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LEON RUSSELL—
Shelter SHE 1001 (S)

Another newcomer exponent of contempo-
rary blues al i3 best is American per-
former writer Leon Russell who debuts on
Blue Thumb-distributed Shelter label. Rus-
setl has written for some of fodey’s fop
record stars  and  his own virile and
gravelly voice is well suited fo his songs
Highlights include “A Song For You™ and
“Detta Lady.”

In the issue dated September 12, 1970, Blue Thumb and Capitol Records jointly announced a
manufacturing and distribution deal. As a result, Capitol would press and distribute all Blue Thumb

records, including the Shelter label.

Capitol, Blue Thumb
Enter $, Distrib Pact

By ELIOT TIEGEL

LOS ANGELES — Blue
Thumb is aligning with Capi-
tol for distribution and finan-
cial backing after dissolving a
similar arrangement with GRT.

Capitol's company-owned dis-

tribution warehouses will pick
up Blue Thumb's floor inven-
tory at Columbia Records' three
pressing locations, and Capi-
tol's field salesmen will soon
begin offering four new Blue
Thumb packages by Love, Ga-
bor Szabo, Joao Donato and
the triumverate of Buddy Guy,
Junior Mance and Junior Wells.
Also involved is product on the
Shelter label, owned by Leon
Russell and Denny Cordell,
which Blue Thumb has been
distributing.

Blue Thumb's distribution
deal calls for Capitol to have

access to all the label's releases
created during its first year and
one-half of operation. Blue
Thumb retains its masters and
publishing interests.

Capitol  will manufacture,
merchandise and sell all Blue
Thumb’s material for distribu-
tion in the United States. Blue
Thumb's international distribu-
tion remains with EMI (Capi-
tol's parent) with two market
exceptions: Japan, where King
is the licensee, and Canada,
where Polydor is the representa-
tive.

In return for using the Capi-
to organization (graphics, ad-
vertising,  sales, promotion),
Capitol receives a royalty on
records sold at wholesale. This
royalty increases on an esca-
lating scale, based on Blue
Thumb's sales performance.

Among the other independent
labels distributed by Capitol
are 1-2-3, Harvest, Invictus,

Apple, Chips, Trump and Crazy
Horse.

Capitol's financial involve-
ment helps Blue Thumb pay off
longterm notes it signed with
GRT in order to buy back its
company.

The Bob Krasnow-headed
company had formed a joint
venture firm, Blue Thumb Sales
Co., with GRT, a year and a
half ago. In dissolving Blue
Thumb Sales Co., the organiza-
tion which manufactured and
sold Blue Thumb Records,
Krasnow and his two partners,
Don Graham and Tommy Li-
Puma, have taken on all ac-
counts receivable and payable.

GRT remains Blue Thumb's
tape duplicator and merchan-
diser until, according to Karas-
now, it has ived

Capitol’s field force will be
given an in-depth talk on Blue
Thumb, when Blue Thumb's
vice president Don Graham
and Charlie Nuccio, Capitol's
promotion vice president, visit
the company’s offices in New
York Sept. 21, Atlanta Sept. 22,
Chicago Sept. 23 and back here
Sept. 24.

Capitol sent a creative team
to Blue Thumb’s Beverly Hills
offices last week to develop the
sight and sound presentation.

Like the other independent
labels distributed by Capitol,
Blue Thumb retains its au-
tonomy, according to the agree-
ment.

The Blue Thumb-Capitol ar-
rangement, which includes dis-
tribution of Shelter Records,

pay
on the longterm notes.”

Blue Thumb retains its com-
pany logo on all product. A tag
line announces Capitol's dis-
tribution involvement.

covers more than five years and
ludes a mini of 16 al-
bums over the span.



Leon Russell Leon Russell
SHE-8901 c. fall 1970 to 1971

The Capitol issue of the album lacks the song “Old Masters,” which appears on the copies pressed by
Columbia and Monarch. “Old Masters” was actually Bob Dylan’s “Masters of War,” sung to the tune of
“The Star-Spangled Banner.”

First Capitol pressings (1970-71) feature the Shelter “egg” logo at the left side, where it had appeared on
the Blue Thumb release.

Later copies of Leon Russell with the SHE- prefix have the Shelter logo moved to the top of the label.
During this run, Capitol changed the prefix from SHE- to its more familiar pricing code, SW-. As the
transition took place in 1971, copies appeared on the market with the above (SHE-) labels and the new
cover with the SW- prefix.

Leon Russell Leon Russell
SW-8901 c. early 1972 to 1973




Shelter Sued
By Superman

LOS ANGELES—National Pe-
riodical Publications, the publish-
ers of Superman comic books,
filed a $2 million suit against
Shelter Records in Federal Court
here, seeking .an injunction to
compel Shelter to stop using the red
and yellow S (in a 8-sided polygon
seen on the chest of Superman’s
costume) as part of the recording
company’s visual logo.

National Periodical claimed that
Shelter is infringing on a trade-
mark registered as -part of the Su-
perman character since 1938 and
that Shelter’s graphic of the Su-
perman-type S on an egg, which
accompanied various promotion
campaigns for Leon Russell and the
Grease Band, implies Superman
is endorsing these rock records.

The comic book publisher is
asking $2 million in punitive dam-
ages and destruction of all Shelter
products bearing the Superman S
symbol.

In early September, 1971, National Periodical Publications — the owners of the Superman trademark —
announced that they were suing Shelter Records over the unauthorized use of Supie’s logo. Y’see, the
Shelter “S” was simply the Superman “S” turned upside-down. Capitol responded by immediately
“blacking out” the logo on all of the new printed labels. Within two months, Shelter had created a new
“S” logo (in an egg) that didn’t look anything like Superman’s.

In late January 1974, the industry scuttlebutt ran with the information that Shelter Records would soon
be moving away from Capitol and to MCA Records. That turned out to be true, and the Shelter back catalog
soon found its way to MCA.

Looks as if Shelter Records is moving from Capitol
Records, their current distributor, to MCA Records. De-
tails will be announced soon. ...
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The matrix numbers indicate a release date in September 1974. The MCA front cover does not have the
Shelter logo on it but rather has the new catalog number by itself in the lower left corner.

On October 25, 1975, Leon Russell asked a court in Los Angeles to assist with the dissolution of Shelter
Records, which was losing $25,000 every month (by his account). Russell moved to Paradise Records,
which obtained a distribution deal with Warner Brothers. However, Shelter continued to release records
without him. Russell and his wife released a Wedding Album on Paradise in April.




Shelter, without Russell, announced in June an agreement for distribution by ABC Records. Two weeks
later, they heralded this joint venture with a “wedding album” of their own.
Shelter To Be

Distributed By OUR WEDDING ALBUM

ABC In U.S,, Can. ABC and Shelter Records proudly announce their new association with the
LOS ANGELES — Shalter Rocords will be release of the debut album by

distrbuted by ABC. according 10 a joint an

nouncement made by Jerry Aubinsiein The Dwight Twilley Band

chairman of ABC Records. and Denny Cor-

dell. prosident of Sheiter Records Shefter Sincerely

The album features their hit single. I'm On Fire, which was hailed by the San

Russel. J.J. Cale, Wilis Alan Ramsey, Wary

Francisco Chronicle as"possibly the most exciting debut single by an
;n:gn;’;,é n!;c;::;?g'mmnw and Phosbe American rock band ever...'
New releases under the ABC/Shelier The Dwight Twilley Band
pact will include e debut LP from the

And that's just for openers.
Dwight Twilley Band and new albums from
Shelter recording artists J.J. Cale, Tom
Petty, Larry Hosford, and Lyans and Clark
Tro first singlo rolease under the new con
tract will be Larry Hosford's “Nobody
Femembers The Losers.
StayingIn LA

Sneiter Records will maintain their Los
Angeles neadquarters at 5112 Hollywood
Biud.. Hollyio0d, CA 80027 and wil con-
tinue to be under the direction of genersl
manager Ron Henry

We here at ABC Records.” Rubinstein
said. “look forward to a long and SHELTER
orosporous association with Shelter

5. Ther fine artsts are a welcome

Records

addition 1o the ABC Records fam iy and we
are eager 1o work with gentlomen like
Denny Cordell and Ron Henvy ™
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The album remained on Shelter/ABC for just over two years. At the end of January 1979, ABC sold out to
MCA. This pushed the Shelter catalog back onto the MCA label.

ABC Buy Boostmg Power

ED HARRISON

LOS ANGELES MCA'S buy of ABC Rex Al Bergamao, president of MCA Distribut
ords Wednesday (31 adds fuel w s apgres ng. beheves that with the addition of ABC. 1t
sive dove woward a more domimant posiion iould rank MCA 6ifth behind CBS. Poly
among major branch operations gram. WEA and RCA i terms of overall

If current talks with other potent independ branch operation size and volume
ent labels including Phaladelphia Inter He s projectng that MCA Distributing will
national, are implemented. MCA'S market trple s volume this yvear, bringing total sale
posture will be further strengthened 10 5200 mulhion It could be ¢ now even

These moves follow the aggressive patiern without other deals that might be made.” he
set by the company with the Taunch of s sec VS
ond label, Infinity. 10 the spring of last vear We won't sign distnbution deals for th
and the creation of MCA Distnbuting Corp ake of 1t But we are anterested an talking ko
Last October as an enuty separate from the fa anvone who makes sense.” he says

bels (Continued on page 14)



At some point during the year 1979, using covers that had been printed for ABC, MCA reissued the Shelter
line onto its MCA Coral budget label.

Leon Russell Leon Russell
MCA-682 1979

Less than a year later, MCA stopped using the Coral label for its Shelter reissues and put them out on the
main MCA line, with the same catalog number.

Leon Russell Leon Russell
MCA-682 1980

At the beginning of 1981, MCA absorbed Shelter, meaning that there would be no more new releases
using the brand. The last album came out in February, and a single drawn from the album appeared shortly
thereafter. MCA continued to release copies of Leon Russell, but notice that these no longer bear the
Shelter Records name or logo on the label. That brings us to the end of the vinyl LP period.
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