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Recipients

Award Name

Extra Information

Indian NGO ARMMAN

Skoll Award for Social
Entrepreneurship

The Skoll Awards are
presented annually to select
organizations with the ability
to drive sustained change on
the world’s most pressing
problems and carries a
monetary investment of USD
1.5 million, along with other
support.

Naveen Patnaik

PETA award

Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik
has conferred with an award
by animal rights body PETA
India for allocating funds to
feed community animals in
Odisha during the lockdown
over the novel coronavirus
pandemic.

Ben Stokes Wisden Almanack 2020 India captain Virat Kohli’s
honours three-year run as the Wisden
Almanack’s leading cricketer of
the year has ended as England
all-rounder
Tata Power Edison Award for social The Edison Awards, named

innovation

after Thomas Alva Edison,
recognises and honours the
world’s best innovations and
innovators.

Abdelouahab Aissaoui

2020 International Prize for
Arabic Fiction

Aissaoui is the first Algerian to
win the prize. He wins USD
$50,000 (£39,950).

Marion Hollins

2021 class of Golf Hall of Fame

Marion Hollins financed and
developed a golf course for
women in New York and was
the brains behind two fabled
golf courses in California.

Adam Higginbotham

William E. Colby Award

The award is named for the
late CIA director William E.
Colby. In 1999, the Colby
Award was established.

Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw

World’s top 20 inspirational
leaders in Biopharma

She has recognised for her
contribution to the world of
medicine as an entrepreneur
and innovative business
leader, the Bengaluru-
headquartered
biopharmaceuticals company
said in a statement.
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Krishnan S

ED at Canara Bank post-
merger

State-owned Canara Bank
Krishnan S has become its
executive director post its
merger with Syndicate Bank.
Krishnan held the same
portfolio in Syndicate Bank.

Rajnesh Oswal

Permanent Judge of High
Court of J&K, Ladakh

He was administered oath of
office by Chief Justice Jammu
and Kashmir High Court,
Justice Gita Mittal in a simple
but impressive ceremony in
Jammu.

Pravin Rao

Chairman of Nasscom

Rekha M Menon is the
Chairman and Senior
Managing Director, Accenture
in India. Menon will be the
Vice-Chairperson for Nasscom.

Anurag Srivastava

Spokesperson of Ministry of
External Affairs

Srivastava, a 1999-batch IFS
officer, was serving as India’s
Ambassador to Ethiopia.

Maha Prasad Adhikari

Governor of Nepal central
bank

India-educated Adhikari along
with Keshav Prasad Bhattarai
and Chintamani Siwakoti were
chosen as candidates for the
position of the Nepal Rastra
Bank governor by the
recommendation committee
coordinated by Finance
Minister Yubaraj Khatiwada.

Parag Raja

MD & CEO of Bharti AXA Life
Insurance

The insurance company is a
joint venture between Bharti
Enterprises and multinational
insurance firm AXA.

Anamika Roy Rashtrawar

MD & CEO of IFFCO Tokio

Anamika Roy Rashtrawar has
taken charge as MD and CEO
of General Insurance with
effect from March 27, said a
company release.

Raghuram Rajan

International Monetary Fund
(IMF) - Key Advisory Panel

Mr Rajan, 57, who was the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
governor for three years until
September 2016, is currently
working as a professor at the
prestigious University of
Chicago.

RV Verma

Non-executive chairman - AU
Small Finance Bank

Verma, an MA in Economics
has been associated with the
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Jaipur-based lender since 2018
as independent director.

V Kanagaraj

State Election Commissioner of
Andhra Pradesh

Governor Biswa Bhusan
Harichandan issuing a
notification appointing Justice
Kanagaraj as the new State
Election Commissioner.

Sarosh Amaria

Tata Capital — Managing
Director

He will succeed in Kusal Roy,
who has decided to pursue
opportunities outside the Tata
Group. Kusal Roy will continue
to serve as Managing Director
of TCFSL till May 4, 2020.

Shiva Kirti Singh

Chairman - Telecom Disputes
Settlement & Appellate
Tribunal (TDSAT)

The top slot in the telecom
tribunal had been vacant for
nearly a year since previous
chairman, Justice Aftab Alam
retired last June.

Mahabaleshwara MS

Karnataka Bank — MD and CEO

The appointments were
approved by the Reserve Bank
of India (RBI).

Birupaksha Mishra

ED of Union Bank of India

Shri Birupaksha Mishra took
charge as the Executive
Director (ED) of Union Bank of
India (UBI).

Monaz Noble

Godrej Industries as
independent director

The strength of the board of
directors will increase to 12
directors of which six will be
independent directors.

S Vaidyanathan

Lakshmi Vilas Bank - Chief Risk
Officer

Lakshmi Vilas Bank announced
the appointment of S
Vaidyanathan, Assistant Vice
President, Risk Department
has been appointed as the
Chief Risk Officer (CRO) of the
Bank for a period of two years
with effect from 15 April 2020.

Ajay Mahajan

MD & CEO of Care Ratings

The Board of Directors of the
credit rating agency, at its
meeting, made the
appointment, based on the
recommendation of the
Nomination and Remuneration
Committee of the Board.

Viswanathan Anand

Ambassador of WWF India

Chess Master Viswanathan
Anand has been appointed as
the new Ambassador for
World Wide Fund (WWF)
India’s Environment Education
program. The Environment
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Education Program was
formed in 1976.

Rohit Sharma

Dubai-based coaching
academy’s brand ambassador

India’s limited-overs vice-
captain Rohit Sharma has
become brand ambassador of
‘CricKingdom’

Vineet Arora

MD, CEO of Paytm General
Insurance

Digital payments major Paytm
said it has named Vineet Arora
as the managing director and
chief executive officer of
Paytm General Insurance Ltd.

Moon Jae

South Korea — president

The ruling democratic party of
President Moon Jae won the
election taking 180 seats. The
opposition United Future Party
took 103 seats. There are 300
seats in the South Korea
National Assembly.

N Kamakodi

MD and CEO of City Union
Bank

Kamakodi’s reappointment is
for a further period of three
years with effect. The
reappointment will be
effective from 1 May 2020.

Sudarsanam Babu

National Science Board in USA

US President Donald Trump
has appointed Indian-
American Sudarsanam Babu to
the National Science Board in
the United States. The White
House made the
announcement on April 20,
2020.

Uri Levine Infosys — Independent Director | The appointment is for a
period of three years and is
subject to the approval of
shareholders.

PV Sindhu Ambassador for BWF’s ‘i am The campaign will provide a

badminton’ campaign

platform for players to express
their love and respect for the
game by promoting clean and
honest play.

Malini Shankar

National Shipping Board —
Head

The Union Government has
reconstituted the National
Shipping Board (NSB), which is
the highest advisory body on
matters related to Indian

shipping.

David Li Huawei Telecommunications — | Huawei Telecommunications
CEO India said it has appointed
David Li as its chief executive
officer.
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Biswanath Somadder

Chief justice of Meghalaya
High Court

The Supreme Court collegium,
led by Chief Justice Sharad A
Bobde, has recommended the
name of Justice Somadder as
the new chief justice of
Meghalaya High Court.

Shiv Das Meena

Chairman & Managing Director
(CMD) of Housing and Urban
Development Corporation
Limited (HUDCO)

The Ministry of Housing and
Urban Affairs’ (MoHUA)
Additional Secretary Shiv Das
Meena (IAS) has been
appointed as Chairman &
Managing Director (CMD)

Rajni Saraf

Jammu & Kashmir bank - Chief
financial officer

Jammu and Kashmir Bank
(J&K) appointed Rajni Saraf as
its chief financial officer as
part of its succession planning.

Sanjay Kothari

Chief Vigilance Commissioner

The oath office was
administered by President
Ram Nath Kovind on 25 April
2020 at the Rashtrapati
Bhavan, New Delhi.

Rakesh Sharma

International Motorcycle
Manufacturers Association
(IMMA) — Vice President

Sharma will represent the
Society of Indian Automobile
Manufacturers (SIAM) during
Annual General Assembly held
on May 8 in Indonesia.

Ravi Mittal Sports Secretary

Amit Khare Information and Broadcasting
Secretary

Anita Karwal Secretary School Education

and Literacy

Tarun Kapoor

Secretary in Ministry of
Petroleum and Natural Gas

Tarun Bajaj

Secretary Department of
Economic Affairs in Ministry of
Finance

Union Government appointed
new Secretaries, Special
Secretaries and Additional
Secretaries in different
Ministries and Departments

T S Tirumurti

India’s next ambassador to UN

Secretary in the external
affairs ministry, T S Tirumurti,
will be India’s next
ambassador to the UN, taking
over from Syed Akbaruddin
who will retire soon.

Madhavan Menon

Chairman of CSB Bank

CSB Bank said the Reserve
Bank of India has extended the
term of appointment of
Madhavan Menon as the part-
time Chairman of the Bank till
July 21, 2020.
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Rajiv Kumar

Chairperson of Public
Enterprises Selection Board

The appointment of Rajiv
Kumar is approved by the
Appointments Committee of
the Cabinet (ACC) headed by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. He will serve as the
PESB chairperson for a period
of three years.

Suresh N. Patel

Vigilance Commissioner

The swearing-in ceremony was
attended by Shri Sharad
Kumar, Vigilance
Commissioner, Secretary, and
other senior officers of the
Commission.

Joe Biden

Ohio — President

Joe Biden has won Ohio’s
presidential primary, which
was conducted by mail, CBS
News projects. Biden had
picked up 74 of Ohio’s 136
pledged delegates
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Over 2.5 lakh SBI employees commit X100 crore to PM-CARES fund

The employees of State Bank of India (SBI) have decided to contribute two days’ salary to PM
Narendra Modi’s PM-CARES Fund to combat coronavirus pandemic, Chairman Rajnish
Kumar said. The bank has over 2.5 lakh employees and the total contribution will be around
%100 crore. Earlier, SBI committed 0.25% of its annual profit for 2019-20 to help fight the
outbreak.

MakeMyTrip launches ‘Stays for Saviours’ initiative to support healthcare practitioners
fighting COVID-19

MakeMyTrip said it is launching Stays for Saviours, in a bid to support temporary
accommodation needs of the medical frontline force fighting COVID-19.

The company said this initiative has been rolled out in partnership with hotel chains and
independent hotels that are pitching in to support our healthcare heroes across 26 states and 4
Union Territories.

HDFC acquires 6.43% stake in Reliance Capital by invoking pledged shares

Mortgage lender HDFC has said that it has acquired 6.43% stake in Reliance Capital by
invoking pledged shares. The shares were pledged by security trustee against a loan given by
the lender in its normal course of business, HDFC said. The company acquired 25.27 crore
shares of 10 each, taking the total value of shares to 3252 crore.

Franklin Templeton marks down its Fund-of-Fund exposure by 50%

Franklin Templeton Mutual Fund has marked down its Fund-of-Fund (FoF) exposure to the
debt funds being wound up by 50%. A Franklin Templeton AMC spokesman said that
investments by the FOF Schemes in the 6 affected underlying schemes were illiquid effective
April 24, 2020.

Remittances to India likely to fall by 23%: World Bank

The World Bank has stated that remittances to India are likely to drop down by 23% due to
COVID-19 which has led to the global recession. The drop will be from USD 83 billion last
year to USD 64 billion this year.

Globally remittances will see a sharp decline by about 20 percent in 2020 due to the economic
crisis started by the pandemic and shutdowns, as per the World Bank’s report on the impact of
COVID-19 on migration and remittances which was released on April 22.

RBI announced Rs.50,000 crore liquidity for Mutual Funds

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) announced Rs.50,000 crore liquidity support for Mutual
Funds (MFs) on 27 April 2020. It approved the funds under the special liquidity facility scheme
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effective from 27 April. RBI’s move comes after Franklin Templeton’s decision to close 6 debt
funds and put redemptions on hold indefinitely.

Axis Bank to acquire 29% stake in Max Life Insurance

Private sector lender Axis Bank on April 28 said it will acquire 29 percent stake in Max Life
Insurance. With this acquisition, the total stake of Axis Bank in Max Life will be at 30 percent.

Max Financial Services currently holds a 72.5 percent stake in Max Life and Mitsui Sumitomo
Insurance (MSI) owns 25.5 percent stake.

ICICI Bank launches voice banking services on Amazon Alexa and Google Assistant

ICICI Bank Oannounced that it has integrated its Al powered multi-channel chatbot, ‘iPal’,
with the world’s two most popular voice assistant apps—Amazon Alexa and Google Assistant—
to enable its retail banking customers to undertake an array of banking services with just a
simple voice command.

This novel facility offers customers yet another way to connect with their Bank from home at
a time when they are advised to stay indoors in the wake of the nationwide lockdown.

SBI now holds 48.21% in Yes Bank; HDFC, ICICI Bank 7.97% each

After emerging as the white knight for beleaguered private lender Yes Bank, State Bank of
India (SBI) now holds 48.21 percent stake in the private lender, followed by HDFC and ICICI
Bank, which have 7.97 percent each, shows the latest shareholding pattern.

Axis Bank holds 4.78 percent stake, followed by Kotak Mahindra Bank (3.61 percent) and
Bandhan Bank (2.39 percent). Federal Bank and IDFC First hold 1.92 percent and 1.67 percent
each. Life Insurance Corporation of India holds 1.64 percent in the bank, the exchange data
showed.

Federal Bank to buy additional 4% stake in life insurance JV from IDBI Bank

Private lender Federal Bank will buy additional 4 per cent stake in IDBI Federal Life Insurance
Co Ltd (IFLIC) from the IDBI Bank, increasing the total shareholding in the life insurance joint
venture to 30 per cent.

In a filing to exchanges, the Kochi-headquartered bank said its board has approved a proposal
to purchase additional stake of up to 4 per cent in the equity capital of IDBI Federal Life
Insurance from IDBI Bank.

Bajaj Allianz launches ‘BAGIC GOQii Co-pay Option’ under regulatory sandbox

Bajaj Allianz General Insurance, along with smart-tech enabled preventive healthcare platform
GOQii has launched a new add-on health cover called ‘BAGIC GOQii Co-pay Option’ under
regulatory sandbox approval received from the IRDAI, that would reward customers with a
healthy lifestyle.
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India seeks $6 billion of loans from ADB, AlIB to fight coronavirus pandemic

India is seeking as much as $6 billion of loans from multilateral institutions such as the Asian
Development Bank to bolster its efforts to fight the coronavirus outbreak.

World Bank

The World Bank already committed $1 billion. At the same time, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s government is in talks with Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank and ADB, the people
said, asking not to be identified because the details haven’t been finalized.

Covid lockdown: HDFC Bank deploys Mobile ATMs across India

HDFC Bank on deployed Mobile ATMs to assist customers during the lockdown and eliminate
the need to move out of their locality to withdraw cash. The mobile van carrying the ATM
piloted in Mumbai & Noida, with plans to extend the service to the rest of the country shortly.

The locations for deployment are being identified in consultation with local municipal
authorities in respective cities, the bank said.

What is Helicopter Money being suggested by World Experts?

With the increasing economic crisis, Helicopter Money is a solution being suggested by
economic specialists all over the world.

HELICOPTER MONEY -

Helicopter Money was the term framed by an American Economist Milton Friedman.
Helicopter Money is the monetary policy tool used for Quantitative Easing. It aims to dump
money into a struggling economy.

Helicopter Money in simple terms is extension of non-repayable money towards state and
central governments from central bank. The policy intends to make more money available for
the people to nudge them to spend more.

Yes Bank Extends Bancassurance Tie-Up With Max Life Insurance For 5 Years

Private sector life insurer Max Life Insurance said Yes Bank Ltd. has extended the
bancassurance partnership for next 5 years. Under the partnership, the products of the life
insurer would be sold through the branches of Yes Bank.

Building on the 15-year partnership, the two firms will continue to offer their customers need-
based products and services, deploying technology across the customer value chain to enhance
efficiencies, the insurer said in a statement. To commemorate the extension of the partnership
for another 5 years, the companies will dedicate the current financial year as the Year of the
Customer’, Max Life CEO Prashant Tripathy said.
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RBI cuts Reverse Repo rate to 3.75%, Rs 50,000 crores for LTRO 2.0

The Reserve Bank of India announced a slew of measures after Gol extended the lock down
till May 3, 3030. The Apex bank cut the reverse repo rate to 3.75%. It cut the repo rate to 4.4%
from 5.15%. Also, the central bank has announced Rs 50,000 crore for Long Term Repo
Operation (LTRO).

AlIB to lend USD 500 mn to India to help fight COVID-19 pandemic

Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AlIB) has announced that it is to finance $500 million
projects in India to help the country improve its health care systems. With this, AlIB has
doubled its funds under the COVID-19 Crisis Recovery Facility.

The aim of the move is to help reduce health care pressures in pandemic preparedness and
health infrastructure in India. It will also provide liquidity, fiscal and budgetary support.

Tata AIA becomes first life insurance company to give additional benefits related to
Covid-19

Following in the large footsteps of the recently announced contribution by Tata Trusts and Tata
group towards the management of COVID-19 pandemic in India, Tata AIA Life Insurance
announced additional benefits for its Policyholders and Agents.

As part of Tata AIA Life’s initiative, its individual policyholders will get COVID-19 related
additional benefit up to Rs 500,000 at no additional cost. Further, to extend the Circle of
Protection to its own Agents, all ‘active’ Agents of Tata AIA Life Insurance along with their
spouse and children will be reimbursed up to Rs 25,000 in case of hospitalisation due to
COVID-19. This is a first of its kind initiative in India.

NPPA develops IT platform to monitor sale of hydroxychloroquine and azithromycin

To support the government’s policy decision and monitor the availability of anti-malaria drug
hydroxychloroquine (HCQ) after allegations of supply crunch in several places, the Drugs
Controller General of India (DCGI) has directed all state licensing authorities (SLAS) to ensure
registration of all drug distribution stakeholders in prescribed format of National
Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA)’s on-line platform circulated from the DCGI office
to collect information on HCQ and azithromycin tablets to monitor their sales and availability.

International Monetary Fund predicts India’s Growth Rate at 1.9%

Following the World that set India’s Growth rate between 1.5% and 2.8%, the International
Monetary Fund has set growth rate of India at 1.9%. On April 14, 2020, the IMF released its
report predicting growth rate of the country at 5.8%.

IMF proposes to deploy full USD 1 trillion lending capacity to support countries battling
COVID-19

Describing the COVID-19 pandemic as “a crisis like no other,” IMF head Kristalina Georgieva
has said the international lender plans to use all its USD 1 trillion lending capacity to support
countries across the world battling the deadly outbreak.
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An unprecedented 102 of the International Monetary Fund’s 189 member nations are seeking
assistance from the organization to combat the coronavirus, the lending agency’s Managing
Director Georgieva said.

Kotak Mahindra Bank Launches ‘ATM on Wheels’ in Mumbai

Kotak Mahindra Bank (Kotak) announced the launch of its first “ATM on Wheels” facility in
Mumbai. The mobile ATM will bring cash withdrawal services to local neighbourhoods during
this critical period when the city is in a lockdown mode due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The
mobile ATM facility is available to both Kotak customers and non-customers and will cover
Mumbai, Thane and Navi Mumbai on all days, including weekends.

Google Pay launches ‘Nearby Spot’ to help users find local stores selling essentials

Google has launched ‘Nearby Spot’ under Google Pay using which users in Bengaluru can see
local stores selling essentials like groceries that are open, amid the lockdown. The Nearby Spot
will be launched in Hyderabad, Chennai, Mumbai, Pune, and Delhi soon, Google India said in
a blogpost.

“With the lockdown and social distancing norms in place, digital payments have become more
important than ever and Google Pay is an additional surface to provide key information
regarding COVID-19,” it added.

India signs $1.5 billion loan with ADB to support India’s COVID-19 immediate response

The Government of India and the Asian Development Bank (ADB) signed a $1.5 billion loan
that will support the government’s response to the novel coronavirus disease (COVID-19)
pandemic, focusing on immediate priorities such as disease containment and prevention, as
well as social protection for the poor and economically vulnerable sections of the society,
especially women and disadvantaged groups.

RBI released 49th round of OBICUS

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) released the 49th round of quarterly OBICUS (Order books,
inventories, and capacity utilization survey) of the manufacturing sector. The survey includes
the reference period January-March 2020.

OBICUS:

e The OBICUS survey will provide valuable input for monetary policy formulation.

e The Central Bank has conducted the OBICUS of the manufacturing sector on a
quarterly basis since 2008.

e The data collected in the survey includes quantitative data on new orders received
during the reference quarter, backlog of orders, pending orders, total inventories with a
breakup between work-in-progress (WiP) and finished goods (FG) inventories and
item-wise production.
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Affordable housing firm Aavas gets $60m ADB loan

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has signed an agreement to lend up to $60 million to
Aavas Financiers Ltd , a housing finance company in India, to improve access to housing
finance for lower-income borrowers, particularly women.

Aavas is one of the largest housing finance companies in India’s affordable housing segment
and it has more than %70 billion in assets under management and 245 branches across 10 states.

Merger of 10 PSU Banks into 4 comes into effect

The merger of 10 state-run banks into 4 larger banks has been implemented , April 1, 2020.
The announcement regarding the amalgamation has been done by GOI earlier in March 2020.

The government made this announcement in early March with the purpose of creating stronger
banks in the public sector. Though the central government announced the plan but RBI has
been given the charge for the successful implementation of the plan.

COVID-19: World Bank offers 1 billion USD for India’ Emergency Response Project

The World Bank announced that it is to offer 1 billion USD to Government of India to
implement Covid-19 Emergency Response and Health Systems preparedness project.

The project is being launched by India in order to mitigate the threats created by the virus. It
will strengthen the national system and keep up public health preparedness in the country.

RBI increases WMA limit of states, UTs by 30%o, relaxes export rules

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has decided to increase the Ways and Means Advances
(WMA) limit for state governments and Union Territories by 30 per cent till September 30,
and allowed exporters six months extra to realise their export proceeds, in a bid to deal with
the economic fallout of the coronavirus pandemic.

SEBI whole-time member Madhabi Puri Buch gets six-month extension

Madhabi Puri Buch, Whole Time Member (WTM) at SEBI, has been given a six months
extension by the government, sources told Business Line. Buch was appointed in April 2017
and her three-year tenure ends in March.

Earlier in February, the government had given a six months extension to SEBI chairman Ajay
Tyagi. The Prime Ministers Office and the committee on appoints have not been able to meet
to deliberate on SEBI related positing matters. The sources said that the government is likely
to take a further call on both the appoints once Corona related panic settles down.

IndusInd Bank taps CPPIB, GIC to raise $500 million

Indusind Bank and its promoter the Hinduja Group have initiated talks with sovereign wealth
funds and pension funds, including Canada’s CPPIB and Singapore’s GIC Pte Ltd, to raise as
much as $500 million. This is aimed at bolstering investor confidence amid deterioration of the
private lender’s balance sheet and flight of deposits after the Yes Bank Ltd fiasco.
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SIDBI to provide emergency working capital of up to Rs 1 crore to MSMEs

The Small Industries Development Bank of India — SIDBI has said that it will provide
emergency working capital of up to one crore rupees to small and medium enterprises(MSMES)
against their confirmed government orders. The SIDBI Assistance to Facilitate Emergency
response against Corona virus — SAFE PLUS will be offered collateral free and disbursed
within 48 hours.

BoB launches four schemes for agri sector

To help borrowers in the agriculture sector tide over the distress created by the Covid-19
pandemic, Bank of Baroda (BoB) has announced schemes where it will offer additional loans
of up to X1 lakh to existing self-help group (SHG) borrowers and up to 50,000 to existing crop
loan borrowers, among others.

India’s third-largest public sector bank, in a statement, said it will provide existing SHGs
facilities in the form of cash credit/over draft/term loan/demand loan. The minimum and
maximum loan amount is 330,000 and X1 lakh per SHG, repayable in 24 months.

World Bank forecasts FY21 India growth at 1.5-2.8 percent

The World Bank in its “South Asia Economic Focus report” said that India’s economy is
expected to grow 1.5% to 2.8% in the 2020-21 fiscal year which started on 1 April 2020. It
stated that India might record its worst growth performance since the 1991 liberalization in the
current fiscal year 2020-21 due to the coronavirus outbreak which severely disrupted the
economy .
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Panel led by NITI Aayog CEO Amitabh Kant starts working on response strategy

A panel led by NITI Aayog chief executive officer (CEO) Amitabh Kant has begun working
on a response strategy to contain the spread of COVID-19. The Empowered Committee held
its first meeting on March 30, which saw attendance from several representatives of the private
sector and industry.

Coal India pledges Rs 220 cr donation to PM fund

State-owned Coal India (CIL) has pledged Rs 220 crore to the Prime Minister”’s Citizen
Assistance and Relief in Emergency Situations Fund (PM CARES) to fight against coronavirus
pandemic, Coal Minister Pralhad Joshi has said.

“Glad to see coal PSUs coming forward & pledging donations to ##MCARES in fight against
#COVID19 @CoallndiaHQ has committed Rs. 220 crores @NLCIndiaLimited has committed
Rs 25 crores,” Joshi has said in tweet.

Centre to deposit Rs.1,000 in women PMJDY accounts in two installments

Ministry of Finance announced Rs.500 has been deposited in each Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan
Yojana (PMJDY) account held by women for the month of April and Rs.500 more will be
given over the month of May in equal installments.

A total of 38.08 crore accounts are benefitting under the PMJDY. Out of it, 20.60 crore
accounts are held by women across India. As of 1 April 2020, the deposits in the PMIDY
accounts stood at over Rs 1.19 lakh crore. The aim is to provide help and support to the people
amid the lockdown due to the COVID-19 outbreak.

MHRD launched Samadhan, a challenge to find quick solution to COVID-19 pandemic

The Innovation Cell of the Ministry of Human Resources Development (MHRD) in
collaboration with All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE) and Forge and
InnovatioCuris launched “SAMADHAN”, a mega online challenge, to test the ability of
students to innovate.

National Conference on Kharif Crops, 2020 held through video conference

The Union Agricultural Minister Shri Narendra Singh Tomar chaired the National Conference
on Kharif crops. The conference discussed measures to achievee doubling of farmers’ income
and to achieve Kharif target. Secretaries of DAC&FW and ICAR and also officers from state
governments participated in the conference.

IISD: India’s Renewable Subsidies decline by 35%
The Council on Energy, Environment and Water (CCEW) and International Institute of

Sustainable Development (IISD) recently released a report called “Mapping India’s Energy
Subsidies, 2020”.
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The report says that India’s energy subsidies have declined by 35% in 2019 as compared to
2017. On the other hand, the oil and gas subsidies have increase by 65%.

Power Ministry floats draft Electricity Act Bill 2020

The supply of quality power at affordable prices is essential for sustained growth of the
economy of the country. Ministry of Power issued a draft proposal for amendment of Electricity
Act, 2003 in the form of the draft Electricity Act (Amendment) Bill, 2020 for
comments/suggestions from Stakeholders on 17th April 2020.

National List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of India launched

The Union Minister of culture Shri Prahlad Singh Patel launched the National List of Intangible
Cultural Heritage. The list is to include 13 elements that are already included in UNESCO
Representative list of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

The initiative is a part of Vision 2024 of Ministry of Culture. It aims to increase the awareness
about intangible cultural heritages.

NIPER-G designs innovative 3D products to fight coronavirus spread

Researchers at the National Institute of Pharmaceutical Education and Research -Guwahati
(NIPER-G) developed two products, namely 3D-printed hands-free object and 3D-printed
antimicrobial face-shield in an effort to control the spread of novel coronavirus, to fight
COVID-19 outbreak.

ICMR gives approval to plasma therapy for COVID-19 treatment to Trivandrum based
Medical Institute

Sree Chitra Tirunal Institute for Medical Sciences and Technology, Kerala, has obtained a go-
ahead for taking a bold step to provide innovative treatment to patients suffering from COVID-
19 disease. The Trivandrum based SCTIMST is an Institution of National Importance under
the Department of Science and Technology, Government of India.

Technically called “convalescent-plasma therapy”, the treatment aims at using the immune
power gained by a recovered person to treat a sick person. ICMR has given approval to the
SCTIMST for carrying out the novel treatment.

“Bharat Padhe Online Campaign” launched by Ministry of HRD

The Ministry of Human Resources Development has launched a week long campaign called
“Bharat Padhe Online Campaign”. The campaign aims to improve online education in India.
The main aim of the campaign is to invite experts in the country to share their knowledge and
solutions in order to overcome the constraints in promoting digital education.

COVID-19: What are Red, Orange and Green Zones?

PM Modi interacted with the Chief Ministers of the states through video conferencing. During

the meet, most of them favored extending the lock down. It has now been concluded that India
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will enter into “smart Lockdown”. Under the smart lock down, India is to be demarcated into
red, orange and green zones.

The red zones are regions that were declared as hotspots. Here no economic activity if to be
allowed. The orange zones are regions where limited public transport is to be allowed. In these
regions harvesting of farm products will also be allowed.

In the green zones, along with farm activities, MSME industries will also begin to function.
These industries will provide in-house lodging facilities for employees along with social
distancing facilities.

Wormivet: Herbal Medication developed by NIF to treat worms

The National Innovation foundation India has developed an indigenous herbal medicine called
Wormivet. It is an alternative to chemical methods that are currently being used to treat worms.

The Wormivet is used to treat endoparasite worms in livestock. A patent has been filed on the
invention. The patent has been given in the name of Grassroots knowledge.

Corona Kavach: Application launched by Gol to locate a COVID-19 positive patient

The Government of India launched Corona Kavach application to map the location of a
COVID-19 positive patient through GPS.The application has been launched by India after
learning about its success in the countries such as South Korea and Singapore. The “Corona
Kavach” application tracks the data of the user every hour. It then alerts him if he has crossed
a Corona Positive patient.

Government Slashes Interest Rates on Small Saving Schemes

The interest rates on small saving schemes have been slashed by the central government for
the April-June quarter of the financial year 2020-2021. The decision has come after the Reserve

Bank of India’s recent 75 bps cut in the interest rates at the time of economic fallout due to
COVID-19 Pandemic.

Key Highlights

e The interest rate on Public Provident Fund (PPF) for the April-June quarter is now 7.1
percent. It has been brought down by 80 bps (basic points).

o The interest rate on Kisan Vikas Patra has been slashed down to 6.9 percent.

e For Sukanya Samriddhi Scheme, the interest rate for the quarter is now 7.6 percent.

o For National Saving Certificate Scheme, the interest rate by the government has been
brought down to 6.8 percent.

o For five-year recurring deposits, the interest rate has been lower down to 5.8 percent.

o For a five-year time deposit, the quarterly interest rate has been brought down to 6.7
percent.
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Jobless rate amid Covid-19 lockdown period hits 23.4%: CMIE

Unemployment rate during March 30-April 5 rose to 23.4 per cent and the labour participation
rate fell to 36 per cent, reflecting the impact of lockdown to tackle COVID-19 outbreak, data
released by Centre for Monitoring Indian Econom showed. For full month of March,

unemployment rose to a 43-month high of 8.7 per cent, while the labour participation rate
dropped to 41.9 per cent.

Ministry of Tourism launches “DekhoApnaDesh” webinar series

The ministry of tourism said it was launching the Dekho Apna Desh webinar series.

The ministry said the webinar series will provide information on the many destinations and the
‘depth’ and ‘expanse’ of the culture and heritage of India. The first webinar touched upon the
history of Delhi and was titled ” City of Cities- Delhi’s Personal Diary’.

Ayushman Bharat Diwas 2020 is celebrated on 30 April

Ayushman Bharat Diwas is celebrated on 30 April. The day aims to promote affordable medical
facilities in remote areas of the country based on the Socio-Economic Caste Census database.
It will also promote health and wellness and provide insurance benefits to the poor.
COVID-19 tracking app ‘Aarogya Setu’ launched by the government

Aarogya Setu, India’s first comprehensive COVID-19 tracking app, was launched by the
central government on April 2, 2020. The app will help people get connected with health
services to combat the COVID-19 outbreak.

CBSE introduces ‘applied mathematics’ as academic elective for Class 11 students

The Central Board of Secondary Education introduced applied mathematics as an academic
elective at the senior secondary level. The new academic elective will be available for students
of class 11 from this academic year (2020-21 session).

NTPC to procure fuel cell buses, cars for Delhi, Leh

State-run power giant NTPC said it had invited expression of interest for procuring ten
hydrogen fuel cell-based electric buses and an equal number of such cars.

These environment-friendly vehicles would be used in Delhi and Leh.

“NTPC Ltd, has invited Global Expression of Interest (Eol) to provide 10 Hydrogen Fuel Cell-
based electric buses and an equal number of Hydrogen Fuel Cell-based electric cars in Leh and
Delhi,” a company statement said.

DARPG: National Monitoring Dashboard launched

The main objective of the dashboard is quick and timeMinister of State for Personnel and

Public Grievances Dr Jitendra Singh launched the National Monitoring Dashboard on COVID-
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19. The dashboard is to be developed and implemented by DARPG (Department of
Administrative Reforms and Public Grievances).

CSIR-CMERI develops Disinfection Walkways and Road Sanitizer Unit to counter
coronavirus

CSIR-Central Mechanical Engineering Research Institute (CMERI) has developed
technologies and products namely Disinfection Walkways and Road Sanitizer Unit. The
technologies can help to counter the menacing coronavirus.

Indian Railways CLW creates world record! Name registered in Limca Book of Records
for highest loco production

New world record by Indian Railways! The locomotive manufacturing factory — Chittaranjan
Locomotives Works (CLW) — located in Asansol, West Bengal, has recently registered its name
in the Limca Book of Records by creating the highest production record.

In the Financial Year 2018-19, the Chittaranjan Locomotives Works produced as many as 402
electrical locomotives, the highest production record in the world. The locomotive
manufacturing factory has surpassed its own record of 350 locomotives manufactured in the
year 2017-18. According to Railway Miniter Piyush Goyal, the hard work and dedication of
Indian Railways’ family have made this feat possible.

Gol launches “Krishi Rath” application for hassle free agri transportation

The Government of India launched the “Krishi Rath” application to help farmers to transport
their agriculture produce to the mandis.The farmer has to post the quantity of agricultural
produce he wishes to transport.

After posting, he will get the availability of truck and price quote for the load. The prices quoted
are from the transport aggregators. Once the farmer confirms, he will get details of the
transporter. He can then directly connect with him and negotiate for prices.

India’s Aarogya Setu becomes world’s highest downloaded app in just 13 days

With the country entering the second phase of lockdown to combat the spread of the novel
coronavirus spread in India, the government’s recently launched Aarogya Setu application that
tracks Covid-19 cases around and helps in fighting the virus on an individual level, reached 50
million downloads just 13 days, making it the word’s fastest downloaded app, said NITI1 Aayog
CEO, Amitabh Kant.

“AarogyaSetu, India’s app to fight COVID-19 has reached 50 mn users in just 13 days-fastest
ever globally for an App,” Kant tweeted.

IMD releases new list of 169 tropical cyclones names
The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has released a new list consisting of 169 names

of future tropical cyclones that would emerge in the Arabian Sea and Bay of Bengal. The list
was released by IMD on April 28.
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The newly released list has 13 names each from the 13 member countries, including India, of
the World Meteorological Organisation (WMO).

IMD is one of the six Regional Specialised Meteorological Centres (RSMC) in the world. It is
mandatory for the department to issue advisories and name tropical cyclones in the north Indian
Ocean region.

Arogya Sanjeevani Policy Cigna launched with IRDAI guidelines

Manipal Cigna Health Insurance company has announced the launch of its Arogya Sanjeevani
Policy, ManipalCigna. This standard health cover policy in line with IRDAI from one of the
29 insurers who have received the go-ahead to launch such policies in the industry. Every
general insurance company has to launch a standard health plan and has to have an official
name Arogya Sanjeevani Policy (name of insurer) for easy comparison by the buyers.

MoS HRD and IT, Sanjay Dhotre launches ‘Hack the Crisis-India’ hackathon

Minister of State Human Resource Development and IT Sanjay Dhotre launched Hack the
Crisis — India, an Online Hackathon to find working solutions for overcoming COVID-19
pandemic. This hackathon is part of a global initiative and is being organised by ‘Hack A Cause
— India’ and ‘FICCI Ladies Organization Pune’ and supported by Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology. The aim of this hackathon is to strengthen fight against COVID-109.

JEEVAN: Railway makes low cost prototype of Ventilator; ICMR to test the prototype

JEEVAN, is a low-cost energy efficient ventilator made by the Rail Coach Factory, Kapurthala.
The cost of the machine is fraction of what the original designs cost. The prototype is to be
tested by ICMR before mass production. The cost of the machine is around Rs 10,000 without
a compressor.

Hockey India donates additional 75 lakh rupees towards PM-CARES Fund

Hockey India donated an additional Rs 75 lakhs towards the PM-CARES Fund to take its total
contribution to Rs 1 crore to tackle worsening COVID-19 pandemic in the country.

Hockey India earlier donated Rs 25 lakhs towards the cause in April. Hockey India secretary
general Rajinder Singh agreed with Mushtaq’s views.

Bio Fortified Carrots developed by farmer scientist

A farmer scientist of Junagadh district, Gujarat Shri Vallabhai Vastambhai Marvaniya
developed biofortified carrots. The carrots are locally called “Madhuban Gajar”. It is rich in -
carotene and iron.

The biofortified carrot variety is benefiting more than 150 local farmers. The yield of the
variety is 40 to 50 tonnes per hectare. The variety has been cultivated in over 1000 hectares of
land this season.
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Three types of Health Care Facilities to be set up to manage COVID-19 cases

The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare announced that the hospitals and health facilities
have been classified to deal with COVID-19 cases in the country. There are three types of
COVID-19 health centres to be set up in the country.

Union HRD Minister launched MHRD AICTE COVID-19 Student Helpline Portal

All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE) launched a unique MHRD AICTE
COVID-19 Student Helpline Portal to address the issues faced by students. The students are
facing difficulties due to the closure of colleges and hostels in the view of the COVID-19
outbreak. It was launched by the Union Minister for Human Resource Development (HRD)
Shri Ramesh Pokhriyal “Nishank.”

C-MET develops a low-cost indigenous prototype of polymer swab

A scientist from the Pune-based Centre for Materials for Electronics Technology (C-MET) has
developed a low-cost indigenous prototype of polymer swab. It can be used to collect the
samples for coronavirus testing. If the product gets approved for production, the country will
not need to depend on imported swabs.

FCI sets new record in single day transportation of food grains

Food Corporation of India (FCI) has set a new record in single day movement by moving 70
rakes carrying one lakh 93 thousand Metric Tonnes food grains continuously for two days.
Consumer Affairs Ministry said, FCI is ensuring that enough food grain stocks are made
available in every part of the country during countrywide lockdown.

Life Insurance Council: “Force Majeure” does not apply for COVID-19 cases

The Life Insurance council announced that the “Force Majeure” clause will apply to COVID-
19 deaths. Apart from the council, Kolkata Port Trust has also invoked force majeure.

What is force Majeure?

Force Majeure clause was introduced for unforeseen circumstances. This includes natural
disasters, accidents, epidemics, pandemics.

Imports of Edible Oil decline in India by 32.44%

The Solvent Extractors Association of India reported that edible oil imports in India has
declined by 32.44% in March 2020. This is because, India, the largest importer if vegetable oil
in the world has reduced its imports due to the threats of COVID-19.

Government of India launches a training module for management of COVID-19 named
‘Integrated Government Online training’ (iGOT)

Accordingly, to take care of the training needs of the frontline workers, the Government of

India has launched a training module for management of COVID-19 named ‘Integrated Govt.
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Online training’ (iGOT) portal on Ministry of HRD’s DIKSHA platform for the capacity
building of frontline workers to handle the pandemic efficiently.

Courses on IGOT have been launched for Doctors, Nurses, Paramedics, Hygiene Workers,
Technicians, Auxiliary Nursing Midwives (ANMs), State Government Officers, Civil Defence
Officers, Various Police Organisations, National Cadet Corps(NCC), NehruYuva Kendra
Sangathan (NYKS), National Service Scheme, Indian Red Cross Society, Bharat Scouts and
Guides and other volunteers at the stage.

MHRD launched YUKTI web-portal in New Delhi

Centre launched a web-portal “Young India Combating COVID with Knowledge, Technology
and Innovation” (YUKTTI) in New Delhi. The web-portal was launched by the Union Minister
for Human Resource Development Shri Ramesh Pokhriyal “Nishank.”

YUKT]I portal:

YUKT]I portal is a unique portal and dashboard to monitor and record the efforts and initiatives
of the Ministry of Human Resource Development (MHRD).

April 13, 2020 marked the 101st anniversary of Jallianwala Bagh Massacre

13 April 2020 marked the 101st anniversary of the Jallianwala Bagh Massacre. On this day,
the martyrs who were killed mercilessly in Jallianwala Bagh are remembered. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi paid tribute to the innocent martyrs who showed great courage and sacrifice.
The Jallianwala Bagh massacre, or the Amritsar slaughter, happened on 13 April 19109.

e-NAM completes four years of implementation

The pan-India Agriculture trading portal e-NAM completes four years of implementation. On
this occasion, Agriculture Minister Narendra Singh Tomar said that e-NAM helped in
realising the vision of One Nation One Market for agri produce.

He also said that e-NAM is being expanded to cover additional 415 mandis which will take
the total number of e-NAM mandis to 1000 soon. He also added that this online platform will
prove to be a giant leap in reforming the agriculture market in India. AIR correspondent
reports e-NAM was launched by Prime Minster Narendra Modi in 21 mandis on 14th April in
2016.

Jim Corbett becomes India’s first quarantine facility for animals

While the world is busy battling coronavirus, the reports of a Malayan tiger being tested
positive for COVID-19 in the United States has caught the attention of the Indian authorities.
India’s oldest National Park Jim Corbett, situated in Uttarakhand’s Paurhi Garhwal region, has
built isolation wards for animals.
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Electric Vehicle Sale increases by 20% in 2020-21

The Society of Manufacturers of Electric Vehicles (SMEV) has released its data on Electric
Vehicles sales. According to its report, the sales of Electric Vehicles have increased by 20% in
the Fiscal Year 2019-20.

What is Lifeline UDAN?

The Lifeline UDAN was launched by the Ministry of Civil Aviation to