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Leon Russell Leon Russell 
SHE-1001 BB March 28, 1970 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Monarch (promotional) Monarch 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Columbia Terre Haute Columbia Santa Maria 
 
 
 
 
 
In the issue dated September 12, 1970, Blue Thumb and Capitol Records jointly announced a 
manufacturing and distribution deal. As a result, Capitol would press and distribute all Blue Thumb 
records, including the Shelter label. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Leon Russell Leon Russell 
SHE-8901 c. fall 1970 to 1971 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Capitol issue of the album lacks the song “Old Masters,” which appears on the copies pressed by 
Columbia and Monarch. “Old Masters” was actually Bob Dylan’s “Masters of War,” sung to the tune of 
“The Star-Spangled Banner.” 
 
First Capitol pressings (1970-71) feature the Shelter “egg” logo at the left side, where it had appeared on 
the Blue Thumb release. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Later copies of Leon Russell with the SHE- prefix have the Shelter logo moved to the top of the label. 
During this run, Capitol changed the prefix from SHE- to its more familiar pricing code, SW-. As the 
transition took place in 1971, copies appeared on the market with the above (SHE-) labels and the new 
cover with the SW- prefix. 
 
Leon Russell Leon Russell 
SW-8901 c. early 1972 to 1973 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In early September, 1971, National Periodical Publications – the owners of the Superman trademark – 
announced that they were suing Shelter Records over the unauthorized use of Supie’s logo. Y’see, the 
Shelter “S” was simply the Superman “S” turned upside-down. Capitol responded by immediately 
“blacking out” the logo on all of the new printed labels. Within two months, Shelter had created a new 
“S” logo (in an egg) that didn’t look anything like Superman’s. 
 
In late January 1974, the industry scuttlebutt ran with the information that Shelter Records would soon 
be moving away from Capitol and to MCA Records. That turned out to be true, and the Shelter back catalog 
soon found its way to MCA. 
 
 
 
 
Leon Russell Leon Russell 
SR-2118 September 1974 to 1976 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The matrix numbers indicate a release date in September 1974. The MCA front cover does not have the 
Shelter logo on it but rather has the new catalog number by itself in the lower left corner. 
 
On October 25, 1975, Leon Russell asked a court in Los Angeles to assist with the dissolution of Shelter 
Records, which was losing $25,000 every month (by his account). Russell moved to Paradise Records, 
which obtained a distribution deal with Warner Brothers. However, Shelter continued to release records 
without him. Russell and his wife released a Wedding Album on Paradise in April. 
 
 



Shelter, without Russell, announced in June an agreement for distribution by ABC Records. Two weeks 
later, they heralded this joint venture with a “wedding album” of their own. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Leon Russell Leon Russell 
SRL-52007 October 1976 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The album remained on Shelter/ABC for just over two years. At the end of January 1979, ABC sold out to 
MCA. This pushed the Shelter catalog back onto the MCA label. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



At some point during the year 1979, using covers that had been printed for ABC, MCA reissued the Shelter 
line onto its MCA Coral budget label. 
 
Leon Russell Leon Russell 
MCA-682 1979 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Less than a year later, MCA stopped using the Coral label for its Shelter reissues and put them out on the 
main MCA line, with the same catalog number. 
 
Leon Russell Leon Russell 
MCA-682 1980 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At the beginning of 1981, MCA absorbed Shelter, meaning that there would be no more new releases 
using the brand. The last album came out in February, and a single drawn from the album appeared shortly 
thereafter. MCA continued to release copies of Leon Russell, but notice that these no longer bear the 
Shelter Records name or logo on the label. That brings us to the end of the vinyl LP period. 
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