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126 The Moon Maid

nered like rats in a trap. How I longed for the feel of my
automatic at my hip! I envied them their slender spears and
their daggers. If I could have but these I might have a
chance at least to take Nah-ee-lah out of their clutches and
save her from the hideous fate of slavery among the
Kalkars, for I had guessed what such slavery would mean to
her from the little that she had told me, and I had guessed,
too, that she would rather die than submit to it. For my own
part, life held little for me; I had long since definitely given
up any hope of ever returning to my own world, or of
finding the ship and being re-united with West and Jay and
Norton. There came upon me at that moment, however, a
sense of appreciation of the fact that since we had left the
village of the No-vans I had been far from unhappy, nor
could I attribute this to aught else than the companionship
of Nah-ee-lah—a realization that convinced me that I
should be utterly miserable were she to be taken from me
now. Was I to submit supinely then, to capture and slavery
for myself and worse than death for Nah-ee-lah, with the
assurance of consequent separation from her? No. I held up
my hand as a signal for the advancing Kalkars to halt.

"Stop!" I commanded. "Before you advance farther I wish
to know your intentions toward us. We entered this tunnel,
mistaking it for that which led to the city of my companion.
Permit us to depart in peace and all will be well."
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"All will be well, anyway," replied the leader of the
Kalkars. "You are a strange creature, such as I have never
before seen in Va-nah. Of you we know nothing except that
you are not of the Kalkars, and therefore an enemy of the
Kalkars, but this other is from Laythe."

"You will not permit us to go in peace, then?" I demanded.
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