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REFERENCE STYLE ACS numbered 

Full guide 

 

In-text citation 

Single reference 
1 ((Superscript numbers)) 

Series of references 
2,4,6 ((Superscript numbers)) 

Range of references 
4–7 ((Superscript numbers)) 

Citation order 

Sequential 

 

Reference type 

Issue number 

Allowed 

Author initials 

Abbreviated with dot and spaced 

Reference list label/order 

Numbered with dot, without bracket 

Punctuation b/w journal title and volume 

Journal title Year [Comma] Volume 

Journal 

1. Foster, J. C.; Varlas, S.; Couturaud, B.; Coe, J.; O’Reilly, R. K. Getting into Shape: Reflections on a New  
Generation of Cylindrical Nanostructures’ Self-Assembly Using Polymer Building Block. J. Am. Chem. Soc. 2019, 
141 (7), 2742−2753. https://doi.org/10.1021/jacs.8b08648  

Article title allowed, not mandatory 

et al. usage 

Not allowed - all authors listed 

Epub ahead of print (DOI) 

5. Shah, H. H.; Stratz, S.; Hauser, P. C. Electro-Driven Extraction Across a Polymer Inclusion Membrane in a Flow-
Through Cell. J. Chromatogr. A 2013. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chroma.2013.01.062  

Journal – in press/forthcoming 

6. Tang, D.; Jankowiak, R.; Small, G. J.; Tiede, D. M. Deepoxy T-2 Tetrol: A Metabolite of TO2 Toxin Found in Cow 
Urine. Chem. Phys., in press. 
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 Book/monograph 

7. Wertheimer, A. I.; Norris, J. Chemometrics with R; Springer: London, 2011. 

Book with edition 

8. King Lester, S. Why Not Say It Clearly: A Guide to Scientijk Writing, 2nd ed.; Little, Brown: Boston, MA, 1991. 

Edited book 

9. Warren, B. K., Oyama, S. T., Eds.; The Chemistry of the Atmosphere: Oxidants and Oxidation in the Earth's 
Atmosphere; Royal Society of Chemistry: Cambridge, England, 1995. 

Edited book with chapter title (and editors) 

10. Laidlaw, I.; Steinmetz, M. Introduction to differential sedimentation. In Analytical Ultracentrifugation: 
Techniques and Methods; Scott, D. L., Harding, S. E., Rowe, A. J., Eds.; Royal Society of Chemistry: Cambridge, 
2005; pp 270–290. 

Book series 

11. Wiberg, K. Guidelines for drinking water quality. In Investigations Rates and Mechanisms Reactions; Lewis, E. S., 
Ed.; Techniques of Chemistry, Vol. VI, 1974; p 764. 

Proceedings/Conferences 

12. Harwood, J. S. Direct detection of volatile metabolites produced by microorganisms. In Proceedings of the 
36th ASMS Conference on Mass Spectrometry and Allied Topics, San Francisco, CA, June 5–10, 1988. 

Electronic publications with DOI 

Available at/Retrieved from – not allowed 

13. Hammond, C. The Basics of Crystallography and Diffraction, 4th ed.; International Union of Crystallography 
Texts on Crystallography, Vol. 21; Oxford University Press, 2015. 
https://doi.org/10.1093/acprof:oso/9780198738671.001.0001  

Electronic publications without DOI 

14. American Chemical Society, Committee on Chemical Safety, Task Force for Safety Education Guidelines. 
Guidelines for Chemical Laboratory Safety in Academic Institutions. American Chemical Society, 2016. 
https://www.acs.org/content/dam/acsorg/about/governance/committees/chemicalsafety/publications/acs-
safety-guidelines-academic.pdf (accessed 2019-02-21). 

Thesis/Dissertation 

15. Cable, M. L. Life in Extreme Environments: Lanthanide-Based Detection of Bacterial Spores and Other Sensor 
Design Pursuits. Ph.D. Dissertation, California Institute of Technology, Pasadena, CA, 2010. 
http://resolver.caltech.edu/CaltechTHESIS:05102010-145436548 (accessed 2019-09-10). 

16. Tsien, R. Y. The Design and Use of Organic Chemical Tools in Cellular Physiology. Ph.D. Thesis, University of 
Cambridge, Cambridge, U.K., 1976. 

Report 

17. Hung, C.-C.; Hurst, J.; Santiago, D. Boron Nitride Nanoribbons from Exfoliation of Boron Nitride Nanotubes; 
NASA/TM-2017-219455; National Aeronautics and Space Administration, Glenn Research Center: Cleveland, OH, 
2017. https://ntrs.nasa.gov/search.jsp?R=2017000388 (accessed 2019-09-10). 

Computer Programs 

20. Schrödinger Release 2019-3: BioLuminate; Schrödinger, LLC: New York, 2019. 
https://www.schrodinger.com/products/bioluminate (accessed 2019-09-08). 
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 Patent 

18. Lois-Caballe, C.; Baltimore, D.; Qin, X.-F. Method for Expression of Small RNA Molecules within a Cell. US 
7 732 193 B2, 2010. 

Standards 

19. ASTM International. Standard Test Method for Tensile Properties of Plastics; ASTM D638-14; West 
Conshohocken, PA, 2014. https://doi.org/10.1520/D0638-14 

Websites 

21. ACS Publications Home Page. https://pubs.acs.org/ (accessed 2019-02-21). 

Web documents 

22. American Chemical Society, Committee on Chemical Safety, Task Force for Safety Education Guidelines. 
Guidelines for Chemical Laboratory Safety in Academic Institutions. American Chemical Society, 2016. 
https://www.acs.org/content/dam/acsorg/about/governance/committees/chemicalsafety/publications/acs-
safety-guidelines-academic.pdf (accessed 2019-02-21). 

Database 

23. SpectraBase. Bio-Rad Laboratories. https://spectrabase.com/ (accessed 2020-01-05). 

Cited film works 

24. American Chemical Society. Game of Thrones Science: Sword Making and Valyrian Steel. Reactions. YouTube, 
April 15, 2015. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cHRcGoje4j4 (accessed 2019-02-28). 

Corporate publication 

25. American Society of Brewing Chemists. Methods of Analysis, 8th ed.; Springer: London, 1992. 
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