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United States History
Section II
Total Time — 1 hour, 30 minutes

Question 1 (Document-Based Question)
Suggested reading period: 15 minutes
Suggested writing period: 40 minutes

These questions are based on the accompanying documents. The documents may have been edited
for the purpose of this exercise.

In your response you should do the following:

e Thesis: Present a thesis that makes a historically defensible claim and responds to all parts of
the question. The thesis must consist of one or more sentences located in one place, eitherin
the introduction or in the conclusion.

e Argument Development: Develop and support a cohesive argument that recognizes and
accounts for historical complexity by explicitly illustrating relationships among historical
evidence such as contradiction, corroboration, and/or qualification.

e Use of Documents: Utilize the content of at least six documents to support the stated thesis
or a relevant argument.

e Sourcing the Documents: Explain the significance of the author’s point of view, author’s
purpose, historical context, and/or audience for at least four documents.

e Contextualization: Situate the argument by explaining the broader historical events,
developments, or processes immediately relevant to the question.

e Outside Evidence: Provide an example or additional piece of specific evidence beyond those
found in the documents to support or qualify the argument.

e Synthesis: Extend the argument by explaining the connections between the argument and
one of the following

o Adevelopmentin a different historical period, situation, era, or geographical area.
o Acourse theme and/or approach to history that is not the focus of the essay (such as
political, economic, social, cultural, or intellectual history).

1. How did the Women’s Suffrage movement align with other elements of the Progressive
movement and world events of the early 20*" Century?

2. Did ratification of the 19" Amendment go far enough to guarantee all American women the
right to vote? Why or why not?
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Background Information

The summary below is for background information. Analysis of it is not required and
will not count toward the required documents.

The 19th Amendment was the first step in guaranteeing all American women the right to vote.
Achieving this milestone required a lengthy and difficult struggle; victory took decades of agitation
and protest. Beginning in the mid-19th century, several generations of woman suffrage supporters
lectured, wrote, marched, lobbied, and practiced civil disobedience to achieve what many Americans
considered a radical change of the Constitution. Few early supporters lived to see final victory in 1920.

Beginning in the 1800s, women organized, petitioned, and picketed to win the right to vote, but it took
them decades to accomplish their purpose. Between 1878, when the amendment was first introduced
in Congress, and August 18, 1920, when it was ratified, champions of voting rights for women worked
tirelessly, but strategies for achieving their goal varied. Some pursued a strategy of passing suffrage
acts in each state—nine western states adopted woman suffrage legislation by 1912. Others
challenged male-only voting laws in the courts. Militant suffragists used tactics such as parades, silent
vigils, and hunger strikes. Often supporters met fierce resistance. Opponents heckled, jailed, and
sometimes physically abused them.

By 1916, almost all of the major suffrage organizations were united behind the goal of a constitutional
amendment. When New York adopted woman suffrage in 1917 and President Wilson changed his
position to support an amendment in 1918, the political balance began to shift.

On May 21, 1919, the House of Representatives passed the amendment, and 2 weeks later, the Senate
followed. When Tennessee became the 36th state to ratify the amendment on August 18, 1920, the
amendment passed its final hurdle of obtaining the agreement of three-fourths of the states.
Secretary of State Bainbridge Colby certified the ratification on August 26, 1920, changing the face of
the American electorate forever.

Despite the success of the suffrage movement, obstacles remained for black women. In much of the
country, hurdles like poll taxes and literacy tests kept many black women voters disenfranchised until
the passage of the 1965 Voting Rights Act, which outlawed discriminatory voting practices carried out
by individual states.
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Document 1

Document-Based Question
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Source description: Joint Resolution proposing an amendment to the Constitution extending the
right of suffrage to women passed by the U.S. Senate, 19 May 1919.

L

Sirtp-sict) Congress of the United States of Sumerica;
At the Fivst Session,

BquthHlt!htGlydWMuMy,lhdM&yd\hy.
ooa th d nine bundred and ni

JOINT RESOLUTION

Proposing an amendment to the Constitution extending the right of suflmge
to women.

- -

Resoload by the Senate amd Howuse of Representatives of the United Stales
of Americn in Congress axsembled (two-thirds of ench Howse conewrving therein ),
That the following article is proposed ns an amwendment to the Censtitution,
which shall bo valid t0.all intente and purposes as part of the Constitution when
ratified by the legislaturcs of thrte-fourths of the seversl States.

“* ARTIOLE

“The right of citizens of the United States to vole shall not Le denied or
abridged by the United States or by any State on account of sex.
“Congress shall have power to enforce this article by sppropriate
legislation."’
A A P
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

/ i

Vies President of the United Stales and
President of the Senale.
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Document 2

Source description: Letter regarding proposed 19" Amendment from Ellen F. Vanderbilt

THE FEDERAL AMENDMENT

Do you realize that the Federal Amendment aims at woman’s suffrage through the legis-
latures, and is not referred to the people?

Do you realize that, if the Federal Amendment passes this session of Congress by

two-thirds majority, it will be referred to the states, and, if ratified by the
‘ legislatures of three-fourths of the states, woman suffrage becomes the law
of all the states?

Do you realize that woman suffrage has been defeated by 14 states through the will of
the people since 1913?

Do you realize that the passage of the Federal Amendment will not only nullify the will of
the people in these states, but give no opportunity for Rhode Island and
many other states to vote on the question at all ?

Do you realize that the politicians and not the people decreed presidential suffrage to
Rhode Island?

Do you realize that election expenses have been doubled in Illinois since the women
have voted there?

Do you realize that the population of Rhode Island is more than 509, foreign, and that
these people may be the special prey of pacifists and anti-American influences?

Do you realize that every pacifist is a suffragist, and that the women of the West voted
for Wilson because he had kept us out of war?

Do you realize that many leading suffragists, like Jane Addams, are pacifists, and that many
suffragists before the New York election said, if women had the vote they
would stop the war?

Do you realize that the vote of New York state, outside of New York city, defeated woman
suffrage by nearly 4,000 ?

Do you realize that it was the unprecedented increase in the socialist vote in New York
city, 142,000 against 36,000 (the highest previous vote), which gave woman
suffrage to New York state?

Do you realize that every socialist is a suffragist, and that socialism in New York city is

anti-Americanism, many leaders having left the socialist party, denouncing
it as anti-American?

It is the right of our Representatives at Washington to learn if their
constituents are opposed to the passage of the Federal Amendment for woman suftrage
at this time.

As a patriotic American, will you not ask them to vote against the
Federal Amendment, to the end that every issue may be subordinated to the one great

purpose of winning the war ? i é 2 yaa._._._w
—————
/Jas—%.wc_d‘ Zﬁduw ;

W‘BV
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Document 3

Source description: Resolution of Seattle Women’s Union Card and Label League, 3 December, 1917

2020 Jimmy Carter Presidential Library and Museum




AP United States History Document-Based Question

Document 4

Source description: Petition from women of Macon, Georgia protesting the Women’s Suffrage
Amendment

cITY OF MACON, COUNTY OF BIBB,

STATT OF GECRCIA.

TO THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES:

The vetition of the undersigned respectfully shows:
1.

That there is pending before Congress a bill to amend
the Constitution of the United States, the purvose of wch is to
eonfer the right of sifferage uvon the women of our Country.

2.

The women of Georgia whose names are signed hereto, and
on the 1ist of he petition-rs hereto attached, wish hereby to
register their solemm protest against the sald rrovosed amendament
to our National Constitution. We velieve that the provosed amend-
mend is dangerous and hurtful to hie best interests of our country
ani espeaially to the South, in that the inevitable result of the
legislation provosed would be to destroy white supremacy and
States' rignts.

Believing that the best interests of the homes,
of soclety, of he State, and of the Nation, demand that this pro-
posed legislation should be defeated, we, therefore, hereby earnest—
1y petition the Senatars of the United States and the Representa-—
tives in Corgress to vote against *his amendrent that is fraught

with © reh danger to the neace and happiness of our Section,
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Document 5

Source description: Resolution of R.I. Union Colored Women’s Clubs Supporting the Federal
Woman Suffrage Amendment

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, The women of one-fourth of the States of
the Union are entitled to vote for President in
November ; and

WHEREAS, The women of Australia, New Zealand, a
large part of Canada and several important European
countries, now vote upon equal terms with men; and

WHEREAS, The unenfranchised women of the United
States are as intelligent, law abiding and patriotic
as any women in the world, be it

RESOLVED : That we, the citizens of Providence.k.l.jn mass
meeting assembled at Congdon St. Churchg, nereby
call upon all candidates for member of the
House of Representatives and the United States
Senate to pledge their aid, if elected, by vote
and influence to secure the submission of a
Federal Woman Suffrage Amendment for ratification
by the Legislature of the several States.
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Document 6

Source description: Telegram from Augustus C. Johnson in Favor of the Abolition of the Poll Tax, 16
May 1962
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Document 7

Source description: Excerpt from Crusade for Citizenship brochure, c. 1961

”£6k0 A VO’[R IN THE SOUTH

,: p .,-. -. ~,'."-. ew

549, of potentu\l. Negro voters are in the South, Texas has the largest number regis-

lneracy laws. .«”@ s

- N

Lonunmgoncej f'{:}- t.«ﬁx number of Negroes (189,) of total registration.
"Chdfwﬁéﬁl&gto regutrants by Iegal devices has changed this.

3 3& =
-Em_v\ Phr‘isS ( county} Jurmg 1956 the voter rolls were "purged” reducing the
r o~ 5 B

Mﬂlber of Negro voters frm 5,782 to 595,

£

-k

_*‘ e .
Pohncg.l’ representatxon from the South influences national legislature far out of pro-

portion “to the number of voters.
B TRT

5

o)

Wrtb les: tban 7,000,000 voters, the South elected 92 Congressmen in 1952.

It took more than 1 8,000,000 voters to elect 113 Representatives from the North.
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