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From sizzling August to icy December,  
it has been yet another event ful 
semester for BITS, Pilani. If whiz-kid 
and acclaimed author of Ethical 
Hacking, Ankit Fadia, mesmerized the 
students with his brilliance, then one of 
India’ s best known percussionists, 
Anandan Sivamani, bowled the 
audience over with his performance at 
the annual cultural festival, OASIS.   

  

BITS hosted the Asian Regional 
Workshop on “ Improving Mobil i t y for 
t he Poor: Achieving Sust ainable 
Mot orised and Non-mot orised Rural 
Transport” sponsored by the World 
Bank. Descendents of the famed Ustaad 
Ghulam Ali Khan enchanted the BITSIAN 
audience with their Hindustani vocal 
recital.   
BITS’ s t ryst with development has not 
been confined to the reaches of Pilani 
alone; in its quest to spread 
excellence, st rides have been made 
towards set t ing up an extension cent re 
at Goa in addition to the one at Dubai.  
As always, the inst itute has act ively 
conducted a large number of seminars, 
workshops and conferences this 
semester. Covering a wide range of 

topics – from Rural Development to 
Biotechnology, these events facilitate 
the exchange of ideas and expert ise. 
Our faculty members too have act ively 
part icipated in such events outside the 
inst itute, both in India and abroad, 
while a large number of them have had 
publicat ions in various j ournals, 
national and international.    

A Confluence Of Ideas  

Some of the prominent conferences, 
seminars and workshops conducted by 
BITS this semester are described below.  

Towards Greater Rural Mobility 
[International Workshop]   

The Asian Regional Workshop on 
“ Improving Mobility for the Poor: 
Achieving Sustainable Motorised and  
Non-motorised Rural Transport” (23- 
26 September, 2002) was organized by 
BITS in associat ion with the National 
Forum Group (Rajasthan) and the 
Department for International 
Development (DFID), UK, and 
sponsored by the World Bank. There 

ACADEMIA

 
AN EVENTFUL SEMESTER
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were part icipants from India, 
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Nepal, Kenya, 
Namibia, the UK, the Philippines, New 

Zealand and Switzerland. This 4- day 
long workshop aimed at f inding feasible 
solut ions to rural t ransport problems 
and was coordinated by Prof.A.K.Sarkar 
.In a let ter of appreciat ion to BITS, the 
President of India encouraged the 
delegates to “ f ind creat ive and 
practical ways of building on exist ing 
experience, and adapt ing solut ions to 
the transport needs of rural people.”  

Virtual Biology  
The Biological Sciences Group, BITS, 
part icipated in the Second Virtual 
Conference on Genomics and 
Bioinformatics conducted by the North 
Dakota State University, USA from 
September 24-26, 2002.  BITS along 
with the Bioinformat ics Department , 
University of Pune, represented the 
Asia-Pacif ic region. The conference 
provided an environment for the 
exchange and discussion of informat ion 
related to innovat ions of the post -
genomic era and featured high prof ile 
researchers and educat ionists working 
act ively in the development of new 
applicat ions in the area of genomics 
and bioinformat ics.  Unlike 
convent ional conferences, part icipants 
around the globe logged onto the NDSU 
server in   real-t ime and viewed the 

presentat ions as st reaming video. Thus 
the conference did not require the 
physical gathering of the part icipants 
at one venue.   

Civil Engineering  

The Civil Engineering Group organized a 
number of events. Among these was a 
seminar on STAAD PRO Software 
Installat ion Demonstrat ion and 
Training (Aug 10, 2002), in cooperation 
with Reind, New Delhi, where the 
keynote speaker was Mr. Manvendra 
Singh. Dr. U.N. Sinha of CSIR delivered 
lectures on Geo-technical Ground 
Exploration – Subsurface Explorat ion 
and Soil Sampling and Geo-technical 
Considerat ions in Design of 
Foundation. Faculty Seminars on Non-
destruct ive Evaluat ion and Study of 
Various Parameters affect ing the 
Strength of Soil (Mr Kamlesh Kumar)  
and A study of water quality 
management for a river basin with 
special reference to fast purificat ion 
and stochastic environment (Mr Aj it 
Pratap Singh) were also conducted.   

National Pharmacy Week  

The Pharmacy Group celebrated 

Nat ional Pharmacy Week from 
November 17 to 23, 2002.  
The Week featured a series of lectures 
relat ing to the cent ral theme of 
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Special Honour

 
Improving Access to Medicines 
Through Pharmacist, bringing together 
the inst itute's academic work and its 
work benefit ing the community in the 
area of health-care. Lecturing on the 
Role of Pharmacist s in Healt hcare and 
expounding on the principles behind 
Heal ing Techniques as Adj unct t o 
Therapies was Dr. R Mahesh, Group 
Leader, Pharmacy Group. Also featured 
were lectures on Essent ial Drug Pol icy 
by Dr. AN Nagappa and on Domestic 
Poisoning by Dr. PA Thakurdesai. The 
Pharmacy Group of BITS, Pilani has 
begun helping Health-Care in the area 
by providing services at the Medical 
Cent re (OPD) and the Birla Sarvaj anik 
Hospital (In-Pat ient Dept .) and has 
several plans to further the health 
services in the area.  

Engineers’ Day  

Engineer’ s Day was celebrated on 16th 

September with Prof L. K Maheshwari 
addressing the gathering on the 
occasion. The theme of this Day was 
Indian Smal l Scale Indust ries in t he 
Globalisat ion Scenario. Prof. Ishwar 
Bhat t , Prof. Ravi Prakash and Prof. 
Nirupama Prakash, Prof. Surekha 
Bhanot gave lectures about Indian 
scient ists and their cont ribut ion to the 
Indian science scenario. Several other 
faulty members and students 
represent ing various discipline 
associat ions also delivered talks on 
topics pertaining to the theme of this 
Engineer’ s Day celebrat ions. A booklet 
containing the life sketches of great 
Indian scient ists and engineers was also 
released on this occasion.    

On 12 August 2002, our Hon’ ble 
Chairman, Dr. K.K. Birla was felicitated 
by the Sankaracharyas of Kanchi Mut t 
with the t it le Vidya Seva Rat na for his 
invaluable cont ribut ion to the f ield of 
education.  

On this momentous day Dr.Birla in his 
address, announced the opening of a  
new cent re at Goa by BITS during the 
acdemic year 2004-2005.   

Achievements  

Some of the achievements of faculty 
members of the inst itute during the 
semester are detailed below:  

Dr. S.P. Gupta of the Chemist ry 
Group was the Editor-in-chief of 
Internat ional Journal of    
Current Medicinal Chemist ry–
Cardiovascular and 
Haematological agents.  

Dr.Rahul Banerj i, Prof. Nirupama 
Prakash, Dr. Ram Kinkar Roy, 
Prof. A.K Sarkar and Dr. BV 
Babu, at tended conferences/ 
symposia abroad and presented 
papers on their respect ive areas 
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of specialization.  

Dr. Meenakshi Raman and            
Dr. Sangeeta Sharma were Guest 
Editors of the Internat ional 
Journal of Communication.  

Dr. B.V. Babu was the Expert 
Reviewer for research art icles in 
six internat ional j ournals, 
namely Computers and Chemical   
Engineering, Internat ional 
Journal of Heat and Mass 
Transfer, European Journal of 
Operat ions Research, Indust rial 
and Engineering Chemist ry 
Research, Waste Management 
and Internat ional Journal of 
Environmental Pollution.  
The Inst itute has ongoing 
proj ects with nat ional and 

internat ional collaborat ions in 
the following areas: Pharmacy, 
Biological Sciences and Software 
Development led by Dr. RN Saha 
and Dr. R Mahesh, Dr. SK Verma 
and Dr. Rahul Banerjee.  

To name a few: Desktop Video 
Conferencing for IPv6 capable 
internetworks – Ekayana, 
Development of Biosorpt ion 
Technology for Nuclear Waste 
Treatment and Community 
Pharmacy and Clinical Pharmacy 
at Pilani.  

Prof. Raj iv Gupta was awarded 
the Srimat i Saroma Sanyal 
Memorial Medal by the 
Institution of Engineers.   

In Print  

Keeping aloft the inst itute's high 
standards of academic literature, the 
inst ructors at BITS had publicat ions in 
various j ournals of Nat ional and 
Internat ional repute, ranging from the 
Int ernat ional Journal of Molecular 
Science, Indian Journal of Pure and 
Appl ied Mat hemat ics and the 
Int ernat ional Journal of 
Communication to the IEEE 



` 
Birla Institute of Technology and Science                    6                                                  Semester I, 2002-2003 

Transactions on Power Systems.      

Practice School  

The adage, ‘ pract ice makes a man 
perfect ’ couldn’ t have been more 
relevant than in the case of BITS. The 
pract ice school programme that BITS 
has been successfully running since 
1973, bears test imony to the fact that 
the educat ional reform of linking 
university t raining with indust ry has 
been cent ral to the BITSian pedagogical 
philosophy. The Practice School method 
of educat ion adopted at BITS creates 
an environment that requires the 
students to undergo the rigour of the 
professional world in form as well as in 
substance, thus providing them an 
opportunity to apply their classroom 
knowledge to real life situat ions. The 
programme has grown from st rength to 
st rength since its incept ion in 1973. It 
now has more than 800 students, 50 
faculty members and over 90 
part icipat ing host organisat ions across 
India and abroad. 
The semester saw the opening of many 
new stat ions that include Inf ineon 
Technologies AG (Munich Germany), 
The Department of Informat ics and 
Telecommunicat ion (University of 
Trento, Italy), Cent re for DNA 
Fingerprint ing and Diagnost ics, 
Hyderabad, Convergent Technologies, 
New Delhi, Avedis Microsystems, 
Bangalore and so on. The inst itute also 
plans to init iate collaborat ions with 
other such internat ional organisat ions 

so as to provide a global work 
experience to the students. This 
pioneering effort of inst itut ionalising 
the indust ry-university linkage process 
has won BITS rich accolades from the 
media.  

“ An out st anding experiment in t he realm of 
industry-inst it ut ion l inkage has been going on 
for several years in Indian companies. This is 
t he P.S programme of BITS locat ed in Pilani 
Rajasthan.” (The Hindu)  

 

“ BITS of fers much bet t er educat ion t han t he 
IITs since t he lat t er has t o operat e wit hin a 
government st rait j acket leaving no room for 
creat ivit y and experiment at ions” (Business 
Herald)  

Distance Learning  

The educat ional act ivit ies of the 
inst itute have extended beyond the 
campus. Since 1979 it has been 
part icipat ing in the human resources 
development act ivit ies of the indust ries 
and in 1988 it launched its distance 
learning programmes, whereby it 

conducts off campus degree 
programmes as a means of cont inuing 
educat ion for employed professionals. 
The programme now has nearly 10,000 
registered students and more than 35 
collaborat ive programmes in diverse 
fields ranging from science, engineering 
and humanities. 

JOINING HANDS…
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Under the purview of the Distance 
Learning Programme Division (DLPD), 
Memoranda of Understanding were 
signed with many universit ies and 
indust ry leaders. Prominent among 
them are the Hogskolan i Boras 
(University College of Boras), Sweden,   

GE India Technology Centre, Bangalore, 
Wasada University, Tokyo, Japan and 
the B.V.Patel Educat ion and Research 
Development Cent re (PERD), Thaltej , 
Gujarat. 
These MoUs emphasise the importance 
placed by the inst itute on j oint 
research activities, exchange of  
students and faculty members, 
academic publicat ion, scholarly 
information and scientific know-how.     

Embodying the st rong t ies that bind 
Birla Inst itute of Technology and 
Science with its alumni is the BITS 
Alumni Associat ion (BITSAA). With 
chapters in the UK and the US, among 
other places, and act ivit ies ranging 
from reunions to scholarship 
programmes, BITSAA has steadily 
expanded its horizons.  

BITSAA Internat ional engages in 

charitable and educat ional act ivit ies by 
raising funds for set t ing up 
endowments, creat ing scholarships, 
rewarding teaching and research and 
generally promot ing the development 
of resources at Birla Inst itute of 
Technology & Science at Pilani. BITSAA 
Internat ional also aims to st rengthen 
the t ies, friendship and 
communicat ions amongst former 
students, current students, faculty and 
friends of the Institute.  

To further the BITSAA t ies, our Director 
visited United States of America during 
August-September 2002. Our alumni in 

New Jersey, Boston, Det roit and San 
Francisco extended a very warm 
welcome, shared reminiscences of their 
stay at BITS with him and had fruit ful 
discussions.  

RENEWING THE BONDS
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ONWARD!

 
In keeping wit h t radit ion, BITSAA 
organised t he Direct or ’ s Tea Part y f or 
out going st udent s of t he inst i t ut e - t he 
f i rst st ep t owards maint aining a 
relationship over the years to come. 

 

Among the highlights of the semester 
was the Silver Jubilee reunion of the 
batch of 1977. The alumni returned to 
the nursery of their careers with 
families in tow. One could see them 
around the campus, reliving memories, 
chat t ing with current students, 
enj oying a midnight snack at the All 
Night Canteen, marvelling at the 
metamorphosis the campus has 
undergone while maintaining its 
essent ial character. The career 
counselling session organised for the 
students by these ex-BITSians was a 
huge success and made for a very 
enjoyable and useful afternoon.     

Among the developments marking the 
changing face of the campus are the 
Supermarket proj ect (Akshay) and the 
ongoing new Library Project.  

‘Akshay’-Supermarket Success  

The new supermarket that opened 
early in the previous semester has 
proved itself to be a great success, 
growing from st rength to st rength. It 
has, in fact , turned out to be the 
largest prof it making cooperat ive store 
in Rajasthan.    

Ext remely well stocked with all the 
possible needs of the community on 
campus, it has proved to be very 
popular with students and faculty alike. 
Provisions, stat ionary, cosmet ics, 
books- Akshay stocks all these. Not to 
ment ion the ‘ Intelligent PCO’ facilit y 
and snack bar. For the benefit of 
residents of the campus, the products 
are sold at subsidized rates. 
Students also have an opportunity to 

serve the community and earn an 
honorarium by working in shif ts, 
helping customers at the supermarket 
as part of the Earn While You Learn 
Programme (EWYLP). 

New Library:  
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CARING BEYOND OUR WALLS

 

SPREADING EXCELLENCE

 
Sanc tum of Learning  

Under const ruct ion is a massive new 
l ibrary bui lding. The bui lding w i l l 
spread over 65, 000 sq f t w i t h a 
capacity for 750 students. Adorned with 
open terraces and beaut iful spaces, it 

would combine the current Cent ral and 
Reference Libraries under one roof, 
with Internet connect ions as an integral 
part .  Spaces for personal study have 
also been planned. The Rs. 3.18 Crore 
proj ect is on its way to complet ion and 
promises to be the intellectual hub on 
campus.    

Successfully entering its third academic 
year was BITS Pilani’ s internat ional 

center (BITS Pilani – Dubai Center) in 
collaborat ion with the Al Ghurair 
University, Dubai. The centre has been  

in operat ion since September 2000, 
offering BS Degree Programmes, and is 
fully residential with hostel facilities.   

In its quest for the furtherance of 
excellence, BITS is coming up with its 
latest extension cent re at Goa. Spread 

over a sprawling 170 acres near Zuari 
Fert il izers, Vasco, Goa, the campus is 
in the midst of natural beauty, 
providing a panoramic view of the 
beach. Adorning the campus are the  
Inst itute building, hostels, recreat ion 
cent res, a guesthouse, a shopping 
complex and a temple. With a planned 
intake of about 600 students every year 
same f lexibilit ies as available at Pilani 
shall be on the offer. The Rs. 97.3 
crore proj ect is nearing complet ion and 
promises to be another j ewel in the 
crown of India’s education system.   

The Nat ional Service Scheme, BITS has 
always been the beacon of hope for the 
underprivileged in and around BITS. 
Semester act ivit ies of NSS started with 
World Peace Day on September 21. 
Hundreds of BITSians wore the peace 
bands on their sleeves to celebrate the 
day, raising visions of a new generat ion 
free from the shackles of violence. The 
Nat ional Literacy Day on September 24 
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SPIRITUAL YEARNINGS 

was celebrated with a colourful 
performance by a t roupe of t rained 
school children and faculty from 
Suraj gad Government School. Emphasis 
was laid on the advantages of hygiene, 
the need for educat ion and evils of the 
dowry system.  
The acute drought condit ions forced 

farmers in Raj asthan, to disown their 
cat t le. Therefore, Pilani Goshala took 
the responsibilit y of looking after the 
animals. NSS took the initiative of 
collecting donation from the residents 
of campus to help in the noble cause.  
During Oasis 2002, the annual cultural 
fest ival, NSS set up a stall to sell 
handicrafts, pot tery, and T-shirts 
among other things to generate funds 
for NSS activities.  

Gyanganga  

Gyanganga is an innovat ive and novel 
social development project that aims at 
‘ Providing educat ion in Jherli Gram 
Panchayat , Jhunj hunu’ . Jherli 
GramPanchayat consists of 3 villages 
situated within a radius of about 7-12 
Kms from Pilani, with a populat ion of 
more than 7000. In order to improve 

the abysmal social condit ions of the 
villagers, the team members contacted 
the ASHA for educat ion, Yale Chapter, 
for part ial f inancial funding of the 
proj ect . The proj ect was sanct ioned in 

August 2002 for a period of 3 years. The 
main objectives of the project are-  

To improve the quality of 
primary and secondary 
education. 
To impart professional 
education. 
Organise inter school 
compet it ions, debates, quizzes, 
sports etc. 
Provide women and children 
with health care.  

BITS Pilani is involved in a similar kind 
of proj ect in Basgaon, a village close to 
Pilani.  

A media celebrity par excellence and 
an exponent of the Swadeshi 
economics, Sri S. Gurumurthy visited 

BITS at the behest of NSS and BITS Staff 
Association to deliver a talk on “Youth  
and Nation Building”. The talk 
followed by discussions was highly 
appreciated by both staff and students.       
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While pursuing technical prof iciency, 
the campus is equally alive to the 
cultural and spiritual yearnings of it s 
residents. The residents have formed 
groups that take the init iat ive to follow 
a healthy amalgamat ion of these with 
regular activities.  

Shree Shree Durga Puja 
Celebrations  

The Shree Shree Durga Puj a 
celebrat ions at the Vidya Vihar Campus 
were organized by Sharadiya Utsav 
Samit i, Pilani, society created by a 
small group of Bengalis. One whole year 
of sustained effort , determinat ion and 
small monthly cont ribut ions made way 
for the f irst Puj a celebrat ions. Over the 
years, the Puj a has become an 
important feature of cultural landscape 
of the campus.  As part of the 
celebrat ions, young an old alike 
part icipated in various act ivit ies: 
drawing, fancy dress compet it ions, 
quizzes and the like.  

Visit of His Holiness of 
 Sri Ahobila Matham 

His Holiness, the 45th Jeeyar of Sri 
Ahobila Matham graced the Campus 
with his visit from 21st October to 23rd 

October 2002. (The Ahobila Matham is a 
Sri Vaishnava religious inst itut ion 
established 600 years ago in Ahobilam 
in present -day Andhra Pradesh by 
Srimad Athivan Satakopan.) 
Public cont ribut ions were collected 
which were donated to the educat ional 
institution run by the Matham , like Ved 
Pathshala, Sanskrit College, etc. The 
programme included Vishwarupa 
Darshan (Suprabhat am), Swarnapushpa 
Puja before the Shree Lakshmi 
Narasimha deity, discourses by His 
Holiness, evening Puj a, Arthi and 
Prasad distribution.  

Religion in the Modern World  

A panel discussion was organised on 

Religion in the Modern World on 19th 

November 2002. The part icipants were 
administ rators, faculty members and 
students. An exchange of various 
signif icant ideas took place. The 
relevance of religion in the modern 
context , respect for all religions and 
the meaning of religion in its outer 
layer (rituals) and inner layer (divinity) 
were deliberated upon.   

BOSM  
CITIUS, ALTIUS, FORTIUS  
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The BITSian semester, as usual was 

f il led with a plethora of act ivit ies, 
ref lect ing the ext remely creat ive and 
enthusiast ic approach of the students. 
Clubs and Departments have been 
inst ituted to conduct creat ive act ivit ies 
through the semester. They span 
theatre, dance, music, painting, stage- 
building, t rophy fabricat ion, literary 
and j ournalist ic work among other 
things.   

SPICMACAY  

Like any college, BITS is a world unto 
itself . However, aside of the elements 
of urbanity that are nowadays 
commonplace, there is a great 
awareness and act ive pract ice of Indian 
culture. The BITS chapter of SPICMACAY 
brings to our lives a cultural focus and 
allows us an opportunity to enj oy and 
appreciate professional music and 
dance performances.  
In the past eminences of the likes of 
Shubha Mudgal, Amaan and Ayaan Ali 
Bangash, Raj a and Radha Reddy, 
Bombay Jayashree and others have 
graced the institute.   

CREATIVE ZONE
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The f irst performance of the semester 
was on 17 Aug 2002 by Shant i Sharma 
an ex-BITSian Hindustani vocalist . 
Jawad Ali Khan and Mazhar Ali Khan, 
two Hindustani vocalists from the 

legendary family of Ustad Ghulam Ali 
Khan, were on campus on September 
1st 2002. Connoisseurs of inst rumental 

music had a field day on September 21st 

2002 when Shubhendra Rao, disciple of 
Pt . Ravi Shankar, mesmerized the 
audience with his sitar performance.  

For the dance enthusiasts there was a 
graceful Manipuri dance performance 
on 26th September 2002 which saw a 
grand ensemble comprising Raas Leela, 
a priestess dance, a Tandav and a 
Lasya. The performers Padmashree 
Guru Singhaj it Singh and Charu Sij a 
Mathur port rayed the love story of 
Arjuna and Chitrangada. 

The show stealer however was a puppet 
show ent it led ‘ Lanka Dahana’ , 
performed by Kogga Kamath and t roupe 
of the Shree Ganesha Yakshagana 
Gombeyata mandali of Karnataka, the 

event was at tended by more than 1000 
BITSians.  

SPIC MACAY has made the campus 
culturally alive, reinforcing the BITSian 
awareness of Indian classical fine arts.    
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OASIS - A SPLASH OF 
COLOUR  



` 
Birla Institute of Technology and Science                    15                                                  Semester I, 2002-2003 
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BITScan (Semester Notes) is envisaged as a biannual magazine to be brought out 
chronicling some notable events of the previous semester in BITS, Pilani. This is the 
inaugural issue.  
Please feel free to send

 

your comments, suggest ions or feedback of any kind to 
mraman@bits-pilani.ac.in  
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Here is what the media has to say about BITS Pilani: 

 

“ On the rankings scale its several technology-connected inst itutes that have 
made their mark with the recruiters BITS Pilani in fifth place. 
In fact , at BITS, 27% of recruiters plumped for the good quality of the students 
as the reason for the high ranking.”   
Times News Network  
[FRIDAY, DECEMBER 20, 2002.] 

  

INDIA TODAY – GALLUP Survey ranked BITS, Pilani as the 3rd best engineering 
college in India just behind two IITs. BITS got the highest ranking in the academic 
input and curriculum categories and was placed third in the job placement 
section.  
[ India Today, MAY 13, 2002.] 

  

“BITS reigns as one of the leading universit ies in India, and one, whose 
cert ificat ion is valued abroad. Hardly a surprise then, that ‘BITSians’ have an 
edge over others in terms of campus placements. Certainly, winning careers are 
made here. 
“NSS, IEEE, seminars and various research and development wings provide 
students to practise what they learn. 
Pract ice School (PS) is a part icularly notable concept. It ’s also a profitable trade 
off, students simultaneously learn and earn, while industries get to train and 
benefit from some of the most talented minds! 
Placement opportunit ies for graduating students are many. HLL, Wipro, ITC, 
Motorola, Infosys and L&T are some of the top firms that come for campus 
recruitment. 
What more can one may ask with an education from one of the top educational 
institutions in India? The future is secure and sky is the limit!”  
The Hindu [JANUARY 8, 2002.] 

     
MEDIASPEAK 
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