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76 The Moon Maid

tion may be gained by the fact that I became hungry and ate
of the fruit of the trees, which sheltered us, at least six
times, and slept twice. We were soaked to the skin and very
cold, for the rain evidently came from a great altitude.
During the entire storm, the No-vans scarcely moved from
their positions beneath the trees, with their backs toward the
storm, where they stood with lowered heads like cattle. We
experienced twelve detonations of the ground-shaking
thunder, and witnessed six manifestations of the light that
devours. Trees had fallen all about us, and as far as we
could see, the grasses lay flat and matted upon the ground.
They told me that storms of the severity of this were
infrequent, though rain and wind, accompanied by electrical
manifestations, might be expected at any season of the year
—1 use that expression from habit, for one can scarcely say
that there are any well-marked seasonal changes within the
Moon that could indicate corresponding divisions of time as
upon the Earth. From what I was able to gather from
observation and from questioning the Va-gas, lunar
vegetation reproduces itself entirely independent of any
seasonal restrictions, the frequency and temperature of the
rains having, seemingly, the greatest influence in the matter.
A period of drought and cold rains retards growth and
germination, while frequent warm rains have an opposite
effect, the result being that you find vegetation of the same
variety in all stages of development, growing side by side—
blossoms upon one tree, fruit upon another, and the dry
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seed-pods upon a third. Not even, therefore, by the growth
of plant life, might one measure time within the Moon, and
the period of gestation among the Va-gas is similarly
irregular, being affected by the physical condition of the
female as well as by climatic conditions, I imagine. When
the tribe is well-fed, and the weather warm,
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