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Dear Fellow Rotarian: 

“Create Hope in the World.” This year, RI President Gordon McInally has called on each and every one of 
us to find our own path to creating hope in a challenging world. Did you know that you and your club have 
done just that by being part of the Guatemala Literacy Project? In 2023-2024, 159 Rotary clubs and 27 
districts joined the GLP’s Global Grant, providing the hope of education to over 6,200 Guatemalan 
children and teachers! 

These teachers and students will benefit from a Global Grant that raised $453,038 in 2023-2024 to 
deliver the GLP’s signature textbook, computer center, primary reading, and youth development 
programs.1  

The following report includes details about the GLP’s most exciting happenings this year (spanning 
multiple Global Grants): 

• A complete list of clubs, districts, and matching funds that will help make Global Grant
#2351451 a success. THANK YOU to all of you, and especially the sponsor clubs of Downey, CA,
and Guatemala Las Americas!!

• A list of Rotarians and clubs supporting Rise Scholars and other program sponsorships.
• A list of beneficiaries, photos, & thank you letters from the Textbook, Computer, Spark, and

Rise Programs that are benefiting from your recent support of the GLP.
• Financial reports on Global Grant spending in the past two years.

Are you and your club ready to see how we can spread the hope of a better education and a better life to 
even more rural Guatemalan youth? The GLP invites you to join us in 2024-2025 to: 

• Fill out this form TODAY to pledge your club’s support for the 2024-2025 GLP Global Grant
#2463588, sponsored by the Rotary Clubs of Windsor-Roseland, ON, and Nueva Guatemala.

• Get books and computers into the hands of students by sponsoring a scholar in the GLP’s Rise
Youth Development Program. (If your club has supported GLP Global Grants for years, this is a
great way to connect your club’s support to an individual student and learn how the projects are
impacting their life!)

• Join the GLP Project Tour to Guatemala from February 2-9, 2025.

As Blanca Mactzul, a teacher at a Spark Reading Program school, says: “I am convinced that the future 
of this country depends on each child who puts in the effort to learn to read and write, hope lies on them, 
and I am sure there is a bright future ahead.” I am so proud to be a Rotarian, and to know that we are all 
working together—in so many different ways—to create hope in the world, now and in the future. 

Yours in Rotary, 

Colin Thacker  
GLP Advisory Board Chair   
Rotary Club of North Bay, ON 
colin@thacker.work  

P.S. - Please share this report with your fellow Rotary club members and district leaders. and keep 
up to date on the latest project achievements through the year at www.guatemalaliteracy.org/news! 

1 The total amount of $453,038 includes matching funds from The Rotary Foundation (pending approval). 
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Global Grant #2351451 
Hosted by the Rotary Clubs of Guatemala Las Americas 
(D-4250) and Downey, CA (D-5280) 

Funds raised during the 2023-2024 Rotary year, to benefit the GLP’s upcoming Global Grant, slated to benefit 
more than 6,200 students and teachers during the 2025 school year 
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The Worldwide GLP Family of Rotary Clubs 

Rotary clubs that have contributed to the GLP 
since 1997 
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Global Grant #2238721 
Hosted by the Rotary Clubs of Valle de Guatemala  
(D-4250) and Rice Lake, WI (D-5960) 

Projects inaugurated in February 2024 to be implemented throughout the 
2024 school year, benefiting more than 7,300 students and teachers 
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Global Grant #2238721 Project Activities 

School Name Region # of 
Students 

# of 
Teachers 

# of 
Textbooks 

1 Yepocapa Ves Chimaltenango 325 3 1,820 

2 Nueva Vida Alta Verapaz 65 4 308 

Total Students 390 7 2,128 

2024 Computer Center 

School Name Region # of Students 

1 
INEBE Con Orientación Ocupacional "DR. 
Silvano Antonio Carías Recinos" Jalapa 466 

Total Students 466 

2024 Spark Reading Program Regions 

Region 
# of 
Schools 

Year in 
Training 

Grade Levels Receiving 
Training in 2023 

# of 
Teachers 

# of 
Students 

Yepocapa 4 2 K-3, 4-6 44 1,183 

San Martin Jilotepeque A 6 2 K-3, 4-6 40 875 

San Juan Ostuncalco B 4 2 K-3, 4-6 44 1,006 

San Juan Ostuncalco C 2 1 K-3, 4-6 20 391 

San Martin Jilotepeque B 4 1 K-3, 4-6 29 661 

Sacatepequéz H (Antigua) 2 1 K-3, 4-6 31 613 

Acatenango B 3 1 K-3, 4-6 25 641 

Total 25 - - 233 5,370 

2024 Textbook Programs 
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2024 Rise Youth Development Program Schools 

Community Region 
# of Middle-

School 
Students 

# of High-
School 

Students* 

Total 
Students 

1 Santiago Sacatepéquez Sacatepéquez 45 34 79 

2 Patzún Chimaltenango 59 29 88 

3 Patzicía (Cerritos Asunción) Chimaltenango 29 14 43 

4 Las Camelias** Chimaltenango 6 6 12 

5 Chimazat Chimaltenango 22 18 40 

6 Hacienda María Chimaltenango 27 26 53 

7 Paley Chimaltenango 34 19 53 

8 Saquitacaj Chimaltenango 26 20 46 

9 Magdalena Sacatepéquez 21 22 43 

10 Pajales** Chimaltenango 0 3 3 

11 Santa Lucía Sacatepéquez 33 36 69 

12 Xenacoj Sacatepéquez 39 35 74 

13 Yepocapa Chimaltenango 78 50 128 

14 Caliaj** Chimaltenango 0 2 2 

15 Caquixajay** Chimaltenango 0 3 3 

16 Santa María Cauqué Sacatepéquez 26 10 36 

17 Chajalajyá** Chimaltenango 2 0 2 

18 Quisaché Chimaltenango 28 12 40 

19 San Bartolomé** Sacatepéquez 19 3 22 

20 San José Poaquil** Chimaltenango 42 19 61 

21 Santo Tomás Sacatepéquez 29 10 39 

22 Tecpán** Chimaltenango 17 14 31 

Brand-New Communities to Rise this Year 

22 Balanyá Chimaltenango 33 0 33 

23 San Martín Chimaltenango 42 15 57 

Total Students 655 400 1055** 

*Students who have graduated from these middle schools are enrolled in various high schools in the surrounding areas.

**Students from these schools travel to workshops being offered in other nearby communities. 

***813 of the total students are female (77%). 211 girls (and 83 boys) are brand-new to the Rise Program this year. 
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Bottom Right: Bernd Martin (Del Valle, 
GUA), Roberto Rosal (Del Valle, GUA), 
Claudia Ramirez (La Asunción, GUA), 
Patricia Raburn (Oakland, CA), and 
Cristián Monterroso (Del Valle, GUA) 
present the Textbook Program plaque 
to the school director.  

Top Left: Sally Ernst 
(Lakeshore, MI), Candace Falk 
(Rice Lake, WI), and Trish 
Hampton (Wayne, MI) present 
students at Cooperativa de 
Enseñanza in Yepocapa with 
their new textbooks. 

Center Left: The textbook 
delivery for the newly 
inaugurated Textbook Program 
in Yepocapa. 

Below: A Textbook Program student 
holds the Guatemalan flag while the 
National Anthem is played.   
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Left: Helen Anderson (E-Club of District 7610, VA) 
presents the Computer Center Program plaque to a 
parent representative from the PTA. 

Right: Paula Fox (Yorba Linda, CA) showcases the 
letter that a Computer Center Program student made 
for her using their new technology.  

Right: Mona Murray (Summit County, CO) with a 
Computer Center program student from La 
Esperanza as he teaches her about coding.  

Left: Emily Messegee (Summit County, CO), Mary 
Anne Johnston (Summit County, CO), and Ben 
Webster (Grand Cayman, Cayman Islands) present 
sporting equipment to the students of Llano Grande.
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Top Left: Don Fox 
(Yorba Linda, CA) 
presents the Principal of 
Escuela Oficial Rural 
Mixta Sigüilá with their 
Spark Program plaque.  

Center: A group of Spark 
students eagerly await to 
greet their visitors. 

Bottom Left: Two Spark 
students read one of the 
books gifted to their 
teacher’s library.  

Top Right: Two Spark 
Reading students read 
their books to Tim Lange 
(Rice Lake, WI). 

Bottom Right: A Spark 
Reading teacher shares a 
story that he and his 
class prepared for the 
visiting Rotarians. 
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Top Right: Dick and Helen 
Anderson (E-Club of District 
7610, VA) with their Rise 
student.  

Center: Janet Burns 
(Livingston-Sunrise, MI) and 
Sally Ernst (Lakeshore, MI) 
with their graduated Rise 
student.  

Bottom Right: Karen Haire 
(Leavenworth, WA) sits next to 
a Rise student as they share 
stories with one another.  

Top Left: Briceyda (Rise 
student) stands outside her 
mom and grandma during a 
home visit.

Bottom Left: Lilian (Rise 
Program Coordinator), Mary 
Anne Johnston (Summit 
County, CO), Chris Bailey 
(Grand Cayman), Simon 
Hinshelwood (Grand 
Cayman), and Vicki Hew 
during a Rise Program 
activity.



Projects completed during the 2023 school year, benefiting more 
than 7,800 students and teachers
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Global Grant #2124415 Project Updates

Global Grant #2124415
Hosted by the Rotary Clubs of Guatemala La Asunción 
(D-4250) and Yorba Linda Sunrise, CA (D-5320)
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Global Grant #2124415 Expense Report to Date 

Global Grant #2124415
Hosted by the Rotary Clubs of Guatemala La Asunción 
(D-4250) and Yorba Linda Sunrise, CA (D-5320)



Global Grant #1989785 
Hosted by the Rotary Clubs of Guatemala Oeste 
(D-4250) and Sudbury, ON (D-7010) 

Projects completed during the 2021 school year, benefiting more than 
8,100 students and teachers 
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Global Grant #1989785 Final Expense Report 
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