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DUTY CUT ON SMARTPHONE
PARTS TO HIT ELECTRONICS

ECOSYSTEM: GTRI

Mid-week pnlls in Delhi on Feb 5

RAJESH KUMAR m NEW DELHI

ith an
Wannouncement of
the 70 assembly

seats in Delhi in a single
phase on February 5 and the
votes will be counted on
February 8 by the Election
Commission (EC), the stage
is set for a fierce triangular
contest between the
incumbent Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP), the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP), and the
Congress. The battle lines are
drawn  between  Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
developmental model versus
the © freebies’ model touted
by the AAP chief and former
Chief Minister  Arvind
Kejriwal, who is eyeing a hat-
trick, having swept the 2015
and 2020 elections with 67
and 62 seats, respectively.
The AAP faces anti-
incumbency;, corruption
allegations and an aggressive
BJP in its bid to assume
power for a third successive
term. The Congress will be
keen to regain the national
Capital.  Although  the
Congress and the AAP
contested the 2024 Lok Sabha
elections together as part of
the INDIA bloc, they will be
competing separately in the
upcoming Assembly polls.
Announcing the dates for the
Assembly polls in Delhi,
Chief Election
Commissioner Rajiv Kumar
said “It is a single-phase
election... We have
deliberately kept polling on a
Wednesday so more people
come out to vote... like we
did in Maharashtra. The
entire election process will be
completed by February 10”
With the EC’s announcement
of the election schedule, the
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a press conference for the announcement of the schedule for the Delhi Assembly elections
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India boosts surveillance for HMPV

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M NEW DELHI

mid the detection of cases of human
(HMPV)
Gujarat,
Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu, the Centre
has advised States to step up surveillance
for respiratory illnesses including ILI and
SARI to tackle any exigency, and create
awareness about the prevention of
transmission of the pathogen which is

metapneumovirus
infection in Karnataka,

fast spreading in China.

Union Health Secretary Punya Salila
Srivastava on Monday chaired a virtual
meeting with states and union territories
to take stock of respiratory illnesses and
HMPV cases in the country and public
health measures for their management, a
health ministry statement said. However,
the Centre has not issued any advisory

yet.

The Union Health Secretary said that
there is no cause of concern for the
public as HMPV has been present

surveillance.
advised to

HMPV |

FEMALE WAND i

globally since 2001, the statement said,
adding that States have been asked to
strengthen and review the ILI/SARI
“The States have been
enhance
education and communication (IEC)
and awareness among people regarding
the prevention of transmission of the
virus with simple measures such as
washing hands often with soap and
water; not touching eyes, nose, or mouth
with unwashed hands; avoiding close

contact

HMPV

have

information,

with  people  exhibiting

symptoms of the disease; and covering
mouth and nose when coughing and
sneezing,” said the statement.

is a
respiratory virus. It is a viral pathogen
that causes respiratory infections in
people of all age groups.

During the meeting, it was noted that
the IDSP data does not indicate any
unusual rise in influenza-like illness
(ILI) and severe acute respiratory
illnesses (SARI) cases anywhere in the
country. All the detected patients don't
any foreign
suggesting that the virus is indigenous,
This is also corroborated by the ICMR
sentinel surveillance data,
Srivastava reiterated that an increase in
respiratory illnesses is usually seen
during the winter months and that the
country is well prepared for any
potential surge in such cases, the
statement said.

globally recognised

travel history,

it said.

Model Code of Conduct
(MCC) is now in effect and
will remain so until the
conclusion of the polls.

The last date to file
nominations is January 17
and the scrutiny o
nominations will be done by
January 18. Candidates will
be able to withdraw their
nominations till January 20.
Of the 70 seats in Delhi, 58
are general and 12 reserved.
According to the electoral
roll, Delhi has 1.55 crore
voters -- 83.49 lakh men,
71.74 lakh women and 1,261
transgender persons. There
are 25.89 lakh young voters,
2.08 lakh first-time voters,
and 830 above the age of 100,
Kumar said. More than
13,000 polling stations will
be set up in Delhi, he said.
Kumar has urged candidates
and political party leaders to
refrain from making remarks
against women and
involving children during
poll campaigns. He was

EC CAUTIONS
CABINET ON DELHI
BUDGET PROVISIONS

STAFF REPORTER M NEW DELHI

he Election Commission

will write to the cabinet
secretary, informing that no
Delhi-specific provision can
be made in the Union Budget
that can disturb the level-
playing field, CEC Rajiv
Kumar said on Tuesday.
Polling for the 70-member
Delhi Assmebly will be held
on February 5 and the votes
counted on February 8.
Responding to a query about
the the Union Budget,
scheduled days ahead of the
polls, Kumar said, “We will
write to the cabinet secretary
that  no  Delhi-specific
provision can be made in the
Union Budget that can disturb
the level-playing field”

asked about the recent
comment made by BJP
leader Ramesh Bidhuri
against ~ Congress  MP
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra.

In 2020, the elections were
announced on January 6,
polling was held on February
8, and votes were counted on
February 11. The 70-
member Assembly’s term
concludes on February 23,
necessitating elections before
that to form a new House.
Except for the Lok Sabha
polls last year when AAP and
Congress joined hands and
together got an impressive
vote share of 43.1%, the two
parties-despite having a
similar vote bank-have
always contested separately.
However, while AAP’s vote
share, since its maiden
election in 2013, was
constantly on the higher
side, the number of people
voting for Congress
decreased significantly in the
last decade.

6.8-magnitude guake in Tihet kills
95 people with tremors felt in Nepal

PTI ® BEIJING

A6.8-magnitude earthquake struck near one
of Tibet’s holiest cities on Tuesday, killing
at least 95 people and injuring 130 others with
tremors also shaking buildings and forcing
people to run to the streets in neighbouring

Nepal.

According to regional

quake’s magnitude at 7.1.

At least 95 people have been confirmed dead
and 130 others injured as of 3 p.M. Tuesday
(local time), state-run Xinhua news agency

reported.

Chinese President Xi Jinping has ordered all-
out rescue efforts to carry out relief and
rescue operations in the affected areas.

Xi ordered utmost efforts to treat the injured
and urged efforts to prevent secondary

disaster
headquarters, the quake jolted Dingri County
in Xigaze in Tibet Autonomous Region in
China at 9:05 am Tuesday (Beijing Time).
The US Geological Service, however, put the

relief

Rescue workers search for survivors in the aftermath of

earthquake in Changsuo Township of Dingri in Xigaze,

southwestern China's Tibet Autonomous Region

PTI

disasters, properly resettle affected residents,

and handle the aftermath work effectively.

efforts.

Following the quake, China Earthquake
Administration
emergency service response and sent a work
team to the site to assist with disaster relief

launched a level-II
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MAX 16.2°C(-2.8)
MIN 10.5°C(+3.6)

SC orders quick
appointments in CIC

PWD Wlthdl‘aWS AtIShI S hungalow allotment

RAJESH KUMAR B NEW DELHI

In a twist to the ongoing
row over Delhi chief
minister’s official residence at
6, Flag Staff Road at Civil
Lines, the Public Works
Department (PWD) has
withdrawn its offer to allot
the bungalow to Chief
Minister Atishi, as she did

not take “physical
possession” of the house
despite multiple requests

from the department and
issuance of “authority slip”
last October. Countering her
claim that she was evicted
from her official residence
for the second time in three
months, PWD’s sources have
said that the question of
eviction doesn’t arise because
she never took possession of
the bungalow. The PWD has
now offered two choices of
accommodation to Atishi -

Bungalow 2 at 8 Raj Niwas
and Bungalow 115 at Ansari
Road Daryaganj - and asked
her to submit her choice

within eight days.
‘A night Dbefore the
announcement  of  the

election date, the BJP-led
government at the Centre has
thrown me out of the chief
minister’s residence for the
second time in two months. I
was sent a letter stating that
the allotment had been
cancelled. The residence has
been snatched from the
elected chief minister of an
elected government. They
did the same thing three
months ago, when I became
chief minister. My belongings
and those of my family were
thrown out of the house and
on the road,” the chief
minister said in Hindi.

In a letter dated January 6,
the PWD letter indicates that

Atishi has not been evicted,
as she never took possession
of the bungalow that was
allocated to her. Secondly,
her official residence at 17
AB Mathura Road remains
allocated to her, and she has
been offered two other
bungalows to choose from.
The letter from the PWD also
clarified that the withdrawal
of the offer for the Flag Staff
Road bungalow occurred for
two main reasons: Atishi
failed to take possession of
the property within the
required one-week period,
despite it being offered three
months earlier.

Secondly, the ‘Sheesh Mahal,
where the bungalow is
located, is currently under
investigation by the CBI, ED,
and CAG, due to concerns
over potential corruption
related to its construction.
“Besides, she was supposed

‘Rajasthan Maru Udaan’ women's
empowerment rolis ﬂllt statewide

\

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
JAIPUR

An initiative for women’s
empowerment with a 360-
degree broad-based approach
that was launched in Barmer in
November will now be
extended to cover the entirety
of Rajasthan. ‘Maru Udaan’
was started by Barmer
collector Tina Dabi for
empowering women. The
initiative will be rolled out
across the state on Thursday.

The ‘Rajasthan Maru Udaan’
initiative will cover a range of
activities and sessions such as
on mental and physical health,
skills training, personal finance
mamnagement,

entrepreneurship from home,
self-defence, cybercrime and
driving courses.

It will include training
workshops for millet cookies,
environment  conservation,
and water and  waste
management. Health camps in
vulnerable pockets will also be
held. The activities will be
organised at the district and
the Panchayat Samiti level.

“Keeping in mind the

programme’s utility —and
effectiveness, it will be
implement in all districts from
January 9 under the name
‘Rajasthan Maru Udaan)
Neetu Rajeshwar, the women

empowerment  department
commissioner, said in an
order.

The medical and health,
industries, police, transport,
agriculture and horticulture,

and the education
departments will participate in
the programme. The

expenditure for programmes
and activities to be organised
under ‘Rajasthan Maru Udaan’
can be used from the budget of
the Beti Bachao Beti Padhao
Yojana.

to take possession of the
house within 1 week and she
did not do so in 3 months.
The rules clearly stipulate
that said officials adding
an official residence 17 AB
Mathura Road is already
allotted to her and she has
again been given an offer of
three other lavish
bungalows including
bungalow number 2 at 8 Raj
Niwas Road and bungalow
number 115 at Ansari Road,
Daryan Ganj.

In a notice dated January 6,
2025, Delhi government’s
Public Works Department
(PWD) said the bungalow at
6, Flag Staff Road is also not
a designated house for Delhi
CM as it belongs to “General
Pool” as per official records.
The CM has been offered
allotment of Bungalow No 2
at 8 Raj Niwas Lane, Civil
Lines and Bungalow No 115
Ansari Road Daryaganj
from “General Pool”.

After former Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal vacated the
Civil Lines bungalow on
October 4, 2024, Atishi had
shifted to the house on
October 6. However, she
was asked to vacate the
premises on October 9 by
the officials of PWD, a
department she heads. She
vacated the bungalow the
same day. Maintaining that
an official “handover” of the
property from Kejriwal to
the department is yet to take
place, PWD officials had
then said the house has been
sealed.

BSF retutes
claims of BGB
control over
horder area

PTI W PETRAPOLE

The BSF on Tuesday said
that fencing work at the
border between India and
Bangladesh in Malda district
was going on in a peaceful
manner. BSF South Bengal
DIG Nilotpal Kumar Pandey
said the Border Guard
Bangladesh (BGB) had
raised an objection over the
matter.

He said that a reply has been
given to the BGB by the BSF
authorities.

“Everything is going on in a
peaceful manner,” Pandey
told reporters in Petrapole in
North 24 Parganas district.
Asked about reports in the
Bangladeshi press claiming
that the BGB has taken
control of the 5-km border
region situated along the
Kodala river in Mohespur
upazilla in Jhenaidah, the
BSF officer said these reports
were totally baseless.

India's GDP growth to he
slowest since Pandemic

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B
NEW DELHI

India’s economic growth rate
is estimated to slip to a four-
year low of 6.4 per cent in
2024-25, mainly on account
of poor showing by the
manufacturing and services
sector, according to
government data released on
Tuesday.

The gross domestic product
(GDP) rate of 6.4 per cent will
be the lowest since the Covid
year (2020-21) when the
country witnessed a negative
growth of 5.8 per cent. It was
9.7 per cent in 2021-22; 7 per
cent in 2022-23; and 8.2 per
cent in the last fiscal ended
March 2024.

The first advance estimates of
National Income for 2024-25
released by the National
Statistics Office (NSO) is
lower than the 6.6 per cent
projected by the Reserve Bank
in December 2024. It is also a
tad lower than the finance
ministry’s initial projection of
6.5-7 per cent. The advance
estimates will be used in
preparation for the Union
Budget to be presented by
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman in the Lok Sabha
on February 1.

The manufacturing sector
output is expected to
decelerate to 5.3 per cent
from a high of 9.9 per cent
recorded in the previous
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fiscal, NSO said in the first
advance estimates of National
Income for 2024-25. The
services sector, comprising
trade, hotels, transport and
communications, is estimated
to expand at 5.8 per cent
agamst 6.4 per cent in 2023-

On the other hand, the farm
sector is estimated to record a
growth of 3.8 per cent in the
current fiscal, up from 1.4 per
cent in 2023-24. “Real GDP
has been estimated to grow
by 6.4 per cent in FY 2024-25
as compared to the growth
rate of 8.2 per cent in
Provisional Estimate (PE) of
GDP for FY 2023-24, NSO
said.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
NEW DELHI

Expressing displeasure, the
Supreme  Court on
Tuesday directed
Government to immediately
fill up the vacancies in the
Central Information
Commission and  State
Information Commissions.
Court also made
observations on posting only
retired  bureaucrats  as
Information Commissioners,
while the law suggests for
posting of people from
different walks of life.
Asking for an expeditious
selection of information
commissioners in the CIC, a
bench of Justices Surya Kant
and N Kotiswar Singh told
Centre, “These posts need
to be filled at the earliest
otherwise what is the use of
having the institution, if we
don’t have people working?”
The bench criticised the
appointments being made
only from a particular
category of candidates in
the CIC and SICs, and
mulled taking a judicial
note on the presence of
bureaucrats, and not people
from all walks of life, in
these Commissions. “We
can take judicial notice of
fact that entire
Commissions are loaded
with only one category of
people. Why should only
bureaucrats be appointed
and why not people from
different walks of life are
appointed. We don’t want to
say more but this needs to
be looked into, Justice Surya
Kant said.

Punjah village rewards liguor, IlJ free, wetdings with cash

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B
CHANDIGARH/NEW DELHI

In a unique initiative which may set
an example for others both in rural
and urban India, a panchayat in
district
announced an incentive of Rs 21,000
to families who won't serve liquor or
play DJ music at wedding ceremonies.
The decision was taken to encourage
villagers not to indulge in wasteful
expenditure on marriage functions

Punjab’s  Bathinda

and curb liquor abuse.

Ballo village Sarpanch Amarjit Kaur
said that it is generally seen that
quarrels erupt at functions where
alcohol is served and loud music is
played. Moreover, the loud music also
disturbs the studies of students.
want to encourage people not to
indulge in wasteful expenditure during

wedding functions,” she said.

The sarpanch said the panchayat has

has

“We

passed a resolution under which if a
family does not serve liquor or play DJ
music at wedding functions, it will be
given Rs 21,000. Ballo village has a
population of around 5,000 people.

Kaur further said the panchayat has
sought from the government to set up

a stadium in the village so the youth
can be encouraged to take part in
sports activities.
stadium in the village so that different
games can be organised,” said the
Sarpanch. The panchayat has also
proposed to set up a biogas plant in the

“There should be a

village. Free seeds will be given to
farmers who opt for organic farming,
she said.

Wedding season becomes a mess for
the city like national Capital Delhi
where liquors, loud music, crackers
have become a fashion and people are
ostentatious about it.
music and crackers but the city goes
under complete mess due to choking
traffic situation. Wish marriage could
be held in a civilised manner but Delhi
is more horrible during the weddings
season. This is worse for the senior
citizens and elderly people as the
marriage processions (baraat) never
deem fit to care about neighbourhood
issue. I have been facing this every
wedding season and worse during
winters when Delhi air is bad. Hope
RWAs and social organizations take a
cue from small town like Bhatinda,”
said Abhay Banerjee, a resident of
Khanpurin south Delhi area.

“Not only loud
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Swami Vivekananda Yuva Shakti Mission gets Cabinet nod

STAFF REPORTER M BHOPAL

he State Cabinet meet-

ing, chaired by Chief

Minister Mohan Yadav,
was held at Mantralaya. In a
significant decision, the
Cabinet granted in-principle
approval for the launch of the
Swami Vivekananda Yuva
Shakti Mission. This initiative
aims to foster youth-orient-
ed activities and consolidate
them into a coordinated plat-
form for the socio-econom-
ic development of the state’s
youth.
During the 2024
Independence Day celebra-
tions, Chief Minister . Mohan
Yadav announced the imple-
mentation of four key mis-
sions in the state: Annadaata
(Kisan) Kalyan, Yuva Shakti,
Nari Shakti, and Garib
Kalyan. Aligned with this

vision, the Swami
Vivekananda Yuva Shakti
Mission aims to create a
partnership platform to coor-
dinate youth-oriented activ-
ities, fostering the state’s
holistic development. The
mission will officially launch
on 12 January 2025, com-

memorating Swami
Vivekananda’s birth anniver-
sary (Youth Day).

Its primary objectives are to
build self-confidence among
the youth, enhance skills and
prepare them for competitive
challenges, and promote
activities that develop and
showcase their talents. The
mission focuses on three
main components: Dialogue,
Ability, and Prosperity,
designed to ensure a holistic
approach to empowering the
youth.

The Swami Vivekananda

Yuva Shakti Mission has out-

lined three key goals to
empower the youth. The first
goal is to ensure that the
income level of every youth
meets or exceeds the rate of
a minimum-skilled category
worker. Second is striving to
ensure that every youth com-
pletes education up to Class
12. This goal will be achieved
in class 10th by the year 2028
and in class 12th by the year
2030. The third goal is to

encourage youth participa-
tion in social initiatives for
the betterment of society.
The mission aims for 70 per-
cent participation by the year
2030.

Decision to enter into a
cooperative agreement to
double the income of milk
producers

To strengthen the coopera-
tive system and expand the
reach of the Sanchi brand
under the Animal
Husbandry and Dairy
Department, the Cabinet
approved a collaboration
agreement between the M.P.
State Co-operative Dairy
Federation Ltd., associated
milk unions, and the
National Dairy Development
Board (NDDB). This initia-
tive aims to double the
income of milk producers in
Madhya Pradesh and pro-

mote milk production.
Under the collaboration
agreement between the M.P.
State Co-operative Dairy
Federation Limited and the
National Dairy Development
Board (NDDB), collection
centers will be established in
every Gram Panchayat to
ensure fair pricing for milk
producers.Milk unions’ pro-
cessing capacity will be
expanded. Approximately Rs
1,500 crore will be invested
over the next five years. The
number of milk committees
will increase from 6,000 to
9,000. Daily milk collection
will grow from 10.5 lakh kg
to 20 lakh kg. Annual income
for milk producers is target-
ed to rise from Rs 1,700
crore to Rs 3,500 crore.
Efforts will be made to pro-
mote the Sanchi brand at the
national level.

Six-day ATAL FDP inaugurated at Medi Caps University

PNS H INDORE

six-day ATAL
AF a culty
Development

Program (FDP) on
'Robotics and Automation
in Advanced
Manufacturing and
Industry 4.0' commenced at
Medi-Caps University with
an inspiring inaugural cer-
emony. The event was
graced by Prof. I. A. Palani,
Dean of Research and
Development, IIT Indore,
along with the Hon'ble
Vice-Chancellor of Medi-
Caps University, the Pro-
Vice Chancellor, the Dean
of Engineering, and the
Head of the Mechanical
Engineering Department.

In his keynote address,
Prof. Palani emphasized
that automation is no
longer a choice but a neces-
sity for human civilization.

He urged academia and
industry to adopt automa-
tion widely to stay com-
petitive and innovative in
the evolving technological
landscape.

The Vice-Chancellor, in
his enlightening speech,
stressed the importance
of balancing technological
advancements with soci-
etal values. He highlighted
that while rapid progress is
vital, addressing small but
basic human needs should
not be overlooked.

The Pro-Vice Chancellor
shared valuable insights
on the responsible and
safe use of technology,
emphasizing its role in
promoting the welfare of
humanity.

The Dean of Engineering
elaborated on the expo-
nential growth of robotics
and automation, present-
ing statistical evidence to

underscore the importance
of staying abreast of tech-
nological developments.
Welcoming the partici-
pants, the Head of the
Mechanical Engineering
Department highlighted
the enthusiastic response
received for this FDP, with
attendees from esteemed
institutions such as IITs,
NITs, and government col-
leges.

The program concluded
with a vote of thanks by
the FDP Coordinator, who
expressed gratitude to all
dignitaries and partici-
pants for their support
and active involvement.
This FDP aims to enhance
an in-depth understanding
of robotics and automa-
tion, equipping educators
with the knowledge and
tools needed to lead the
next wave of innovation in
Industry 4.0.

Alok Chatterjee passes away

Bhopal: Veteran theatre person-
ality Alok Chatterjee died of
multi organ failure under inten-
sive care at a city hospital late on
Monday night. He was 64.

Chatterjee, the second National
School of Drama (NSD) Gold
Medallist after thespian Om Puri,
had been battling kidney and
pancreatic complications for a
while now. A recipient of the
prestigious Sangeet Natak
Akademi Award, Chatterjee was
born in Damoh, he moved to
Jabalpur in his teens and later set-
tled in Bhopal where he remained
actively involved in theatre till his
failing health had him step back.

A man rides with his children on a cold winter moring in Bhopal on Tuesday.
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Cold wave grips MP, day temperature dips 6.4 degree in Bhopal

STAFF REPORTER M BHOPAL

severe cold wave has

once again swept across

Madhya Pradesh, leav-
ing the entire state shivering
under the grip of icy winds.
The day temperature in the
state capital, Bhopal, dropped
sharply by 6.4 degrees to set-
tle at 21.4 degrees Celsius,
marking a significant dip.
Rewa emerged as the coldest
region in the state, with the
mercury plunging to 18
degrees Celsius. Gwalior fol-
lowed closely at 18.4 degrees
Celsius, while Indore record-
ed 22.1 degrees Celsius, Ujjain
22.5 degrees Celsius, and
Jabalpur 21.4 degrees Celsius.
In Bhopal, the impact of cold
winds was noticeable through-
out the day, intensifying the
chill in the air and forcing res-
idents to bundle up.
The Meteorological

Met Department
attributed the
ongoing cold
wave to strong
winds
originating from
North

Department attributed the
ongoing cold wave to strong
winds originating from
regions such as Jammu and
Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, and Ladakh, all
of which have recently expe-
rienced heavy snowfall. On
Monday, jet streams were
recorded blowing at a speed of
204 km per hour at an altitude
of 12.6 km, contributing to
increased wind speeds in
Madhya Pradesh. These winds
are expected to intensify the
cold further, with the cold
wave likely to persist for the

next 20 to 22 days.

Daytime temperatures across
other regions of the state
also saw significant drops.
Pachmarhi recorded 19.9
degrees Celsius, Dhar 21.6
degrees Celsius, Guna 21.3
degrees Celsius, Raisen 23.2
degrees Celsius, Ratlam 22.5
degrees Celsius, Khajuraho
20.2 degrees Celsius,
Nowgong 19.8 degrees
Celsius, Satna 19.5 degrees
Celsius, Sidhi 19.6 degrees
Celsius, Tikamgarh 20
degrees Celsius, and Seoni
23.4 degrees Celsius.

In addition to the plummet-
ing daytime temperatures,
night temperatures also
recorded sharp declines.
Indore experienced a 3-
degree drop, bringing the
minimum temperature down
to 9.3 degrees Celsius. Dense
fog enveloped several areas,
including Raisen, further dis-
rupting normal life and

——

Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Mohan Yadav chairs a meetingwth is Cabinet Ministers at State Mantralaya in Bhopal on Tuesday.
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AIIMS Bhopal performs rare c

STAFF REPORTER M BHOPAL

he All India Institute
I of Medical Scineces

(AIIMS) Bhopal has
once again demonstrated its
excellence in medical
research, innovation and
patient care.
Recently, the cardiology
department at AIIMS
Bhopal successfully per-
formed the transcatheter
closure of a rare portocaval
shunt, a condition involving
abnormal vascular connec-
tions between the portal
vein and the hepatic vein.
This marks the central India
first such Intervention.
A nine-year-old boy pre-
sented at AIIMS Bhopal
with right foot trauma
requiring debridement.
During pre-operative evalu-
ation, his oxygen saturation
(SaO2) was notably low at
75%, and he exhibited
cyanosis.
He was referred to the car-
diology department for fur-

ther assessment. Dr.
Bhushan Shah of cardiology
department performed a
bubble contrast echocardio-
graphy study which sug-
gested an extracardiac pul-
monary arteriovenous mal-
formation (AVM).

Subsequent abdominal
ultrasonography revealed an
intrahepatic portocaval
shunt (patent ductus veno-
sus). Diagnosis was con-
firmed with CT pulmonary
angiography and cardiac CT,

ardiac

establishing the presence of
a Ductus Venosus shunt.
The patient had a signifi-
cantly elevated ammonia
levels, which could lead to
hepatic encephalopathy and
portal hypertension, hence
necessitated intervention.
The cardiology team lead by
Dr.Bhushan Shah planned a
transcatheter closure of the
Ductus Venosus shunt.
The procedure was per-
formed via neck vein and a
nitinol device was success-

surgery on

adding to the chill.

The cold winds are expected
to dominate regions such as
Gwalior, Sheopur, Morena,
and others, prolonging the icy
conditions. Meteorological
experts predict that the chilly
weather will persist, with
another spell of cold expect-
ed in the coming days. A
Western Disturbance is fore-
cast to become active in
North-West India by January
10, which could lead to fur-
ther dips in temperature and
light drizzle in parts of the
state around January 12.

As Madhya Pradesh braces
for continued cold weather,
residents are urged to prepare
for extended chilly condi-
tions. The state remains
under the influence of freez-
ing winds, dense fog, and
dropping temperatures,
impacting daily life and mak-
ing this one of the coldest
spells of the season.

9-year-old boy

fully deployed into the intra-
hepatic Ductus Venosus.
Follow-up angiography con-
firmed no residual shunting,
and the patient's ammonia
levels normalized on post-
closure follow up.

Prof. Singh highlighted the
significance of this achieve-
ment and said: "This tran-
scatheter procedure repre-
sents a monumental step in
the field of pediatric cardi-
ology in India.

It not only high-
lights the technical expertise
and dedication of our med-
ical teams but also under-
scores AIIMS Bhopal's com-
mitment to advancing
healthcare and providing
cutting-edge solutions to
complex medical condi-
tions."

The surgical team included
Dr. Bhushan Shah, Dr.
Sudesh Prajapati, and Dr.
Ashish Jain from the
Cardiology Department,
along with Cardiac
Anesthetist Dr Harish.

BHEL's legacy and future vision
shared with |AS trainee officers

STAFF REPORTER M BHOPAL

HEL has played a vital
B role in the industrial and

economic development
of the country. With the passage
of time, BHEL has entered into
various business areas and
established its reputation by
keeping in view the expecta-
tions of the customers, said SM
Ramanathan, Executive
Director, BHEL, Bhopal while
addressing the Officer Trainees
of All India Administrative
Service in a meeting held on
Tuesday. BK Singh, General
Manager (HR) and RK
Agarwal, General Manager
(SOM) were also present on the
occasion.
Ramanathan said that the
equipment manufactured by
BHEL is manufactured as per
stringent standards of quality
and there is no compromise
with the set standards any-
where in the production
process. This is the reason why
customers have full faith in
BHEL products and BHEL has
maintained the trust of cus-
tomers in all the sectors. BHEL
is supplying equipment in
power sector, industry sector,
transport, nuclear energy, non-
conventional energy and hydro
power as well as defence and

other new areas. Congratulating
the young trainees for choosing
a career in the service of the
country, he said that BHEL has
a special place in the field of
engineering not only in the
country but also at the inter-
national level. It is a matter of
pleasure for BHEL if they can
take maximum benefit of the
technology and experience
available in this organisation.
On this occasion, Agarwal
informed the trainee officers
about various products manu-
factured by BHEL, Bhopal and
the facilities available here. He
also informed about the pro-
jects and industries for which
BHEL has supplied equipment
in India and various countries
of the world.

He also gave information about
the diversification initiatives
by BHEL in accordance with
the changing business require-
ments. Presentation was given
by Mr. Mohit Shah, Senior
Deputy General Manager
(CPX).

All the trainees visited UHV
Lab, New Transformer Block,
Transportation Block-9 and
Golden Jubilee Block. The visit
was coordinated by Mr. Sanjay
Rajbanshi, Deputy Manager
(Publicity & Public Relations),
BHEL, Bhopal.

Youth caught with
3.6Kgs of Cannabis
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he Bhopal Police Crime
I Branch took swift action

and arrested 23-year-old
Kunal Kushwaha oof Kainchi
Chola, Bhopal and seized 3.6
kgs of Cannabis from his pos-
session.
The police had been closely
monitoring the illegal drug
trade in the city under the
direction of Police
Commissioner
Harinarayanchari Mishra and
Additional Police
Commissioner Shri Pankaj
Srivastava.
Police team while patrolling
spotted a suspicious individual
on an Activa near the Reliance
Petrol Pump, Aerocity Road,
Gandhi Nagar. Upon approach-
ing and questioning the indi-
vidual, he identified himself as
Kunal Kushwaha and admitted
to owning the Activa. When the
officers searched the trunk of
the Activa, they discovered
three packets wrapped in brown
tape. Kunal confessed that the
packets contained ganja.
The total weight of the ganja
seized was 3 kg 600 grams. A
case was filed against Kunal
Kushwaha under Section 8 and
20 of the NDPS Act, and an
investigation has been initiated.

25-year-old doctor arrested for allegedly
raping his colleague in Gwalior
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25-year-old doctor
Awas arrested by the

Gwalior police on
Tuesday for allegedly raping
his colleague at an aban-
doned boys' hostel on the
premises of a government
medical college. The inci-
dent reportedly occurred on
Sunday when the 25-year-
old victim was preparing
for an examination, accord-
ing to city superintendent of
police Ashok Jadon.
The accused had called the
victim to meet him at the old
and unused hostel building.
Upon her arrival, the man
allegedly threatened and
sexually assaulted her. The
matter came to light after the
victim filed a complaint at
the Kampu police station,
leading to the immediate
arrest of the accused. Police
officials confirmed that fur-
ther investigation into the
case is underway.
This incident has raised con-
cerns about safety in educa-
tional and medical institu-
tions. Authorities are now
examining the circum-
stances that allowed such an
incident to occur on gov-
ernment medical college

premises.

The case has drawn parallels
to another shocking incident
that occurred in Kolkata
earlier this year. On August
9, the body of a 31-year-old
post-graduate doctor was
discovered in the seminar
hall of RG Kar Medical
College and Hospital. She
had been brutally raped and
murdered by a civic volun-
teer, Sanjay Roy, who was
later arrested by Kolkata
police.

Following directions from
the Calcutta High Court, the
case was handed over to the
Central Bureau  of
Investigation (CBI). During
the course of the probe, the
former college principal,
Sandeep Ghosh, and Tala
police station officer
Abhijeet Mondal were
arrested for allegedly
attempting to destroy evi-
dence. Ghosh is also under
investigation by the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) for financial irregular-
ities during his tenure.
These incidents have spot-
lighted the need for stringent
security measures and swift
legal actions to ensure safe-
ty and justice within medical
institutions and beyond.
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Artstes from Rewa perform during 2th tate level Yuva Utsav-2025 a agar tadi

Nominations invited for e-governance awards
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he Department of
TAdministrative Reforms

and Public Grievances,
Government of India, has
invited nominations for the
National E-Governance Award
till February 15, 2025.
Nominations can be made by
Central Ministries,
Departments, State, Union
Territory Governments,
Districts, Local Bodies, Public

Sector Undertakings and
Academic and Research
Institutions. This process has
started from January 7, 2025.
According to the Official
sources, the Department of
Administrative Reforms and
Public Grievances (DARPG)
and the Ministry of Electronics
and Information Technology (
MeitY ), Government of India
will give this award in the 28th
e-Governance National
Conference - NCEG
Conference for Constructive

Exchange of views on some of
the Latest Technologies to
Promote e-governance.
Under the National e-
Governance Awards 2025, 16
awards will be given to Central
Ministries, Departments, State,
Union Territory Governments,
Districts, Local Bodies, Public
Sector Undertakings and
Academic and Research
Institutions under 6 categories
of the award scheme, which
includes 10 Gold, 6 Silver
Awards this time.
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250 strong MP contingent for National Youth Festival: Sarang
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ports and Youth Welfare
SMinister Vishwas Kailash

Sarang has said that the
Prime Minister of the country
Narendra Modi has given the
formula of poor, youth,
Annadaata and Nari with focus
on the vision of Vikasit Bharat
@ 2047 and 'GYAN'. The role of
youth is most crucial in the
building of a developed India.
With this inspiration, under the
leadership of Chief Minister Dr.
Mohan Yadav, the Sports and
Youth Welfare Department has
been continuously working on
various programmes and activ-
ities under youth welfare in the
last one year. At present, the
28th National Youth Festival is
being organised in a phased
manner.
Sarang said that with the aim of
ensuring the participation of

youth in the vision of Viksit
Bharat @ 2047, the Central
Government has provided the
platform of "Viksit Bharat
Young Leaders Dialogue". In
this, the selected youth will
meet Prime Minister Shri Modi
and put forward new ideas for
the progress of the nation. In
the first phase, the "Digital
Quiz" has been conducted
online on My Bharat Portal
from 25 November to 10
December 2024. In this,
Madhya Pradesh had the high-
est participation of 1.79 lakh
youth in the country. In the
second phase, a total of 1986
essays were received online on
10 topics in the essay writing
competition. A total of 250 par-
ticipants, including 25 partici-
pants from each topic, were
selected for the state level com-
petition. In the third phase, the
250 youth selected in the sec-

ond phase made a presentation
on 10 topics in the state level
championship. 45 participants
were selected in this.

<The Minister Shri informed
that in the next and final fourth
phase, 45 participants selected
in the third phase of the state
will present their views and
ideas in the creation of a devel-
oped India before Prime
Minister Shri Modi at Bharat
Mandapam New Delhi for par-
ticipation in the National
Championship on 11 and 12
January 2025. In Yuva
Mahotsav, special arrangements
have been made for the state
level Yuva Mahotsav along with
the districts, divisions of the
state. This year Yuva Mahotsav
was organized in a total of 7 cat-
egories such as group folk song,
group folk singing, painting,
speech, science fair, story writ-
ing and poetry writing. Yuva

Mahotsav was organized in the
state from 18 to 26 December
2024 at the district level with
10,500 participants and from 3
to 5 January 2025 at the divi-
sional level with 1700 partici-
pants.

Minister Sarang informed that
the state level Yuva Mahotsav
was inaugurated on 6 January
2025. In this, about 350 partic-
ipants from 10 divisions are par-
ticipating in 7 categories. The
team of the state selected from
the state level will participate in
the national level Yuva
Mahotsav organised in New
Delhi on 12 January. Special
attention is being given to the
role of the youth of the state in
realising the goal of Developed
India @ 2047 by developing
awareness, spirit of service and
sense of dedication towards the
nation.

Sarang informed that PARTH

(PARTH  Police Army
Recruitment Training & Hunar)
scheme has been prepared to
provide employment to the
patriotic and energetic youth of
the state in the police and army
and to awaken the feeling of
patriotism. The scheme will be
inaugurated by Chief Minister
Dr. Yadav on 8 January 2025 at
1 pm in the closing ceremony of
the state level Yuva Mahotsav
programme at TT Nagar
Stadium Bhopal. Under the
scheme, the training scheme
will be conducted at the division
level to provide pre-recruit-
ment physical and mental train-
ing to the youth of the state for
employment in the Indian
Army, Police, Para Military etc.
Schemes for the pre-recruit-
ment training programme
for youth will be conducted at
the division level of the
department.
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Minister for Sports and Youth Welfare Vishw;s Kailash Sarang talking to media persons at TT Nagar Stadium in Bhopal on

Tuesday.
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Madhya Pradesh Governor Mangubhai Patel with newly posted Commissioner Madhya Pradesh State Election Commission

Manoj Shrivastav during a meeting at Raj Bhawan in Bhopal on Tuesday.
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Rs 6L recovered from ticketless passengers
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checking campaign span-

ning nine railway stations on
Tuesday, railway ofticials appre-
hended 1,195 passengers and
recovered revenue in excess of
Rs 6 lakhs.
The ticket-checking activity
was conducted at Bhopal
Junction, Rani Kamalapati, Sant
Hirdaram Nagar, Guna, Bina,
Itarsi, Harda, Vidisha, and
Narmadapuram railway sta-
tions.
The drive was conducted from
6 AM to 2 PM, with the partic-
ipation of 10 supervisors and
107 ticket-checking staff. Exit
routes at stations were sealed to
ensure all passengers underwent
inspection.
Tickets of passengers on 135
trains were checked, with rail-
way officials penalising 566

In an eight-hour ticket-

ticketless passengers to the tune
of Rs 3,32,555.

Six hundred passengers found
travelling on irregular tickets
were fined Rs 2,94,025, while 29
other violations led to the recov-
ery of Rs 6,400.

The drive culminated in total
revenue of Rs 6,32,980.
Passengers were advised to trav-
el with valid tickets and main-
tain cleanliness.

Railway officials said the cam-
paign ensures compliance with
ticketing rules, boosts railway
revenue, and promotes a
smooth, safe, and clean travel
experience.

They urged passengers to trav-
el with valid tickets and empha-
sised that waitlisted e-tickets
and platform tickets do not
permit travel. Notably, a simi-
lar checking drive last month
had resulted in the recovery of
over Rs 8.6 lakhs in penalties.

KTR help sought to
free leopard

Bhopal: Forest officials in
Mandla district of Madhya
Pradesh sought rescue aid from
wildlife experts at Kanha Tiger
Reserve (KTR) after a leopard got
entangled in a farm fencing at
Guda Anjania village on Tuesday
morning.

A large crowd gathered at the
spot as the news of the entangled
leopard spread to neighbourin
villages. Police and wildlife offi-
cials reached the spot and
attempted to barricade the area.
DFO Mandla (east) Ridhibha
Netam, who is leading the rescue
operation, has reportedly sought
assistance from KTR manage-
ment to save the distressed feline.
Sources at KTR said a rescue
team has been dispatched to the
site to help extricate the leopard
from the fencing. Assistance has
also been requested from the
police to help control crowds
from getting ise to the animal.

Bhopal to vie for UNESCO City of Literature tag
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hopal is vying for glob-
Bal recognition as a

UNESCO City of
Literature, with political
leaders and cultural figures
pooling efforts to highlight
the city's rich literary her-
itage and vibrant cultural
landscape.
The Minister of State for
Tourism and Culture,
Dharmendra Bhav Singh
Lodhi, stated that Bhopal,
renowned for its rich culture,
historical heritage, and nat-
ural beauty, would be grant-
ed the global recognition.
Minister Lodhi was speaking
at the stakeholders' seminar
on Bhopal's nomination for
the UNESCO Creative Cities
Network in the field of lit-

erature, held at Mulla
Ramooji Culture Bhawan.
Mayor Malti Rai signed the
application and declaration
for Bhopal’s nomination in
the field of literature. She
said that every possible effort
would be made to get Bhopal
declared a UNESCO City of
Literature. This achievement
will enhance the pride of the
city.

The Principal Secretary of
Culture, Tourism, and
Managing Director of the
Tourism Board, Shiv
Shekhar Shukla, shared that
efforts are being made to
nominate Bhopal as a
UNESCO City of Literature
within the Creative Cities
Network.

Last year, UNESCO recog-
nized Kozhikode in Kerala

as a City of Literature. Now;
efforts are being made to
make Bhopal the second city
in India to receive this hon-
our. The Madhya Pradesh
Tourism Board has pre-
pared the dossier for
Bhopal’s nomination, which
will be sent to the Ministry
of Culture, Government of
India.

After the Ministry’s
approval, the dossier will be
forwarded to UNESCO for
evaluation. During the sem-
inar, stakeholders were
briefed on UNESCO’s
Creative Cities Network,
which recognises cities
under seven categories:
Crafts and Folk Art, Design,
Film, Gastronomy,
Literature, Music, and
Media Arts.

State government committed to cow protection: CM
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hief Minister Mohan Yadav
‘ has emphasized the state

government’s commitment
to cow protection and promotion.
Our focus is on ensuring the well-
being of cattle by providing prop-
er care, food, and nutrition.
Alongside this, efforts are being
made to enhance the income of
cattle rearers. Various schemes are
being introduced to support these
goals, including the promotion of
animal husbandry and milk pro-
duction in the state.
Animals living in registered cow
shelters were earlier given a feed
subsidy of Rs 20 per animal per
day, which is now being increased
to Rs 40. The government is also
planning to introduce a bonus
scheme for milk producers. He
said that cow rearing will also

160 screened for congenital heart issues
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special screening camp
Awas organised at the

District Early
Intervention Centre (DEIC) in
the state capital on Tuesday to
detect congenital heart dis-
eases in young children.
The camp, organised by the
office of the Chief Medical and
Health Officer (CMHO),
screened 164 children for heart-
related issues.
An echocardiogram was per-
formed on 155 children by
paediatric cardiologists. The
children were identified by the
Rashtriya Bal Swasthya
Karyakram (RBSK) team at
the field level.
RBSK conducts screenings for
various diseases in children at
Anganwadi centres and schools.
During the field screenings,
children showing early signs of
congenital heart diseases were
referred to the District Early
Intervention Centre at Jai
Prakash District Hospital for

consultation.

The specialist examination of
the children was carried out by
Paediatric Cardiologist Dr
Supratim Sen. Follow-up exam-
inations were also conducted
for children who had previously
undergone free heart surgery.
During the screening, 49 chil-
dren were identified for surgery.
These children will receive free
treatment under the National
Child Health Programme.
CMHO Dr Prabhakar Tiwari
said the National Child Health
Programme is being imple-
mented for the treatment of
various diseases in children up
to the age of 18.

As part of the programme
RBSK teams visit Anganwadi
centres and schools to identify
children with congenital disor-
ders, malnutrition, childhood
diseases, and developmental
delays.

Over 550 children have under-
gone free heart surgeries
through the District Early
Intervention Centre in the past.

Dumkhar- A wind instrument on display

Bhopal: Under the popular
museum series ‘Exhibit of the
Month’ of Indira Gandhi
Rashtriya Manav Sangrahalaya, a
traditional object is displayed in
the appearance for a whole
month. The exhibit for the month
of January 25 Dumkhar - A
Wind Instrument made of Conch
Shell is on display in the indoor
exhibition building-Veethi
Sankul. This object has been com-
posed by Assistant Keeper Mrs
Rashmi Shukla.

About the exhibit displayed in the
exhibition, Assistant Keeper
Rashmi Shukla said that
Dumkhar is a sea shell inlaid
white metal and decorated with
Buddhist Ashtamangala motifs at
both ends .

The top end has a hole for blow-
ing purpose, and the air flows
through the various layers of the
conch producing a penetrating
sound. Due to its reverberating
quality conch was used as a
trumpet to symbolise the begin-
ning of war or victory during
ancient times. The conch is used

as a musical instrument in Hindu
and Buddhist religious functions.
The sound of conch is also con-
sidered equivalent to the chanti-
ng of Om. Now a days this object
is kept and used as a sacred object
in Hindu temples, Buddhist
monasteries and homes for purifi-
cation during rituals. It is
believed that blowing the conch
can ward off evil spirits, poiso-
nous creatures and natural dis-
asters. It is also played in Tibetan
Buddhism as a call of people for
religious ceremonies.

Shankh is one of the eight auspi-
cious symbols of Buddhism. White
conch with a clock wise ring and
curved edge bending towards the
right represents the deep and
melodious penetrating sound of
religious activities. The sound of
the conch represents Buddha
through which he called upon peo-
ple to follow the path of Dharma.
It not only awakens the disciples
from the deep sleep of ignorance
but also encourages them to work
for their own welfare as well as the
welfare of others.

Are BMC fire hydrants at

KISHAN SINGH RANA B BHOPAL

nbelievable as it may
l | sound, the fire depart-
ment in the state capi-
tal has not yet been informed
of the water hydrant systems
installed by the Bhopal
Municipal Corporation
(BMC) engineering depart-
ment in 2021.
Sources say that the
hydrants—installed in the
busy Chowk Bazar area to
assist firefighting operations—
remain non-operational due
to the absence of water supply
connections.
Technically, a water hydrant
system consists of four parts:
the water supply source, pump
system, piping network,
hydrant valve, and hose reels.

In the event of a fire, the
hydrant pumps pressurise
water and distribute it through
a piping network. Firefighters
connect their hoses to the out-
lets. When the valve is opened,
water flows through the hose
at high pressure, creating a
water jet to extinguish the
blaze.

The high-pressure water helps
cover larger distances and
reach elevated areas. After
the operation, hydrants are
drained to prevent stagnation
or corrosion in the pipes.
There are no specific guide-
lines regarding the installation
of hydrants, such as the crite-
ria for their installation or the
required distance between
them.

Though government guide-

Chowk just an eyewash?

lines mandate monthly checks
of the hydrants, sources say
that no inspections have taken
place since they were installed
at Chowk.

In the absence of functional
hydrants, fire engines are the
only means of controlling
fires in the busy marketplace,
parts of which are virtually
unreachable due to the
labyrinthine topography and
high traffic during peak busi-
ness hours.

Most lanes in Chowk Bazaar,
apart from the main road, are
less than three metres wide,
making it extremely difficult
for fire department vehicles to
access them. Despite this,
most fire incidents have been
controlled effectively.

In the last decade, there have

been more than 30 fire inci-
dents at the Bazaar, causing an
estimated loss of five to ten
crore rupees to traders.

Fire officials admit that the
historical market remains one
of the most vulnerable to fire
hazards in the state capital but
refrain from commenting on
the hydrant systems.
Repeated attempts to contact
municipal officials failed to
elicit a response on the mat-
ter.

In the absence of official com-
munication, it is highly
unlikely that the BMC engi-
neering department will be
asked any significant ques-
tions regarding the non-com-
missioning of the hydrant
systems that were built using
public funds.

encourage the establishment of
CNG biogas plant.

Yadav conducted a review meet-
ing of the Animal Husbandry and
Dairy Department at Mantralaya
today. Key officials present at the
meeting included Minister of
State for Animal Husbandry and
Dairy (Independent Charge) Shri
Lakhan Patel, Chief Secretary
Shri Anurag Jain, Additional
Chief Secretary Rajesh Rajoura,
Principal Secretary Shri Manish

Rastogi, and Principal Secretary
of Animal Husbandry and Dairy
Shri Umakant Umrao.

During the meeting, Chief
Minister Dr. Mohan Yadav issued
specific instructions to ensure the
effective management and oper-
ation of cow shelters across the
state. He emphasized that all
cow shelters currently in opera-
tion must be thoroughly inspect-
ed to prevent any misuse of grant
funds.

FIR against 5 persons including Katju
Hospital Superintendent for
negligence in treatment
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early seven months
Nafter the death of a

woman due to alleged
medical negligence, TT
Nagar police have registerd
an FIR against five individu-
als, including the superin-
tendent doctor of Katju
Hospital in Bhopal.
The deceased, Reena Gaur,
had been admitted to the
hospital for a sterilization
procedure. Her family has
accused the hospital of per-
forming the operation with-
out anesthesia, leading to
her death.
The FIR has been registered
against gynecologist Dr.
Sunanda Jain, Colonel PK
Singh (superintendent of
Katju Hospital), anesthesia
specialist, medical officer Dr.
Kelu Grewal from Medico
Legal Institute GMC, and
paramedical staff.
Lawyer Anil Kumar Namdey,
representing the family,
claimed that the operation
was conducted without anes-
thesia, violating IMA guide-
lines. He stated that this FIR
was filed after a prolonged
struggle and court interven-
tion following a private com-
plaint. Namdev explained
that the woman, Reena, was

in good health at 10 a.m. but
collapsed suddenly after the
operation.

During the procedure, only a
1 cm incision was made,
suggesting negligence, as the
required anesthesia special-
ists were absent from the
operation theater despite
being available in the hospi-
tal.

Reena’s husband, Avinash
Gaur, also expressed his
grievances to the Chief
Minister. He reported that his
wife appeared healthy before
the operation, but when she
was brought out of the OT,
her stomach was bloated.
The doctors and staff misin-
formed him, claiming she
had died of a heart attack
during the operation.
Avinash further alleged that
he was forced to sign numer-
ous papers under pressure.
When he requested a post-
mortem, the police initially
refused, but after much per-
sistence, they carried it out—
though they failed to pre-
serve the viscera, as demand-
ed by the family.

The police have now initiat-
ed an investigation into the
case, bringing attention to the
potential medical negligence
that led to Reena Gaur's
tragic death.

these borrowers.
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Home Minister Amit Shah
launches Bharatpol portal

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
NEW DELHI

Home Minister Amit Shah
on Tuesday said it was
time Indian investigation agen-
cies use modern technology
and techniques to nab fugitives
as he launched the Bharatpol'
portal to facilitate faster inter-
national assistance for agencies.
Speaking at the launch of
'Bharatpol at the Bharat
Mandapam here, the minister
underlined that the real-time
interface was the most impor-
tant feature of the portal devel-
oped by the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI). It will
allow central and state agencies
to easily connect with the
Interpol and speed up their
investigations, he said.

"It is time that we use modern
technology and techniques to
nab and bring to justice the
fugitives who absconded from
India after committing a
crime," Shah said. "We have to

keep an eye on global chal-
lenges and update our internal
systems. Bharatpol is a step in
that direction," he said.

He said the new portal will
allow central and state probe
agencies to share and obtain
information on their cases
from the 195 member nations
of the Interpol. The three new
criminal laws brought by the
Modi government last year
will ensure that trials against
fugitives and absconders are

conducted in a better manner.

"I would urge the CBI to take
the responsibility of training
the states for capacity building
regarding Bharatpol and also
for the three new criminal
laws. We need to institution-
alise these systems along with
the knowledge of various kinds
of Interpol notices and their
procedures," he said. The CBI
and the National Central
Bureau of India are responsible
for Interpol-related affairs.
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SC to examine 1ssues over age bar for surrogate mothers
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The Supreme Court on
Tuesday agreed to examine
on February 11 issues over the
age bar for surrogate mothers
and others under the laws. A
bench comprising Justices B V
Nagarathna and Satish
Chandra Sharma, which heard
about 15 petitions challenging
certain provisions of the
Surrogacy Regulation Act and
the Assisted Reproductive
Technology (Regulation) Act,
2021, asked the Centre to file
its written submissions in the
case.

Additional solicitor general
Aishwarya Bhati, representing
the Centre, said she would file
the written submissions and the
government would abide by the
apex court's directions. The
court underscored the need to
pass an interim order in the
case.

The 2021 surrogacy laws set
age limits for intended parents
and surrogate mothers.
According to the law, the
intended mother must be
between 23 and 50 years of age,
and the intended father must

be between 26 and 55 years of
age.

Further, the surrogate mother
must be married and between
25 and 35 years of age, having
a biological child, and only act
as a surrogate once in her life-
time. The laws also provide
conditions to regulate surro-
gacy.

The top court had outlined the
importance of safeguarding
the interests of surrogate moth-

ers, observmg the need for a
robust system to prevent
exploitation, especially given
commercial surrogacy was pro-
hibited in India.

"There can be a database, so
that the same lady is not
exploited. A system must be
there. Nobody is saying it's a
bad idea, but at the same time,
it can be badly used,” the
bench had said. The court
also discussed alternative

mechanisms for cornpensat-
ing surrogate mothers and
suggested a designated
authority, instead of intending
couples, for disbursing pay-
ments.

"You don't have to pay direct-
ly to the lady. The department
pays. You will have to deposit,"
the bench proposed. Bhati said
the laws currently permitted
only altruistic surrogacy, in
line with the objective of ban-

ning commercial surrogacy,
and assured the court of the
government's willingness to
consider suggestions.

While altruistic surrogacy was
commendable, the lack of ade-
quate compensation mecha-
nisms for surrogate mothers
posed significant challenges,
petitioners said. One of the
petitioners said the existing
provisions only covered med-
ical expenses and insurance
and was inadequate.

Dr Arun Muthuvel, a Chennai-
based infertility specialist, is the
lead petitioner and has chal-
lenged the constitutional valid-
ity of the twin laws. His plea
said the laws were "discrimi-
natory, exclusionary, and arbi-
trary in nature" which denied
agency and autonomy in the
discourse on reproductive jus-
tice, providing a state-sanc-
tioned notion of the ideal fam-
ily and restricting reproductive
rights.

Other petitions raised similar
concerns, such as the exclu-
sion of unmarried women
from the ambit of the surro-
gacy law and the restriction
on oocyte donations under
the ART Act.

CEC defends recent amendment to election rules restnc ing CCTV footage of polling booaths from public inspection
Difficult to define ‘freebie’: CEC
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hief Election

Commissioner  Rajiv
Kumar on Tuesday defended
the recent amendment to elec-
tion rules restricting CCTV
footage of polling booths from
public inspection, saying it is
meant to protect voters' priva-
cy and prevent use of data for
creating fake narratives.
Based on Election
Commission's recommenda-
tion, the government had last
month tweaked an election
rule to prevent public inspec-
tion of certain electronic doc-
uments such as CCTV camera
footage of polling stations to
prevent misuse.
In his first remarks on tweak of
Conduct of Election Rules,
1961, Kumar said only sharing
of CCTV footage from inside
and outside polling booths
have been restricted.
Addressing a press conference
here to announce the schedule
for Delhi Assembly polls, he

said such data or footage was
banned for public inspection
through EC's instructions in
2024.

He said certain other docu-
ments which are allowed under
Rule 93 of the Conduct of
Election Rules will continue to
be available.

Some documents which are
already restricted from sharing
are forms filled by poll officials
about the name of the voter and
the identity shown by them
before voting.

Kumar said rules were amend-
ed to "protect the identity of the
voters as well as their profiling".
He said if the footage is made
public, the identity of those
who voted and those who did
not, would be revealed and was
violative of privacy norms.

If footage of 10.5 lakh polling
stations where suppose polling
takes place for 10 hours is given
out, it would mean data of one
crore hours. "A person will
need 3,600 years to go through
the recordings if watched for
eight hours daily," he said.

"Why does he want it? Let us
ask this question from the per-
son who wants it," Kumar said.
He said the poll authority has
examples to prove that the
data would be used for
machine learning and using AI
to create narratives.

The CEC said even fact check-
ers would not be able to find
out whether the Al-generated
videos of polling stations are
fake or genuine.

He said things which are to be
restricted are yet to be defined

or prescribed in the rules.
The Union law ministry had
amended Rule 93(2)(a) of the
Conduct of Election Rules,
1961, to restrict the type of
"papers" or documents open to
public inspection.

According to Rule 93, all
"papers" related to elections
shall be open to public inspec-
tion. The amendment inserts
"as specified in these rules” after
"papers".

The law ministry and EC offi-
cials separately explained that

a court case was the "trigger"
behind the amendment.
While documents such as
nomination forms, appoint-
ment of election agents, results
and election account state-
ments are mentioned in the
Conduct of Election Rules,
electronic documents such as
CCTV camera footage, web-
casting footage and video
recording of candidates during
the Model Code of Conduct
period are not covered.
"CCTV coverage, webcasting of
polling stations are not carried
out under Conduct of Election
Rules but are the result of
steps taken by the EC to ensure
a level playing field," a former
EC official explained.

An EC functionary said,
"There have been instances
where such electronic records
were sought, citing the rules.
The amendment ensures that
only papers mentioned in the
rules are available for public
inspection and any other
document which has no ref-
erence in the rules is not

allowed for public inspec-
tion."

Candidates already have access
to all documents and papers,
and nothing has been amend-
ed in the rules in this regard,
the functionary added.

The Punjab and Haryana High
Court, in the recent Mahmoud
Pracha vs EC case, had direct-
ed sharing all documents relat-
ed to the Haryana Assembly
elections, including treating
CCTV camera footage as per-
missible under Rule 93(2), with
Pracha.

The rule mentioned election
papers. The election papers
and documents do not specif-
ically refer to electronic records,
the EC functionaries said.

In order to remove this ambi-
guity, the rule has been amend-
ed to safeguard the misuse of
CCTV camera footage of
polling stations, another EC
official explained.

A law ministry official said all
election papers and documents
were otherwise available for
public inspection.
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It is very difficult to define
what a "freebie" is and the
Election Commission's "hands
are tied" on the issue as it is
subjudice, CEC Rajiv Kumar
said on Tuesday.

He also said it was "high time"
that "accepted and legal
answers" were found.

Chief Election Commissioner
(CEC) Kumar was addressing
a press conference to announce
the schedule for the assembly
polls in Delhi.

Asked about political parties
announcing freebies during
election campaigns, he said
the matter was subjudice and
referred to a court judgment
that had held freebies were not
"disallowed".

"What is freebie for me may be
an entitlement for someone
else... It is very difficult to
define what a freebie is," Kumar
said.

RAJIV KUMAR
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"Our proforma is on our web-
site, this is high time it is
accepted and legal answers are
found but our hands are tied at
the moment because the mat-
ter is subjudice,” he added.
Kumar further said that while
such announcements were
made, people should also be
aware of the state's fiscal health.
"It is necessary to see what is
the fiscal health of a state...
What is the debt-to-GDP ratio?
How much will you borrow on
that promise? How much is the
financial cost of this promise?"
he said.

All political parties urged to maintain decorum during elections, EC to ensure free and fair pollls
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hief Election

Commissioner Rajiv
Kumar on Tuesday urged polit-
ical parties to maintain deco-
rum during elections and said
the Election Commission
would conduct checks to
ensure free and fair polls.
Kumar was addressing a press
conference to announce the
schedule for the assembly polls
in Delhi, further announced
that India will soon create a
new record of one billion-plus
voters."We will check everyone
for ensuring money-free elec-
tions. During recent polls, there
was a hue and cry that some
helicopters were checked.
People even come down to
threatening polling officers but
we control ourselves because it

disturbs the level playing field,"
Kumar said. "The star cam-
paigners and those in political
campaigns are duty-bound to
ensure that etiquette is fol-
lowed... We will be very harsh.
Star campaigners should not
act in a way that discourages
common voters," he said.
District magistrates and return-
ing officers will ensure fair play
and a level playing field for
every candidate, he added. "We
will also request the political
parties not to create undue
pressure on the officials,"
Kumar said and added that the
parties could ask for any expla-
nation in writing.

Assembly polls in Delhi will be
held on February 5 and the
votes counted on February 8,
Kumar announced on Tuesday.
Bypolls to two assembly con-
stituencies -- Milkipur in Uttar

Pradesh and Erode in Tamil
Nadu -- will also be held on the
same date. New Delhi, Jan 6
(PTI) Chief Election
Commissioner Rajiv. Kumar
on Tuesday dismissed allega-
tions of manipulation in elec-
toral roll, saying no deletion
can occur without thorough
documentation, field verifica-
tion, and giving the concerned
individual an opportunity to be
heard. Kumar emphasised that
the process for additions and
deletions is transparent, rigor-
ous, and immune to arbitrary
changes.

Speaking at a press conference
to announce the schedule for
Delhi Assembly polls, the chief
election commissioner (CEC)
said, "Every step of the electoral
roll process is rooted in trans-
parency and accountability.
Deletion of names is not pos-
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sible without adhering to strict
protocols, and every party has
the right to raise objections at
various stages." Kumar also
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detailed the comprehensive
process governing the mainte-
nance of electoral roll.

For additions, names are

included only after thorough
foot-and-field verification by
booth-level officers (BLOs),
he said.

"Regular meetings are held
with the representatives of
political parties, who have the
right to appoint booth-level
agents (BLAs). Weekly lists of
claims and objections are
shared, and both draft and
final rolls are published on the
Election Commission's website.
Polling station rationalisation is
also carried out with the con-
sultation of all the stakehold-
ers," the CEC said.

On deletions, Kumar clarified
that they are processed only
through Form 7 or Form B, fol-
lowing strict guidelines.
"Mandatory field verification is
conducted by the BLOs, and in
cases where deletions exceed 2
per cent of a polling station's

voter list, cross-verification is
done. Deletions due to death
require a certified death cer-
tificate, and a seven-day win-
dow is provided for objections
after notices are published
online. Also, the affected vot-
ers are given the opportunity
for a personal hearing before
their names are removed," he
said. "No deletion can occur
without thorough documenta-
tion, field verification, and giv-
ing the concerned individual an
opportunity to be heard,"
Kumar reiterated.

The CEC also pointed out that
claims and objections are not
only reviewed, but also shared
with all the political parties and
made accessible online to
ensure transparency.
Criticising the tendency to
question the integrity of the
electoral process only during

elections, the CEC argued that
allegations of mass deletions
are misleading without evi-
dence and undermine public
trust in the system. "Where
every vote matters, raising
doubts about deletion of thou-
sands of names without evi-
dence is misleading. The
processes we follow leave no
room for manipulation,” he
stated.

The CEC's comments came in
the backdrop of recent allega-
tions made by Delhi Chief
Minister Atishi, who claimed
the voter list in the New Delhi
Assembly constituency had
been tampered with to influ-
ence the upcoming elections.
Atishi also called for an imme-
diate inquiry into the matter,
alleging large-scale deletions to
manipulate the electoral out-
come.

SC allows Asaram interim bail on health
grounds, bars meeting followers 1in group
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The Supreme Court on
Tuesday granted till March
31 interim bail to jailed self-
styled godman Asaram in a
2013 rape case observing he
had various ailments and need-
ed treatment.

A bench of Justices M M
Sundresh and Rajesh Bindal
directed 86-year-old Asaram
not to meet his followers in a
group post release.

"We have also taken note of the

medical records pertaining to
the petitioner and the fact that
he was given periodical treat-
ment outside the prison.
Hence, we deem it fit to grant
bail to the petitioner on med-
ical ground till March 31,
2025.... Subject to the condition
that the petitioner shall not
meet his followers in a group,”
it said.

Asaram, however, would
remain in jail as he faces anoth-
er rape case in Jodhpur.

The court said it won't con-
sider the plea on merits, but
only the medical grounds.
"There shall be three security

————

personnel in the form of police
officers to be present in the
vicinity of the petitioner. We
make it clear that the police
personnel will not interfere
with the petitioner's medical
treatment, his meeting with any
individual and in a normal or
lawful conduct," the bench
said. Senior advocate Devadatt
Kamat, appearing for Asaram,
submitted his client's health
condition was precarious.

Asaram, he said, was taken in
and out of prison on more than
thirteen occasions for medical
treatment, and even the
Rajasthan High Court granted

him parole after taking into
consideration his condition.
Solicitor general Tushar Mehta,
appearing for the state gov-
ernment, opposed the grant of
bail and said though the ail-
ment and his age were not in
dispute, Asaram could be treat-
ed inside the prison.

Mehta said three witnesses in
the case were killed and said
Asaram had the potential,
capacity and finances to tam-
per with the evidence.

"He is in the last leg. Whatever
may be the nature of the
offence when it comes to the
health of the convict, the con-

cern is of the state and well as
this court,” said the top court.

A sessions court in January,
2023, convicted Asaram in the
2013 rape case, filed by a
woman who was living in his
ashram near Gandhinagar at
the time of the crime.

The Gujarat High Court on
August 29 rejected Asaram's
plea for the suspension of life
imprisonment in the case.

Refusing to suspend the sen-
tence and grant him bail, the
high court observed no case for
relief was made out.

It said his contentions about
possible delay in the disposal of
his appeal, age and the medical
conditions were not relevant to
the grant the relief.

The court also considered the
alleged murder of two boys at
his Sabarmati ashram besides
the attacks on witnesses and the
relatives of victims.

Asaram's plea said he was a
victim of conspiracy, and the
allegations of rape were false.
The plea said the trial court
erred in accepting the sur-
vivor's explanation for a delay
of 12 years in lodging the
complaint.
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he Indo-Tibetan Border

Police has brought "for-
ward" 33 of its earmarked 56
border posts along the India-
China LAC and deployed six
new battalions as part of its
plan to enhance operational
capabilities along the icy front.
Indo-Tibetan Border Police
(ITBP) Director General (DG)
Rahul Rasgotra said this dur-
ing the force's 63rd Raising Day
parade on Tuesday in Odisha's
Khordha district.
The about-90,000-personnel
strong, mountain warfare-
trained paramilitary marks its
annual raising day on October
24 but the ceremonial event
kept getting delayed for over
two months due to a variety of
reasons, a senior officer told
PTL
The DG said the force prepared
a "forwardisation plan" and, as
part of this, a total of 56 ITBP
border posts along the India-
China Line of Actual Control
(LAC) were being brought
“closer” to the front.
Of the 56 border posts, 33 had
already been brought closer to

the border, he said.
The ITBP chief also said the
government sanctioned seven
new battalions for border
guarding tasks sometime ago.
Of these, six have been
deployed along the LAC in
Arunachal Pradesh while one
is being based along the front
in Sikkim.
Rasgotra also said the force's
technology-based surveillance
capabilities were reviewed and,
after some "shortcomings” were
found, it was decided that

these deficiencies would be
removed under the forthcom-
ing modernisation plan.

The DG said the ITBP would
also use the countrywide fibre
network for ensuring "secure"
operational communications
and soon send a proposal to
the Union home ministry for
upgrading its weaponry.
Speaking about the operations
of the border force in Maoist
violence-affected areas, the DG
said some forward bases would
soon be created in the most dif-

[TBP deployed six new battalions to
enhance operanonal capab|||ty along LAC

ficult jungle areas of Abujhmad
in Chhattisgarh.

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah has declared that India
would be rid of Left Wing
Extremism (LWE) by March
2026.

Rasgotra thanked the Union
government and the home
ministry for showing its con-
cern to improve "basic" infra-
structure facilities for the force
at the LAC.

"Funds of Rs 2,500 crore
have been made available
this year for creating basic
infrastructure for the ITBP.
Last year, Rs 1,000 crore
worth of funds were spent
for construction work at for-
ward posts and battalions
etc," the DG said.

Raised in the aftermath of the
1962 Chinese aggression, the
ITBP is primarily tasked with
guarding the 3,488-kilometre-
long LAC with China, apart
from rendering a variety of
duties in the internal security
domain.

Union Minister of State for
Home Nityanand Rai officiat-
ed as the chief guest at the
event.
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PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
DANTEWADA

Impassioned scenes of grief
were witnessed as wreaths
were laid on Tuesday at the
mortal remains of eight police
personnel and a civilian driver
killed in a blast carried out by
Naxalites in Chhattisgarh’s
Bijapur district.

Chief Minister Vishnu Deo
Sai, other senior state leaders
and the inconsolable family
members of the deceased paid
homage at the wreath-laying
ceremony here, amid chants of
‘Bharat Mata ki Jai’ and ‘Vande

Mataram. The family
members of the deceased,
including  women  and

children, were seen crying as
women security personnel
tried to console them.

Chief Minister Sai, Deputy
CM Vijay Sharma and
Director General of Police
Ashok Juneja lent their
shoulders to the mortal
remains of jawans as they were
shifted to vehicles to transport
them to the native places of the
deceased.

In their biggest strike on
security forces in Chhattisgarh
in two years, Naxalites on
Monday blew up the security
personnel’s vehicle using a 60-
70 kg improvised explosive

device (IED) near Ambeli
village under Kutru police
station area in Bijapur district.
Eight security personnel, four
each from the state police’s
District Reserve Guard (DRG)
and Bastar Fighters units,
travelling in the SUV and the
vehicle’s driver died on the
spot, located around 70 km
from Bijapur district
headquarters. “Naxalites have
become frustrated due to

which they have committed
such a cowardly act. I pay my
tribute to the martyred jawans
and the civilian driver. The
sacrifices of our jawans will
not go in vain. They sacrificed
their lives to establish peace in
Chhattisgarh and in the
country. We will, indeed, be
successful in establishing
peace,” Sai added. Juneja and
CRPF DG Vitul Kumar visited
the site in Bijapur district

. TR -

-

where eight security personnel
and a civilian driver were
killed. Inspector General of
Police (Bastar Range)
Sundarraj P and senior CRPF
officials accompanied Director
General Kumar, as per
officials.

A day after the incident in
Bijapur, security forces on
Tuesday recovered a 10 kg
improvised explosive device
(IED) planted by Maoists in

Naxalite attack: chhattisgarh mourns

loss of nine lives i in | pur blast

Chhattlsgarhs Sukma district,
police said. A team of Central
Reserve Police Force (CRPF)
and district police found the
explosive  device  near
Belpochcha village on the
Konta-Golapalli road, an
official said.

He said during a de-mining
exercise on the route, security
personnel spotted the IED
planted beneath the road and
averted a major mishap.
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Odisha prepares for Pravasi Bharatiya Divas
celebration, expects 5,000 global delegates

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
BHUBANESWAR

In its bid to make the Pravasi
Bharatiya Divas (PBD) event
memorable for the guests visit-
ing Odisha, the state govern-
ment on Tuesday appealed to
the residents of Bhubaneswar to
decorate their houses as they do
during Diwali celebration.
The state government in
collaboration ~ with  the
Ministry of External Affairs is
hosting the PBD in
Bhubaneswar, to be attended
by around 5,000 delegates
from around the world. The
guests will come from around
50 countries, sources said.
The administration has made
arrangements like holding
cultural events and keeping
the state museum open till 9
pm. It even appealed to the
residents of the state capital to
decorate their houses as they
do during Diwali. Chief
Minister Mohan Charan
Majhi has also urged people to
welcome the NRIs on this
occasion and show them due
respect.

“Let us all together make this
Pravasi Bharatiya Divas a
success and strive to ensure
that the NRIs have the best
experience of their lives in
Odisha,” Majhi said. Stating
that Indians from all over the
world are coming to Odisha,
the chief minister said PBD is
a great opportunity to
showcase the rich art, culture

and heritage of the state to the
world. He said the twin cities
of Bhubaneswar and Cuttack

have been cleaned and
sanitised to provide a beautiful
and harmonious experience to
the guests. Housing and Urban
Development Minister
Krushna Chandra Mohapatra
appealed to the people of
Bhubaneswar to decorate their
houses by illuminating their
houses and drawing ‘Rangoli’

Shops and malls are also
requested to decorate their
establishments with lights and
flower pots, the minister said.
The Bhubaneswar Municipal
Corporation and
Bhubaneswar Development
Authority have decorated the
entire city with colourful paint
on the walls and bridges across
the state capital. Culture
Minister Suryabanshi Suraj
said the State Museum in
Bhubaneswar will remain
open till 9 pm every day for

three days during the PBD
convention beginning on
Wednesday.  The  State
Museum generally remains
open till 530 pm every day.
Suraj said a number of
programmes will be held
during the event.

He said that as part of the
Odisha governments effort to
highlight the state’s rich
culture, the department has
organised three dance festivals
from Tuesday evening which
will continue till January 11
coinciding with the Pravasi
Bharatiya Divas.

Stating that the classical dance
and music are integral part of
Odisha’s culture and heritage,
the minister said the Rajarani
Music Festival, Mukteswar
Odissi Dance Festival and
International Odissi Dance
Festival are being organised.
The government has also
organised a flower show and a
bird festival at Chilika.

Teen ginl dies aften
39 hour rescue
from 540 foot
borewell in Kuteh

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B
BHUJ/GUJARAT

An 18-year-old girl who fell
into a 540-foot-deep
borewell and was rescued after
more than 33 hours in Gujarat’s
Kutch district was declared
dead at a hospital here on
Tuesday, officials said. The girl
fell into the borewell at Kanderai
village in Bhuj taluka around
6.30 am on Monday and was
stuck at a depth of 490 feet,
prompting the administration to
launch a multi-agency rescue
operation.

According to officials, the
borewell had a diameter of one
foot, and the fact that she was
grown up and stuck deep into
it made the rescue efforts
difficult. The teenager was
brought out at around 4 pm.
“Unfortunately, the girl could
not survive and was declared
dead by doctors at GK General
Hospital in Bhuj,” said AB
Jadav, assistant collector and
SDM, Bhuj. The official said
the teen was brought out using
a “hook technique”, wherein L
and J-shaped hooks were
lowered into the borewell,
fited on two sides and
pressure was applied from
below to pull her up.

An official from the state water
supply and sewerage board
said the girl was rescued using
a makeshift contraption. “We

prepared a makeshift
contraption with the help of
local  drillers. ~ Multiple

agencies were involved in the
rescue operation,” he said.
Teams of the National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF) and
Border Security Force (BSF)
were involved in the rescue
operation along with the fire
department personnel of the
Bhuj  municipality, local
emergency response team,
police and officials of the local
administration.

Congress divided over Pradip
remarks on Mamata BanerJee

SAUGAR SENGUPTA B KOLKATA

The Bengal Congress is verti-
cally divided over veteran
party leader Pradip
Bhattacharyas remarks that
expelling the then State Youth
Congress president and present
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee
from the party was a big blunder
for which the party was still suf-
fering. While senior party leader
and former State president Adhir
Chowdhury refused comment
on

Banerjee’s expulsion saying it
Bhattacharya would be the best
person to explain his own
views, another senior leader
close to present State president
Subhankar Sarkar however
conceded that Bhattacharya
was “two hundred percent
correct in his reading of the
circumstances.”

But a third Congress leader a
former  minister  linked
Bhattacharyas statements with
his “itch to get a Rajya Sabha
nominatio which in any case he
won't because Mamata Banerjee
needs boot lickers and not
politicians” Bhattacharya a
former Rajya Sabha MP who is
known for his good chemistry

with the Chief Minister earlier
said that “Mamata Banerje€’s
expulsion from the party was a
big mistake the after effects
which is still being felt the
Congress is still paying for its
mistake?”

Banerjee was expelled from the
party in January 1997 when
AICC leader Somen Mitra was
the party’s State president. “He
was expelled during the time of
Sitaram Kesari ... he was the
national president ... T still
remember the day when Somen
Mitra called me and told me
that Kesari was asking him to
expel Mamata, Bhattacharya
said quoting Mitra who
informed Bhattacharya that he
was under intense pressure

Bhattacharya'’s
S expulsion

from the central leadership.
“Keshari told Somen Mitra that
she should be expelled” because
Delhi had already done that,
Bhattacharya said adding how
he had advised the Pradesh
Congress president to desist
from expelling her. “T told him
notto do it ... ‘whatever you do
but dont do it’ ... I had told
Somen Mitra ... but finally she
was expelled and the party is
still paying the price of that
step,” it should not have taken
because Banerjee raised a new
outfit on January 1, 1998 and
rest was history.

“It is for everyone to see how
the Congress has a sharp
decline in Bengal since that
time,” Bhattacharya said.

Akhilesh alleges BJP I'II|B in Sambhal violence, calls it a yovernment plot

BISWAJEET BANERJEE W
LUCKNOW

amajwadi Party (SP) chief

Akhilesh Yadav on Tuesday
unleashed a sharp critique of
the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP), accusing the ruling
party of engineering the recent
violence in Sambhal as part of
a “government conspiracy.’
The incident, which claimed

five lives, was not a
communal riot but a “pre-
planned  act” allegedly
executed with the
involvement of  local
administration, Yadav
charged.

Speaking at a  press

conference, Yadav alleged
that the BJP was stoking
unrest ~ and  targeting
innocent citizens in Sambhal.
“When an SP delegation tried
to visit Sambhal, they were
blocked by authorities.

What is the government
hiding?” he asked. According
to him, the violence was
deliberately orchestrated to
disturb communal harmony
in Uttar Pradesh.

The SP  leader also
condemned a controversial
survey conducted at the
Shahi Jama Masjid, a

Ay

Mughal-era mosque, calling
it a ploy to implicate
innocent people. “The Places
of Worship Act, 1991,
prohibits such surveys. What
urgency drove this? It was a
calculated act that led to
violence,” he asserted.
Leader of Opposition Mata
Prasad Pandey bolstered
Yadav’s claims while
presenting a report on the
incident.

He alleged that the mosque
survey team included BJP
members and accused the
police of using excessive
force. “Instead of resorting to
tear gas, they fired bullets,
escalating tensions and
disrupting peace,” Pandey

said.

The violence broke out on
November 24 when a team
from the Archaeological
Survey of India (ASI) arrived
at the Shahi Jama Masjid.
The SP has alleged that the
survey, conducted despite
legal constraints, was part of
a broader scheme to ignite
communal unrest. Yadav
didn’'t mince words while
criticizing the BJP’s handling
of the situation.

“Life has no value under this
government. This is a
heartless regime devoid of
empathy. Justice and public
grievances are meaningless
to them,” he remarked. He
also took aim at the BJP for
alleged corruption and its
neglect of backward classes,
Dalits, and minorities (PDA).
“Even BJP leaders are
accusing each other of
corruption. Their internal
strife is visible in both Delhi
and Lucknow;” Yadav said.
Shifting focus to the by-
elections for nine Assembly
seats, Yadav accused the BJP
of manipulating the electoral
process. “The administration
actively suppressed voting.
People were intimidated, and
police prevented them from

reaching polling booths.

Let the media visit Milkipur
to witness the BJP’s idea of
democracy;” he alleged.

The SP chief also targeted
Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath over allegations
of cow slaughter.

“A BJP MLA claims 50,000
cows are being slaughtered. If
that’s true, what is the so-
called Sanatani CM doing?
And if the MLA is wrong,
why hasn't the government
responded?” he questioned.
Highlighting administrative
lapses, Yadav pointed to the
demolition of an ASI-
protected building in Agra.
“The structure was brought
down by someone with
connections to officials, all
for business expansion. This
is a glaring example of
negligence,” he said.
Wrapping up, Yadav
appealed for accountability
and urged religious leaders to
demand transparency from
the government. “I request
saints and sages attending the
Kumbh to question those in
power.

Many of them are involved in
activities they should not be,
impacting governance and
society," he concluded.

Shattering records and coconuts 68 year old folk artist achieves unbelievable feat

KUMAR CHELLAPPAN B KOCHI

Aunique kind of world
record was created in
Kakkadu Maha Ganapathi
Temple at Kunnamkulam last
week by Karakura
Ramachandran Nair (68), a
traditional folk artist. Nair
broke more than 36,000
coconuts single-handedly by
throwing them with force in
front of the presiding deity of
the temple, Vettakkoru Makan.
It was a long event on 4
January performed without
any kind of interruption or
break.

Vettakkoru Makan is a tribal
God born out of the relation
between Lord Shiva and
Goddess Parvathi during
their sojourn to India to gift
Arjuna, the famous

Paasupathastra. Since both
Lord Shiva and his consort
were in the form of Kirata
(hunters), the child was
known as Vettakkoru Makan
(son of hunters) and is

worshipped by the tribes
dwelling in the forest. The
child was mischievous and
found pleasure in tormenting
the Devas and Asuras alike.
Both the groups approached

Lord Mahavishnu seeking his
solace.

Lord Vishnu with a churika
(sword-cum-dagger)
appeared in  front of
Vettakkoru Makan who
pleaded with the former to
part with the special weapon.
The Lord said that he was
willing to hand over the
weapon to him provided he
behaved in a responsible
manner and the child prodigy
agreed to do so. In order to
propitiate the good will of the
child, the tribals started a
ritual whereby they would
break coconuts numbering
12,000 or more in front of
him and this is performed
without any break.

“The ritual of breaking of
36,000 coconuts commenced
around 8 PM and went up to

the wee hours of Sunday
watched by thousands of
devotees. There was no break
of any kind during the entire
process,” Nair told The
Pioneer. In Malabar region of
Kerala, Vettakkoru Makan is
worshipped by all sections of
people irrespective of caste,
creed or religion.

Nair also disclosed that
Saturday’s event is likely to
figure in the Guinness Book
of World Records. “This is a
ritual performed to make the
deity calm, cool and happy.
Many devotees have
disclosed to us about the
changes that happened in
their lives following the
breaking of coconut ritual,
said Nair.

He is helped in the ritual by a
group of youngsters who

ensure that coconuts reach
the podium and Nair could
complete the process without
any hitch. There should not
be any kind of interruption
during the ritual lest the deity
gets annoyed and becomes
furious.

“This is an integrated form of
ritual in which the mind,
body and health all work in
synchronization with the
person. I rate this as a ritual
art with aesthetic sense
because the breaking of
coconuts is accompanied by
folk songs in praise of the
deity and the machine- like
functioning of the body
matching with the non-stop
playing percussion
instruments,” said Dr M G
Gireesh, a physicist-turned
Indologist.

Mahakumbh website opens a digital window into India’s spiritua

BISWAJEET BANERJEE
PRAYAGRAJ

he Mahakumbh 2025, a

monumental celebration of
spirituality and culture, has gar-
nered unprecedented global
attention even before its com-
mencement. The event’s official
website, https://kumbh.gov.in/,
has emerged as the primary
source of information for mil-
lions, connecting devotees
worldwide to the essence of this
grand festival.
Since its launch on October 6,
2024, by Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath, the
website has recorded over 33
lakh  visitors from 183
countries and 6,200 cities as of

January 4, reflecting its
universal appeal.
“Through  this  website,

devotees can seamlessly access

details about the Mahakumbh,

including its traditions,
spiritual significance, major
attractions, and travel
options,” said Sripati Tripathi,
amember of the Government’s
PR team monitoring the
website. “We have designed it

L.
L]

to ensure a smooth digital
experience for millions of
users, whether they are
planning their visit or simply
exploring the event’s essence.”
The portal offers a wide range
of information about the
traditions, rituals, and spiritual

significance of the Kumbh. It
explains the historical and
cultural essence of the event,
making it easier for devotees
to immerse themselves in the
spiritual journey. Key bathing
dates such as Makar Sankranti,
Mauni Amavasya, and Basant
Panchami are highlighted,
drawing special interest as
they are expected to attract the
largest crowds.

Additionally, the website
provides extensive travel and
accommodation details.
Visitors can explore

transportation options, hotel
availability, and eco-friendly
tent city accommodations,
catering to various budgets
and preferences. The portal
also  outlines important
guidelines  for  devotees,
ensuring a safe and fulfilling
experience. A media gallery

showcases visuals and videos
of past Kumbh celebrations,
offering a glimpse into the
grandeur of the event
Furthermore, the website
features regular updates about
Prayagrajs infrastructure and
tourist-friendly developments,
underlining the city’s
transformation into a global
pilgrimage hub.

For international visitors, the
website serves as an invaluable
resource for understanding
the essence of Indias Sanatan
heritage. Emily Johnson, a
yoga enthusiast from the
United States, shared, “The
website made it easy for me to
understand the traditions and
plan my trip.

Its fascinating how modern
technology is preserving
ancient practices” For Indian
devotees like Rajesh Kumar, a

businessman from Varanasi,
the portal has simplified the
experience. “It has everything
I need, from key dates to
booking accommodations. It
is all in one place, he
remarked.

Website analytics reveal that
India leads in user traffic,
followed by countries like the
United States, Britain, Canada,
and Germany. The surge in
interest underscores
Prayagraj’s growing global
appeal as a pilgrimage
destination.  Visitors  are
actively engaging with the
content, exploring the event’s
spiritual significance while
learning about the logistical
aspects.

A closer look at data highlights
how users interact with the
website. A significant portion
of visitors are accessing travel

egacy

and accommodation details,
while others focus on key
bathing  dates,  spiritual
content, and visuals of past
events. The increasing traffic
demonstrates the success of
the Uttar Pradesh
government’s vision of making
Mahakumbh 2025 a “Digital
Mahakumbh,” blending
ancient tradition with modern
technology.

“The  Mahakumbh 2025
website is not just a portal but
a gateway to a profound
spiritual journey.

By making the event accessible
to millions across the globe, it
ensures that the legacy of the
Kumbh resonates far beyond
India’s  borders, uniting
humanity in a shared
celebration of spirituality and
culture,”  Shishir  Singh,
Government spokesman said.

Eight coaching
institute officials
hooked for cheating
JEE asmrams

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
THANE

Police on Tuesday said they
have registered a criminal
case against eight officials of a
coaching institute for allegedly
cheating students preparing for
Joint Entrance Examination
(JEE) of more than Rs 3 crore in
Thane city.

Assistant Police Inspector (API)
Sandeep Chavan of the Thane
Nagar police station said the
case was registered on Monday
after some of the students filed a
complaint against the institute
which has branches in different
parts of the country.

The institute collected a sum of
Rs 3,20,00,000 from the JEE
students since January 2024 and
abruptly closed shop and
classes, and misused the
collected fees, he said, quoting
the complaint.

JEE is a national-level entrance
examination conducted for
admission to various
engineering colleges. The
institute collected the fees in
different bank accounts from
the victims.

The accused named in the FIR
threatened the students when
they approached them for a
refund and to seek reasons for
not holding classes, said
Chavan.
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Trudeau steps down

Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
resigns ahead of the upcoming elections
C anadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau’s announcement of his resignation on January

6, 2025, marks a significant turning point in Canadian politics. Trudeau, who has

served as Prime Minister since October 2015, made the decision amidst mount-
ing pressure from his own party and growing challenges to his leadership. Trudeau’s
decision to step down comes against a backdrop of increasing discontent within the
ruling Liberal Party. During his announcement outside Rideau Cottage in Ottawa, Trudeau
acknowledged the internal discord that had hindered his leadership. In a strategic move,
Trudeau met with Governor General Mary Simon to secure the prorogation of Parliament
until March 24, effectively delaying the possibility of a no-confidence vote that was antic-
ipated in the session scheduled to begin on January 27. This decision provides the Liberal
Party with a window to elect a new leader and stabilise its position ahead of potential
political upheaval. Trudeau’s resignation reflects a culmination of political and person-
al challenges. The Liberal Party’s diminishing unity
became a significant obstacle for Trudeau’s leadership.
Discontent among MPs and party members had been
growing, fueled by concerns over policy decisions, gov-
ernance style, and declining public support.
After nearly a decade in office, Trudeau’s administra-
tion faced criticism over issues such as economic man-
agement, healthcare and Canada’s climate policy. These
challenges eroded his public approval, making him a
less viable candidate for the next election. By stepping
down before the next election, Trudeau’s resignation
allows the Liberal Party to rejuvenate its leadership and
present a fresh face to voters, potentially mitigating elec-
toral risks. Trudeau’s departure will have significant political and national implications
The resignation sets the stage for a competitive leadership race within the Liberal Party.
The choice of the next leader will be critical in determining the party’s future direction
and its ability to retain power. Trudeau’s resignation reshapes Canada’s political dynam-
ics. The opposition, particularly the Conservative Party, is likely to leverage this transi-
tion period to challenge the Liberals’ governance record and push for early
elections.Trudeau’s tenure, marked by landmark achievements such as legalising cannabis,
advancing gender equality, and climate initiatives, will now be evaluated in the context
of his departure. His legacy will hinge on whether the Liberal Party can sustain these
accomplishments under new leadership. Justin Trudeau’s resignation underscores the
complexities of long-term political leadership in a rapidly evolving landscape. While his
decision to step down reflects personal and political pragmatism, it also signals a piv-
otal moment for Canadian democracy. The coming months will determine how effec-
tively the Liberal Party navigates this transition and whether Canada’s political institu-
tions can maintain stability amid change. Trudeau’s departure opens the door to new
opportunities and challenges for Canada’s political future.
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Farmers plant paddy saplings in a field, in Nadia PTI

India’s

Gorkha Brigade:

A legacy at crossroads

The iconic Gorkha Brigade faces an uncertain future with the freeze on
Nepal domiciled Gorkha recruitment under the Agnipath scheme

he press and media
are flooded with stories
about Nepal
Domiciled Gorkha sol-
diers and their imper-
iled future in the Indian Army
under the Agnipath scheme.
With the last NDG in Indias
Gorkha Brigade likely to retire
around 2045-50, it is possible two
Gorkha soldiers could confront
each other in Doklam, or else-
where along the LAC should
NDGs start joining the PLA.
Traditionally, they have joined the
British Army since the early 19th
century, later the Singapore Police
and Brunei Army and still later,
the French Foreign Legion and
the Russian Army (around 15,000
according to Al Jazeera news).
Soldiering is in their blood with
the first choice always and every
time, the British Army has pam-
pered as well as exploited them.
On 10 November 2024,
Kathmandu Post carried a front-
page picture of impeccably smart
Gorkhas at an attestation parade
in the UK.
Three brothers in a Nepali fam-
ily could still be in British, Indian
and Nepalese armies in that
order of preference. But Britain
does not recruit Indian Domiciled
Gorkhas. NDGs ceased joining
the Indian Army for 5 years ren-
dering hopelessly bleak the future
of the Gorkha Brigade and a
strategic glue that binds India and
Nepal. Last year, in November and
December, Indian and Nepalese
Army Chiefs who became hon-
orary Generals in each other’s
army spent a week in the other’s
country and were made much of.
Last week, 1/11 Gorkha Rifles
commanded by Col JP Singh
went for joint training with the Sri
Sri Jung battalion of the Nepal
Army at Saljhandi near the bor-
der town of Butawal. (With PLA
Nepal Army does only platoon-
level joint training restricted to
Kathmandu Valley).
No weapons are carried by either
contingent as the host country
provides them. No two sovereign
armies and their Chiefs have
such unique rapport. Despite the
shared history, geography and his-
toric links between the two coun-
tries and their armies, recruit-
ment of NDGs has been frozen
since India took the unilateral
decision in June 2022 to change

the terms of engagement that
Kathmandu says violated

Treaty arrangements.
Curiously both countries have
remained silent at the political
and military levels. India’s
seniormost officer, Chief of
Defence Staff, Gen Anil
Chauhan from 11 Gorkha
Rifles has been approached by
several Gorkha veterans to
try to break the stalemate but
he is loath to approach
PM/RM/NSA saying that the
government ‘has taken a polit-
ical decision. QED

It is his responsibility to raise
the decision-making process to
the next level as other Army
Chiefs in the past have done in
the national interest. During
the economic blockade in
2015, Gen Dalbir Singh was
able to persuade PM Narendra
Modi and FM Sushma Swaraj
that prolonging the blockade
would adversely affect the
livelihood of Indian Army
Gorkha ex-servicemen and
families of serving soldiers in
Nepal which in turn would
impact bilateral relations. The
blockade was ended but bilat-
eral ties were seriously dis-
turbed. After King Gyanendra
conducted the Palace coup in
2004, India decided to stop the
supply of lethal armaments to
the Nepal Army which was
fighting the Maoists.

Then Army Chief, Gen JJ
Singh, recommended against
it. In a slanging match between
MoD and EAM, Prime

Minister Manmohan Singh
upheld the embargo. On the
other hand, Siachen, Army
Chiefs had prevailed in con-
vincing Singh not to budge
over any withdrawal from or
concessions on Siachen.

In 1986, during the
Gorkhaland movement in
North Bengal, as a senior
Gorkha officer who had been
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RECRUITMENT OF tle. In 1975, then Army Chief,

NDGS HAS BEEN
FROZEN SINCE INDIA
TOOK THE

Gen Gopal Bewoor, 11 Gorkha
Rifles convinced Mrs Gandhi
of the negative impact of stop-
ping the recruitment of NDGs.
So this is not the first time that
the absurd idea of ending

UNILATERAL NDG reﬁruitment has come

. B is tim rnmen

DECISION IN JUNE 40 40y o NDGe that CDS
2022 TO CHANGE accepted..Lt Gen Sanjeev
THE TERMS OF gnd " Bresident. Gorkig
ENGAGEMENT THAT Brigade which meets annual-
ly in February in a unique

KATHMANDU SAYS assembly of seven Gorkha reg-
VIOLATED TREATY maters. On vechatument of
ARRANGEMENTS NDGs, they too are stuck at the

Army Chief/CDS level.
Two years ago, I wrote a letter

ASHOK K MEHTA

on strategic loss accruing from
altered rules of NDG recruit-
ment to the Principal Secretary
to the PM, PK Mishra. No
acknowledgement nor reply
was received. Service Chiefs
in the past have been willing
and able to advise political
authority on military matters.
The consultative process has
stopped with this government.
On December 15,2024, while
inaugurating Indias World
magazine, Foreign Minister
Jaishankar conspicuously omit-
ted to mention national secu-
rity or the military component
of international relations as part
of Indid’s foreign policy vision.
Answering a question last year
on why no NDG recruitment
he said foreign policy is deter-
mined by Indid’s national inter-
est and not that of any other
country, implying Nepal. India’s
national interests in terms of
defence and security are
entwined with those of Nepal
with whom New Delhi claims
a special relationship which
Kathmandu mildly reaffirms.
It was Modi who said in Nepals
Parliament in 2014 that India
has fought no war where
Nepalese blood was not shed.
India-Nepal relations are writ-
ten in blood.
(The writer, a retired Major
General, was Commander,
IPKF South, Sri Lanka, and
founder member of the
Defence Planning Staff, cur-
rently the Integrated Defence
Staff. The views are personal)

Digital shield: Safeguarding

children from the digital trap

BIJU
DHARMAPALAN

The Indian government has proposed the Digital Personal Data Protection Rules,

2025 to fortify children’s online safety through robust data protection measures

he digital revolution
Thas profoundly trans-

formed how we live,
learn, and connect. While
this transformation offers
immense opportunities for
growth and development, it
also poses significant risks,
especially for vulnerable pop-
ulations such as children.
The digital world is fraught
with challenges, from expo-
sure to inappropriate content
to exploitation through target-
ed advertising. Recognising
the urgent need for robust
protections, the Indian gov-
ernment has introduced the
Digital Personal Data
Protection Rules, 2025, under
the Digital Personal Data
Protection Act, 2023.
These rules, still in draft
form, have the potential to
safeguard children from
falling into digital traps by
establishing a comprehen-
sive framework for responsi-
ble data handling. A corner-
stone of the draft rules is the
requirement for verifiable
parental consent before pro-
cessing childrens data. This
mandate ensures that entities
cannot collect or use data
about minors without explic-
it authorisation from their
parents or legal guardians. For

example, creating an account
on a social media platform or
an online gaming service
requires parents to verify
their identity and approve the
data processing activities.
This provision is vital in
reducing the risks posed by
predatory targeting, identity
theft, and unauthorised data
collection. By putting parents
in control, the rules prevent
businesses from exploiting
children’s data for financial
gain. This safeguard is partic-
ularly important in protecting
children from behavioural
profiling, which can have
long-term implications on
their psychological develop-
ment and privacy.
Educational institutions play
a critical role in a child’s
growth, but they, too, rely
heavily on data collection.
The draft rules explicitly

address this by restricting
data processing in schools and
allied institutions to activities
that are essential for educa-
tional purposes or the safety
of students. For instance,
tracking attendance, monitor-
ing behaviour, and ensuring
the security of transportation
services are permissible, but
excessive or irrelevant data
collection is prohibited. These
safeguards ensure that chil-
dren’s data is not misused or
repurposed without clear jus-
tification.

The digital world can be a
double-edged sword. While it
offers educational resources
and entertainment, it also
exposes children to inappro-
priate or harmful content.
The draft rules mandate that
data fiduciaries implement
measures to ensure that chil-
dren cannot access content
that negatively affects their
well-being. This includes fil-
tering out materials related to
violence, explicit content, and
other age-inappropriate mate-
rial.

Such provisions are critical in
protecting the mental and
emotional health of children,
who are particularly suscep-
tible to the influence of harm-
ful digital stimuli. Moreover,

they underscore the impor-
tance of collaboration
between regulators and tech-
nology companies to create a
safer online environment.
Consent managers play a piv-
otal role in the new frame-
work. As intermediaries, they
enable data principals—in
this case, parents or
guardians—to give, manage,
review; and withdraw consent
for data processing activities.
These managers must ensure
that the process is transparent
and user-friendly, empower-
ing parents to monitor how
their childrens data is being
utilised.
The draft rules also require
consent managers to maintain
detailed records of consent
given, denied, or withdrawn,
enhancing accountability
across the board. While the
draft rules represent a signif-
icant leap forward, their suc-
cessful implementation
hinges on overcoming sever-
al challenges. This calls for
innovative solutions, such as
integrating verified digital
IDs like Aadhaar with consent
management systems.
(The writer is an adjunct
faculty at the National
Institute of Advanced
Studies; views are personal)

LETTERS KNy}

AUSTRALIA WINS B-G TROPHY
Madam —Australia deserves to be the
winner of the Border-Gavaskar Trophy
by their immaculate performance under
the brilliance of Pat Cummins. While
India was beaten thoroughly 3-1, the lit-
tle hope in the Sydney test was vanished
when the ace Jasprit Bumrah got injured
at the inappropriate time. All the credit
goes to Bumrah and the world-class
bowler claimed the man of the series
despite India losing heavily, indicating
that he’s the supreme bowler from both
sides. World stalwarts rated him high
with huge respect for him and he has
been shortlisted for the ICC men’s crick-
eter of the year award for the Sir Garfield
Sobers Trophy, which has seen him walk-
ing tall among geniuses among world
cricketers.
It's unfortunate that Captain Rohit
Sharma and Virat Kohli were the great
disappointment and the ultimate reasons
for Team India losing the rhythm for the
Titanic sink at the end. Though the
young Jaiswal has been spectacular and
K L Rahul did some good work, Pant
played a cameo in a few innings that was-
n’t good enough for the team to pull back
when the rest of the batters failed mis-
erably at the end. Aussies Scott Boland’s
splendid variation and bounce would
make Kohli remember Scott Boland
more than Anushka in his dreams in this
series by dismissing Virat 4 times out of
Boland’s 5 innings by having faced 68
balls for a mere 28 runs. Boland came
into the side during the middle of the
series and was the only breather for the
Indian team. Anyhow, the series has not
only the test for players but also for the
head coach too. Gambhir needs to study
a few management lessons. Hope the
team India would make a comeback in
the upcoming fixtures of T20 against
England and in the following months to
prove their worth to serve a few Badusa
to ICC Chief Jay Shah to bring back
sweeter moments for the fans too in the
future.

A P Thiruvadi | Chennai

E EDITOR

Create safe online environment for kids

i et

with social media becoming an integral part

of how young people connect and commu-
nicate. Yet, this evolution brings significant risks
that demand urgent action. In this backdrop,
India’s draft rules under the Digital Personal Data
Protection Act mandating consent of parents
/guardians for minors to open social media
accounts are a commendable step in safeguard-

EDUCATION SYSTEM NEEDS REFORM
Madam—This refers to the article on
turning Canada’s crisis into India’s oppor-
tunity. This looks to be an incongruent
aspiration. Because Indian industries are
already expressing their difficulties in
getting recruitable skilled workers. This
crisis is further confirmed by the latest
programme to train 10 lakh youth as
apprentices. 500 industries are listed out
to engage in this programme in which
both the trainees and the engaged indus-
tries are incentivised. The fact is the par-
ticipants are already educated diploma
or degree holders.

The education system is yet to be tuned
in such a manner as to make those com-
pleting education employable with
appropriate skills and enough knowledge.
It would be more appropriate to correct
our systems before aiming at utilising
others’ crises into our opportunities.
Having put education in the hands of the
private players, the quality of education
suffers the most. Except producing
degree holders, simply by utilising the tal-
ent of byhearting and reproducing no

The digital age has revolutionised childhood,

ing children. The proposed rules make social
media companies accountable for verifying
parental consent through robust measures,
empowering the guardians to guide their
wards’ online interactions.
To refine these rules, additional measures like
Al-driven age verification, digital literacy work-
shops and transparent complaint mechanisms
are essential. Regular audits, stakeholder feed-
back and alignment with global standards will
further enhance the framework. By adopting
these rules, India contributes to a global effort
to create a safer online environment for children.
Ina world where digital engagement is unavoid-
able, prioritising the safety and wellbeing of the
youngest users is not merely a responsibility but
also an ethical imperative. Building collabora-
tion among parents, educators and social media
platforms is crucial for lasting change.

N Sadhasiva Reddy | Bengaluru

scope for creativity is offered. In the
name of introducing new educational
system subjects like astrology is being
introduced. The education system
urgently needs a total revamping to make
it meaningful.

A G Rajmohan | Anantapur

BIDHURI SPARKS CONTROVERSY
Madam —BJP candidate Ramesh
Bidhuri’s statement, “We will make all the
roads in Kalkaji like Priyanka Gandhi’s
cheeks,” is not just an insult but also a
reflection of his mentality. If such
remarks can be made by a prominent
senior party candidate, what can we
expect from an ordinary citizen? The BJP
should take strict action against Ramesh
Bidhuri, as such a derogatory statement
by a party member not only tarnishes his
reputation but also damages the party’s
image. He should issue a public apolo-
gy for this remark.

Priya Thakur | Ujjain

Send your feedback to;
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TEN MEANINGFUL
RESOLUTIONS FOR 2025

|t is time to focus on resolutions that
align with our aspirations

SHAINY SHARMA

he dawn of a new year provides a blank canvas to rewrite your
Tstory, redefine your priorities, and reimagine the future. In 2025,

seize this opportunity by setting resolutions that not only align with
your aspirations but also enhance your quality of life. This year calls for
more than just ambitious declarations — it demands realistic, sustain-
able changes that can truly transform our lives. Here are ten meaning-
ful resolutions worth keeping making 2025 your best year yet.
1. Digital Wellness Revolution: The first and foremost is to break free
from screen addiction by implementing a “sunset hour” for devices.
Keeping aside one hour before bedtime for offline activities like reading
or meditation will definitely help in improving both sleep quality as well
as mental health.
2. Financial Intelligence Upgrade: Financial stability is a key component
of a stress-free life. Start by evaluating your spending habits and cre-
ating a realistic budget by dedicating at least 30 minutes weekly to learn-
ing about investments and financial planning. By aiming to save con-
sistently and work towards reducing debt, setting financial goals can pro-
vide clarity and motivation.

3. Sustainable Living Practices: As global awareness of environmental
challenges grows, adopting sustainable habits is more important than
ever. By transforming your environmental impact through practical steps
such as switching to reusable products, adopting a plant-based meal
day, and calculating your monthly carbon footprint to identify areas for
improvement.
4. De-clutter your space: A cluttered environment often mirrors a clut-
tered mind. Take time in 2025 to organize and declutter your living and
working spaces. Try working towards donating or recycling items that
are no longer in need and creating systems to maintain the same.
5. Relationship Enrichment: Human connections are the bedrock of hap-
piness and fulfilment. This year, try making a conscious effort to nur-
ture your relationships with family, friends, and colleagues.
6. Physical Health Revolution: Developing regular physical activity is the
cornerstone of good health. In 2025, move a daily habit. Whether it’s
strength training, yoga, swimming, or brisk walking, find an activity you
enjoy and stick to it. Aim for at least 150 minutes of moderate-intensi-
ty exercise per week to improve cardiovascular health, strengthen mus-
cles, and boost mental well-being.
7. Mental Fitness Focus: A positive mindset can transform your expe-
riences. In 2025, focus on the good in every situation, practice self-com-
passion, and surround yourself with uplifting individuals. Integrate daily
mental health practices such as five minutes of mindfulness, gratitude
journaling, or therapeutic creativity. Positivity fuels resilience and empow-
ers you to overcome challenges with grace.
8. Knowledge Expansion: Read one book monthly on subjects outside
your comfort zone. This broadens perspectives and keeps your mind
agile in our rapidly changing world.
9. Community Engagement: Helping others fosters a sense of purpose
and connection. Find a cause you care about and dedicate time or
resources to it. Community service not only helps others but also pro-
vides networking opportunities and personal fulfilment. Volunteering not
only benefits those in need but also enriches your own life with mean-
ing and fulfilment.
10. Creative Expression: Dedicate time weekly to any form of creativi-
ty — writing, painting, music, or crafts. Creative outlets reduce stress
and enhance problem-solving skills. As we embrace 2025, let's move
beyond traditional resolution-setting and focus on creating meaningful,
lasting changes that enhance both our personal growth and our impact
on the world around us.

(The writer is an educator; views are personal)
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FFarmers shunning use of

nano-urea despite promotion

UTTAM GUPTA

Despite a strong push from the government and ambitious targets for production and
adoption, the fiscal year 2023-24 witnessed a sharp 43 per cent drop in nano-urea sales

ast year, around this time, the
Union Minister for Chemicals
and Fertilisers Mansukh
Mandaviya had  said
“Consumption of urea this fis-
cal (read: FY 2023-24) is likely to be 8
percent less than in FY 2022-23 due to
the use of its liquid nano variant.
Because of this and higher domestic
production, import of urea, the soil
nutrient that accounts for 70 percent of
the fertilizer subsidy bill, declined
more than a fifth on year in 2023.
Further spread of nano urea consump-
tion and the start of a new large urea
plant (Talcher in Odisha) by September
2023 would lead to elimination of
imports in two-three years”.
Nano-urea is urea in the form of a
nanoparticle containing nitrogen par-
ticles of 20-50 nanometres (nm) in size.
It provides nitrogen or ‘N’ to plants in
liquid form as an alternative to conven-
tional urea which is mostly supplied as
prill (it is a small diameter, spherical
white solid). The minister’s statement
pointed towards the commitment of the
government to promote the use of
nano-urea so that imports of conven-
tional urea are brought down to elim-
inating it.
However, according to data from the
Fertiliser Association of India (FAI) —
an umbrella body of the fertilizer
industry - the sales of Nano urea plum-
meted by nearly 43 per cent during FY
2023-24 (this happened after growing :
by a significant 62 per cent during FY
2022-23). Meanwhile, the total produc-
tion of Nano urea during FY 2023-24 :
was 81 per cent less than in the previ- :
ous FY.
The manufacturers knew that there :
wouldn't be much demand for it; so :
they reduced the output even as its

. FOR A COUNTRY

production capacity rose by 59 per

cent.Why did the sales of Nano-urea : :
de(;lrease}?, ljut,hbef}(l)re that, we need to : THAT DEPENDS
understand why the government is so : :
keen to promot}; its l%se. HEAVILY ON
The beauty of nano-urea lies in its : IMPORTS AND :
ultra-small size and high surface area : :
(10,000 times over 1 mm urea prill), : EVEN INCURS
which enable easy absorption by plant : :
leaves. These par);icles elrjlter ch glant HUGE SUBSlDlES’
through cuticular pores, or stomata, :\\[HY WOULD THE :
and then penetrate the cell mem- : :
branes through endocytosis. Once ! GOVERNMENT
inside the cell, these release nutrients : ALLOW
slowly and ensure full absorption by : ,
eliminating waste that normally hap- : EXPORTS? THE
pens with conventional means. The : )
innovator namely Nano Biotechnology : INDUSTRY, :
Research Centre (NBRC) of the Indian :
Farmers Fertiliser Cooperative Limited HOWEVER’
(IFFCO) claims its efficiency (a mea- : CONCEDES THAT :
sure of how much of the ‘N’ supplied :
from it is absorbed by the plant) is over THERE WAS
80 per cent against around 40 per cent : :
forpthe convegntional stuff. : UNSOLD
The use of nano-urea also results in : |N\VENTORY WITH :
higher crop yield by 3-16 per cent when : §
compared to traditional urea. : DEALERS AND
Moreover, unlike the latter which rais- : :
es environmental concerns including THAT N”GHT HAVE
nitrate leaching, global warming, ozone : [\[PACTED SALES :
layer depletion, and groundwater pol- : :
lution, the former causes less soil,

- DURING 2023-24
water and air pollution. According to :
a study, two foliar sprays of nano-urea :
curtailed nitrogen load by 25 per cent, :
besides reducing the greenhouse gas :
(GHG) emission from 164.2 to 416.5kg :
CO2-eq ha-1 under different crops.

i A more startling claim made by
: IFFCO/NBRC is that a 500-ml
i bottle of nano-urea is equivalent
i to a 45-kg bag of conventional
i urea.

i The latter contains 46 percent N
i nutrient, or 20 kg (45x0.46). In
. contrast, the former contains 4
i per cent N, or 20 grams

(500x.04). The equivalence
between the two means that urea
in nano-form with a mere 20
grams can achieve what conven-
tional urea does with 20 kg - a

i gap of 1000 times in efficiency.It

is this monumental difference in
efficiency that also enables the
manufacturer to deliver a 500-ml
bottle of nano-urea to farmers for
Rs 240 without any subsidy sup-
port.

¢ In contrast, the cost of supplying

equivalent conventional urea in
a 45 kg bag, is over eleven times

i ataround Rs 2650 (while, this fig-

ure is for imported urea, even for

i urea produced domestically, the

cost is substantially higher and
varies from unit to unit), the
Government has to give a subsidy
of Rs 2410 to make available to
the farmer at the same price of Rs
240.There being 22.22 bags in a
ton of urea (1000/45), the subsidy

¢ on the import of a ton of conven-

tional urea comes to Rs 53,550
(2410x22.22).

If we were to replace one million
tons of imported urea with nano-
urea which doesn’t require any
subsidy support, the government

: would save Rs 53,550 million or

Rs 5355 crore. Mandaviya had

i kept a target of producing about
: 55 million bottles of nano-urea
i during FY 2023-24 which
i replaces 2.5 million tons of con-
¢ ventional urea. This would yield
¢ savings of around Rs 13,400 crore

in subsidy.

Around 600 cubic metres of nat-
ural gas (NG) is needed to pro-
duce a ton of conventional urea.
For generating the same effect
through the nano-urea - given the
efficiency difference of 1000
times, the requirement of NG
would be a mere 0.6 cubic meters
(600/1000). This would lead to
huge savings in the import of gas
(currently, India imports one-
third of its requirement for
domestic urea production).
Drastic reduction in load on
infrastructure will be a bonus.
Imagine the impact of handling,
moving, storing and delivering a
500 - ml bottle of nano-urea vis-
a-vis a bag of conventional urea
containing 45,000 grams of the
material.

The use of nano-urea thus offers
unprecedented possibilities in
terms of not just a substantial
reduction in fertilizer subsidy but
also trimming excess consump-
tion of urea thereby reducing the
imbalance in fertilizer use
improving soil health, and help-
ing achieve the environment-
related goals. Additional bene-
fits will accrue by way of savings
in foreign exchange outgo, and
a reduction in the current
account deficit.

What explains the setback dur-
ing FY 2023-24%Reportedly, the
industry’s argument that the
fall in production and sales was
due to ‘the launch of new prod-
ucts such as Nano urea plus,
with a higher concentration of
nitrogen and reduction in sales
of earlier variants of Nano urea
that had lower nitrogen concen-
tration’ is untenable. This is
because whatever the level of ‘N’
concentration, fundamentally

the product remains ‘Nano-
urea. Another explanation
is that ‘the drop in sales coube-
causee fact that farmers had
bought large quantities of Nano
urea in the previous years’ does-
n’t cut ice. Farmers generally are
not prone to stocking fertilizer
material as the majority of them
just don’t have the wherewithal
to hold stocks.
A third possibility that lower
domestic sales could be due to
the export of nano-urea doesn’t
make sense. For a country that
depends heavily on imports and
even incurs huge subsidies, why
would the government allow
exports? The industry, however,
concedes that there was unsold
inventory with dealers and that
might have impacted sales dur-
ing 2023-24. This shows that
even during 2022-23, farmers
didn’t lift nano-urea to the
extent revealed by the sales fig-
ures of that year. One can't
escape inferring that nano-urea
could be losing charm amongst
farmers.
If it is due to factors like their
being unable to cope with the
rigours of the new technology
(spraying it on leaves is more
challenging than prill urea) or
shortage of skilled labour etc,
those can be overcome. But, if it
is due to tall claims regarding
efficiency or yield going hay-
wire, it is a matter of concern.
For instance, a study released by
Punjab Agricultural University
(PAU) in January 2024 says that
the ‘use of nano-urea led to
decrease in the yield of wheat
and rice by 21.6 per cper cent 13
percent respectively’

(The writer is a policy analyst;

views expressed are personal)

Prashant Kishor’s Jansuraj: A new political force or BJP’s strategic move in Bihar?

As the 2025 assembly elections approach, the big question remains: Can Kishor truly reshape Bihar’s political future, or is his role simply to disrupt opposition unity?

rashant Kishor, a name
Psynonymous with polit-

ical strategy, has made
his debut in Bihar politics
with the launch of his party,
Jansuraj. Drawing an analogy
to a potter, Kishor likens his
work to shaping the best clay
into something meaningful,
declaring, “We are bringing
forward the best people of
society. My role is to make this
party win. I am in the role of
a sutradhar (narrator); I have
announced after the forma-
tion of the party that I will not
run it. The party people will
run the party”
This declaration, however,
has done little to quell spec-
ulations about his aspirations.
Rumors abound that Kishor is
vying for the post of Chief
Minister, a claim he repeated-
ly denies. “I am not contest-

RAJESH KUMAR SINGH

ing the elections;” he insists. “I
do not feel like contesting, but
if the party decides that only
I can secure a seat, then it will
be a collective decision. I am
not bigger than the party”

Despite his assertions, Kishor’s
entry into Bihar politics has
stirred discussions about the
impact of Jansuraj on the
state’s political landscape, par-
ticularly in the context of the
2025 assembly elections.
Questions loom: will his party

weaken the NDA or the
INDIA alliance? Political ana-
lysts suggest that Kishor, with
his background as a strategist
for both Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar, could
be a disruptive force. Some
even speculate that he might
be a BJP-backed “pawn,”
designed to fragment opposi-
tion votes, a claim fueled by
his apparent inability to align
with the Congress or RJD
leadership.

Kishor’s criticisms of Nitish
Kumar’s governance have
been particularly sharp. He
has lambasted Kumar’s lead-
ership style, though his past
affiliations with the BJP have
also fueled skepticism.
Adding to the intrigue, JDU
leaders have dismissed
Kishor’s efforts as insignifi-

cant.

JDU, meanwhile, continues to
champion causes like the
nationwide caste census and
the “One Nation, One
Election” policy. It also plans
to hold a workers’ meeting in
Nalanda on January 20, 2025,
to gauge its position before the
elections. JDU’s reliance on
caste-based politics, particu-
larly its focus on Mahadalits,
underscores its strategy for
retaining relevance.
Recognizing the centrality of
caste and community dynam-
ics in Bihar politics, Kishor
has crafted his approach
accordingly. His first major
move was targeting the
Muslim and backward caste
vote banks, which collective-
ly account for 53.8 per cent of
the electorate. To solidify his
position, he announced plans

/

to field more candidates from
Muslim and extremely back-
ward communities in the
upcoming elections. The
appointment of a Dalit as
Jansuraj’s first working pres-
ident further underscored
this strategy.

This decision, however, drew
criticism, with some perceiv-
ing it as an overt counter to
JDU’s Mahadalit card. Kishor’s

emphasis on Dalit represen-
tation, though a significant
gesture, was met with resis-
tance from sections of the
political spectrum.

Before launching Jansuraj,
Kishor spent two years trav-
eling across Bihar, conducting
a padayatra and engaging in
public dialogues in villages
and towns. His campaign
drew heavily from the ideas of
Mahatma Gandhi and
Rabindranath Tagore, echoing
a narrative of grassroots
empowerment. However, his
advocacy for ending Bihar’s
liquor prohibition—a policy
closely associated with Nitish
Kumar’s governance—has
sparked controversy. Critics
argue that this stance contra-
dicts Gandhian principles and
exposes Kishor to allegations
of opportunism.

Despite the criticisms, Kishor’s
efforts signal a genuine
attempt to address Bihar’s
long-standing issues. Bihar
has long grappled with chal-
lenges like unemployment,
poor infrastructure, and ris-
ing crime. Kishor positions
Jansuraj as a platform to tack-
le these problems, but
whether he can deliver
remains to be seen.

Kishor’s focus on margin-
alised communities, grass-
roots dialogue, and inclusive
leadership sets a distinct
tone. However, his political
credibility and ability to
translate ideas into action
will be closely scrutinized.
As the assembly elections
approach, the political bat-
tlefield in Bihar is becoming
increasingly dynamic. JDU’s
focus on its traditional voter

base and initiatives like the
caste census may clash
directly with Jansuraj’s
appeal to similar demo-
graphics. Meanwhile, spec-
ulation about Kishor’s BJP
connections and his critique
of Nitish Kumar suggest that
his presence will influence
alliances and electoral strate-

gies across the board.
Prashant Kishor’s entry into
Bihar politics marks a signif-
icant shift. By forming
Jansuraj, he has sought to
disrupt the status quo and
present a new alternative.
However, whether he can
truly emerge as a transfor-
mative leader or will mere-
ly fragment votes remains

the critical question.
(The writer is a senior
journalist; views are
personal)
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South Korean agency receives new warrant to detain impeached President Yoon

PTI W SEOUL

South Korea’s anti-corrup-
tion agency said it received
a new court warrant on
Tuesday to detain impeached
President Yoon Suk Yeol after
its previous attempt was
blocked by the presidential
security service last week.
The Corruption Investigation
Office for High-Ranking
Officials, which plans to ques-
tion the embattled president on
rebellion allegations over his
short-lived martial law decree
on Dec. 3, didn’t immediately
confirm how long the warrant
would remain valid.

The agency’s chief prosecutor,
Oh Dong-woon, refused to
answer when asked by lawmak-
ers when the warrant would
expire, saying such information
is sensitive as the agency and

police contemplate ways to
execute it.

Detention warrants typically
last seven days but can be
extended to around 10 days.
Oh didn’t say when investiga-
tors planned to make their
next attempt to detain Yoon.
The Seoul Western District
Court last week had initially
issued a warrant to detain
Yoon and a separate warrant to
search his residence after he
repeatedly defied authorities by
refusing to appear for question-
ing.

About 150 anti-corruption
agency investigators and police
officers attempted to detain
Yoon on Friday but retreated
from his residence in Seoul
after a tense standoff with the
presidential security service
that lasted more than five
hours. The investigators did not

make another attempt to detain
Yoon and the previous court
warrants expired after a week
on Monday.

If investigators manage to
detain Yoon, they will likely ask
a court for permission to make
a formal arrest. Otherwise, he
will be released after 48 hours.
The anti-corruption agency
and police have pledged to
make a more forceful effort to
detain Yoon, which could be a
complicated process as long as
he remains in his official resi-
dence.

The anti-corruption agency is
leading a joint investigation
with the police and military
into Yoon’s brief power grab,
which included declaring mar-
tial law and dispatching troops
to surround the National
Assembly. Lawmakers who
managed to get past the block-

ade voted to lift martial law
hours later.

Yoons’s presidential powers were
suspended after the opposition-
dominated Assembly voted to
impeach him on Dec. 14,
accusing him of rebellion. The
Constitutional Court has start-
ed deliberations on whether to
formally remove Yoon from
office or reinstate him.
Members of the presidential
security staff were seen
installing barbed wire near the
gate and along the hills leading
up to the presidential com-
pound over the weekend.

Oh confirmed to lawmakers
that the agency was debating
with police on whether to
arrest members of the presi-
dential security staff if they
forcefully obstruct efforts to
detain Yoon. Police have said
they are considering “all avail-

able options” to bring Yoon into
custody and haven't publicly
ruled out the possibility of
deploying SWAT teams,
although it’s unclear whether
investigators would risk esca-
lating a confrontation with
presidential security forces,
who are also armed.

Park Jong-joon, chief of the
presidential security service,
has hit back against criticism
that it has become Yoon’s pri-
vate army, saying it has legal
obligations to protect the
incumbent president. He and
his deputy have so far defied
summonses by police, who
planned to question them
over the suspected obstruction
of official duty following
Friday’s events.

In a parliament hearing
Tuesday, Oh criticized the
country’s acting leader,

Deputy Prime Minister Choi
Sang-mok, for instructing
police to oblige with the pres-
idential security service’s
request to deploy personnel to
Yoon’s residence to beef up
security ahead of Friday’s
detention attempt. The police
did not carry out Choi’s
instruction, and Oh said the
agency was reviewing whether
Chof’s actions constituted an
obstruction of official duty.

The agency has repeatedly
called for Choi to instruct the
presidential security service to
comply with the execution of
the detention warrant against
Yoon. Choi hasn’t comment-
ed. Yoon’s lawyers argued the
detention and search war-
rants against the president
cannot be enforced at his res-
idence due to a law that pro-
tects locations potentially

worid

linked to military secrets from
search without the consent of
the person in charge — which
would be Yoon. They also
argue the anti-corruption
office lacks the legal authori-
ty to investigate rebellion
charges and delegate police to
detain Yoon.

Yoon’s lawyers on Monday
filed complaints with public
prosecutors against Oh and six
other anti-corruption and
police officers over Friday’s
detention attempt, which they
claim was illegal. The lawyers
also filed complaints against
the country’s acting national
police chief, the acting defense
minister and two Seoul police
officials for ignoring the pres-
idential security service’s
request to provide additional
forces to block Yoon’s deten-
tion attempt.

Biden 'doing everything possibie’ to
make transition difficult: Trump

PTI Bl WASHINGTON

US President-elect Donald
Trump has accused Joe
Biden of making the presiden-
tial transition difficult, citing
recent executive orders on cli-
mate and other official acts
being taken by him in his last
weeks as president.

Trump, 78, is slated to be sworn
in as the 47th President of the
United States on January 20. He
replaces Biden as the new occu-
pant of the White House, the
official residence of the US
President.

“Biden is doing everything pos-
sible to make the TRANSI-
TION as difficult as possible,
from Lawfare such as has never
been seen before, to costly and
ridiculous Executive Orders on
the Green New Scam and other
money wasting Hoaxes,” Trump
said in a post on Truth Social.
“Fear not, these “Orders” will all
be terminated shortly, and we
will become a Nation of

Common Sense and Strength.
MAGA!!” said the president-
elect.

Trump issued the statement
shortly before Congress certified
his victory in the Electoral
College — and after Biden, 82,
banned drilling for oil and nat-
ural gas off most of Americas
coastline, with the total area
covered by the order greater
than the land of Alaska and
Texas combined.

Biden announced earlier
Monday he would block new
drilling off the entire East Coast,
as well as California, Oregon
and Washington state, and block
some drilling off Alaska’s coast
in portions of the Northern
Bering Sea and in the eastern
Gulf of Mexico.

Biden made the move just two
weeks before Trump, who has
promised to promote domestic
energy production, is sworn in.
Trump vowed to undo Biden’s
recent executive orders, though
it’s unclear if he would be able

to reverse the decision to block
oil drilling, considering he was
blocked in 2019 when he tried
to reinstate drilling in areas
blocked off by former President
Barack Obama.

Despite Trump’s assertion that
Biden’s White House has not
been helpful during the transi-
tion, his incoming chief of staff
Susie Wiles has said otherwise.
She told in an interview pub-
lished Monday the White House
has been helpful during the
transition process.

“White House chief of staff Jeff
Zients has been very helpful. He
has made great suggestions,
helped make sure we stay on
time with required functions,
helped us navigate the labyrinth
that is the Executive Office of
the President, and been very
professional,” she said.

“He introduced me to the ‘for-
mer chief of staff club’ and even
hosted a dinner (for Wiles and
the former chiefs) at his beau-
tiful home,” Wiles added.

Trump Jr arrives
in Greenlanad

PTI M NUUK (GREENLAND)

he eldest son of US President-

elect Donald Trump arrived
in Greenland on Tuesday for a
private visit that has heightened
speculation that the incoming US
administration could seek to
take control of the Danish terri-
tory. The Danish state broadcast-
er reported that Donald Trump
Jr's plane landed in Nuuk, the
capital of the vast and icy terri-
tory. Greenland’s government
said Trump Jr’s visit would take
place “as a private individual” and
not as an official visit and that
Greenlandic representatives
would not meet with him.
Mininguaq Kleist, permanent
secretary for the Greenland for-
eign affairs department, said that
authorities were informed that
Trump Jr would stay for about 4
to 5 hours.
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Camels walk through snow during El Museo del Barrio’s 47th annual Three Kings Day parade on Monday, in New York. AP/PTI

Trump renews

offer of making

Canada 51st
ate of US

PTI Bl WASHINGTON

ours after the resignation of

Canadian Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau, US President-
elect Donald Trump on Monday
renewed his offer of making
Canada the 51st state of the
United States. Trudeau, 53,
announced to resign Monday as
he was forced by his ruling
Liberal Party amidst his growing
unpopularity. General elections
are scheduled this year. The
Canadian prime minister said
that he would stay on as prime
minister till the party elected a
new leader. Trump, 78, who
never had a good relationship
with Trudeau even during his
first term from 2017-2021, has
been floating the idea of making
Canada the 51st state of the
United States ever since he met
Trudeau after his November 5
electoral victory in Mar-a-Lago.
Thereafter, he has been mention-
ing this on his social media
posts several times.
“Many people in Canada LOVE
being the 51st State. The United
States can no longer suffer the
massive Trade Deficits and
Subsidies that Canada needs to
stay afloat. Justin Trudeau knew
this, and resigned,” Trump said
on Truth Social.
“If Canada merged with the US,
there would be no Tariffs, taxes
would go way down, and they
would be TOTALLY SECURE
from the threat of the Russian
and Chinese Ships that are con-
stantly surrounding them.
Together, what a great Nation it
would be!!!” said the president-
elect after the resignation of
Trudeau on Monday.
There has not been much reac-
tion to Trumps proposal from the
Canadian side. Trump has threat-
ened to impose 25 per cent tar-
iffs on Canadian imports if
Toronto is not able top stop the
flow of illicit drugs and illegal
migrants from its southern bor-
der with the US. In some of the
posts, Trump even mocked
Trudeau as “Governor of the
Great State of Canada”

China shuts down
Mt Everest scenic

area after quake
PTI W BEING

hina has closed for tourists
the scenic areas of its side
of Mt Everest, also known as
Mount Qomolangma, follow-
ing a 6.8-magnitude earth-
quake that jolted Dingri

County in the Tibet
Autonomous Region on
Tuesday.

Dingri is home to the base
camp of the world’s highest
peak.

According to local authorities,
the staff and tourists were in
safe condition after the quake,
which hit the region at 9:05 am
Tuesday (Beijing Time).

The hotel buildings and sur-
rounding areas in the scenic
area have remained intact,
state-run Xinhua news agency
reported, citing the Dingri
Culture and Tourism Bureau.
However, the Qomolangma
Station for Atmospheric and
Environmental Research of the
Chinese Academy of Sciences,
located in Dingri, is experienc-
ing a power outage. Despite
this, the facilities have
remained in good condition.

Located at the China-Nepal
border, Mount Qomolangma
reaches an altitude of more
than 8,840 metres, with its
northern section located in
Tibet referred to as Xizang by
China.

Singapore passes law to
protect scam victims

PTI B SINGAPORE

Singapore on Tuesday passed a new
law providing the police with pow-
ers to order banks to restrict the bank-
ing transactions of potential scam vic-

tims.

The Protection from Scams Bill comes
as scams remain a “grave concern” in

Singapore, said Minister
of State for Home
Affairs and Social and
Family Development
Sun Xueling as she
tabled the Bill for a sec-
ond reading in
Parliament.

“This Bill, passed unan-
imously, allows the

police to act decisively and close a gap
in our arsenal against scammers,’
Channel News Asia quoted the minis-

ter as saying in the House.

The Bill will allow specified officers,
including those from the police and
Commercial Affairs Department, to
issue restriction orders to banks if
there is reasonable belief that account
holders will be making transfers to
scammers. These restriction orders
will suspend money transfers, the use
of ATM facilities and all credit facilities,
although individuals will still be provid-
ed access to their monies for daily liv-
ing expenses. “The intent is to buy the
police more time to engage and con-
vince the individual that he is being
scammed, including through enlisting
the help of his family members,” Sun

told the House.

She added that the restriction orders
would involve the seven Domestic
Systemically Important Banks (DSIBs)
- DBS, OCBC, UOB, Citibank, HSBC,
Maybank and Standard Chartered Bank
— which account for the vast majority
of consumer bank accounts in

Singapore.
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niencing him”

Several safeguards are in place, such as
requiring restriction orders be issued
only “as a last resort if all other efforts
to convince the individual have failed”
Individuals can also appeal to the
Commissioner of Police against the
restriction orders - a process that MHA
will ensure is expeditious, Sun added.
The Bill will limit the duration of a
restriction order to “a maximum of 30
days at the outset”. Each order may be
extended up to five times if the ofticer

deems it necessary.

order “must lapse ...

The orders can also be
issued to non-DSIB
banks if there is reason
to believe that victims
will make transfers to
scammers.

Sun said the Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA)
is “mindful of the need
to strike a balance
between protecting an individual from
further harm and not unduly inconve-

After five extensions, the restriction
even if the victim
is still at risk of transferring more
money to the scammer,” said Sun.

PTI W KYIV

capital.

Planned trip to Kyiv
by Trump’s Ukraine
envoy unlikely

An upcoming trip to Kyiv by US President-elect
Donald Trumps special envoy for Ukraine and
Russia has been cancelled but will be rescheduled,
Ukrainian Foreign Minister Andrii Sybiha said
Tuesday. The planned meetings between Keith
Kellogg, a highly decorated retired three-star gen-
eral who has long been Trump’s top adviser on
defence issues, and Ukrainian officials are “extreme-
ly important;” Sybiha told reporters in the Ukrainian

“I am confident that this meeting will take place
in its own time;” he said during a news conference
with his visiting Icelandic counterpart. “We are in
contact to clearly define the timeline for its organ-
isation and to ensure that the meeting is as mean-
ingful as possible”

Trumps arrival in the White House on January 20
injects another measure of uncertainty into how
the almost 3-year-old war might unfold and
whether it can end in the foreseeable future.
Ukraine, up against a larger enemy, Russia, relies
on Western — and especially US — military back-
ing to keep fighting. But Trump has criticised the
billions of dollars the Biden administration has spent
on Ukraine. He has also said he could end the war
in 24 hours, though he hasn't elaborated on how
he might do that. Ukrainian officials are eager to
sway Trump on sticking with Ukraine. President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy has praised Trump’s
“strength” and said the American president’s
“unpredictability” could work in Ukraine’s favour.
Ukrainians have expressed hope tinged with prag-
matism about Trump’s election victory last
November. The war is draining the resources of
both sides, though military analysts say the con-
flictis less sustainable for smaller Ukraine, and the
war’s recent trajectory has not been in its favour.

Seattie police officer who fatally

struck Jaalma\n Kandula sacked

PTI B SEATTLE / NEW YORK

In a significant development,
a Seattle police officer who
killed Indian student Jaahnavi
Kandula in January 2023 when
the patrol vehicle he was dri-
ving struck her, has been fired
from the police department,
officials said.

Kandula, 23, from Andhra
Pradesh, was struck by a police
vehicle driven by Officer Kevin
Dave when she was crossing a
street in Seattle on January 23,
2023. He was driving 74 mph
(more than 119 km/h) on the
way to a report of a drug over-
dose call.

Kandula was thrown 100 feet
when she was struck by the
speeding police patrol vehicle.
According to a report in The
Seattle Times on Monday,
Interim Seattle Police Chief Sue
Rahr said that she had fired
Dave from the Seattle Police
Department.

The report, citing an email sent
by Rahr to employees, said she
fired Dave on Monday after the
Seattle Office of Police
Accountability found he had
violated four department poli-
cies.

“I believe the officer did not
intend to hurt anyone that
night and that he was trying to
get to a possible overdose vic-

tim as quickly as possible,
Rahr said.
“However, I cannot accept the
tragic consequences of his dan-
gerous driving. His positive
intent does not mitigate the
poor decision that caused the
loss of human life and brought
discredit to the Seattle Police
Department,” according to the
Seattle Times report.

It added that the policies Dave
failed to follow “include using
emergency lights for an emer-
gency response and being
responsible for safely operating
a patrol vehicle”, according to
the copy of Rahr’s email.

The development comes
months after another Seattle
police officer Daniel Auderer
was fired following his insen-
sitive comments and laughter
after Kandula’s death.

The Consulate General of India
in Seattle had been working
consistently with authorities
and law enforcement officials
to ensure justice in the case,
with Auderer’s firing and now
the action against Dave bring-

ing a sense of closure and jus-
tice for Kandula’s family.

The Consulate had been in reg-
ular touch with Kandula’s fam-
ily representatives and had said
that it would continue to
extend all possible support in
ensuring justice for Jaahnavi
and her family.

In a February 2024 post on X,
the Indian Consulate in Seattle
said that “On the recently
released investigation report of
the King County Prosecution
Attorney on the unfortunate
death of Jaahnavi Kandula,
Consulate has been in regular
touch with the designated fam-
ily representatives and will
continue to extend all possible
support in ensuring justice for
Kandula and her family.

“We have also raised the mat-
ter strongly with local author-
ities, including Seattle Police for
appropriate redress. The case
has now been referred to the
Seattle City Attorney’s office for
review. We await completion of
Seattle Police’s administrative
investigation and will continue
to monitor progress on the
case”

Rahr was appointed as interim
chief in May 2024 and in July
last year, she had announced
Auderer’s firing. However, deci-
sion about Dave’s action came
in only now.

Jimmy Garter to be honoured in Washmglun city where he remained outsider

PTI l WASHINGTON

Nearly 44 vyears after Jimmy
Carter left the nation’s capital in
humbling defeat, the 39th president
returns to Washington for three days
of state funeral rites starting on
Tuesday.

Carter’s remains, which have been
lying in repose at the Carter
Presidential Centre since Saturday,
will leave the Atlanta campus
Tuesday morning, accompanied by
his children and extended family.
Special Air Mission 39 will depart
Dobbins Air Reserve Base north of
Atlanta and arrive at Joint Base
Andrews in Maryland, with a
motorcade into Washington and the
Capitol, where members of
Congress will pay their respects at
an afternoon service.

Carter, who died December 29 at the
age of 100, will then lie in state
Tuesday night and again
Wednesday. He then receives a state

funeral Thursday at Washington
National Cathedral. President Joe
Biden will deliver a eulogy.

There will be the familiar rituals that
follow a president’s death — the Air
Force ride back to the Beltway, a
military honour guard carrying a
flag-draped casket up the Capitol
steps, the Lincoln catafalque in the
Rotunda. There also will be symbol-
ism unique to Carter: His hearse will
stop at the US Navy Memorial,
where his remains will be trans-
ferred to a horse-drawn caisson for
rest of his trip to the Capitol.

The location nods to Carter’s place
as the lone US Naval Academy grad-
uate to become commander in
chief.

All of the pomp will carry some
irony for the Democrat who went
from his family peanut warehouse
to the Governor’s Mansion and
eventually the White House. Carter
won the presidency as the smiling
Baptist and technocratic engineer

who promised to change the ways
of Washington — and eschewed
many of those unwritten rules ways
when he got there.

“Jimmy Carter was always an out-
sider;” said biographer Jonathan
Alter, explaining how Carter capi-
talised on the fallout of the Vietnam
War and Watergate scandal that top-
pled Richard Nixon. “The country
was thirsting for moral renewal and
for Carter, as this genuinely religious
figure, to come in and clean things
up!

From 1977 to 1981, Carter was the
city’s highest-ranking resident. But
he never mastered it.

“He could be prickly and a not very
appealing personality” in a town that
thrives on relationships, Alter said,
describing a president who strug-
gled with schmoozing lawmakers
and reporters.

The gatekeepers of Washington
society never embraced Jimmy and
Rosalynn Carter, either, not quite

knowing what to make of the small-
town Southerners who carried their
own luggage and bought their
clothes off the rack.

Carter sold what had been the
presidential yacht, a perk his prede-
cessors had used to wine and dine
Capitol power players.

Early in Carter’s presidency,
Washington Post society columnist

Sally Quinn tagged the Carters and
their West Wing as “an alien tribe,”
incapable of “playing the game.” An
elite Georgetown hostess herself,
Quinn nodded to Washington’s
“frivolity” but nonetheless mocked
“the Carter people” as “not, in fact,
comfortable in limousines, yachts,
or in elegant salons, in black tie” or
with “place cards, servants, six
courses, different forks, three wines
... and after-dinner mingling”

He endured a rocky four years that
left him without enough friends in
the town’s power circles and, ulti-
mately, across an electorate that
delivered nearly 500 Electoral
College votes to Ronald Reagan in
the 1980 election.

Long after leaving office, Carter still
bemoaned a political cartoon pub-
lished around his inauguration that
depicted his family approaching
the White House with his mother,
“Miss Lillian,” chewing on a hayseed.
Carter often flouted the ceremoni-

al trappings that have been on dis-
play in Georgia and will continue in
Washington.

As president, he wanted to keep the
Marine Band from playing “Hail to
the Chief)” thinking it elevated the
president too much. His advisers
convinced him to accept it as part
of the job. And the song played
Saturday as he arrived at his presi-
dential centre after a motorcade
through his hometown of Plains and
past his boyhood farm.

He also never used his full name,
James Earl Carter Jr, even taking the
oath of office. His full name was
printed on memorial cards given to
all mourners who paid their respects
in Atlanta.

He once addressed the nation from
the White House residence wearing
a cardigan, now on display at his
museum and library. His remains
now at rest in a wooden casket being
carried and guarded by military
pallbearers in their impeccable dress

umforms

“He was a simple man in so many
ways,” said Brad Webb, an Army vet-
eran who came to honour the for-
mer president at his library, which
is on the same campus as The Carter
Centre, where the former president
and first lady based their decades of
advocacy for democracy, public
health and human rights in the
developing world.
“He was also a complicated man,
who took his defeat and did so much
good in the world,” said Webb, who
voted for Republican Gerald Ford in
1976 and Reagan in 1980. “And,
looking back, some of the things in
his presidency — the inflation, the
Iran hostages, the energy crisis —
were really things that no president
can actually control. We get to look
back with some perspective and
understand that he was an excellent
former president but also had a pres-
idency we can appreciate more
than we did as it was happening”
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Saudi Arabia presses Horita man to give
up US ciizenship over crifcal fweets

PTI B WASHINGTON

Saudi Arabia has forced a
Florida retiree to try to
renounce his American citizen-
ship after jailing him over
social media posts critical of
the kingdom’s crown prince,
according to the man’s son.
The retiree, 74-year-old Saad
Almadi, is one of at least four
dual Saudi-American nationals
who accuse Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman’s gov-
ernment of pressuring them to
give up their US citizenship, a
US-based Middle East human
rights group said.

The alleged tactic by a key
strategic partner of the US,
which has not been previous-
ly reported, tracks with similar
efforts to silence even mild crit-
icism, including the threat of
imprisonment and exit bans
like the one that has kept
Almadi from returning to the
US after being released from
more than a year in a Saudi
prison.

“There are Saudi princes that
come to the US for routine
medical checkups, so why can't
an American citizen return
home for his health?” Ibrahim
Almadi said of his father.

“It’s all because we don’t want
to upset our ally’s feelings,” he
said in an interview from
Washington. “If this were
Russia, Iran or North Korea, he
would've been declared wrong-
fully detained months ago”
The Saudi Embassy in
Washington acknowledged
receiving a request for com-
ment on the allegations but did
not otherwise respond. The
Saudi government doesn’t rec-
ognize dual citizenship. It reg-
ularly rejects criticism of its
actions, saying they are part of
a multiyear crackdown on cor-

ruption, terrorism and other
security threats.

The plight of the elder Almadi
and others could complicate US
efforts to turn the page on ten-
sions arising from the 2018
killing of Washington Post
columnist Jamal Khashoggi.
President Joe Biden in his 2020
campaign vowed to make pari-
ahs out of Saudi royals after US
intelligence officials concluded
that the crown prince autho-
rized the killing of the US-
based journalist inside the
Saudi consulate in Istanbul.
The prince has denied any
involvement.

But once in office and con-
fronted with a spike in gas
prices that did lasting damage
to support for Democrats,
Biden softened his criticism.
During a visit to Saudi Arabia
in 2022, the president had an
awkward fist bump with Prince
Mohammed.

Saudi-US relations are expect-
ed to warm further under
President-elect Donald Trump,
whose real estate empire and
family have extensive business
dealings with the world’s top oil
exporter.

A retired project manager who
immigrated to the US in the
1970s, Almadi was arrested in
Saudi Arabia in 2021, when he
arrived on a planned two-
week visit to see family. Saudi
officials confronted him with
tweets he had posted over the
past several years in the US,
including one  about
Khashoggi’s killing and anoth-
er on the crown prince’s con-
solidation of power.

Almadi was quickly sentenced
to more than 19 years in prison
on terrorism-related charges
stemming from the tweets.
Saudi Arabia freed him after
more than a year but imposed

an exit ban that keeps him from
returning to his home in Boca
Raton, near Miami.

For months after his release,
Almadi received menacing
phone calls from men his son
alleges were agents of the feared
intelligence police, whose job it
is to root out threats to the
kingdom’s rulers. Then, last
November, they summoned
Almadi to a villa in Riyadh,
where he was promised the exit
ban would be lifted if he
renounced his American citi-
zenship, his son said.

Feeling helpless, Almadi signed
a document and followed
instructions to try to return his
American passport to the US
Embassy, his son said.

By law, Americans seeking to
relinquish their citizenship
must follow a lengthy process,
and US officials must deem
their actions voluntary. That
had not happened in Almadi’s
case, the State Department
said, adding that he remains a
US citizen and receives con-
sular support.

“The Department will contin-
ue to advocate for Mr. Almadi
with the Saudi government
and hope he is soon able to
rejoin his family in the United
States,” the agency spokes-
woman said.

Abdullah Alaoudh, a senior
director at the Middle East
Democracy Center, a
Washington-based human
rights group, said he knew of]
three other dual US-Saudi cit-
izens who reported being
pushed to give up their US cit-
izenship. He said they were not
activists or vocal critics of the
Saudi government.

Alaoudh said Almadi’s case
appeared the most egregious:
“They are kind of forcing

»

him.

France marks 10 years
since deadly Charlie
Hebdo attacks

PTI M PARIS

Adecade after gunmen
stormed the offices of satir-
ical newspaper Charlie Hebdo
in a deadly assault that shook
France to its core, the nation is
pausing Tuesday to honour
the victims and grapple with
the evolving challenges of free
expression and terrorism.
President Emmanuel Macron
and Paris Mayor Anne Hidalgo
are leading solemn tributes at
the site of the attack, where 12
people, including some of
France’s most beloved cartoon-
ists, were killed on January 7,
2015. Among those remem-
bered was Ahmed Merabet, a
police officer who was gunned
down on the street while
defending the newspaper.
The massacre, carried out by
two brothers claiming alle-
giance to al-Qaida, marked
the start of a grim new era for
France, with a wave of extrem-
ist violence pushing the coun-
try to reassess its security pri-
orities and commitment to
free speech. Speaking on the
anniversary, Interior Minister
Bruno Retailleau painted a
stark picture of Frances current
security landscape. “France has
rearmed considerably, but the
threat is still there,” he warned
in an interview with RTL, ref-
erencing both external dangers
and a troubling rise in home-
grown radicalisation.

“The nature of the threat has
changed,” Retailleau explained.
“It is now primarily endoge-

nous — young individuals rad-
icalised through social media.
Last year alone, our services
foiled nine attacks, the highest
number since 2017
Retailleau cited recent attacks
at public gatherings in
Germany and New Orleans as
grim reminders of why France
must maintain a “very high
level of caution.”

The attack on Charlie Hebdo,
carried out in retaliation for the
newspaper’s irreverent carica-
tures of the Prophet
Muhammad, ignited fierce
global debates about the limits
of free expression. In the days
that followed, millions marched
in solidarity, brandishing pens
and signs declaring, “I am
Charlie” — a rallying cry for
press freedom and defiance
against extremism.

But 10 years on, the unity of]
that moment has splintered.
French commentators say|
younger generations are
increasingly critical of satire
they see as divisive or insensi-
tive, particularly toward mar-
ginalised communities.
Charlie Hebdo itself remains
unapologetic. Its 10th-anniver-
sary edition features a cover
cartoon of a reader perched on
an AK-47, captioned
“Indestructible” In an editori-
al, the magazine’s director,
Laurent Sourisseau, known as
“Riss,;” defended the power of]
satire. “If you want to laugh, it
means you want to live,” he
wrote.

Indonesia, Japan agree

to resume stalled ta

AP M JAKARTA

Indonesia’s government said it
agreed with Japan on
Tuesday to resume talks on the
joint development of naval
vessels that have stalled in
recent years.

Visiting Japanese Defence
Minister Gen. Nakatani dis-
cussed ways to deepen a
defense partnership with his
Indonesian counterpart, Sjafrie
Sjamsoeddin, in a meeting
Tuesday and agreed to contin-
ue negotiations on joint devel-
opment of naval ships and
other military equipment and
on technology transfer, Defence
Ministry spokesperson Brig.
Gen. Frega Wenas said.

“In principle, both defence
ministers welcomed coopera-
tion on promoting military
equipment,” Wenas said. “Of
course, it needs to be explored

kS

further where the joint devel-
opment would occur and
whether it would involve ships
or other defence equipment.”
Japan is unable to export fin-
ished frigates or submarines
under its current guidelines on
transfer of defence equipment
and technology, and it is
believed that joint develop-
ment is the most feasible way
to make transfers. Japanese
media said Nakatani, who
arrived in Jakarta on Sunday|
for an Indonesia-Japan defence
ministerial meeting, would pre-
sent a proposal for joint devel-
opment of destroyers that
stalled in recent years.

The Japanese government is
envisioning frigates based on its
Monogami class design, in
which President Prabowo
Subianto earlier showed inter-
est when he was defence min-

ister.

Public Notice

This is to inform the general public that Mfs. Kisco
Business Centre LLP are the owner of Entire first floor]
without roof rights “said floor”, Built up property bearing
no. 28, Area measuring 115.20 sq. mirs., Situated af
jcommunity center, Saket, New Delhi — 110017 through
Sale deed dated 05.12.2018 regd. as doc. No. 8190}
lexecuted by Mrs. Anju Chaudhary in favour of Mis. Kiscol
Business Centre LLP in respect of Said Floor.

[The above-said owner has misplaced the (1)
[Original SPA dated 01.12.2011. executed by
Mrs. Anju Chaudhary in favour of Mr. Siddharth|
[Chaudhary in respect of 2ND FLOOR, 28
[ICOMMUNITY CENTRE SAKET DELHI (2)
Original RELINQUISHMENT Deed dated
19.09.2018 regd. as doc no. 8505 executed by 1.
Mr. Siddharth Chaudhary for self & GPA of (2)|
Mrs. Krati Chaudhary, (3) Mr. Mohit Chaudhary,|
(4) Mr. Shridhar Chaudhary & (5) Mr. Pratesk
[Chaudhary in favour of Mrs. Anju Chaudhary.
IApplication No.- 2468700,2468704, registered at|
Police Computer Centre, Technical Services HO,
Delhi on dated 06.01.2025 Anyone who finds the|
labove-mentioned documents, kindly handover
the same to the Manager of HDFC Bank Limited
M/s. Kisco Business Centre LLP is in the
process of mortgaging the said property with|
HDFC Bank Limited. Any objections or concerns
regarding this transaction should be raised within|
la period of 7 days from the date of this public]
hotice. Any objections submitted after the|
icompletion of this 7-day period will not be
iconsidered binding with respect to the said
property or the interests of our client.

If anyone wishes to raise an objection, please do
so within the stipulated 7-days period by
contacting Law Veritas: North {Advocates &
Legal Consultants) at Office No. 11, 1st Floor,|

Building No. A-44/A, Sector-16, Noida, Uttar|
Pradesh-201301; Landlii +910120-
3101683, e-mail: accounts@lvnorth.in

{ PIONEER

LASSIFIED)

PTI W NEW YORK

The first US bird flu death has
been reported — a person in
Louisiana who had been hospi-
talised with severe respiratory
symptoms. Louisiana health
officials announced the death on
Monday.

Health officials have said the
person was older than 65, had
underlying medical problems
and had been in contact with
sick and dead birds in a back-
yard flock. They also said a
genetic analysis had suggested
the bird flu virus had mutated
inside the patient, which could
have led to the more severe ill-
ness. They have disclosed few
other details about the person.
Since March, 66 confirmed
bird flu infections have been

First bird flu death
reported in US

reported in the US, but previ-
ous illnesses have been mild
and most have been detected
among farmworkers exposed to
sick poultry or dairy cows. In
two cases — and adult in
Missouri and a child in
California — health officials
have not determined how they
caught it. The origin of the
Louisiana person’s infection
was not considered a mystery.
But it was the first human case
in the US linked to exposure to
backyard birds, according to
the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention. Louisiana offi-
cials say they are not aware of
any other cases in their state,
and US officials have said they
do not have any evidence that
the virus is spreading from per-
son to person.

Lt

In this photo released by Russian Orthodox Church Press Service, Russian Orthodox Patriarch Kirill (left) and Russian
President VIadimir Putin speak after the Christmas service in the Christ The Saviour Cathedral in Moscow, on Tuesday. AP/PTI

PTI B [SLAMABAD

In a surprising development, a
National Assembly (NA) panel
was informed that over 22,000
bureaucrats in Pakistan possess
dual nationality, raising con-
cerns about national security.

As the NAs standing committee
on Interior met on Monday with
Raja Khurram Nawaz in the
chair, members sounded alarm

Over 22,000 bureaucrats in

over the practice and called for
stringent measures to restrict
the practice, especially for
bureaucrats, judges and members
of the parliamentarians, accord-
ing to The Express Tribune
newspaper. The meeting was
deliberating on the proposed
legislation that would grant
Pakistani passports to citizens of
countries with which Islamabad
has dual nationality agreements.

Pakisian possess tual nationality: Report

During the meeting, it was also
revealed that 22,000 bureaucrats
hold dual citizenship.

Committee member Abdul
Qadir Patel expressed surprise
that while members of the
National Assembly and judges
were prohibited from holding
dual citizenship, bureaucrats were
not. He proposed that the bill
should include a provision to
ensure that individuals with dual

nationality should not be
appointed as bureaucrats.

Patel also challenged the argu-
ment that politicians are not
given dual citizenship due to the
need to safeguard state secrets.
Agha Rafiullah of Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP) demanded
detailed statistics on Pakistani cit-
izens holding dual nationality,
including how many have
renounced their foreign citizen-

ship and whether NADRA, the
official registration body, pos-
sessed data on which countries
these individuals were affiliated
with. The committee member
also raised concerns about the
relaxation of dual nationality
rules, citing the example of the
chairman of NAB (National
Accountability Bureau), the top
anti-corruption body, reported
the paper.

COMPREHENSIVE ANNUAL
MAINTENANCE CONTRACT OF IPIS
E-Tender No. SNT-42-LMG-2024-25;

Dated: 31-12-2024. E-tenders are invited
by the undersigned for the following work.
Name of work & Place: Comprehensive
Annual Maintenance Contract of IPIS at
Lumding and Badarpur stations for the
period of two years in Lumding division.
Tender Value: ¥36,73,007.26; Bid
Security: I73,500.00; E-tender will
be Closed at 15:00 hrs. on 24-01-2025
and Opened at 1530 hrs.
on 24-01-2025. For details visit:
www.ireps.gov.in

Sr. DSTE, Lumding
NORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY

vin 1 a smile

Public Notice
This is to inform the general public that Mrs.
Munesh is the owner of Property Bearing no.
1/5867, old no. 1353, land area measuring 40 Sq
Yds., l.e. 33.44 Sq. Mtr, Plot no. 5, out of Khasra
no. 364, situated at Village Sikdarpur in the abadi of|
east Rohtash Nagar, Shahdara, llaga Shahdara,
Delhi — 110032. through Sale Deed dated
03.11.2021, executed by Smt. Vijay Laxmi Sharma
in favour of Smt. Munesh in respect of Property no.
1/5867, Old ne. 1353, area measuring 40 Sq. Yds.,
i.e. 33.44 Sg. Mtr, out of Khasra no. 364.
Mrs. Munesh is in the process of mortgaging the
said property with SMFG India Home Finance
Co. Ltd. (Formerly Fullerton India Home
Finance Co. Ltd.}. Any objections or concerns|
regarding this transaction should be raised within
a period of 07 days from the date of this public|
notice. Any objections submitted after the|
completion of this 07-day period will not be
considered binding with respect to the said
property or the interests of our client.
[If anyone wishes to raise an objection, please do so
within the stipulated 07-days period by contacting
Law Veritas: North (Advocates & Legal
Consultants) at Office No. 11, 1st Floor,
JBuilding No. A-44/A, Sector-16, Noida, Uttar
Pradesh-201301; Landline(s): +910120-3101683,
le-mail: accounts@lvnorth.in

Public Notice

[ This is to inform the general public trat Mr. Suresh|
[Chand Rastogi is the GPA Holder of Property
Bearing no. 1/10101/A-2, land area measuring 50
Sq. Yds, out of Khasra no. 374, Khatoni no. 32,
Situated at village Babar pur in the abadi of west
Gorakh Park Shahdara Delhi. He is in possession
through Notarised GPA dated 24.05.1983 Mr.
[Shyam Kishore Aggarwal in favour of Mr. Suresh
(Chand Rastogi in respect of the said Property.

Mr. Suresh Chand Rastogi intends to fransfer the
lownership of aforementioned Property by way of Sale
Deed to Mr. Jaydeep Singh and Mrs. Kamini

'| CHANGE OF NAME |+

I, Urmila Agarwal W/O Sudhir
Kumar R/o H.No.-99, Sector-
12, Noida, Gautam Budh Nagar
(U.P) 201301 have changed my
name from Urmila Aggarwal to
Urmila Agarwal for all future
purposes.

PD(1203)C
I, Deepali W/o Gaurav Sharma,
R/o Arihant Arden, F-1603, Sec-
1, Greater Noida Extension, G.B
Nagar, U.R-201306 have
changed my name to Deepali
Sharma for all future purposes.

PD(1204)A
I, Prem Wati, Mother of-
No.16022125A NK Narayan
Singh, R/o- Vill- Nangal Jat,
Teh- Hathin, PO- Nangal Jat,
Dist- Palwal, Haryana-121105,
have changed my name from
Prem Wati to Premwati, vide
affidavit dated 07/01/2025
before Notary Public Delhi.

PD(1205)C
I, Sunder Kanwar, Mother of-
No.16026123M NK Amar Singh,
R/o0- Devinagar, Beejapur, Dist-
Pali, Rajasthan- 306707, have
changed my name from Sunder
Kanwar to Sundar Kanwar, vide

affidavit dated 07/01/2025

before Notary Public Delhi.
PD(1206)C

I, Varshaben Alpeshsinh

Makvana, W/o- No0.14859329Y
Sep Makvana Alpesh, R/o- Vill-
Karol Tal+PO- Prantij, Dist-
Sabar  Khantha, Gujarat-
383205, have changed my name
from Varshaben Alpeshsinh
Makvana to Makvana
Varshaben Alpeshsinh, vide
affidavit dated 07/01/2025
before Notary Public Delhi.
PD(1207)C

Singh. St Mr. Jaydeep Singh and|
Mrs. Kamini Singh are in the process of mortgaging
the said property with SMFG India Home Finance,
Co. Ltd. (Formerly Fullerton India Home Finance)|
Co. Ltd.). Any objections or corcerns regarding this|
transaction should be raised within a period of 07]
days from the date of this public notice. Any|
objections submitted after the completion of this G7-
day period will not be considered binding with respect
to the said property or the interests of our client.

[If anyone wishes to raise an abjection, please do so|
within the stipulated 07-days period by contacting
Law Veritas: North (Advocates & Legal Consultants)
at Office No. 11, 1st Floor, Building No. A-44/A,
Sector-18, Noida, Uttar Pradesh-201301;
Landline(s) +910120-3101683, e-mail
accounts@lvnorth.in

DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL-|, DELHI

4th Floor, Jeevan Tara Building,
Parliament Street, New Delhi-110001

T.A. No. 27582022
PUNJAB NATIONAL BANK

Vs ...Applicant
RAJESH KUMAR TRIPATH

AND ORS. ..Defendants
To,
(1) Rajesh Kumar Tripathi S/o Rajendra
Prasad Tripathi, R/o H No 848 2nd Floor Sector-
5 Vaishali Ghaziabad UP 201010
(2) Mrs Priyanka Tripathi W/o Mr Rajesh
Kumar Tripathi, R/oc H No 848, Second Floor,
Sector-5, Vaishali Ghaziabad UP-201010
(3) Mis Krishna Assets Developers Pvt. Ltd.,
Office at: 3 Dimensior Khasra No. 1264-1265 Raj
Nagar Extn, Ghaziabad UP
Whereas the above named applicant has
instituted a case for recovery of Rs. 21,14,694.72
(Rupees Twenty One Lakh Fourteen
Thousand Six Hundred Ninety Four and Paisa
Seventy Two only) against you and whereas it
has been shown to the satisfaction of the Tribunal
thatitis not possible to serve you in ordinary way.
Therefore, this notice is given by advertisement
directing you to make appearance before LD
Registrar on 28-01-2025 at 10.30 A.M. (for
further details kindly visit DRT website
www.tribunal.gov.in Phone No. 011-
23748473). Take notice thatin case of your failure
to appear on the above mentioned day before this
Tribunal, the case will be heard and decided in
your absence.
All the matters will be taken up through Video
Conferencing and for that purpose:-
(i) All the Advocates / Litigants shall download the
"Cisco Webex" application/ Software;
(i} "Meeting ID" and "Password" for the next
date of hearing qua cases to be taken by
'Registrar/Recovery Officer-l/and Recovery
Officer-1 shall be available one day prior 1o the
next date at DRT Official Portal i.e.
"hitps:/idrt.gov.in" under the Public Nolice
Head.
{iii) In any exigency qua that, the Advocates /
Litigants can contact the concerned official at Ph.
No.011-23748473.
Given under my hand and seal of the Tribunal on
this 02" Dec, 2024.

By order of this Tribunal
Respondent may contact under mention
phone number for further enquiry.
Ld. Registrar, DRT-I, New Delhi
Ph. No.: 011-23748473,
Email: drt1delhi-dfs@nic.in

PUBLIC NOTICE
|, Gautam Manoj S/@ SH. SATYA PRAKASH
GAUTAM R/0 38A/42A, DAYANAND BAGH,TAGORE
NAGAR ROAD ,AGRA (U.P) had booked a flat 0001
Tower D-4, in project called Supertech Eco Village-3,
Plot no. GH-06,SECTOR- 16B, GREATER NOIDA,
alanwith My Mother late Smt. SARGJ GAUTAM, now
after her Demise | have requested to M/s Supertech
Limited to Remove her name the said Flat. If anybody
has an objection, in this regard he/she may contact
to M/s Supertech Limited office at Plot No C-2,
Sector 96, Noida, Utiar Pradesh 201303 within 15
days of the Published notice Gautam Manoj (MAIN-
Applican) 3/0 SH.SATYA PRAKASH GAUTAM R/0
38A/42A, DAYANAND BAGH,TAGORE NAGAR
ROAD, AGRA (U.P).
JHA AND ASSOCIATE {Advocate)Cha. No. 45, Sub-

Registrar Compound, Sector-33, Noida-210301 (U.P)

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given to the public at large, on behalf of our
client, Mr. Amit Kumar S/o Mr. Ompal Singh R/e Flat No.-
801, Tower A, BPTP Park Elite Premium, Seclor-84, Ol
Faridabad, Haryana. 121002. ("Owner"}, Mr. Amit Kumar
was the owner of schedule property by virtue of Conveyance
Deed which was duly registered with the concerned Sub-
Registrar-Faridabad as Document No. 12238, in Addl. Bock
No.1,0n 06.02.2024., Flat/Builder Buyers Agreement dated
18.12.2010 executed by BPTP Ltd in favour of Mr. Kanwal
Bhatia have been lost, an FIR dated 19.06.2023 (Crime
Branch, Delhi Police) bearing LR No. 569229/2023 was also
lodged. (LOST Flat/Builder Buyers Agreement).
Public are warned not to deal with the Document and any
person receiving or dealing with the said Document would do
50 at their own risk and responsibility (including criminal
liability) and our client shall not be liable in any manner
whatsoever for any loss incurred by such person (s) on
account of any such unauthorized dealing, our client will
proceed to take such action including applying to concerned
authorities for issue of duly Certified Copies / Certified True
Copies/ Duplicate Copies of the Document.
SCHEDULE PROPERTY
Flat No. A-801, on 8" Floor, in Tower A, Super area measuring
974 sq. ft., in the project name as "Park Elite Premium’,
situated at Sector-84, Tehsil & Distt. Faridabad, Haryana.
Sachin Maheshwari & Associates (SMA) Law Offices,
Sachin Maheshwari Advocate
Badarpur Border, New Delhi.

PUBLIC NOTICE

“Itis to inform to the public at large that Mrs. Pooja
had acquired Built-Up Property bearing Plot no.

52, area 60 sg. yrds., Khasra No. 66/8, situated
atas Village Hastsal Delhi, area abadi colony known
as Om Vihar, Phase-V, in Block-G, Uttam Nagar,
New Delhi vide GPA Dt. 26.01.2024 executed by
Mrs. Taruna Rani along with SPA, ATS &amp; Will
and Now Mrs. Pooja is the undisputed owner of
the said property.

Any person / firm / institution / company having
any claim or right in respect of the said Property
by way of inheritance, share, sale, agreement,
lease, license, gift, possession, legal heirs, part-
ners or encumbrance howsoever or otherwise is
hereby required to intimate in writing to the under-
signed within 07 days from the date of publica-
tion of this notice of his/her/their share or claim,
i any, with all supporting documents at below men-
tioned address. After expiration of notice period,
the claims, if any, of such person shall be
treated null and void and also treated as waived
and not binding on our client.

Ajay Kumar Giri (Advocate) H No. 26/161, Basement,
Vikram Vihar, Lajpat Nagar 4, New Delhi -110024

PROVISION OF DIFFERENT
TYPE OF BONDS

E-Tender Notice No.: AP-EL-TRD-
14-24-25. E-Tenders are invited by the
undersigned for the following work: SI.
No.1; Tender No.: AP-EL-TRD-14-24.25;
Name of work: Provision of different type
of bonds in connection with Raninagar
Jalpaiguri - New Coochbehar -TSR (P) -
12.132 TKM of Alipurduar division.
Advertised Tender Value: 76,00,779.50;
Earnest Money: 212,000.00; E-tender
will be closed at 15:00 hrs. on
23-01-2025 and will be opened on
23-01-2025 at 15:30 hrs. at DRM/Elect.
(TRD)/Alipurduar Jn.'s office. The
complete information with the tender
document of above e-tender will be

available in website www.ireps.gov.in.
Sr. DEEITRD, OP & GS,
Alipurduar Jn.

NORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY
: g

ELECTRICAL WORKS AT
KATIHAR DIVISION

E-Tender Notice No.
EL/29/02 2025/K/1119 Dated:
03-01-2025. E-Tenders are invited
by the undersigned for the following
works: Tender No. 02_2025. Name
of work: (A) Electrical General
work in connection with Engg. work
“Raninagar Jalpaiguri-Kishanganj
& Raninagar Jalpaiguri-Haldibari-
Provision of Track Machine Siding
and facilities-3 Nos. and 1 No.
respectively”. (B) Electrical General
work in connection with Engg.
work “Hatwar-Haldibari & Siliguri
Jn.-Aluabari Road-Provision of
new RGM Siding-4 Nos. and 1
MNo. respectively”. Tender Value:
¥1,32,25,940/-, Earnest Money:
¥2,16,200/-. Date & Time of
closing of Tender: 15.00 hrs.
on 27-01-2025 & opening at
15.30 hrs. of 27-01-2025. The
complete information of the tender
document of above e-tender
will be available in the website
www.ireps.gov.in

Sr. DEE (G&Chg), Katihar
NORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY

Serving Customers With A Smile

PROVISION OF DIFFERENT
TYPE OF BONDS IN

ALIPURDUAR DIVISION

Tender Notice No.: AP-EL-TRD-12-
24-25, Dated: 01-01-2025; E-Tender are
invited by the undersigned for the
following work, Tender No.: AP-EL-
TRD-12-24-25; Name of Work :
Provision of different type of bonds in
connection with Raninagar Jalpaiguri-
New Coochbehar-TSR(P}-12.800 TKM of|
Alipurduar Division. Tender Value: ¥
6,60,406.55/-; Earnest Money:
213,200/-, Date & time of closing of
tender at 15:00 hrs. and opening at
15:30 hrs. on 23-01-2025.For details
please visitin website www.ireps.gov.in

DRM/Elect. (TRD), Alipurduar Jn.

(@ NORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY

Serving Customers With A Smile

PUBLIC NOTICE

M/s Signatureglobal (India) Limited has
been granted Environmental Clearance for
Group Housing Colony project located at
revenue estate of Village- Fazilpur Jharsa,
Sector-71, Gurugram Manesar  Urban
Complex, Haryana vide letter no.
SEAC/HR/2024/107 dated 03.01.2025. The
copy of clearance along with the conditions
to be complied is available at office of the
State Environmental Impact Assessment
Authority, Haryana and on the website of
the MOEF&CC at http://parivesh.nic.in. Also
available at the registered office of the
company at 13th floor, Dr. Gopal Dass
Bhawan, 28, Barakhamba Road, Connaught
Place, New Delhi and also an website of the
company at www.signatureglobal.in.

Sd/-

Authorised Signatory

For Signatureglobal {India) Limited

CIN: L70100DL2000PLC104787

Address: 13th Floor, Dr. Gopal Das Bhawan,
28 Barakhamba Road, Connaught Place,
New Delhi-110001

PROVISION OF DIFFERENT
E-Tender Notice No. AP-EL-
TRD-15-24-25 Dated: 31-12-
2024. E-Tenders are invited by
the undersigned for the following
works: Tender No. AP-EL-
TRD-15-24-25. Name of work:
Provision of different type of bonds
in connection with Siliguri Jn.-New
Mal Jn. (SL)-TSR (P)-17.000 TKM
of Alipurduar Jn. Division. Tender
Value: 37,45,210.50/-, Earnest
Money: ¥14,900/-. Date & Time of
closing of Tender: 15.00 hrs. on
23-01-2025 & opening at 15.30
hrs. of 23-01-2025 at DRM/Elect
(TRD)/Alipurduar Jn. office. The
complete information of the tender
document of above e-tender
will be available in the website
www.ireps.gov.in

Sr. DEE/TRD, OP & GS,
Alipurduar Jn.
NORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY

Serving Customers With A Smile

BSES

BSES Rajdhani Power Limited, New Delhi

NOTICE INVITING TENDER FOR SHORT TERM
PURCHASE OF POWER FOR THE PERIOD
01" May 2025 TO 30 "SEPTEMBER 2025
! Tender No. Head (PMG)/BRPLIE Tender/2024-25/490 '
In accordance with the guidelines for
short term procurement of power
notified by the Ministry of Power and
directions issued by Hon'ble DERC,

BRPL has floated power procurement
tender with the General Terms and
Conditions for purchase of power and
same is available on e-Bidding portal

www.mstcecommerce.com,
www.bsesdelhi.com.

Bidders are requested to kindly visit
above website and submit the
competitive purchase offers on

www.mstcecommerce.com.

Last date of bid submission is 17th

9

20th January'2025 at 11:00 HRS

Address:- Head PMG , BSES Rajdhani power Ltd.,
BSES Bhawan, 2nd Floor, D-Block, Nehru Place,
New Delhi - 110018 (Tel: 011-49209037}

Regd. Off. : BSES Rajdhani Power Limited,
BSES Bhawan, Nehru Place, New Delhi-110019
Corporate ldentification No.: U40109DL2001PLC111527
Telephone No. : +31 11 4910 7235
Website : www.bsesdelhi.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
My Client Mrs. Kamlesh Yadav owner of a Single
Storey Residential House area measuring 246 sq.
yds i.e. 205.68 sg. mtrs, out of Khasra no. 386,
situated at Village Chotpur Pargana & Tehsil Dadri
District Gautam Budh Nagar U.P. through Registered
Gift Deed Dated 02.01.2025 executed by Mr. Munna
Lal Yadav Vide Reg. no. 53 at SR-| NOIDA U.P the
above-mentionad property is going to be mortgage
with Fedbank Financial Services Limited. If any
person/bank/financial institution having any
claim/right, lien, any objection whatsoever in regard
fo the above property, should notified to the
undersigned/Adv. Vishal Mehan, E-713,
Karkardooma Court, Delhi-110092 along with
documentary evidence under address through
registered within 7 days from the date of publication
of this notice failing which any claim, lien or

PUBLIC NOTICE
Itis to inform to the public at large that Mr. Yogesh

Wahi who is purchasing the Property No.58 (New
No.17-B), measuring 50.78 Sq. Yds., on Plot]
Nos.19 & 21, Khasra No.287 & 288, Village
Ghondli, East Azad Nagar, Gali No.12, lllaqa
Shahdara, Delhi-110051 from Mrs. Pramila
Joshi who became owner vide Relinquishment
Deed dated 25.10.2011 (Document No.17943)
executed by Mr. Virender Joshi and same to be
financed & mortgaged by Aditya Birla Housing |l
Finance Ltd. That, (1) SMC in the name of Legal
heirs of Late Mr. Bhardwaj Joshi & (2) SMC in
the name of Legal heirs of Late Mr. Pushpender|
Kumar Joshi are not available. If any Person
having any type of claim/right#title/interest over the
said property, may inform in writing, at the address
mentioned below, about his objections, within
10days from today, failing which it shall be
presumed that the said property is free from all type

objection shall be deemed to have been waived. Adv. | |+ I
Vishal Mehan, E-713, Karkardooma Court, Delhi- ° ”°“mb'ag?§§.gfeslif,;d F|°;}Lfg;,;',',_l'§§f::_;|;|,}i
110092; Mob.: 9811215181 Sector 2 Noida,UP-201301Contact#0120.4269379

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is for the information of all concerned that our project of

Commercial Complex, situated at Parmeshwari Wala Bagh, Near

Azadpur Metro Station, Delhi, has been accorded the Environmental

Clearance from Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change

vide Environmental Clearance Identification No.

EC24C3802DL5909042N dated 02/01/2025 subject to the

conditions enumerated herein and copies of clearances letter are

available with the MoEF&CC and may also be seen on the website
www.parivesh.nic.in and our website — www.unitygroup.in

ANIL SOBTI — AUTHORISED SIGNATORY

AGGARWAL PLAZA PVT. LTD.

G-3, Aggarwal Corporate Tower

23, Rajendra Place, New Delhi — 110008

MANIBHAVNAM HOME FINANCE INDIA PRIVATE LIMITED ,..-aha.:.n,...

NOTICE UNDER SECTION ﬂlﬁl OF THE SECURITIZATION AND RECONSTRUCTION OF FINANCIAL
ASSETS AND ENFORCEMENT OF SECURITY INTEREST ACT, 2002

The undersigned being the Authorised Officer, under the provision of the Securitisation and Reconstruction of
Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002, of ManiBhanam Home Finance India Private
Limited having its Registered Office at 2nd Floor, N-2, South Extension Part-1, New Delhi-110049, (hereinafter
referred to 3 "MBHF"), which has du? been Authoised by the Central Goverment, vide a notification dated
17.06.2021, to be treated as a Financial Institution, for the pu%ases of the “The Securitization and Reconstruction
of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002, hereby issue you the fallowing notice -

1. ASHOK KUMAR SHARMA 5/0 KUWAR PAL SHARMA, 2. ANUJA SHARMA W/0 ASHOK KUMA!
SHARMA., 3. AMRITA SHARMA D/0 ASHOK SHARMA. All R/o - RZ-931/A/4, GALI NO. 14A/1, SADH
NAGAR, PALAM VILLAGE, SOUTH WEST DELHI - 110045. ALSO AT : RZ-931/A/4, SADH NAGAR GALI NO. 4,
PALAM VILLAGE, NR CANARA BANK DELHI-110045, ALSO AT : B-400 JHUGGI CLUSTER, MAYAPURI PHASE 2,
SOUTH WEST DELHI-110064, ALSO AT : RZ-586/16 GALI NO, 24, SADH NAGAR PALAM COLONY, NEA
CANARA, NEW DELHI - 110045, ALSO AT: M/S 5.K. DYEING (PLANT INCHARGE) PLOT NO. 3 BIAIM COLON
SARAI ALAWARDI GURUGRAM, NEAR SARAI RAILWAY PATAK, ALSO AT : RI-80, GALI MO. 4, INDRA PARK,
PALM COLONY, SOUTH WEST DELHI - 110045,

Loan Afc Numbers/Date : LPO000000D02460 & LPODD0ODDO0Z40T / 31.08.2020 & 18.08.2023,
Loan Amount Availed : Rs. 7,00,000/- , Date of 13(2) Notice : 24.12.2024, NPA Date : 09.12.2024

Mmga%e Properties : All That Piece And Parcel Of Third Floor Which Is Built Towards Front & Left Hand Side}
With Its Roof/Terrace Rights Qut Of Pro rr; Bearing No.Rz-931a/4, In Gali No.14a/1, Area Measuring 45

Yds. |.E.37.7 Sq. Mir.,, Out Of Khasra Nu.ggf /1, Situated In Revenue Estate Of Village Palam, Delhi State Delhi,
Colony Known As Sadh Nagar, Palam Colony, New Delhi-110045, Alongwith Common /Combined Rights Of Main
Entrance, Passage & Staircases Leading From Stilt Floor To Top Aoar With Other Ocmﬂams Of This Building &1
With Provision & One Bike Parking Space In Common Parking Area At Stilt Floor, With All The Proportionate
Undivided, Indivisible And Imparlieﬁ Free Hold Rights Of The Land Undereath, And The Same Is Bounded A

"Du-md Date and Amountas Per Sec. 13(2) Act. Notice : Rs. 7,78,778.21/- as on 18.12.2024,
‘ Under:- East - Portion Of Property, West - Gali, North -Other's Praperty, South - Portion Of Property.

Further with reasons, we believe that C¥uu are evading the service of demand natice, hence this publication of
demand notice. You are hereby called upon to pay MANIBHAVNAM HOME FINANCE INDIA PRIVATE LIMITED
within a period of 60 days of date of ﬁuhlitation of this demand notice the aforesaid amount alongwith further
interest, cost, incidental expenses, charges etc,, failnnF which MANIBHAVNAM HOME FINANCE INDIA PRIVATE
LIMITED will take necessary action under all or any of the provision of Sec. 13(4) of the said Act against allor
any one or more of the secured assets including talsiug possession of this secured assets of the borrower/s.
Further you are prohibited U/S 13(13) of the said Act from transferring either by way of sale/lease or in any
other way the aforesaid secured assets. Please note that no further demand notice will be issued.

| Date - 08.01.2025, Place - Delhi Authorized officer, MANIBHAVNAM HOME FINANCE INDIA PRIVATE LIMITED

| TORES E-PROCUREMENT

E-procurement Tender Notice No. S/32/2024-25 Dated: 06-01-
2025. E-tenders are invited by the undersigned for the following
works.

SN.1. Tender No. 30/24/5029A/0T/268/2024-25
Closing/Opening date: 09-01-2025

Brief Description: Supply & fitment of air Brake modification Items
for 450 nos of LHB coaches as per annexure [Warranty Period: 30
Months after the date of delivery] [Inspection Agency: TPI, Stage
Insp.: No, Stages: 0] [UVAM Linking:] ltem Type: Goods Qty-1 Set for
SSE/C/IC/Guwahati, NFR (Assam), P.L. No-429086140043.

SN.2. Tender No. 83/24/1049A/0T/269/2024-25

Closin ening date: 27-01-2025
Brief Description: Pre-printed ticket paper rolls for printing UTS
tickets without advertisement, [S00 tickets per roll] with sprocket holes
on both sides and size of ticket 103 mrn length and 64 mm width
made of 130 GSM [ + -5%] Good quality virgin pulp white paper with
Indian Railway water mark as per detail specification and other
terms and conditions as per Annexure 'A' enclosed. Spec. no.
1S:1848/1991 or latest. as per Drg. No. Specn no. 1S:1848/1991 or
latest. [ Warranty Period: 30 Months after the date of delivery] 1) Qty-
1929.00 in Thousand Numbers for Dibrugarh Town/WORKSHOP/
DEPOT, NFR (Assam), 2) Qty-11226.00 in Thousand MNumbers
for Guwahati/FORMS/DEPOT, NFR (Assam), 3) Qty-4502.00 In
Thousand Numbers for Katihar/GSD, NFR (Bihar), 4) Qty-4802.00 in
Thousand Numbers for New Jalpaiguri/lGSD, NFR (West Bengal), P.L
No-83040407.
Note: For full details of tender notice and tender documents,
tenderer may log on to the website (www.ireps.gov.in). Prospective
bidder who intend to participate in above tender are required to
log on themselves with the above website and submit their offer
electronically, if they are already registered with IREPS. In Case they
are not registered with IREPS, they are advised to obtain class-lll
Digital Signature Certificate from the certifying agencies under Govt.
of India IT Act 2000 and participate in the above tenders.
PCMM, Maligaon
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Duty cut on Smarfhong parts to At electronics ecosystem: GTR

PTI @ NEW DELHI
reduction in the

A_ ny
customs duty on
smartphone parts in the

forthcoming budget will
harm India's developing
component ecosystem,
discourage investment,

increase imports, and make
local firms uncompetitive,
potentially resulting in job
losses, think tank GTRI said
on Tuesday.

India's smartphone industry
is a 'Make in India" success
story, with 2023-24
production reaching USD
49.2 billion and exports at
USD 15.6 billion, making
smartphones the fourth-
largest export after diesel,
aviation fuel, and polished
diamonds.

However, a few industry
groups are pushing for further
import tariff cuts on
smartphone components in
the Union Budget for FY26.
The Global Trade Research
Initiative (GTRI) warns that
this could harm India's
growing local manufacturing
ecosystem and long-term
ambitions in electronics.
"Instead of cutting tariffs,
GTRI recommends setting up
component hubs near ports to
reduce import delays and
warehousing  costs.  This

approach, used by countries
like Vietnam and China,
would support local
manufacturing and reduce
import dependency,” the
think tank's founder Ajay
Srivastava said.

Highlighting six key risks of
reducing tariffs, he said any
reduction would harm India's
developing component
ecosystem, discourage
investment, and hurt the goal
of self-reliance; and would
not help pushing exports as
current export schemes
already  allow  duty-free
imports for manufacturing
exports.

He added that the country's
success in  smartphone
manufacturing stems from
policies promoting local
production through tariffs,
incentives, and  phased
programmes and cutting
tariffs could weaken this
framework.

"Lower tariffs could
encourage unsustainable
assembly-based operations, as
seen in past policy failures.
Besides, the mid- and low-
end segments depend on local

components and provide
employment. Duty cuts
would make local firms

uncompetitive, resulting in
job losses," he added.

He also said that the

electronics imports have risen
significantly, and further
tariff cuts would worsen this
trend, increasing India's
reliance on foreign suppliers.
Tariffs were already reduced
from 15 per cent to 10 per
cent last year.

Explaining further, the GTRI
said that out of USD 49.2
billion worth of production of
smartphones last fiscal,
premium phones account for
about 20 per cent of
production, mid-range 30 per

cent, and low-end 50 per cent.
"Local components are used
in 70 per cent of low-end
phones, 50 per cent of mid-
range phones, and only 5-30
per cent of premium phones.
The rising use of local parts is
driven by India's production
of key components for mid-
and low-end phones like
printed circuit boards (PCBs),
display modules, camera
modules, battery packs, smart
phone chargers and adapters,
wiring harnesses,

microphones and speakers,
SIM card holders, and USB
connectors,” it said.

However, the ecosystem is
still developing and needs
protection, and reducing
import tariffs would allow
duty-free imports, making it
harder for local firms to
compete and would force
them to shut down, it said.
"This  would discourage
further investment in local
manufacturing and undo the
progress made under the
Phased Manufacturing
Programme (PMP).

It would harm not just the
smartphone industry but the
entire electronics sector,
jeopardizing India's goal of
becoming self-reliant in
electronics production,” it
said.

It added that the mid-range

and low-end smartphone
segments, which heavily rely
on locally produced
components, provide
significant employment
opportunities.

"If import duties are reduced,
local firms will struggle to
compete with  duty-free
imports, leading to job losses.
In contrast, countries like
South Korea, Japan, and
Taiwan have focused on
developing specialised local
ecosystems for high-value

components, which has
helped them sustain their
electronics industries and
create long-term jobs," it said.
On imports, the GTRI said
that India's  electronics
component imports are
rising. It rose from USD 15.8
billion in FY19 to USD 34.4
billion in FY24.

Cutting tariffs further will
increase this dependence on
foreign suppliers, making
India vulnerable to global
supply chain disruption.
(Multi Modal international
Cargo Hub and Airport at
Nagpur), cancelling the
award of contract to GMR
Airports, had said the
impugned judgment was
based on sound reasoning
and true analysis of facts and
did not warrant interference.
"We are of the considered
opinion that the findings
recorded by the High Court
allowing the writ petition are
in accordance with law.
Those findings do not suffer
from any illegality,
warranting interference by
this court in exercise of the
power under Article 136 of

the Constitution. All these
appeals are hereby
dismissed,” a bench of

Justices Vineet Saran, since
retired, and J K Maheshwari
had said on May 9, 2022.
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Rupee falls seven
paise against USD

PTI B MUMBAI

The rupee fell 5 paise to
settle at 85.73
(provisional) against the US
dollar on Tuesday, as higher
crude oil prices and outflow
of foreign funds continued to
weigh on the local unit.

Forex traders said the rupee
pared some of its intraday
losses as the American
currency retreated from its
elevated levels. Moreover, the
recovery in the domestic
equity market also aided
sentiments.

At the interbank foreign
exchange, the rupee opened at
85.77, touched the day's peak
of 85.65 and hit an intraday
low of 85.80 against the
greenback. The unit settled at
85.73 (provisional) against

the dollar, registering a fall of
5 paise from its previous
close.

On Monday, the rupee settled
11 paise higher at 85.68
against the dollar. During
intraday, the unit had hit the
lowest-ever level of 85.84
against  the  American
currency.

"We expect the rupee to trade
with a negative bias on FII
outflows and underlying
strength in the US dollar
amid expectations of no rate
cut by Fed in January.
However, any extended
recovery in the domestic
markets may support rupee at
lower levels.

"Traders may take cues from
ISM  services PMI, trade
balance and JOLTS jobs data
from the US. USD-INR spot
price is expected to trade in a
range of Rs 85.50 to Rs 85.90,"
Anuj Choudhary, Research
Analyst at Mirae Asset
Sharekhan, said.

Meanwhile, the dollar index,
which gauges the greenback's
strength against a basket of six
currencies, was trading 0.30
per cent lower at 107.92, amid
disappointing US services
PMI and factory orders data,
while President-elect Donal
Trump dismissed rumours
over stringent trade tariffs.

Microsoft to invest USD
three billion in India; Nadella

PTI @ BENGALURU

IT major Microsoft will
invest USD 3 billion in
India for the expansion of
cloud and AI infrastructure
in the country, the
company's chairman and
CEO Satya Nadella said on
Tuesday.

There is a  fantastic
momentum in India where
people are pushing for a
multi-agent kind of

deployment.

"T am really really excited to
announce the single largest
expansion we have ever
done in India by putting
USD 3 billion additional
dollars to expand our Azure
capacity," Nadella said.

He said that the company is
doing a lot of regional
expansions in India.

Nadella said that Microsoft's
mission to empower every
person and organisation in

India drives the company.

"To that end it is about being
able to ensure that the
human capital of this
country is able to continue
to scale, take advantage of
immense opportunity and
potential the technology has.
That's why we are very
excited to announce today
our commitment, which we
have always had, to train 10
million people around AI
skills by 2030," Nadella said.

Automobile retall sales rise In 2024: FADA

PTI ® NEW DELHI

Automobile retail sales
grew 9 per cent year on
year in 2024 riding on the
back of robust demand for

two-wheelers and passenger
vehicles amid challenging

business environment,
dealers' body FADA said on
Tuesday.

Overall vehicle registrations
stood at 2,61,07,679 units last
year as compared to
2,39,28,293 units in the 2023
calendar year, recording a
growth of 9 per cent.
"Despite multiple headwinds
in CY24, including
heatwaves, elections at both
central and state levels and
uneven monsoon, the auto
retail industry remained
resilient," the Federation of
Automobile Dealers
Associations (FADA)
President C S Vigneshwar
said in a statement.

In the two-wheeler segment,
improved  supply, fresh
models and strong rural
demand propelled growth,
though finance constraints
and rising EV competition
continued to pose challenges,
he noted.

The passenger vehicle (PV)

segment benefited from
robust network expansion
and product launches, albeit
with margin pressures due to
higher  inventory, thus
leading to a discount war
towards the second half,
Vigneshwar stated.
Commercial vehicle segment
performance was subdued
amid election-driven
uncertainty and reduced
infrastructure spending, he
noted.

PV sales stood at 40,73,843

units last year, up 5 per cent
compared to 38,73,381 units
in 2023.

Two-wheeler sales rose 11
per cent year on year to
1,89,12,959 units in 2024 as
against 1,70,72,932 units in
2023.

Three-wheeler registrations
rose 11 per cent year on year
to 12,21,909 units as against
11,05,942 units in 2023.
Tractor sales witnessed a 3
per cent year on year growth
at 8,94,112 wunits while
commercial vehicle sales

remained flat at 10,04,856
units in 2024.

On business outlook, FADA
noted that in the two-
wheeler segment, rising rural

incomes, fresh model
introductions and an
eventual plateau in EV

disruption could revitalise
growth after years of sluggish
demand.

The CV sector is looking for
the  momentum  from
infrastructure investments,
stable credit availability and
government incentives --
factors that could spark a
healthy uptick in fleet
renewals and expansions, it
said. Meanwhile, PV dealers
anticipate strong consumer
pull from new SUV launches
and feature-rich EVs amid
maturing ecosystem, FADA
noted.

However, price-sensitive
buyers and interest rate
fluctuations remain watch
points, it added.

"Overall, FADA remains
optimistic ~ that  market
recovery, coupled with

strategic OEM support and
policy-level clarity, will
enable the automotive retail
industry to end CY25 on a

robust note," it said.

In December 2024,
automobile  retail  sales
declined 12 per cent year on
year to 17,56,419 units.
Two-wheeler registrations
fell 18 per cent to 11,97,742
units as compared to
14,54,353 units in December
2023.

PV retail sales also dipped 2
per cent to 2,93,465 units last
month as compared to
2,99,351 units in December
2023.

PV retails declined primarily
due to high inventory levels
following the festive season
and aggressive discounting
aimed at clearing stock,
FADA noted.

Poor market sentiment,
limited new model launches
and intense price
competition among co-
dealers further impacted
sales, it added.

Overall, despite certain
headwinds, automotive
dealers remain hopeful that
steady product availability,

strategic marketing and
supportive government
measures  will sustain

momentum in the near term,
it added.

Government notifies procedure for export of

PTI B NEW DELHI

The government has laid
out a procedure for export
of certified organic products,

requiring mandatory
certification ~ under  the
National Programme for

Organic Production (NPOP)
for such shipments, according
to a public notice.

The Directorate General Of
Foreign Trade (DGFT) in a
public notice said that a
product will be allowed to be

exported as "organic product”
only when accompanied by a
Transaction Certificate (TC)
issued by a certification body
accredited by the National
Accreditation Body for such
items under the NPOP of the
Department of Commerce.
India has fixed a target of USD
2 billion exports for organic
food products by 2030.

It added that exports of these
goods shall only be certified as
such if produced, processed,
packed and labelled as per the

certified

standards laid down in the
NPOP.

"Procedure for export of
certified organic products has
been notified," it added.

The revised edition of the
NPOP will come into force
with effect from 180 days
from January 5.

The commerce ministry's arm
APEDA (Agricultural and
Processed Food Products
Export Development
Authority) has revised the
NPOP's regulations to make it

organic products

more farmer-friendly and
help India push exports of
organic food products.

The National Programme for
Organic Production (NPOP)
provides  standards  for
organic production and
procedure for accreditation of
certification bodies.

The standards and procedures
have been formulated in
harmony with other
international standards
regulating the import and
export of organic products.

During April-November this
fiscal, these exports rose by
about 40 per cent to USD 456
million. It was USD 495
million in 2023-24.

To promote Indian organic
goods in the global markets,
he said, APEDA is facilitating
the participation of a number
of companies in 'BioFach',
which is the largest organic
food trade fair in
Nuremberg, Germany. The
four-day fair will start from
February 11.

Tata Elxsi and CSIR-NAL partner for air mobility

\y

PTI ® MUMBAI
lobal design and
technology services

provider Tata Elxsi has inked
an initial pact with CSIR-
National Aerospace
Laboratories (CSIR-NAL) for
a strategic partnership in
advanced air mobility amid a
rapidly evolving market for
unmanned aerial vehicles and
urban air mobility globally, a
statement said on Tuesday.

The partnership combines
NAL's deep aeronautical
expertise and Tata Elxsi's
technological capabilities in
electrification, AI/ML, sensor
fusion, and certification
processes to support global
and Indian markets, it stated.
This partnership will
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accelerate

product
development cycles for these
sectors by providing access to

advanced testing
infrastructure,
methodologies, and expertise,
Tata Elxsi said.

The two partners, as per the
statement, will jointly focus

on technologies such as
aerodynamic design,
autonomous systems, and

secure communications to
address the unique needs of
both manned and unmanned
air mobility systems.

"We believe the future of
aerospace innovation lies in
technologies like UAVs and
UAM. This strategic
partnership ~ with  NAL
combines our strengths to
push the boundaries of

innovation and accelerate the
development ~ of  next-
generation air  mobility
solutions for our customers
globally," said Manoj
Raghavan, MD & CEO at Tata
Elxsi.

Stating that India presents
significant opportunities
through initiatives like Make-
in-India, indigenisation, and
the growing demand for
advanced  air  mobility
solutions, Tata Elxsi said the
partnership will contribute to
building a robust ecosystem of
precision manufacturing,
component suppliers, and tool
vendors.

This ecosystem aims to bring
together key stakeholders to
foster innovation, enhance
scalability, and address the
unique requirements of
advanced  air  mobility
systems, the company said.
"CSIR-NAL's deep expertise
in aerospace research and
testing, along with Tata Elxsi's
advanced technology and
design expertise, will help us
develop innovative, scalable,
and sustainable solutions that
will shape the future of urban
transportation,"” said Abhay A.

Lectrix delivers over one lakh meals
on electric vehicles in just eight hours

PNS B NEW DELHI

Lectrix delivered 114,985
meals in just 8 hours using
a fleet of Lectrix electric
vehicles, including their latest
scooter model, NDuro. This
groundbreaking initiative,
titled "1 Lakh Meals on
Lectrix Wheels," was not just
about numbers-it was a
testament to the power of
sustainable action to solve
pressing global challenges.

In collaboration with social
purpose organizations
including Navodyam (an
SDMC Trust initiative), the
Robin Hood Army, and The
Akshay Patra Foundation,
Lectrix  showcased how
technology and sustainability
can work together to solve
real-world social problems.
This event earned a
prestigious place in the Asia
Book of Records and India
Book of Records for the
highest number of meals
delivered via electric vehicles
in 8 hours.

From 10 AM to 6 PM, the

capital city witnessed an
extraordinary operation
powered by  Lectrix's
vehicles. Speaking about the
initiative, Pritesh Talwar,
President of EV Business,
Lectrix, said, "At Lectrix, we
believe innovation should
not only drive progress but
also serve humanity and the
planet. This initiative was
about more than breaking
records; it was about
demonstrating how green
technology  can  create
meaningful  change. By
delivering over 1 Lakh meals
using electric vehicles, we

proved that sustainability
isn't just a goal-it's the future.
We tested how, in the future,
we could roll out EVs in a

pandemic or emergency
scenario and reach more
than a lakh people in just a
few hours in a sustainable
way. We invite the world to
join us in embracing this
vision for a greener and more
equitable tomorrow."

The operation began at
Akshay Patra's four kitchens,
where thousands of meals
were prepared and
dispatched to 11 strategically
identified hubs across Delhi.

Market benchmarks rebound
after a two-day decline

PTI @ MUMBAI

enchmark equity indices
Sensex and Nifty
rebounded on Tuesday after a
sharp decline in the previous

two sessions, driven by
intense buying in blue-chip
stocks like Reliance

Industries, ICICI Bank and
L&T amid a firm trend in
global markets.

However, a decline in IT
stocks ahead of the earnings
season and a weak rupee
against  the  greenback
restricted the market rally,
traders said.

The 30-share BSE benchmark
Sensex climbed 234.12 points
or 0.30 per cent to settle at
78,199.11. During the day, it
jumped 487.75 points or 0.62
per cent to 78,452.74.

The NSE Nifty gained 91.85
points or 0.39 per cent to
23,707.90.

From the 30-share blue-chip
pack, Tata Motors, Reliance
Industries, ICICI Bank, Asian
Paints, Nestle India,
UltraTech Cement, Larsen &
Toubro and Adani Ports were

S

among the biggest gainers.

In contrast, Zomato, HCL
Tech, Tata Consultancy
Services, Tech Mahindra,
Kotak Mahindra Bank and
Infosys were among the
losers.

In Asian markets, Seoul,
Tokyo, and Shanghai settled
in positive territory while
Hong Kong ended lower.
European markets were
trading with gains in mid-
session deals. US markets
ended mostly higher on
Monday.

The rupee fell 5 paise to settle
at 85.73 (provisional) against

the US dollar on Tuesday.
Foreign Institutional
Investors (FIIs) offloaded

equities worth Rs 2,575.06
crore on Monday, according
to exchange data.

Global oil benchmark Brent
crude dipped 0.12 per cent to
USD 76.21 a barrel.
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AC Milan 3-2 win over Inter Milan in Italian Super Gup final

AP W RIYADH

the job for Sergio

Conceicao to earn his first
trophy as AC Milan's coach
— with two comeback wins
no less.
Milan came back from two
goals down to beat city rival
Inter Milan 3-2 and win the
Italian Super Cup on
Monday.
Rafael Leao came off the
bench and played a part in all
three of Milan's goals from
Theo Hernandez, Christian

It took exactly one week on

Pulisic and Tammy
Abraham.

Conceicao was hired to
replace the fired Paulo

Fonseca last Monday and
also led the Rossoneri to a
comeback win over Juventus
in the semifinals.

So what changed with
Conceicao?

“We played with confidence,
courage and  hunger)
Abraham said. “We're a

strong team.”

Added Pulisic, “He told us we
need to have more hunger
and that that's more
important than tactics”
After the semifinals,
Conceicao was asked if he
embraced his players.

“I'm not so nice and I'm not
someone who hugs,” he said.
“‘I'm not here to make
friends. I'm here to win.”

But after the final, Conceicao
was seen dancing with his
players and smoking a cigar
in the changing room.

It was Milan's first trophy
since winning Serie A in
2022; and eighth Super Cup
title but first since 2016.
Lautaro Martinez and Mehdi
Taremi put Inter ahead with
goals on either side of
halftime.

Leao then earned a foul that
resulted in a free kick which
Hernandez curled in around
Inter's wall.

Then Pulisic finished off a
counterattack by shooting
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through Augusto's legs on a
play that began with Leao.
For the third goal, Leao
provided a through ball for
Pulisic, who crossed to
Abraham, who tapped into
an empty net in stoppage
time. The final was moments
away from going to a penalty
shootout, since there was not
going to be any extra time
according to the competition
rules.

“It's also our fault that
Fonseca was fired, said
Hernandez, who like Leao
often clashed with Fonseca.
“We didn't have much time
to work together (with
Conceicao) but it's gone well
in that short span.”

It was the fifth time in the
last seven years that the
competition was played in
Saudi Arabia, and the second
year of an expanded four-
team format.

A throw-in led to Inter's
opener as Taremi fed the ball
inside the area to Lautaro,

who cut back before shooting
through Hernandez's legs on
Inter's only real chance of the
half.

Taremi, who was playing in
place of the injured Marcus
Thuram, finished off a
counterattack right after the
break.

Milan plays its first Serie A
match under Conceicao
against Cagliari on Saturday.
The Rossoneri are in eighth
place with only seven wins in
17 matches but will return to
league action with much
more confidence.

Inter lost for only the third
time this season across all
competitions, and for the
second time to Milan, which
won the Serie A derby 2-1 in
September. The Nerazzurri's
other loss was to Bayer
Leverkusen in the
Champions League.

“Inter stopped playing when
it was 2-0 Lautaro said.
“You pay for that in games
like these.

Malaysia Open:
Treesa-Gayatri pain
malies pre-quarters

PTI B KUALA LUMPUR

India‘s women's doubles duo
of Treesa Jolly and Gayatri
Gopichand easily overcame
the challenge from Ornnicha
Jongsathapornparn and
Sukitta Suwachai, beating the
Thai pair in straight games in
the opening round of the
Malaysia Super 1000
tournament here on Tuesday.
The Indian pair, seeded sixth
here, won 21-10, 21-10 in just
30 minutes to secure a place
in the round of 16.

On a high following their
success in the Syed Modi
International ~ Super 300
tournament in Lucknow,
Treesa and Gayatri faced little
challenge from the unseeded
Thai pair taking a 17-8 lead in
no time. The second game
saw the Thai pair go neck-
and-neck till 8-all before
Treesa and Gayatri ran away
with the game and the match.

Djokovic says he still feels ‘trauma’ when he travels to Australia hecause of his teportation

AP W MELBOURNE

ovak Djokovic said he still

feels “a bit of trauma’
when he travels to Australia,
stemming from his
deportation in 2022 because
he was not vaccinated against
COVID-19.
“The last couple of times that I
landed in Australia, to go
through passport control and
immigration, I had a bit of
trauma from three years ago,
Djokovic said in an interview
with Melbourne's Herald Sun
newspaper published Monday,
ahead of the Australian Open.
“And some traces still stay
there when I'm passing
passport control, just checking
out if someone from
immigration zone is
approaching”

Djokovic, who has won 10 of
his 24 Grand  Slam
championships at Melbourne
Park, continued: “The person
checking my passport — are
they going to take me, detain
me again or let me go? I must
admit I have that feeling”

Back in 2022, Djokovic
sought, and initially obtained,
an exemption that would allow
him into the Australian Open
— and the country — even
though there were strict rules
requiring shots to protect
against the coronavirus. But
after his flight landed, he was
detained at the airport, his visa
was canceled and he was sent
to an immigration hotel.

A judge later reinstated the
visa and ordered Djokovic's
release, ruling he wasn't given
enough time to speak to his

lawyers. Australia's
immigration minister then
took away the visa again, based
on “public interest” Djokovic's
appeal of that ruling was
denied by a three-judge panel,
and he was deported.

He faced a possible three-year

ban from the country as
someone whose visa was
revoked, but Australia had a
change of government, its
pandemic  border  rules

changed and a new
immigration minister granted
Djokovic a visa in 2023 —
when he went on to claim the
trophy.

“I don't hold any resentment,
to be honest” Djokovic told
the Herald Sun about the saga.
“I don't hold a grudge”

The Australian Open begins
Sunday (Saturday EST), and
Djokovic will be pursuing his
11th trophy in Melbourne to
add to his men's record and an
unprecedented 25th major
singles title overall.

A year ago, Djokovic lost in
the semifinals to eventual
champion Jannik Sinner.

“I just hope to, before I retire,
get at least one more title

there,” said the 37-year-old
Djokovic, whose only triumph
at a tournament in 2024 was
his singles gold medal for
Serbia at the Paris Olympics in

August.

Djokovic opened 2025 at the
Brisbane International last
week, losing in the
quarterfinals to Reilly Opelka.
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¢:) BANK OF MAHARASHTRA

The undersigned being the Authorized Officer of the Bank of Maharashtra under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial assets and
Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 and in exercise of the powers conferred under Sub-section (2) of Section 13 read with rule B of the
t) Rules, 2002 issued Demand Notice.

The borrowers having failed to repay the amount, Notice is hereby given to the borrower and the public in general that the undersigned has
taken possession of the properties described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on him/ her under section 13(4) of the
said Act read with the Rule 8 of the said rules.

Jabalpur Zonal Office: Wright Town,
Jabalpur- 482001, Tele: 0761- 2480065
E-mail: dzmjabalpur@mahabank.co.in

HEAD OFFICE:
LOKMANGAL 1501,
SHIVAJINAGAR, PUNE - §

Place: . Date: 08/01/2025

Iakal

properties will be subject to the charge of Bank Of Mah
mortgaged to the Bank and taken possession by the Bank are as above. The Borrower's attention is invited to provisions of sub-section (8) of
section 13 of the Act, in respect of time available, to redeem the secured assets,

Amount d 7 Demand
2 N:F‘B"of_‘r‘::g:egs 30 (e barkt Details of Imnmovable Property of Notice Date
Guarantor per oI which possession taken by the bank Possession
1.| Branch - Sakra Rs.4863907/- | All the piece and parcel of land and Constructed house at 2111012024
Borrower - Mr Ankur Gupta s/o | +Unagpliedinterest | 634/1 RAM NAGAR Chitranjan Ward, Adhartal on Plot No
Rajendra Kumar Gupta, Rajendra|  +pena inlres! 88/AKhNo 42, 43, 44, 48, 85/2 Mouza: BetlaNB No 52/4 P | 06/01/2025
Kumar Gupta s/o Shri Krishna| areon and olher H No 22 at Mahakaushal Grah Nirman Sahkari Samiti Symbolic
Gupta, Mr Anshul Gupta s/o| Chiranjan Ward (old) New ward 38 Motilal Nehru Ward,
Rajendra Kumar Gupta Charges Adhartal Jabalpur )
andexpenses | Bounded As - North: House of Sharmaji, East: House of
wel21.10204 | Gupta ji, West: Open Plot of Mahajanji, South: 30Ft Road
Owner: Mr Rajendra Kumar Gupta
CERSAIASSET ID : 200086083978
The borrower in particular and the public in general is h

\ereby cautioned not to daa[ wrih the properties and any dealings with the

for an

d. The details of the properties

CHIEF MANAGER & AUTHORIZED OFFICER
BANK OF MAHARASHTRA

receipt of the said notice.

rules on this 02.01.2025

UCO BANK

{A Govt. of India Undertaking)

Ashok Nagar Branch : Ashok Nagar Tel.: 07543-223122 E-mail : ashokn@ucobank.co.in

POSSESSION NOTICE (For Immovable Prope
Whereas, The authorized officer of UCO Bank under the Securitization and
Enforcement of Security interest Act 2002 and in exercise of power conferred under 13(12) read with rule 3 of the security
interest (Enforcement) rules 2002, issued a demand notice dated 11.09.2024 calling upon the below mentioned
borrowers & Guarantors to repay the amount mentioned in the notice and interest thereon with in 60 days from the date

The borrowers & / or guarantors having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the borrower and the public
in general that the undersigned, being the Authorized officer of Uco Bank has taken Possession of the property described
herein below in exercise of power conferred on him/her under section 13(4) of the said Act read with Rule 8 of the Said

The borrower in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the property will be subject to the charge
of the UCO Bank, Ashok Nagar Branch for an amount mentioned below & Interest & other charges thereon.

The borrowers & / or guarantors attention is invited to the provisions of sub-section 8 of Sec 13 of the Act, in respect of
time available, to redeem the secured assets.

'y

) RULE 8 (1)
econstrucnon ui Financial Assets and

Name & Address
of Borrower

Description of Property

& Property Owner

Amount
Outstanding

Borrower :

Mr. Dharmendra Singh
Raghuwanshi Prop
M/s Ashu Collection

An Area of land and building measuring 71.74 sq.mt. vide sale deed
no 5276 dated 21/03/2013 revenue book no A-1 Volume no . 4740,
situated in ward no 01, Sadar bazar, Shadhora, Teh — Shadhora, Dist
- Ashok Nagar (MP) Total area : 71.74 Sq.mt. Boundries :- North : Gali
(Aam rasta), South : House of Badri Prasad, East :
Singh Rghuwanshi, West : Sadar Bazar (aam rasta)

T
10,18,373.83/-

+ Interest

adit| & other charges
House of Prithvi

Date & Place : Ashok Nagar, 02-01-2025

Authorised Officer, UCO Bank

S 3176 HERTS
Bank of Maharashtra

TR ST ST I
J PUR ZONAL OFFICE, WRIGHT TOWN,
JABALPUR PH: 0761-2480065,67,68

CORRIGENDUM
All concerned persons and the general
public are informed through this
corrigendum to please refer to auction
notice of Gold Ornaments of the Borrower
Anjana Singh and Jitendra Singh
published in the newspapers on
17.12.2024. In the said auction notice the
auction date was published as 19.01.2025
which was wrong the auction will be held
on 20.01.2025 which is correct. All terms
and Conditions will be remain same as per
Bank Rules.

Date -
08/01/2025

Authorised Officer
Bank of Maharashtra

S 31T AERTE
Bank of Maharashtra

FTE TSR ShT 3R

JABALPUR ZONAL QFFICE, WRIGHT TOWN,
JABALPUR PH: 0761-2480065,67,68

CORRIGENDUM

All concerned persons and the general
public are informed through this
corrigendum to please refer to auction
notice of Gold Ornaments of the Borrower
Vinod Singh S/o0 Rangnath Singh
published in the newspapers on
17.12.2024. In the said auction notice the
auction date was published as 19.01.2025
which was wrong the auction will be held
on 20.01.2025 which is correct. All Terms
and Conditions will be remain same as per
BankRules.

Date -
08/01/2025

Authorised Officer
Bank of Maharashtra

1148

TRUCAP FINANCE LIMITED

Registered Office: Register office at 3" Floor, A Wing , D.J. House,

0Old Nagardas Road, Andheri (East), Mumbai -
GST No: 27AAACD9887D1ZC

Corporate Identity Number: L64920MH1994PLC334457

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to inform the Public that Auction of pledged Gold Ornaments will be conducted
by TruCap Finance Limited on 22nd January 2025 at Harda at 11:00 A.M.

Branch address: TruCap Finance Limited, Ground Floor, Dubey Building , Beside Nehru
Park, Gate no. 1, Maharana Pratap Ward, Ward No. 19, Behind Privanka Nursing

400069, Maharashtra,

Home, Harda (MP) - 461 331.

issued to these borrowers.

GL0000000220124 ,
GL0000000228443

Contact Person: Vinod Mhaskar
Contact Number(s): 9870424107

The Gold Ornaments to be auctioned belong to Loan Accounts of our various
Customers who have failed to pay their dues. Our notices of auction have been duly

The Gold Ornaments to be auctioned belong to Overdue Loan Accounts of our various
Customers mentioned below with branch name.

Harda Branch : GL0000000265188 , GLO000000267333.

Khirkia Branch : GLO000000183965 , GLO000000217427 , GLO000000220356 ,
GL0000000223845 ,
GL0000000265215 ,
GL0000000269747 , GLO0O00000269323 ,
GL0000000271316, GLOO0D000D266605 .

For more details, please contact TruCap Finance Limited

TruCap Finance Limited reserves the right to alter the number of accounts fo be
auctioned &/ postpone [ cancel the auction without any prior natice.

GLO000000227427 |
GL0000000268312
GLO000000221548

TruCap Finance Limited

>

Bank of Baroda

FrviE 1 el Jyendragani Branch, Lashkar, Gwalior (W.P) - 474001, Mob. 7247716428
Email id : vigwal@hankofbaroda.co.in | Web : www.bankofbaroda.com

GOLD AUCTION SALE NOTICE

The under mentioned persons are hereby informed that they have
failed to pay off the liability in the loan accounts. Notices sent to them
by Registered Post have been returned undelivered to the Bank.
They are therefore requested to pay off the liability and other
charges and redeem the pledged securities on or before 24-01-2025
public auction at the cost of the borrower at the Bank's premises at
11.00A.M. on 24-01-2025 or on any other convenient date there after
with out further notice at the absolute discretion of the Bank.

Sr. | Date of Loan | Qutstanding | Name and address

No.| Loan Number Amt. of the borrower
1. | 29.06.2024| 7849060- | Rs.583420.71 +| Megha Bhardwaj
-0002815 | intrest & Other Wio _
Charges w.e.f. | Sourabh Bhardwaj,

26.11.2024 | Add.B-10, Gargaj

Colony, Bahodapur,

Gwalior (M.P.)

Place : Gwalior Date : 07-01-2025

Authorised Officer, Bank of Baroda

Road, Givil Lines, Betul at 11:00 A.M.

1149

TRUCAP FINANCE LIMITED
Registered Office: Register office at 3“ Floor, A Wing , D.J. House,
Old Nagardas Road, Andheri (East), Mumbai —

GST No: 27AAACDI887D1ZC
Corporate Identity Number:

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to inform the Public that Auction of pledged Gold Ornaments will be conducted
by TruCap Finance Limited on 22nd January 2025 at Above Bandhan Bank, College

Branch address: TruCap Finance Limited,Above Bandhan Bank, College Road, Civil

400069, Maharashtra,

L64920MH1994PLC334457

Lines, Betul Madhya Pradesh—460001.

issuedtotheseborrowers.

Betul Branch
GLO0D00000184713,GLO000000216091

(GL0000000217653,GLO000000221321

GL0000000264768,GLO000000267961

(GL0000000277702.

Contact Person: Satish Kumar.
Contact Number(s): 9560735444

The Gold Ornaments to be auctioned belong to Loan Accounts of our various
Customers who havefailed to pay their dues. Our notices of auction have been duly

The Gold Ornaments to be auctioned belong to Overdue Loan Accounts of our various
Customers mentioned below with branch name.

: GL0000000231490,GL0O000000227181,GLO000000226765,
,GLODDD000218282,GLO000000217553,
GL0000000217578,GLOD00000268340,GLO000000268151,GLO000000204502,
GL0000000176720,GLO000000174149,GL0O000000183093,GLO0D0000178948,
GL0000000175544,GLO000000270849,GL0000000270670,GLO000000270632,
,GL0000000225292,GL0O000000265200,
GL0000000267808,GL0O000000268253,GLO000000270444,GL0O000000271517,
(GL0000000272394, GLO000000272251,GLO000000275904,GL0O000000275742,
GL0000000213237,GL0O000000221324,GL0000000218753,GL0O000000218335,
(GL0000000224235,GL0O000000224305,GL0000000223641,GL0O000000228962,
GL0000000269811,GLO000000269200,GL0000000271836,GLO0D0000271661,
GL0000000271044,GL0O000000272549,GL0000000275631,GLO000000277049,
(L0000000278566,GL0O000000154820.

Chindwara Branch: GL0O000000242869,GL0000000225551,GL0000000174108,
(GL0000000189515,GLO000000237962,GLO000000269875,GLO0D0000268825,
GL0000000276775,6L0000000212892,GLO000000264597, GLOOD0000270393.
Multai Branch: GL0O000000182659,GL0000000275629,GL0000000264040,
,GL0000000217610,GL0O000000228551,
GL0000000228280,GLO000000272646,GLO000000275368,GLO000000277535,

For more details, please contact TruCap Finance Limited.

TruCap Finance Limited reserves the right to alter the number of accounts to be
auctioned &/ postpone [ cancel the auction without any prior nofice.

TruCap Finance Limited

Aadhar Housing Finance Ltd.

Corporate Office: Unit No. 802, Natraj Rustomjee, Western Express Highway
and M.V. Road, Andheri (East), Mumbai - 400069

Bhopal (0ld Branch Mandideep) Branch: Plot No.11, 3rd Floor, Alankar Complex, Ward No.47, Zone-2, M.P. Nagar,
Above ICICI Bank, Bhopal - 462991 (Madhya Pradesh)

POSSESSION NOTICE Appendix IV (for immovable property)

Whereas, the undersigned being the Authorized Officer of Aadhar Housing Finance Limited (AHFL) under the
Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act 2002 and in exercise
of powers conferred under section 13(12) read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002,
Demand Notice(s) issued by the Authorised Officer of the company to the Borrower(s) / Guarantor(s) mentioned
herein below to repay the amount mentioned in the notice within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said notice.
The borrower having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the Borrower(s) / Guarantor(s) and the
public in general that the undersigned has taken possession of the property described herein below in exercise of
powers conferred on him under Sub-Section (4) of the Section 13 of the said Act read with Rule 8 of the Security
Interest Enforcement rules, 2002. The borrower’s attention is invited to provisions of sub section (8) of section 13 of
the Act, in respect of time available, to redeem the secured assets.The borrower in particular and the public in general
are hereby cautioned not to deal with the property and any dealings with the property will be subject to the charge of
AHFL for an amount as mentioned herein under with interest thereon.

Housing Finance Ltd

S. Name of the Borrower(s)/ Description of Secured Asset Demand Notice | Date of
N.| Co Borrower(s) (Name of the Branch) (Immovable Property) Dale & Amount | Possession
1| (Loan Code No. 07000000252/ | All that part & parcel of property bearing, Flat No, T1 08-08-2024
Bhopal (Old Branch Mandideep) | On Plot No 5 11 13 Kaaji Kamp Berasitya Main Road &
Branch) Asma Complex, Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh - 462001 | 5 g 44 680/~ | 301
Mohammad Javed (Borrower) Boundaries: East - Stairs, Lift and Gallery, West- 8,14,680/ | 03-01-2025
Nilofer Khan (Go-Borrower), Main Gate of Complex, North- Flat No. T-3, South-
Abdul Nashit Khan (Guarantor) Other’s Property

Place : Madhya Pradesh
Date : 08-01-2025

Authorised Officer
Aadhar Housing Finance Limited

HINDUJA HOUSING FINANCE LIMITED

Corporate Office: 167-169, 2nd floor, Near Little Mount Metro Station, Saipet, Chennai - 600015

HINDUJA
HOUSING FINANCE

Regional Office - 101-B, st Floor, NRK Business Park, Vijaynagar, Indore(MP) - 452010 Email - auction@hindujahousingfinance.com
Appendix IV : Possession NOTICE (for Immovable property)

Whereas, the undersigned being the Authorized Officer of Hinduja Housing Finance Limited (HHFL) under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assests and Enforcement of
Security Interest Act 2002 and in exercise of power conferred under section 13(12) read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002, Demand Notice (s) issured by|
Authorized Officer of the Company to the Borrower(S) / Guarantor(S) mentioned herein below to repay the amount mentioned in the notice within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said
notice. The borrower having failed to repay the amount, notice here by given to the Borrower(s) / Guarantor(s) and the public in general that the undersigned has taken Possession of the
property described here in below in exercise of powers conferred on him under Sub-Section (4) of the Section 13 of the said Act read with Rule 8 of the Security Interest Enforcement rules,
2002. The Borrower's attention is invited to provisions of sub-section (8) of section 13 of the Act, in respect of time available, to redeem the secured assets. The Borrower in particular and the|
public in general are hereby cautioned not to deal with the property and any dealings with the property will be subject to the change of HHFL for an amount as mentioned herein under with|

interest thereon.
Name of Borrower/ 1. Demand Notice issued Date Description of Secured asset Date &
Guarantor / Co-Borrower 2. Loan Account No, (Immovable Property) Type of
3. Amount Due as on Notice Date f ion
Mr. KEDAR BAIRAGI|1.Issuance Date - 28-03-2024 Property Situated in Bajarang Colony, Ward No.10, Tarana District Ujjain, | 03/01/2025
(Barrower) 2. MP/UJJ/AGAR/AD00000017 Madhya Pradesh, India— 456665 Total Area— 350 Sq. Ft. Physical
Mrs. PINKI BAIRAGI 3. Total Amount Due - Rs. 8,41,413/- (Rupees | Boundaries As Per Registered Sale Deed - East - Sewage, West - Comman
(Co-Barrower) Eight Lacs Forty One Thousand Four Hundred | Road, North - House Of Mukesh, South - House Of Kamal
Thirteen Only)
Mr. SUNIL GOUD (Borrower) | 1. Issuance Date - 08-04-2024 Gram Panchayat House No.- 12 Situated At Ward No. - 07, Village | 03/01/2025
Mrs. LILABAI 2. MP/IDR/UJJN/AO00000860 &|Shankargadh, Gram Panchayat Siddhipur Nipaniya, PH.No. - 20, Tehsil | Physical
MP/IDR/UJJN/ADODOD1410 Tarana, Distt. Ujjain, Rural, Ujjain, Madhya Pradesh, India - 456665 Total
(Co-Borrower) | Area: 89.92 Sq. Mt
Total Amount Due - Rs. 9,13,221/- (Rupees Nine g ae otk L )
Lacs Thirteen Thousand Two Hundred Twenty | Boundaries - East - House Of Satish, West - House Of Rahul, North -
one Only) House Of Bhagirath, South - Road

Place : Indore, Date : 08/01/2025

STATUTORY NOTICE TO BORROWERS/GUARANTORS

Borrower(s)/Guarantor's are hereby put to caution that the property may be sold at any time herein after by way of public aution/tenders and as such this may also be treated
as a notice under Rule 6, 8 & 9 of Security (interest) Enforcement Rules, 2002. Authorised Officer Mobile No.- Vaibhav Shrivastav - 7987969803, Rajesh Chakotiya -
8435571111, Pankaj Kumar Joshi- 9806133578, Ashish Singh - 9981998190
Authorised Officer, Hinduja Housing Finance Limited
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MP Emerges As An Investment Destination

Gets investment proposals worth Rs 78 thousand crores from UK, Germany

ADHYA PRADESH has a
Mdlwrﬁif}'ing investment cli-
mate offering immense

scope ina number of new sectors.
The biggest advantage is that the
processes facilitating trade and
commerce have been simplified
beyond imagination. Extremely
responsive administrative systems
have been put in place for prospec-
tive investors. Basic industrial infra

structure prevails and is being
improved, responding to the
demands of industries. Chief
Minister Dr. Mohan Yadav has
been proactively inviting industries
in all sectors,

Madhya Pradesh has received mas

sive investment proposals worth Rs
78 thousand erore from the UK and
Germany during the recent six-day
visit of Chief Minister Dr. Mohan
Yadav, This is attributed to Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi's
global image and identity as an
affirmative leader. These invest-
ments will help create employ-
ment opportunities for the state’s
techno-savvy youth, The focus sec-
Lors for investmen! were minerals,
semiconductors, health, automo-
biles, electric vehicles (EV), renew-
able energy, education, and food
processing.

All prospective investors have been
invited to the Global Investors
Summit, scheduled to be held a
Bhopal in February 2025,

Land Allotment Policy Impresses
Investors

Investors in the UK and Germany
were highly impressed by the indus-
trial-friendly policy of Madhya
Pradesh. The decision to allot land
immediately was highly appreciat-
ed by willing investors. In the tech-
nical sector, a proposal was made
during the Sagar Regional Industry
Conclave by a German and Indian
company 1o _'HI]III}' sel up unil in
Acharpura, Bhopal. The German
investor was given a land allotment
letter. The company will inves
more than Rs 100 crore in Bhopal.
Rs 3000 crore imvestment in
healthcare

Investments in the health and
pharmaceutical sectors vielded
encouraging results. An invest-
ment prupn.aul of Rs 3000 crore has
been received. The company will set
up its plant in the Smart Industrial
Park at Indore, Immediately, land
was allotted. The health sector has
attracted investors to produce mod-
ern medical equipment and medi-
cines.

Harnessing Mineral Resources
for Employment

During the visit, the focus was on
setting up industrial units for bet
ter utilization of the abundant
mineral resources. In-depth dis-
cussions were held for equipping
the mining and metal industries
with modern technologies and
attracting foreign investmonts in
these sectors. A one-to-one meet
ing wits held with representatives of
globally operating companies,
Investment of Rs 25,000 crore for
semiconductor

Semiconductor manufacturing and
electronics hardware received
investment proposals worth Rs 25
thousand crore by SRAM &
MRAM Group for a
Semiconductor and Science
Technology Park in Madhya
Pradesh. Investments in new areas
are coming faster,

Rs 150 crore investment in solar
energy sector

During the trip, the focus was on
all key sectors for development.
Discussions were held for encour
aging investments in solar power
Hl.'!'l.l."l.'nl[il'l-l'i Ll.l'ld I:L]_L'l.ii"'l'il.'l.'l.l IMani-
facturing. Ejea Limited and Azia
Limited received investment pro
posals of Rs 50 crore and Rs 100
crove respectively for solar power,
Dairy Industry to get a boost

A detailed discussion was held with
Polish company PPH Tamer on

increasing productivity in the
dairy industry and setting up
modern processing units. Plans
wiere made 1o start new projects in
collaboration with indigenous and
foreign companies. Experts were
consulted on the use of new tech-
nologies for the development of
the sector,

Rs 1100 crore Investment pro-
posal in 1T sector

The ongoing projects in the IT sec-
tor will gain momentum as many
investors have shown interest in
the IT sector. Woodpecker
Software received a proposal to
invest Rs 1,100 crore in the chem-
ical and IT sectors.

Visit to King's Cross Urban
Rejuvenation Project, UK

By visiting the King's Cross Urban
Rejuvenation Project in the UK
urban redevelapment projects
were studied, as similar projects are
going on in Madhya Pradesh.
Besides, Warwick Manufacturing
Group (WMG) was also visite
and the plan to work with WMG
in the auto testing track built at
Pithampur in Dhar district. BEM
Limited has proposed to invest Rs
1000 crore in the modular hous-
ing project. Infrastruciure devel-
opment, modern transportation
systems, the automobile sector, and
other projects like smart cities and
residential facilities were also dis-
cussed.

Visit to SFC Energy in Munich
During the trip W Germany, we vis-
ited the important energy plant SFC
Energy in Brunnthal, Munich, and
discussed better use of technology
in the context of Madhya Pradesh.
CEQ Dr, Peter Podessar informed
about the plant and energy. The dis-
cussion on SFC Energy’s innova-
tions in clean energy solutions and
their potential applications in
Madhya Pradesh was explored. A
discussion was held with the
Bag¢rlocher Group, the leader in
plastic additives, in Munich. The
meeting discussed the expansion of
Baerlocher's operations, the explo-
ration of new technological capa
bilities, and the adoption of envi
ronment-friendly technologies. The
E;ﬂ.'lul‘ h{!ﬁ I:'I-L"I'.'I'I l'.lrl-l.f'l'l-'lljllg a ImEnu-
facturing unit in Dewas since 2001.
Lapp Group Institute in Stuttgart
The prospects of investments were
explored through roundtable dis
cussions with representatives of the
Lapp Group, a renowned company
specializing in cable and connection
technalogy in Stuttgart.

Mol with Natural History
Museum

An Mol was signed between the
Madhya Pradesh government and
the Natural History Museum locat-
ed in Stuttgart to promote cultur-
al and educational exchange
between Germany and Madhya
Pradesh.
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MP Building Up An Investment Ecosystem

Tifnin Regional Industry Conclave:

Ist - 2nd March, 2024
Investment Proposals Received:
Over Rs.l lakh crore
& Adoani Group o invest Rs 75,000 crore
in MP
m Virtual Inauguration of 63 wnits a1 21
locations. These units will make an
investment of Bs. 10,064 crore in the state
and provide employment to more than
17,000 people.
& PepsiCo Group has proposed Lo invest
= 1,250 crore in Vikram Ud}'ummn at
Ujjain and will provide employment to
over 5 people.
m 11 Mindtree to invest Rs. 500 crore al
Super Cormdor in Indore. MP govermument
allocates 10 acres of land to the institute
under its IT policy, This investment is
expected to generate around 10,000
technical job opportunities in the state,
m 508-hectare land allotted to 283
inglustrial units,
m Land worth Rs. 17,000 crore allotied to
about 250 industrial projects,

abalpur Regional Industry Conclave:

20th July, 2024
Investment Proposals Received:
Rs.13,375 crores.

m New industrial units o create | 2,000

jobee. Jalwalpuer to have an ulira-modern skill
development centre for the rextile sector.
m Manufacturing of tanks for the army
to be undertaken in MP.

m Hs. 600 crore investment in detense
equipment manufacturing,

m 340 acres of land allotted to 265
industrial units

m Groundbreaking ceremony of 67
Industrial units

Gowitlior Reglonal Industry Conclaves

28th August, 2024
Investment Proposals Received:

Investment Proposals At a Glance

|

s, 8000 crores,
m Adani Ports to invest Rs. 3,500 crore

in two projects in Guna and Shivpurd
| 35,000
apporiunities for people of the state
m 120 letters of intent issued for the
allotment of 268 acres of land, attracting
Hs. 1,680 crore in investment and
creating 6,600 jobs.

m 47 units worth Rs. 1586 crore
inaugurated in Bhind, Shajapur, Dhar,
Neemuch, and Pandhurna districts,

Sagar Regional Industry Conclivve

27th Sept., 2024
Investment Proposals Received:
Rs. 23,181 croves
® Proposals received to set up Data
Cenlre in Sagar.
m Robust infrastructure to be developed

new  employment

in Bundelkhand region.
® Dhana airstrip to be transformed into

an airporl.
m Silver cluster to be developed in Sagar.
m Khajuraho to be developed as a film city.

Investment Proposals Expected

Venue Event Date (In Crore) Jobs
Uijjain RIC 01-02 March'24 100,000 100,000
Jabalpur RIC 20-July'24 13,375 13,400
Gwalior RIC 28-Aug'24 8,000 35,000
Sagar RIC 27-Sept'24 23,181 27,375
Rewa RIC 23-Oct'24 31,000 28,000
Marmadapuram RIC 07-Dec.'24 31,800 24,000
Mumbai Roadshow 13-July'24 75,000 100,000
Bangaluru Roadshow 08-Aug'24 3175 6.900
Coimbatore Roadshow  25-July'24 3,255 B,900
Kolkata Roadshow 20-Sept'24 19,270 9,450
Total 308,056 353,025
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NEW HORIZONS, NEW POSSIBILITIES

Rewn Regional Industry Conclave:

23rd Oct., 2024
Investment Proposals Received:
Rs, 30,814 crores,
| 27,645 new employment opportunities.
& Two renewable energy projects with a
combined potential to create 10,400

Shree Siddharth Infratech
(Greenco)'s proposed Rs 2800 crore
investment in Panna and Rewa, and
Ritwik Projects’ Rs 4,000 crore

jobs -

investment in Panna.

m Mol exchanged between Madhya
Pradesh Tourism and APS University to
collaborate on training and curriculum
development for ourism managemenl
and hospitality,. Another Mol signed
between the MC of Rewa and MPIDC for
the prowision of industrial water supply,
| Inland container depots will be
constructed in Katni and Singrauli to
promote industries and boost exports in
the Rewa division
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m Multi-modal logistics parks will be
developed in the region.

m New MSME industrial zones will be
established in Mauganj and Maihar,

m International-level tourism facilities
will be developed st Sanjay-Dubri
National Park and Tiger Reserve, offering
top-tier amenities.

Narmadaporam Regional Industry
Conclave:

07th Dec., 2024
Investment Proposals Received:
Ks. 31,800 crores.

m The groundbreaking and
inauguration of 82 units worth Rs.
2,585 crore, which will create nearly
5,800 employment opportunities.

m Intent letters issued for 98 units
covering 163 acres of land, expected
tor create 40N job apportunities with
an investment of Rs. 911 crore,

& Inauguration of infrastructure
development works in the industrial

Madhya Pradesh

Excelling In
Pharma, Agri Exports

adhya Pradesh has fairly done well
Min export pursuing well-built

export promotion policy initia-
tives. The pharma sector is on top of the
list of 10 products. The value of export in
2023-24 is 000 million US dollars. In the
last 5 years, export from Madhya Pradesh
has reportedly been growing steadily. The
clata n:lr:nscf} recently by the Director
Gieneral of International Trade.
Achieving the target of pharma products
export worth Rs 11,889 crore in 2023-24,
Madhya Pradesh has emerged as the
fourth state in highest pharmaceutical
exports. "Madhya Pradesh has around
275 pharmaceutical units operating in the
state, which export medicines to more than
160 countries.”
Having witnessed a rapid modernization
and expansion of marketing systems in the
agricultural sector in the recent past,
Madhya Pradesh has developed a good net
work of 241 agri-produce trading yards,
273 sub-Mandis, and over a thousand
weckly markets, providing multiple oppor-
tunities in agri-business. Commercially
viable erops like Niger, sugarcane, ground-
nut, nung’lnwtr. paddy, potato, tomato,
onion, garlic, chilies, coriander, and other
vegetables and medicinal fora have high
|||;!r|-;1:l value L'JEP"]". }H“ﬂ.‘“l!‘dl.
MP is the leading producer of Soybean,
Total Pulse, Total Oilseeds, Gram, and
Nine Ollseeds. The strength in such agri-
cultural products, its fertile land, and avail-
able irrigation make MP a conducive loca-
tion for being a Food Processing Hub,
which is helping MP boost exports as well,
MP is focused on building exports in light
manufacturing sectors, i.e., leather prod-
ucts and textiles, as these sectors generate
employment and have high domestic

value addition. Further, MP has a healthy
cotton produce wherein product diversi-
fication can scale up operations and aug-
ment exports.

EXISTING EXPORT INFRA
The state has excellent infrastructure, with
19 industrial development parks, 129
industrial areas, seven food parks, eight
integrated development centres, three dry
parks, ane stone park, an I'l’ park, one SEZ,
and an apparel park at !mfnn The SEZ
alms o provide an international, compet-
itive, and hassle-free environment for
export-oriented production.

AGRI-EXPORT ZONES

Several Agri Export Zones have been
declared for potato, onion, garlic, seed
sric-:s. and wheat in the state as per the
details below:
Crops: Districts
Potato, Onion, and Garlic: Indore, Dhar,
Ujjain, Dewas, Mandsaur, Neemuch,
Ratlam, & Shajapur
Seed Spices (Coriander and Fenugreek):

Ujjain, Ratlam, Mandsaur, Neemuch,
Shajapur, Rajgarh. & Guna

Wheat: Neemuch, Mandsaur, Ratlam,
Ujjain. Dhar, Shajapur, Dewas, Indore,
Bhopal, Sehore, Vidisha, Raisen,
Hoshangabad, Harda, Guna, &
Marsinghpur.

The state has proactively utilized 100% of
the funds allocated under the Assistance to
States for Developing Export Infrastructure
and Allied Activities (ASIDE} scheme of

the central government,
INITIATIVES FOR EXPORT PRO-
MOTION

MP Exportech is now the perfect forum for
1.!}1[::“11}: and fructifying similar oppor-
tunities tor growth and success in the days
ahead.

of excellence in Madhya Pradesh.

by calling them to invest in ME

Pradesh.

INTERACTIVE SESSIONS

BENGALURU
m Investment proposals worth Bs 3175 crorewith the
potential to create 6900 employment opportunitics,
m Google Cloud proposes to set up a startup hub and centre

m Madhya Pradesh CM urges all the investors and
industrialists of I'T, I'TES, and ESDM sectors in Bengaluru

® CM assures all necessary facilities to investors and
industrialists for investing in the Il and electronics sector.
® lo meet the demand of I'l, I'TES, and ESDM sectors,
employment-oriented courses being conducted in the
Colleges of Excellence. I'Tls, and universities of Madhya

COIMBATORE
® CM DrYadav invites industrialists from Tamil Nadu
for the Global lnvestors’ Summit to be held in Bhopal,

Rs 19,270 crore.

| 1.200 representatives participate in the Invest

m Kolkata Summit received investment proposals warth

MPInteractive Session,

® Investment Proposals Exceed Rs 3255 crore,

m Mol signed for skilled manpowersetting up textile
duster.cotton cultivation, and ELS cotton production. MP
Govt 1o establish Trade Office in Colmbatore

KOLKATA

and renewable energy sectors of the state.

| m Investments bo generate 9,450
employment opportunities n
MPE

m MP Birla Group to set up o
8 cement unit in Badnagar.
Ujjain.for Rs 3500 ¢rore,

m 700 delegates from India and
abroad and consulates and
representatives  of  many
countries attended the
Interactive Session

MUMBAIL

m Mumbai Summit attracted investment proposals worth
Rs 750000 crore,

m B K Goenka, Welspun Group, announdes new projects
worth Hs 8,000 crore in plastics, pipes and
infrastructure sectors of the state,

= Reliance Group proposes (o invest 50,000 crore indefence
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