MISSION HILL TRANSPORTATION PLANNING: TERRACE AND PARKER STREET

We are planning safety and accessibility upgrades for all road users traveling on Terrace and Parker Street in
the Mission Hill Neighborhood.

The Boston Transportation Department is responding to community concerns about traffic safety and the future of a more residential Terrace Street.
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SAFETY IN THE STUDY AREA

Motorist Speeds Your Concerns
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Key Takeaways
Crash clusters at:
. Parker Street/Tremont Street

. Terrace Street/Tremont Street

High crash corridor for people biking:

- Parker Street from Tremont Street to Alleghany Street

Average Speed
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Gore Street Parker Hill
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Street
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Daily motorists
traveling at or
above 25mph

962 (20%)
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pedestrian crossings

What is your experience?

Speeding

Other

. Are there any areas or safety concerns missing?

- What is your top priority related to safety?

- What makes you most uncomfortable when walking,
biking, or driving in and near the study area? For instance,
walking next to vehicles, visibility at crosswalks, turning

vehicles, etc.




WALKING IN THE STUDY AREA
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Key Takeaways

- Missing crosswalks at multiple intersections and mid-block

locations

Site Visit Observations
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Common Issues

Cracked, narrow sidewalks

Noncompliant ADA ramps

Poor visibility at intersections

Wide streets/excess pavement

INn Heath Street Rotary

Your Concerns

& £ % Treme = 7
n —
& § égJ é_} - t Sty / i T
5 3 & = :(:” / e / To Ruggles
9 Q Q :
& £Y / Station
& g ! /
Y
> j /
= 5 / Roxbury
oy | Core Crossing
4[,@ St*’ /
C‘/> / o .9 /
@’“04_@ Fenway High / y qg?.
© 8 School V}k 4 /
/ ”/’ v OSOQ k __:h. /".-" /
/ N 4 /
L A 4 V4
%, 4y, & /
O”qu/ / /@\%(9
y 4 o %
&’7/3/ / / g # “'31‘\
MKW £ | / 05 Roxbury &
[~ 1? / gy Community
I . / d? College
v | F s
Q | =] ' 4 / J
@/%) | -ff’ i ../ ~f:g
A Uk, & L‘E / §
Sr Hiy N !/ = B ™ “%
Ve / i ¥ A /
McLaughlin / I:: [~/
Playground )~ N
/ N / o
l l @daf' SI_
| | /
Wen | Fi |
o — Sher Ave | M / o
2. o / S <
% | 1l B 3
- / | = & . gy
% -7 / E & &’9/,/6 r'Dar/\.
® ¥\ N 3 Do >
i Bl L
| B . B .
U dnets & V4
\ il r— —-:g'?)— — ,(\O
< @
Q
Qg)(%
Wway
Horan S
& &
o " Highland Park
&) ] Je
L, 0% X Y
@’72*(\ & ol To Jackson Oa\k\“e\N
i Square Station
— = = Study Area Boundary Foot N
£ ) Key Study Streets 0 170 340 680 @
-s—p> Street Direction
: L Missin
Narrow sidewalks Visibility crossvgalks
Noncompliant Excess Other
ramps pavement

What is your experience?
- Where do you walk frequently?

- What are the most challenging locations when you're
getting around the study area and why?

- |If you don't walk frequently in the study area, what
would make you more willing to do so?




BIKING IN THE STUDY AREA

Bicycle Level of Traffic Stress
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Bicycle Level of Traffic Stress (BLTS)

Site Visit Observations

Your Concerns

@ Stress Level 4 ‘ ‘
Stress Level 3 Inadequate bicycle Needs Needs bicycle
Common Issues o . .
e Stress Level 2 facilities Wayfinding parking
p— SCrews Leel | . Cyclists and scooters traveling contraflow on Parker Street

Null: No Bicycle Access

Key Takeaways

- Score assigned based on speed, volume, and presence of

comfortable bicycle facilities

- Many streets in the study area are Bicycle LTS 3 or LTS 4 (stressful

Factors contributing to motorist speeding on Parker: steep hills
and wider cross section

Lack of clear wayfinding for people biking
Limited/no bicycle parking

Speeding

What is your experience?

- Where do you bike frequently?

Challenging
INntersection

Other

for most people) - What are the most challenging locations when you're
o . . getting around the study area and why?
- Stressful conditions restrict access to important local

destinations (businesses, parks, community centers, etc.) Tyou don't bike frequently in the study area, what

would make you more willing to do so?




TAKING TRANSIT IN THE STUDY AREA

Transit Service
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@ MBTA Bus Stops and Train Stations

MBTA Routes

Orange Line
Bus Route 14
Bus Route 15
Bus Route 19
Bus Route 22
Bus Route 23

Mission Hill Link Routes and Stops
emmmme Ruggles
esmmmme Roxbury Crossing & NEBH

Bus Route 28
Bus Route 29
Bus Route 41

Bus Route 44
Bus Route 45
Bus Route 66

Key Takeaways

MBTA stations, stops and routes are concentrated at Columbus
Avenue/Tremont Street

Additional MBTA stops at Heath Street Rotary (Route 14)

3 Mission Hill Link stops in the study area (Roxbury Crossing &
NEBH route)

Bus Network Redesign will add additional high-frequency bus
routes on Tremont Street
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lighting seating
- Poor conditions for pedestrians also impact transit riders
. Noncompliant Missin
. Cracked, narrow sidewalks S Other

ramps shelter/shade
- Noncompliant ADA ramps

- Poor visibility at intersections What Is your experience?

- MBTA stops located within Heath Street Rotary are hard to
access

. Which transit stations/stops do you frequent?

- What are the most challenging stations/stops to get to
and wait at in the study area and why?

. |If you don't access transit frequently in the study area,
what would make you more willing to do so?




DRIVING IN THE STUDY AREA

Traffic Volumes
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Key Takeaways

- Columbus Avenue, Tremont Street, and Heath Street distribute
high volumes between neighborhoods

. Parker Street, Terrace Street, New Heath Street, and Cedar Street
provide access to local destinations

- Northbound volumes on Terrace Street make up a higher
proportion (73% - 80%) of daily volumes than southbound
volumes
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Common Issues

- High demand for curbside parking on Tr
Terrace Street

. Pick-up/drop-off activity along Parker St

. Wide streets/excess pavement on Parke
Avenue and Iin Heath Street Rotary

emont Street and
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Your Concerns
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Freguent double
parking

Needs pick-up/drop
off space

Feet @
680

Long delays or
vehicle queues
O Other

- If you drive, which public parking spaces do you
frequent (on-street or off-street)?

340

Unclear parking
restrictions

Faded signs or
striping

What is your experience?

- What are the most challenging locations to access
curbside parking and why?

- What are the most challenging locations to see people
walking and biking from your car and why?




TRAFFIC CALMING AND MULTIMODAL ACCESSIBILITY

Potential treatments to implement on Parker Street and Terrace Street

These treatments are being considered to improve comfort, safety and access for people traveling in the study area.

Multimodal Access

Accessibility treatments provide a better experience for people walking, taking transit, biking, and driving.

Curb Ramp

Boston Tra nspcﬁrtatibn Department

Traffic Calming

Traffic calming treatments help slow driving speeds on residential streets.

Parking Chicane
N\ T4 e A =

Speed Hump

Curb ramps allow
people walking,

people with mobility

alds, and people
pushing strollers
or carts to access
sidewalks and
crosswalks.

Speed Humps are a
traffic calming tool
that uses a ramped
speed table to slow
driving speeds.
Unlike speed
bumps, speed
humps gradually
taper up and down.

Pedestrian Refuge Island

Kittelson & Associatés, INC.

Boston Transportation Departrhent

Installing a median
Island at pedestrian

Crossings can reduce

pedestrian crossing
distances and allow
for multiple stage
Crossings

A traffic calming
tool that uses offset
curb extensions or
on-street parking
to reduce driving
speeds.

Curb Extension

Boston Trénéportation Department

R

Raised Crosswalk

R

£

Boston Transportation -Depértment

Curb extensions
are an extension
of the sidewalk
INto the street at
Intersections. They
Improve visibility
between drivers
and pedestrians,
shorten pedestrian
crossing distances,
and reduce driving
speeds.

A crosswalk that
stays level with
the sidewalk.
Similar to a speed
hump, vehicles
mMust ramp up to

a raised crosswalk,
thereby reducing
driving speeds and
INncreasing comfort
for people walking.




CROSS SECTION AND NETWORK CHANGES

Potential treatments to implement on Parker Street and Terrace Street

These treatments are being considered to better serve people walking, accessing transit, and biking.

Cross section needs

The existing conditions and needs assessment highlighted needs to increase space for people walking, accessing transit, and biking in the study area.

Wider Sidewalks Public Realm Improvements

Sidewalks provide P Y .l Public realm
dedicated space . ‘ |
for pedestrians

and those using
mobility devices.
Wide sidewalks can
make It attractive
to walk, improving
community health,
sustainability, and
access.

Unlocking space for cross section needs

Parker Street and Terrace Street have limited space to widen sidewalks, expand the public realm, and add bicycle facilities. A one-way traffic conversion could open up
space on Terrace Street.

Contraflow Bicycle Facilities

Contraflow bicycle
facilities allow
people biking

to travel in the
opposite direction of
motor vehicle traffic.

Improvements can
INnclude street trees,
green infrastructure,
seating, bicycle
parking, and transit
stop seating/shelter.

Kittelson & Assoda’tes, INC.

Boston Transportation Department

Kittelson & Associates, Inc.
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