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44 The Moon Maid

deck of The Barsoom, where, of course, it was his duty to
remain, since it was his watch.

The moment that I realized that my companions were all
safe I could not repress a smile, and then Norton and Jay
commenced to laugh, and we were still laughing when we
pulled ourselves from the stream a short distance below the
ship.

"Get your sample, Norton?" I asked.

"I still have the container, sir," he replied, and indeed he had
clung to it throughout his surprising adventure, as Jay and I,
fortunately, had clung to our revolvers. Norton removed the
cap from the bottle and dipped the latter into the stream.
Then he looked up at me and smiled.

"I think we have beaten Mr. West to it, sir," he said. "It
seems like very good water, sir, and when I struck it I was
so surprised that I must have swallowed at least a quart."

"I tested a bit of it myself," I replied. "As far as we three are
concerned, Mr. West's analysis will not interest us if he
discovers that lunar water contains poisonous matter, but
for his own protection we will let him proceed with his
investigation."
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"It is strange, sir," remarked Jay, "that none of us thought of
the natural effects of the lesser gravity of the Moon. We
have discussed the matter upon many occasions, as you will
recall, yet when we faced the actual condition we gave it no
consideration whatsoever."

"I am glad," remarked Norton, "that I did not attempt to
jump the river—I should have been going yet. Probably
landed on the top of some mountain."

As we approached the ship I saw West awaiting us with a
most serious and dignified mien; but when he saw that we
were all laughing he joined us, telling us after we reached
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