What's New in GERBER OMEGA™ 8.0

Introduction

Omega 8.0 was created with suggestions and requests from our customer base.
It is like a wish list of new tweaks and time saving features to speed up your production.

Major features include:

Windows 11 Compatible

Navigator Screen — Easier to navigate through your design
PDF and EPS Export Templates - savable function sets for common exports
Cut/Print time estimates

Clip Art toolbar

Improved Dimension Toolbar

File-Open Enhancements

New Effects Toolbar

Zoom 1:1

Export/Import Customize Keyboard SETS

Export/Import Layouts

Clipping Path Enhancements

More

See the table of contents of this document for a summary of features and complete information, and
visit the Gerber website for the latest information.

Click here to view a live, updated, online version of this document.
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What's New in GERBER OMEGA™ 8.0
Clip Art toolbar

Accessing your favorite/most used nine clip art PLT files is made easy with this Clip Art toolbar. When you first
attempt to use one it will prompt you to select the file to use for that clipart key. If you want to reassign a Clip
Art key you can hold CTRL when you click the button to assign a new file. The shortcuts for these new Clip Art
keys are ALT+Numpad1 for C1, ALT+Numpad2 for C2, ALT+Numpad3 for C3, etc. For convenience the new
Clip Art keys are added as a flyout to the Toolbox toolbar. To place your PLT file at scale and size of the
original file just click on your workspace where the upper left corner will be. You can click and drag to place the
PLT file to place it at the scale/size you drag it to be. Using CTRL as a modifier key when dragging to place will
maintain ratio. Using ALT as a modifier when dragging to place it will rotate your PLT file. Using SHIFT as a
modifier key when dragging to place will use your click location as the center when placing the PLT file.

Clip Art ﬂ
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NOTE: if your file name is long, some characters will be truncated from the tooltip.
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c2.plt - (CTRL click to assign file){(Alt-Numpad 2) |

Navigator

Navigation is made easier with this new Navigator window. This window can be floated over your Composer
window or parked on another monitor. You can select how to display the contents of the Navigator window
whether you want it showing filled, wireframe, or inverted of your Composer screen fill mode. You can click on
the Navigator screen to identify where you would like your Composer screen to center on making it easy to
move around within your job.
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What's New in GERBER OMEGA™ 8.0

_ A dotted box will show you where you are zoomed in on the Composer
Navigator H screen and if you prefer you can turn that dotted box off with the Toggle

S |= gl View Rectangle option.

Toggle View Rectangle - (Alt-R)|

Navigator [ | Pressing ALT-F8 will switch between the three fill modes or you can
T | _c>:|!= gl directly select the fill mode by clicking on the button in the toolbar.

Show Wireframe - (Alt-Fg)|

i Mavigator - Filled O e

Right clicking on the Navigator screen shows the
shortcuts and allow changing the options as well.

Toggle Navigator View
Toggle View Rectangle Alt-R
Wireframe Mode Alt-F2
Fill Maode Alt-F8
Invert WireFrame/Fill Mode Alt-F&

! Mext Fill Mode
v

Dimensions - Feet-inch

We added the option to show dimension in Feet-Inches.
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What's New in GERBER OMEGA™ 8.0
Effects toolbar

A very popular request is fulfilled with the addition of this new toolbar for Effects. Keystroke/time savings here
that allows you to get your work done faster. We even added the ability to bypass the following dialog screen
by holding CTRL when clicking on these buttons. By bypassing the dialog screen it will use the saved default
options for that function.

Effects B Effects B e ) Effects x|

ks(Edbulialld £x|2(68|9D|0|  ¢y|as(sa|00[20)| S| (60| 0| 0|
e ) | Effects - Stripes El;fects-La}rers (Alt+7) | Effects - Overlap

Effects n
s 2 96[50 g2

Effects - Contour (Alt+8) |

File-Open Enhancements

The preview image saved resolution is increased and is now displayed larger in the OPEN screen. You also
can utilize the data you have saved in the Description, Customer, and Keywords area. To view the data for a
specific folder change your view to details as shown below and right click one of the headings like Type or Size
and turn on the Tags, Comments, and Full Name. The Tags column will show your keywords associated with
the file. The Comments will show the Description and the Full name column will have your Customer data.
These columns can then be used to sort that data for easy file locating.

& Open X
Look in: | Sample files j £F Ed~
z"l Name Date modif.. Type Size Comments Full name Tags
) @‘gcut print estimate.plt  11/10/202...  Gerber Plot file 1,344 KB  Estimate demo  Gerber Sample
Quick access
Desktop
Libraries
This PC
@ W Preview
Netwark
£ >
File name: |cut print estimate: plt j | Open | Preferences |
Fies of type: [PLT - Gerber Plot File = Cancel
Description; I~ Embed Images Enable: Tags. Comments, and Full name
Estimate dema r
-
-
™ Suppress filter dialog boxes
-

We have provided the note Enable: Tags, Comments, and Full name in the lower right corner for your
reference when turning these on.
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What's New in GERBER OMEGA™ 8.0

Zoom 1:1

Showing your artwork at a 1:1 ratio on your screen is easy now with the new 1:1 zoom tool. The first time you
use it you will be asked to measure the width of a red box displayed. Measure this as accurate as you can for
best results. After that when you use the 1:1 option we will display the Composer design at a 1:1 ratio. This is

helpful for those times when the customer is watching over your shoulder and says “how small are those
letters.”

~ Zoom n
| aletasesasas SYVCY VIR k)|

Zoom to Actual Size X

i Zoom 131 (ALT+5Space Bar) / €
Measure the width of the red
box and enter walue.

If you change your resolution or
move Composer to another
monitor you may need to
recalibrate the 1:1. To recalibrate
hold CTRL+SHIFT when clicking
on the 1:1 button. While setting the
calibration you can also select the
focus (center location) when you
use the 1:1 zoom feature.

=] Walue: [12.835 in.

1:1 focus on zoom

Export Options Templates

Export to PDF(GSP65) and EPS now has the ability to save option sets as a template. If you Export for various
processes you may need specific sets of options turned on/off. You now can set your settings and save as an

easily selectable template. Option templates created for EPS and PDF(GSP65) can be selected in the other as
well.

Export Options X
v Export Complex Fillz as Complex Fills
~
¥ Include Color Marnes For CHYE. Colors
~
[ Corel Variants [V
r
[ Wirmls Orly r
Colar Conversion Prafile [for Spats and Yinyls)
[~ Override Here B P
|Edge 220 PracessPro CHY GerberTone Phato J Cuitter Path
¥ Make Cutter Path Shapes Colar....
Clear Fills ’7
& UseVinyl Colar " Use Pure "White Cutter Path Name .
Spats and Vinyls [ Inchude Fills for Cutter Path Shapes
£ Use CMYK [ Blend Spots with Vingls il (Pt Slieulel B
" Filled * Stroked " Meither
& CMYE Math r
" Use RGB [ Use Pure Whits
Expart Dptions Templates
Save s Delete | |E:-:|:Dlt for ¥ process j
g32ewduf DLL 7.9.018 Releasze
@ 2002-2022 Gerber Technology. All rights reserved. ok | Cancel Help |
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What's New in GERBER OMEGA™ 8.0

Windows Explorer shows preview and file save data

Using Windows Explorer you will be able to see the preview images made by Composer of your PLT files if you
have the preview pane turned on. You will also have access to the data in the Keywords (Tags). Description
(Comments), and Customer (Full name) data columns if you turn those one for that folder.

~
Name Date modi.. Type Size Tags Comments Full name

@ cut print estimate.plt 11/10/202...  Gerber Plo... 1,344 KB Sample Estimate derno Gerber

< > N
Bitmap fill justification

When using Bitmap fill you can now select the justification of the image during the filling process. See
examples below.

Bitmap Fill x

Fepeat: 3

,—
Spacing ’D—
,7

Spacing ¥: |0

&+ Scale X tofit
7 Scale' tafit

Images lacation

i
" Center
" Bottam

[[ox | ow | Cancel ‘
——
BOTIANT BOTIONP Bitmap Fill P

: Repeat  [E
BOT] BOTT Spacing x: |0
BOTT Spacing v |0
* Scale X tofit
" Scale ' to fit
B BOITT Images location
" Top
s Center
" Battorn
e BOH ok | o | cancal |
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What's New in GERBER OMEGA™ 8.0

Bitmap Fill

Repeat IE

Spacing * IU
Spacing " IU

@ Scale X tofit
" Seale Y tofit
Images location
 Top

" Center

&+ Bottorn

Bitmap Fill *

Bepeat: E

Spacing#: |0
Spacing¥: |0

7 Seale ¥ to fit
& Sgale ™ tofi

Images location

o+ Left
" Center
 Right

of | cencel |

Bitmap Fill x

Hepeat: |3
Spacing ID
Spacing ¥ ID

" Scale ¥t fit
* Scale ' to fit

Images location

Bitmap Fill X

HRepeat:

Spacing

3
Spacing % |0
1]

7 Goale ¥ to fit
@ Scale tofit

Images location

o Left
 Center

of | Cancel
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What's New in GERBER OMEGA™ 8.0

Foil adjustment alignment bars

In Omega Plot under Print Options you can now turn on Print Alignment Pattern. This option will print the
alignment bars immediately before the target. By having this on you can easily identify color to color
registration accuracy for that print. If you need to make additional prints you can easily adjust the color to color
adjustment values and this will save you from having to print it manually. We have also added a reference
section to the alignment pattern to make identifying adjustment values easier.

Tatal Fail Uzage [
This Yirwl 9348
B [ Reverse Print Order
Al irlz q348
v Multi-Spot Gradient Boost
. Frint Pattern .
Frint Order PE— v OutputJob Setings
Edit Adjust. .

v lrevert [wWarmn-Up Bar

- ¥ Print Alignmment Pattern
| Spectr... | Couble | [P'k4 | Uzagedin | ’JI\\#

404 9343

auze Before Rewind
[ Global Prime
[ Salid Prime

r

If you see numbers in the middle of the color alignment bars when you review the printed alignment bars, that
indicates Apply foil adjust was turned on for that output and also the adjust value used for that color. See below
for examples of alignment bars both with Apply foil adjust on and off and also the reference illustration.

The adjustment value to move this amount is
is -7 compared to the lines below it.

The adjustment value to move this amount is
is -3 compared to the lines below it.

The adjustment value to move this amount is
is +5 compared to the lines below it.

The adjustment value to move this amount is
is +1 compared to the lines below it.

Composer1 (QP)
Composer1 (QP)

&= This is for reference use only from here up.

Clipping Path enhancements

When making a Clipping Path we now hold onto the groups of objects being used in the Clipping Path. In prior
versions if you turned off a Clipping Path all of the elements lost Group associations. We also do not include
the original fill colors or stroke colors of your Clipping Path container in the Job Palette as that could show
colors in the Job Palette that are not actually printed objects.
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What's New in GERBER OMEGA™ 8.0
Export/Import Customize Keyboard SETS

You now can Save and Load your Customize Keyboard as sets and you can also import and export those to
be used on other computers that also have the Load Customize Keyboard option. To export a set first select
the set that you would like to export and then click on Export SET. Save the file to the location of your choice
with the file name of your choice. Perhaps | would save this one as “Jimmy keyboard set.ini” so that it is easily
identified later. Bring that file to another computer with the new Import SET option and click on Import SET and
select that file. Now you have successfully Exported and Imported a set of keyboard shortcuts from one PC to
another. You could also use this to archive your settings in case you need to reload it in the future. Clicking on
the New button will make a duplicate of the currently selected SET and allow you give it a new name.

We have included on your USB drive
some SETS that myself and some of our
testers have created. Feel free to import
them in and try them using the Import set
option. After importing them you can click
New to make a duplicate and rename it
and then delete the imported SET from
your SETS. You will find our included
SETS in the \OMEGA Extras\Customize

Keyboard SHARE sets on your USB install
drive.

Additionally now if you attempt to assign
a Shortcut Key that is currently being
using for as a shortcut you will get
prompted with the question “Are you sure
you would like to remove the old
shortcut?” allowing you to easily reassign
that shortcut without having to locate and
remove it from the original location.

P85142A

>

B Keyboard Customize * La
Category: Set Accelerator for: . This PC
Fie | |PiotFie | *
Commands: Current Keys: L‘ﬂ
Shift+F3 Network
<
Color Management... Press New Shortcut Key: g
Device Select{k)... File name:
Digitize Mew W Reset all
Description:
Acquire image from scanner,
SETS of Keyboard shortcuts: BIFTEEEr
| smmy New | Delete | Import SET
Default
Rob

|Jimm5.I Keyboard set J Save |
Save as type: INI - Gerber ini file

-
-

Cancel

Category: Set Accelerator for:
i |5elect ﬂ |F‘Iu:ut File j
| Commands: Current Keys:

_' ReAction Last Created (2) b
L 4 >

] Description:
Select all open shapes.

Assign

Press Mew Shortout Key:

| Mum 1 Reset All

Ik ®

Assigned to:

Acquire Image...

SETS of Keyboard Keyboard Customize

| [defacit blank AN

| Are you sure you would like to remove the old shorteut?

Yes Mo
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What's New in GERBER OMEGA™ 8.0

Export/Import Layouts

Save your Layouts for archiving and sharing purposes, similar to the above explained in the Export/Import
Customize Keyboards SETS. The Import and Export options are available in both the Load Layout and Save

Layout dialog boxes. If you have not used them before you can get to them by going to Window>Load Layout
or Window>Save As Layout.

Load Layout . Save Layout »
Layouts Layouts

< Default > ALL TOOLBARS

ALL TOOLBARS ALL TOOLBARS 8

ALL TOOLBARS 8 ALL TOOLBARS COMPLETE

ALL TOOLBARS COMPLETE ALL TOOLBARS new

ALL TOOLBARS new new

new Omega 7.0 Starter

Omega 7.0 Starter

Impart | Export | Impart | Export |
T
oK | Cancel Mew | Delete | oK | Cancel

Detail Edit  Dimensions = Window  Help
| | Q’| |t MNew Window

© || [pvenT GeRDE ACCT  ResetLayout
Reset Layout (Default)
0.0 0
:“ :“ :“ Load Layout...

SRR  soverstoyou. |

Cut/Print time estimates

Omega Plot 8.0 includes an estimate of time for the Gerber plotter to complete the job. The cut estimate is
using total length of cut shapes including weed border calculated at cut speed of the Gerber plotter at the
current percentage rate from settings. This value is not including dry hauls between cut shapes and
acceleration to max cut speed. If your shapes have excess points the plotter will take much longer than the
estimate. The print estimate for the Gerber EDGE printers is using the full area that any specific color exists in
the design. If, after rendering the job for output, there are areas that will not print because it is covered by
another color this is not accounted for in the estimate.

In the Job Details tab you will see both the print and cut estimates.

Job Details

Vinyl Color / Family: White / 220 Material Usage: 6,209 x 11,207 in

Repeats: 1x5 Panels: 1

Axis Swap is OFF Reverse is OFF Estimated Print Time is 32 Sec.
Plotter: enVision375-1 Frinter: GerberED'GE_FX-4 PRU-22 Estimated Cut Time is 7 Sec.

W 4 » M “Jobinfo 4 CutInfo 4 Print Info
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What's New in GERBER OMEGA™ 8.0

In the Cut Info tab you will see the cut estimate only

Job Details

iWeed Border is ON Weed Sectioning is OFF, Grid Cuts are OFF.
Pre-Shuffle is OFF Seguence Plotis OM Smart Start Point is OFF
Shapes will be cut once each Perf-Cut is OFF
Cut Rules are ENABLED

Speed = 18.0 In./Sec, Accel, = 3.0 G, Force = 3.5 oz, Offset = 0,020 In. Estimated Cut Time is 7 Sec,
M 4 » M “JobInfo ) Cutlnfo {Print Info

In the Print Info tab you will see the print estimate only.
Job Details

iColor Correction: M/A
Print Mode: 300 x 300 DPI
Conserve Foil is ON
Reverse Print Order is OFF

Target Config: Center-Left
Halftone Substitution is OFF
Backing White Foil is OFF
M 4 » M “JobInfo £ Cut Info } Print Info

MO Foils Double-Print
Auto-5ubstitution is OFF
Finish Coat is None

Estimated Print Time is 32 Sec.
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