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252 COVERING END

But the young man's fancies only multiplied as he moved,
not at all critical, but altogether nervous, from object to
object. "I don't know what's the matter—but there is more
here than meets the eye." He tried as for his amusement or
his relief to figure it out. "I miss the old presences. I feel the
old absences. I hear the old voices. I see the old ghosts."

This last was a profession that offered some common
ground. "The old ghosts, Captain Yule," his companion
promptly replied, "are worth so much a dozen, and with no
reduction, I must remind you—with the price indeed rather
raised—for the quantity taken!" Feeling then apparently
that he had cleared the air a little by this sally, Mr.
Prodmore proceeded to pat his interlocutor on a back that
he by no means wished to cause to be put to the wall. "Look
about you, at any rate, a little more." He crossed with his
toes well out the line that divides encouragement from
patronage. "Do make yourself at home."

"Thank you very much, Mr. Prodmore. May I light a
cigarette?" his visitor asked.

"In your own house, Captain?"

"That's just the question: it seems so much less my own
house than before I had come into
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