doctrines, 
gathering followers, and establishing 
monasteries that admitted anyone 
regardless of caste. He returned 
briefly to his native town and 
converted his father, his wife, and 
otherfamj}y members to his beliefs. 
After45 years of missionary 
activity Buddha died in Nepal, from 
eating contaminated pork. He was 
about 80 years old. 

Buddha was one ofthe 
greatest human beings, a man of 
noble character, penetrating vision, 
warm compassion, and profound 
thought. Not only did he establish a 
great new religion, but his revolt 
against Hindu practices deeply 
influenced Hinduism itself His 
logical thinking and rejection of 
metaphysical speculation intro­
duced an important scientific strain 
in Asian thought. Buddha's teach­
ings have influenced millions of 
people for nearly 2500 years. 
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Engineer Tech Gets his Kicks as Champion Taekwondo Ref 
hy Patrick Forrest 

Don't mess with Mr. Kim, 
Hwa-Ryong, Engineer Technician in 
the Far East District Design Branch. 
His 22 years at FED are a brief spell 
compared to his experience with 
taekwondo, Korean karate, which 
he has practiced since he was eleven 
years old. He is a Korean karate 
master(7'h Dan Black Belt: "dan" 
means level, and his black belt is 
quite unliketheonearound your 
trousers). Kim is also a world­
renowned referee, making two or 
three trips a year, around the world. 
From February 28 to March 4, he 
was in Las Vegas to judge the US 
Open Taekwondo Championships, 
and was one of only two officials 
who won the Referees' A ward. Last 
year, he refereed the World Cup in 
Lyon, France. In July, Mr. Kim 
journeys to Ho Chi Minh City 
(Saigon) for the International Viet­
nam Championships. 

Taekwondo means literally, 

Mr. Kim with US Open Referees' Award. 

"way of defending yourself with 
hands and feet. " Kim disputes the 
common notion that modem 
taekwondo is influenced by Japanese 
karate, introduced during the Japa-

nese occupation of 1910-45. sport. "Do" means "way." 
"Taekwondo is only Korean Taekwondo is, thus, a way oflife. 

with no Japanese influence. Karate is Students make the following oath: 
70% hands, 30% feet, while • I shall observe the principles of 
taekwondo is 70% kicking, 30% taekwondo. 
hands," says Kim. • I shall respect the instructor and all 

Kim starts the Final Match, Women's 
Welterweight Category, 2001 U.S. Open 
Taekwondo Championship. Las Vegas. Chinese 
Ta ipei (le fi) de feated Denmark. 

Mr. Gregg London, an 
American with a black belt in 
taekwondo, writes that, "after World 
War II, when Korea became 
independent, several kwans [martial 
arts forms] arose .... In the 
beginning of 1957, several Korean 
martial arts masters adopted the 
name" taekwondo." South Korean 
General Choi Hong-hi required the 
South Korean Army to train 
"taekwondo", making the first 
taekwondo students Korean 
soldiers. 

Kim said he stumbled across 
the sport as a boy looking for a gym. 

"My mother approved, 
which was good. Korean mothers 
are usually against their children 
getting hurt", Kim said. 

Most Korean kids today 
encounter at least a little taekwondo. 
But in Kim's youth, practice was 
rare for kids. He competed for 
years, winning numerous high­
school-level championships in the 
'70s. After years of competition, a 
friend suggested he test and train to 
become a referee. That was over 15 
years ago. Taekwondo is more than a 

senior ranks . 
• I shall never misuse taekwondo. 
• I shall be a champion of freedom 

and justice. 
• I shall build a more peaceful world. 
In light of such promises, are referees 
even needed? Of course! 

"Two years ago a Danish 
competitor died here in Korea," said 
Kim. But, Kim says he has only seen 
true "dirty play" about three times. 
Infractions include grabbing, pushing, 
and punching the face. Punching an 
opponent's face is not allowed, 
surprisingly. Taekwondo is character­
ized by fast, high, spinning kicks much 
more than by punches. The only 
weapons are bare feet and hands. 
The sport is powerful to do and 
spectacular to see. 

Kim scrutinizes the Final Match. Women's 
Middleweight Category. 2001 U.S. Open 
Taekwondo Championship. Las Vegas. USA 
(lefi) defeated Cuba. 

Kim believes taking the Olym­
pic referees' course was a big cata­
lyst to his popularity as a referee. In 
February 2000, he refereed at the 
International Taekwondo Champion­
ships in Honolulu. Kim is also Chief 
ofthe I ntemational Relations Depart­
mentofthe Technical Committee of 
the Korea Taekwondo Association 
(KTA). Thesport'smainAmerican 

(COIItillued 0 11 page /0) 



East Gate Edition -8- Apri/2001 I 

by Patrick Fan·est 

Engineer recalls Japanese 
Mr. Maxwell Kim remembers 

the dreaded Kenpeitai, Imperial 
Japanese military police, strutting 
armmd Seoul, with their ceremonial 
swords dangling. Geotech 's Section 
Chiefoffoundation Design and 
Laboratory was born inKaesong, 
that unfortunate city, once in South 
Korea, but now in the North. In 
1934, of course there was no North 
or South,justJapanese-occupied 
Korea. His family first came to Seoul 
when Maxwell was around six years 
old. 

Maxwell Kim knows he's lucky. 

Max spent first through third 
grades in Japanese-regime schools. 
The Korean language was not 
a llowed in class. He sti ll knows some 
Japanese, despite the decades it has 
been. " I remember learning Japanese 
in school. One day I realized I'm 
Korean, not Japanese." 

To show the greatness of 
Japan 's "Co-Prosperity Sphere" or 
Empire, " they gave us primary school 
kids each a ball made from Malaysia 
rubber." Partly for its rubber, Japan 
had conquered British Malaya. 
Kim 'sold school building stillstands 
near Duk Sung University, notihof 
Pagoda Park. He never saw the 
Japanese school that became FED's 
compound, but he notices how very 

Japanese the red brick AAFES 
building here looks. 

In 1944, "we moved to 
Hwangju," a small city about 25 
miles south ofPyongyang in what 
would become the no1ih. "My father 
was the manager at the bank." He 
worked at a branch of Chosen Bank, 
the main bank in the Japanese era. 

He remembers Japanese-style 
houses and the Japanese flag flying. 
"Every big town had a Shinto temple. 
Everybody had to go." Shinto is the 
nationalistic religion ofJapan, for­
merly sponsored and inculcated by 
the Japanese government. After 
World War II, the Americans forced 
Japan to downgrade Shinto's role. 
Kim recalls, "Japanese troops stayed 
in my house on tbei r way to China." 

One day in 1945, the Japa­
nesesuddenly left with their families, 
on foot, tossing their possessions 
onto the streets as they walked 
south. Two or three days later, the 
Russians came. "The Russians drove 
American trucks and jeeps." 
Roosevelt had provided Stalin 
massive amounts of American 
militaryaidundertheLend-Lease 
Program. Now, "Russians stayed at 
my house," like the Japanese before 
them. "They stole all thekimchee. I 
saw a Russian guy with watches up 
to here,"Maxwell says, indicating the 
length ofhis arm. The soldier was 
" proud to show me" all his stolen 
watches. "Lots of patriotic Koreans 
had joined the Russian Army," to 
resist the Japanese. Nothing unbear­
able had happened yet in the orth. 
"Just chaos." The Soviets had yet to 
install the tyrant Kim II Sung. But 
Max's parents feltthe intuition to go 
south. 
Crossing into Kaesong 
"My father came first to see if it was 

safe." The border between North 
and South came into being after he 
arrived. Army staff officers in Wash­
ington had used a National Geo­
graphic map of Korea to choose the 
38'h Parallel as a demarcation line. 
Maxwell's father soon found he 
could not go back north to reach his 
fami ly. So, "my mother was very 
brave." She hired a guide to sneak 
her across with Max, his brother and 
two sisters at night. "I was lucky to 
cross into Kaesong." Had his mother 
been less brave, in all likelihood, 
Maxwell Kim would have been 
condemned to life in North Korea. 

" I can remember we walked 
near a Russian guard post. We 
walked at night. We heard Russian 
voices, then we hid in a ditch. We 
saw two drunken Russians go by. 
Wedidn ' tsleepall night. Our guides 
took us through a cemetery." Max 
says a phosphorescent glow ema­
nated from the graves, which the 
children were sure were ghosts. They 
reuinited with their father in Kaesong 
and returned to Seoul in late 1946. 
Seoul before the Korean War 

In 1945, the American Eighth 
Army under LieutenantGeneralJohn 
R. Hodge, which had been in the 
PacificfightingtheJapanese, was 
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Empire & Korean War days 
ordered to Korea to accept the around Seoul. I went to schooL" wanted. North Koreans came 
surrender of the Japanese south of "The gun sounds got louder looking for young men. We had a 
the 38'h Parallel. Until1948, the and louder. Three days later, hiding place for my brother under 
United States Army Military North Koreans just walked in. the floor." His father did not sleep 
Government in Korea The South was no match." at home, for fear ofbeing recog-
(USAMGIK) was the sole " I went out to see the North nized, since he was from theNorth. 
governmentintheSouth. When Koreans. I saw a row oftanks. 
Maxwell Kim arrived, he couldn' t The North Koreans were looking 
find many Americans, who had a for ROK Army people. They 
tenuous grip on the country. were stripping men," looking for 
Chaos reigned. South Korean Army uniforms. 

The first time Maxwell saw Kim saw those unfortunates 
American Gis, his impression was judged to be South Korean 
how clean they looked compared soldiers under guard. "I went 
to the Russians. " Americans taught down to the capitol building, and 
Koreans democracy," he says. saw North Korean guys telling a-
Ironically, ittooktheArnericans' bout how great communism was." 
arrival to bring Korean language He had to respect what 
instruction to Korean public capable soldiers the North 
schools, since the Japanese had possessed. "The communists were 
banned it. Maxwell went to middle very well organized. They had a 
school in Seoul from 1947-50. lotofexperience. They had fought 
Turmoil all around spared his in Manchuria," in World War II 
family. "Peopleolderthan I was and the Chinese Civil War. The 
were fighting. My dad worked at fact is, in 1950 North Korea 
the bank. I didn' t think much almost won- pushing the Ameri-
aboutthe new republic," inaugu- can-led UN Command into the 
rated in 1948. Pusan Perimeter, within 50 miles 

Refugee fleeing Pohang with her belongings 
in a jug on her head. October 17. 1950. 

Communist invasion 
On June 25, 1950, "the 

radio announced the North 
Koreans were attacking. I heard 
guns far away. I saw a Russian­
made 'Yak' airplane zooming 

ofthe ocean, in the peninsula' s 
southeast comer. 

"The North Koreans carne 
to Seoul for three months." 
Maxwell recalls a propaganda 
movie. "Afriend ofminesaid, 
let' s go see Russian movies. When 
we went, what was happening 
was, they tried to get our guys to 
volunteer to go to the front as 
soldiers. They handed out pieces 
of paper [to sign up]. A few 
joined. Everyoneelsejuststared 
at each other," and then ran. 

During the occupation, "we 
had enough to eat" - just a watery 
porridge of rice for three months. 
"Most shops were closed. Sol­
diers just took what they 

Korean War picture, caption unknown. 

While men were pressed 
into the Army, women were 
drafted to sew for the North. His 
mother was called up. "Women 
worked making soldiers' pants and 
clothes. Ifyoudidn'tgo, they'd 
take you away." Maxwell noticed 
the disappearance of a few people. 

He also remembers waves 
of American Mustang fighter 
planes strafing North Korean 
positions atop Namsan, the moun­
tain in the middle ofSeoul.Namsan 
Tower, the symbol of modem 
Seoul, stands there now, serenely. 

Wrecked bridges over the Han. The Corps of 
Engineers later rebuilt the Han River bridges. 

Inchon and liberation 
On "29 September 1950, 

my birthday, Seoul was liberated." 
General MacArthur had launched 
"Operation Chromite," the Inchon 
landing. "Shells hit Seoul from the 

rColllilllled Oil page II) 
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Eng tech gets kicks 
from taekwondo 

(Co111inued from page 7) 

governing bodies are the US 
Taekwondo Union and the Pan 
American Taekwondo Union. The 
World Taekwondo Federation 
(WTF) is the principal international 
governing body. North Korea 
belongs to the International 
Taekwondo Federation (ITF). 

Kim has worked tirelessly for 
acceptanceofhis spo1t, which was 
first awarded Olympic medals only at 
the Sydney games in 2000. For more 
than twenty years, Mr. Kim has 
donated his time as a coach and 
mentor to various athletes competing 
in Korea. A few prestigious matches 
he has refereed include the 13th 
World Championships and 6th 
Women's World Championships, 
November 1997 in Hong Kong; the 
6th Annual Pan-American Open 
(Junior and Senior) Championships, 
August 1998 in Irvine, California, 
where he won the Pres idential Sports 
Award, and the 8th International US 
Open Championships, January 1999 
in Anaheim, California. 

Kim assures us that the sport's 
American and Korean versions are 
the same, and suggests the best 
oppmtunities for Americans to learn 
maybe found on Yongsan. He 
himselfdoesn 'tteachanymore. 
Through diligence (about five ses­
s ions per week), you can earn a 
basic black belt in about two years. 
Having reached the7th dan, Kim 
now only practices about three times 
a week. His former students are now 
7th dan blackbelts, I ike Kim. With 9 
dans possible, Kim can sti II improve 
in his lifetime. 

Mr. Kim, Hwa-Rong's service 
as a referee at international competi­
tion has spread taekwondo and 
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T~.~.!l!.l"ork wins again! 
The Far East District(FED) 

believes in teamwork to satisfy its 
customers. Oneofthe latest ex­
amples of teamwork at FED is a 
$ 14,000 project to insta ll 10 
firedoors at the 121 st General 
Hospital at Y ongsan before an 
inspection of the hospital by the Joint 
Commission for Accreditation of 
Health Care Organizations 
(JCAHCO). Because of a great 
team effort the project was finished a 
week ahead of schedule. 

With limited workspace, an 
extremelytightdeadline, and with as 
li ttle disruption as possible while the 
hospital stayed in operation, the 
project involved procurement, 
fabrication, shipping and installation 
ofthe lOfiredoors. This required a 
lot of coordination and the full 
cooperation of everyone involved. 
Forexample,FED'sQuality Assur­
ance Branch reviewed the contract 
submittals in only one day. 

In addition to the FED 
team members Mr. Norn1 Boeman, 
Resident Engineer, Hospital Resident 
Office(HRO); Mr. John Ghim, 
Deputy Resident Engineer, HRO; 
Mr. DarrenMichibata, Program 
Manager; Mr. Bill Wendt, Project 
Manager; and Mr. Wang, Hui-chan, 
FED Quality Assurance 
Representative; key players outside 
FED helped the project succeed. 
LTC James DeNio, 12 )St General 
Hospital Transition Officer; Major 

Korean culture around the world. 
Hecan ' thelp but make FED look 
good too. 

Christopher Castle and Mr. David 
FortuneoftheHospital Facility 
Project Office- Korea; and Chief 
Johnson Rollins, ChiefofFacilities 
Maintenance for 121 st General 
Hospital, were all instrumental in the 
coordination and cooperation efforts 
necessary to complete the project. 
The contractor, Daewoo 
Corporation, was extremely coop­
erative and aggressive in installing the 
doors by the scheduled 

Mr. Wang, Hui-chan (left). HRO Quality 
Assurance Representative. and Mr. John Ghim. 
Deputy Resident Engineer, HRO, check the fire 

door rating on one o f the I 0 new doors at 
Yongsan's !21st General Hospital in Seoul. 

deadline. Followingtheirarrivalon 
February22, 2001, installation of 
each firedoor took approximately 
fourdays. Thecontractorworked 
seven days a week most of the time 
during installation. The project was 
accepted by theY on san Director of 
Publ ic Works on March 21,2001 -
a week ahead of schedu1e. 

Meeting the schedule 
was critical to the 12 1•t General 
Hospital because of the accredi­
tation inspection scheduled for the 
week of April2, 2001. 

Happy 

.~ 
Easter _,I 



April 2001 -ll- East Gate Edition 

RecallingJS~~~~~{~ 9~ar Days 
.--.----------------~---

Girl during Battle of Inchon. 

ships. Actuaiiy, I didn ' tseeany 
Americans. IwentupnearChong 
Wa Dae to look down on Seoul. I 
watched North Koreans shelling 
the capitol building area. A few 
hours later, they disappeared. 
North Koreans walked in front of 
my house and into the mountains. 
That night I saw the city's center. 
Everything was burning. The 
North Koreans did it." 

After the liberation, "every­
body felt happy and calm. You felt 
free. Seoul was black-flat from 
Namdaemun south." The North 
Koreans had dynamited many 
buildings. Yet he still, "saw no 
Americans, saw no ROKs." 

"We felt safe [though] 
society had collapsed. There was 
no law and order. Everything was 
confusing. My brother got a job 
as an interpreter [with the 
Americans]. He worked there 
about three months. Americans 
stayed in school buildings." 

His brother helped Maxwell 
get hired by the Americans. "I 
worked as a houseboy for the 
American troops: making beds, 

cleaning up, mopping ... Easy. 
I ate American food: string beans 
and Spam mixed with kimchee. I 
knew very simple English like 
' This is a boy.' I started picking 
up more." 
Return ofthe communists and 
evacuation south 

Just as theNorthalmost 
won before Inchon, after the 
landing, the Allies almost won, 
driving north almost to China. 
The American-led allies actually 
reached two small stretches of 
theY alu River, which separates 
Korea from China. Then some 
400,000 Chinese troops 
intervened, surprisingtheAIIies 
and pushing them south again. 
The communists reoccupied 
Seoul. 

Maxwell remembers the 
Americans preparing to retreat 
south once more, burning their 
equipment to prevent its capture. 
"My brother joined a civilian 
ammunition operation. He went 
to Pusan. My father advised me 
to go with the Americans." On 
28January, MaxweiileftSeoul 
on the back of a 25'h Transpor­
tation Battalion truck. In those 
final days of the segregated 
Army, he remembers the 25'h as 
a mostly black unit. 

"It was so cold. We 
stayed south ofthe Han River for 
a couple weeks. We could hear 
guns really close. 

We drove all night to 
Taegu. We stayed there a month. 
The front was getting close. Then 
everyone was fired [by the 
Americans]. I was angry. I 
wanted to go with the Americans 
to Japan."Perhaps the Ameri­
cans could not evacuate every-

one who had helped them, and did 
not want their friends caught 
associating with them when the 
communists came. 

" I slept in the streets of 
Taegu for a couple nights. Then I 
just bumped into a very remote 
relative - a fifth or sixth cousin. 
He'd heardmyfamilywenttomy 
my Aunt's house [north ofKunsan]. 
"Hefinaiiyfound his family in 
Pusan. 

North Koreans neeing to South over destroyed 
Taedong River bridge, December 1950. 

War's end 
" When the war ended in '53, 

we came back to Seoul by train." 
Maxweii had missed over a year of 
school. Many kids missed over 
three years. Some two million were 
dead, North and South, in- eluding 
50,000 Americans. Maxwell went 
to the U.S. in 1959. He has 
worked for FED since 1986. 

Today, there are two 
Koreas. There is the world's 
eleventh largest economy, where 
the English language is everywhere, 
children have cell phones, and the 
tiniest woo pya ofland is somehow 
room enough for a multistory 
building. And there is the ancient 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Recalling Korean War days 
(Continued fi'om page II) 

rice-growing culture oftiny houses 
with tile roofs, ad is hi lugging 
hundreds of pounds on their 
backs, and the lunar calendar. 
There is that new, free Korea that 
does not know war, poverty and 
tyranny. And there is the old 
Korea that can never forget. 
Geotech' s Maxwell Kim knows, 

New Tea Ill Melllbers 
Mr. Hong, SongKwonjoined 

FED on 
March 15 as a 
Civil Engineer 
in the Con­
struction 
Setv ices 
Branch. His 

hometown is Mong-Won Dong, 
Seoul. He graduated from Sung­
Kyun-Kwan University with a 
degree in Civil Engineering. He 
previously worked for the 
Uijongbu DPW as an estimator. 
Mr. Hongenjoys baseball,and 
raising pets (tropical fish as well as 
a bird). His wifeisAn,Hye Won 
andhisson isHong, Jin Won. 

Mr. Pang, Hyo Takjoined FED 
on March 15 as a Civil Engineer in 

Courageous Channel 
(Cominued from page 5) 

Dependents). Failure to have the 
right fonn may result in your 
inability to receive a predesignated 
evacuation allowance. These 
forms must be filled out and 
validated prior to processing. 
They cannot be prepared and 
validated during . And Japan is 
very expensive. Okay; you should 
also have: DA Form 2402 (Ex­
change Tag); DA Form 4986 
(personal property record); DD 
Form 1701 (inventoryofhouse­
hold goods); Letter of Authoriza­
tion for processing potential claims 
for damage or loss of property; 
and immunization records; DA 
Form 3955 (Change of Address 
and Directory card); your will; 

financial records; USFK Pamphlet 
600-300 (Emergency Evacuation 
Instructions); a copy of your 
verucle registration ti tie; insurance 
policies; USFK Ration Control 
Plates; two copies ofUSFK Fonn 
194 (Noncombatant Safe Arrival 
Note post cards); and two copies 
ofUSFK Form 178-R, Noncom­
batant Evacuation Operations­
N EG. 

Warden Chong reminds us, 
"every month there is supposed to 
be training. And we hold this 
exercise in March and October." 

So when you really must be 
going, go NEO. It might really be 
the only way to travel. 

the Construction Services Branch. 
He cites both 
Wonjong-ri, 
Pangsong-up 
and, before 
1998,Pyong 
Kaek-si, 
Kyoygindo as 

hometowns. He graduated from 
Sungkyunkwan Unjversity. Tills is 
his 17th job as a civil engineer in 
his 15 years with the U .S. 
government! His numerous 
awards include OPR, 
Commander's Award and Others. 
Mr. Pang 's hobbies include 
reading, illking, tennis, meditation, 
and "drinbng beer." His wife is 
Yu,KyongOk, his first daughter 
is Pang, Kang Mi, his second 
daughter is Pang, Won Mi, and his 
son is Pang, Yu Sok. 

NEO FAQ 
I. What kind of events would trigger 
NEO? 
The State Depanment might order a NEO 
due to imminent or possible military 
hostilities. natural or man-made disasters, 
political crisis, or any crises that put 
American lives at risk. 

2. Who is eligible fo r NEO? 
American citizens and immediate family 
members, legal permanent residents of the U. 
S., and designated third country nationals. 
Effons will be made to evacuate pets - but 
people will always have priority over pets. 

3. W hat a re the r esponsibil it ies of 
noncombatants? 
Prepare for EO. Make your EO kit and 

EO packet. Know your warden. Know how 
to get to the Evacuation Control Center 
(ECC). 

4. What' s a EO kit? 
A 72-hour supply of clothing, ready-to-eat 
food and water, medicine, and your 
protective mask . 

5. How will we know we have a NEO 
situation ? 
Your EO warden will try to contact you in 
an emergency. AFN-Korea will also provide 
the most authoritative. up-to-date informa­
tion available from military channels. 
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