
 
 
 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                                                 DATE: April 7, 2020 
Media Contact: Meagan Utsey, Public Information Officer 
Phone Numbers:   843-782-0502 

843-549-5632 (Emergency Operations Center)  
E-Mail: mutsey@colletoncounty.org   
 

NINE CASES OF COVID-19 IN COLLETON COUNTY, DEPARTMENTAL UPDATE 

Colleton County officials have been notified of ten total cases of COVID-19 in Colleton County, 
but only nine current cases, as one of the cases (in the 29488 ZIP code) has recovered.  While 
DHEC has notified the County that four of these cases of COVID-19 are in the 29488 ZIP code, one 
of the cases is in the 29929 ZIP code, two of the cases are in the 29475 ZIP code and two cases 
are in the 29435 ZIP code, DHEC is not providing any additional information.  There were 
originally two cases in the 29929 ZIP code, but one of those cases has been allocated to another 
County, according to DHEC.  The ZIP code data for the state is available on DHEC’s COVID-19 
webpage, specifically on the Testing & SC Data page, underneath the county map. This can be 
found by following the link below. 
 
https://www.scdhec.gov/infectious-diseases/viruses/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-
19/monitoring-testing-covid-19 
 
It's important to note that there are likely many more people in the community who have this 
virus and have never been tested. Also, DHEC isn’t notified when individuals are no longer 
infectious (i.e., they are well), and as a result, these numbers likely include people who have 
recovered and no longer pose a risk to others.  
 
Colleton County residents are urged to follow the guidance of Governor McMaster and the 
recommendations of the CDC. This information can be accessed at 
colletoncounty.org/coronavirus.  
 
The Colleton County Fire-Rescue Emergency Management Division, the Colleton County Sheriff’s 

Office and the Walterboro Police Department will be hosting a live question and answer session 

on Thursday, April 9th at 1:30 PM.  Please use the link below to submit questions before Thursday 

or during the live stream.   

http://colletonfire.com/question 
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GOVERNOR MCMASTER’S EXECUTIVE ORDERS 

If you have questions regarding Governor McMaster’s executive orders and how they relate to 
your business, please contact the South Carolina Department of Commerce by email at 
covid19sc@sccommerce.com or by phone at 803-734-2873. 
 

Governor McMaster’s latest Executive Order states the following: 

“I hereby order and direct that effective Tuesday, April 7, 2020, at 5:00 p.m., any and all residents 

and visitors of the State of South Carolina are required to limit social interaction, practice “social 

distancing” in accordance with CDC guidance, and take every possible precaution to avoid 

potential exposure to, and to slow the spread of, COVID-19, and shall limit their movements 

outside of their home, place of residence, or current place of abode (collectively, “Residence”), 

except as allowed by this Order, for purposes of engaging in Essential Business, Essential 

Activities, or Critical Infrastructure Operations, as set forth below and as such terms are further 

defined herein.” 

Governor Henry McMaster’s Executive Orders related to the COVID-19 Pandemic can be accessed 

by following the link below.  

https://governor.sc.gov/executive-branch/executive-orders 

 

Colleton County Magistrate Court 

Please be advised that by Order of the Chief Justice of the South Carolina Supreme Court dated 
April 3, 2020 all Magistrate Court jury trials, traffic court, criminal court, civil court and evictions 
and roll calls are cancelled until further notice to stem the spread of Coronavirus.   

The Magistrate’s Court will continue to accept civil filings but is not scheduling hearings unless 

they are an emergency. All filings with the appropriate fees can be dropped off at the Drop Box 

located at the main entrance to the Magistrate Court at 40 Klein Street, Walterboro between the 

hours of 8:30 AM and 4:00 PM. Also, all documents can still be submitted by mail to Colleton 

County Magistrate Court, P.O. Box 1732, Walterboro, SC 29488. Per order of the South Carolina 

Supreme Court, all filings and documents received by the Magistrate Office will be quarantined 

for 48 hours before staff may process them.  Make sure you enclose a stamped/self-addressed 

envelope for your receipt and clocked copies.  Receipts and any paperwork will be mailed once 

completed. Staff is available by phone to answer any questions during office hours at (843) 549-

1122 for Civil Court or (843) 549-1140 for Traffic Court. While the doors are locked in accordance 

with our County's emergency protocols, we are accessible by phone during regular office hours 

of 8:30 AM until 5:00 PM, Monday through Friday.  

The Magistrate’s Court will also continue to accept fine payments and is encouraging the use of 

debit/credit cards by paying online with a convenience fee added at www.colletoncounty.org.  If 
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you cannot pay online, we will accept payment in the form of money orders by mail addressed 

to Colleton County Magistrate Court, P.O. Box 1732, Walterboro, SC 29488.  NOTE: Mailed 

payments will be receipted after the 48-hour quarantine period. Please remember all online 

payments require up to 3 business days to be processed.  

Bond Court will be conducted daily at 10:00 AM through video conferencing.  Please contact the 

court at least one hour prior to the scheduled time to receive instructions on how to view the 

proceedings. 

At this time, the Magistrate’s Court is unable to reschedule court dates.   When court dates are 
rescheduled, individuals will receive a written Magistrate Court Summons hearing notice with 
the new court date, in the mail, at the address the Court has on file.  In the meantime, if an 
individual moves or changes their mailing address, it is their responsibility to notify the court 
immediately and provide the new mailing address.  Failure to provide the new mailing address 
to the Court could result in a trial being held in their absence.   

 

For additional information regarding County office closures, please see previous press releases 

(https://www.colletoncounty.org/Data/Sites/1/media/covid-19/colleton-county-covid-19-

update-3-17-2020.pdf or https://www.colletoncounty.org/Data/Sites/1/media/covid-19/covid-

19-3-30-2020.pdf), which can be found at colletoncounty.org/coronavirus, or by using the email 

addresses and phone numbers on the County’s website at 

https://colletoncounty.org/department-services.  If you do not have access to the County’s 

website, please call 843-549-5221. 

 
 
REMINDERS AND HELPFUL LINKS 

The chain of command and direction and control during a public health emergency is different 

than what is exercised during a natural or human-made disaster. The South Carolina Department 

of Health and Environmental Control (DHEC) is the lead agency. DHEC officials are working closely 

with our federal partners at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).  

If you are concerned about the coronavirus (COVID-19) or experiencing respiratory or flu-like 

symptoms such as fever and/or cough, MUSC recommends you speak to an online virtual care 

provider. Virtual COVID-19 screenings are free. Just use the code COVID19 when you follow the 

link below and log in to MUSC’s Telehealth service.  No appointment is necessary, and this 

service also covers other conditions, such as allergy/hay fever, sinus infection, pink eye, sore 

throat, or the common cold. You can also call 843-261-5940 for more information. 

https://campaigns.muschealth.org/virtual-care/index.html 

For more information, please visit the links below.  
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 SCDHEC - https://www.scdhec.gov/health/infectious-diseases/viruses/coronavirus-
disease-2019-covid-19 

 John Hopkins Center Global Tracker –  
https://gisanddata.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/bda7594740fd40
299423467b48e9ecf6  

 CDC - https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html  

 WHO - https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019  

 Colleton County Government – https://www.colletoncounty.org/Coronavirus 
 

Should you have any questions, please visit Colleton County Fire-Rescue’s Emergency 

Management Division webpage at www.colletonfire.com. Colleton County Fire-Rescue’s 

Emergency Management Division and all of our Emergency Support Function partners have been 

collaborating for several weeks now and will continue to monitor COVID-19. 
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