#LIF2023 - CELEBRATE OUR
'KEY-TO-THE-DOOR’ YEAR WITH US!

Liverpool Irish Festival has made it to twenty-one (festivals, that is).

Symbolically, this is the age when children are deemed to be adult and,

when you pick up ‘senior’ status in the family. Customarily, keys were
given to mark this birthday, which made us think about anniversary,

commemoration and marking time.

This year, as with any year, anniversaries straddle
everything. They mark moments of peace and terror,
love and hate, silence and noise. They document
reconciliation, struggle, searches for justice and
societal reform

Key anniversaries we'll be considering within
our programme include:

10-years since the McAleese Report

25-years since The Good Friday Agreement,
the opening of Liverpool's new Irish Centre and
the installation of the Liverpool Irish Famine

of individual freedoms and one of swift technological
advances. We bear witness to struggles for personal

identity and (collective) societal change. We can see
violent defiance and defiance for positive change.

As we consider our programme, and the anniversaries
we hope to make, we'll think about what future timelines
might look like and they might say about us, today.

We invite you to join us in that vision, into laying out your
hopes and aspirations and to thinking about what your
next big milestone might be.

Our Festival is made of stories about Irishness
and reveals people searching for -and finding- their

TIMELINE 1

1845-1852

1923 1948

thousands of years of Irish and
Liverpudlian folklore, in an energetic
romp through time and tale.

The timeline below shows a handful of meaningful events. It's a snapshot of
moments that shaped or shook British and Irish lives. They show philosophical
shifts, political activism and cultural icons move through time. For a fuller timeline

liverpoolirishfestival.com/shop

visit: liverpoolirishfestival.com/anniversary2023
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2023's anniverary list is overwhelming. As well Memorial and Trail in Liverpool
as 15-years since Liverpool became European Capital

of Culture, 25-years since The Good Friday Agreement

So, what do we do with day-to-day events?
How do we create memories for ourselves that help
us to mark time, create memories and show people

identity. We encourage you to join us in the physical
and virtual spaces we build. We hope you can celebrate,
reflect and build with us. We can't wait to see you

175-years since the seven-year migration caused
by An Gorta Mor (Irish Famine).

and 100-years of Ireland, it's 10-years since the UK we care? What are the day-to-day rituals we use to and share time with you. In the meantime, gabh ciram 175-years ago 100-years ago 75-years ago 25-years ago 21-years ago 15-years ago 10-years ago 5-years ago
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and Nelson Madela died and The McAleese Report fuel our minds? How do they build to create, share but -additionally- how far there is still to go. stretch of An Gorta born as Ireland the National Health Agreement is signed Festival holds its European Capital of Report on the changes Ireland’s
was published. and highlight life-events? Anniversary seems to be key For the Festival, we have created a imeline (Scan QR => Mor sees 1.27m becomes its own Service in the I first Festival Culture status Magdalen Laundries  abortion laws
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-and centenary or other memorials- have shown Day, your cousin’s bar mitzvah or Super Bowl parties, markers. By no means is it a complete history of Liverpool success the 25 years ago Livngﬂﬂ}

how we offer respect to lives past. Inaugurations,
coronations and installations show, perhaps, how
we offer respect to people we hold in power.

The Liverpool Irish
Famine Memorial
and Trail is installed

anniversaries (even of the years represented), but
in this list we see a world building towards a recognition

PURGFiAN CAFITAL OF SULTEER

people across the world have developed celebrations
to lay down memories, bring people together and
document their time on this spinning ball we call ‘Earth’.

previous year
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FESTIVAL INFORMATION

ACCESSING TICKETS

Where we stipulate that ‘booking is required’
you can access ticket sites via the Festival’s
website and clicking ‘Events’, or
liverpoolirishfestival.com/events

Please note we work in numerous venues
so booking links may take you to venue websites
or Eventbrite booking pages. This is normal.

Search our event pages for the event you're

looking for and the booking link button will take

you to the official ticket vendor. Events are listed
chronologically. This is the address we refer to when
stating: ‘book online’:
liverpoolirishfestival.com/events

All events are in 2023, unless otherwise stated.

Bursary tickets

The Festival is aware ticket prices can prevent
people from attending. We've done as much as

we can to keep all costs to a minimum. However, if
you would be unable to attend, on the basis of cost,
you can request a bursary (free) place. Your enquiry
should be marked ‘Bursary request’ (or similar) and
addressed to emma@liverpoolirishfestival.com
Your request will be treated with absolute
confidentiality. Where it's possible for us to provide
you with a free ticket (based on lead-time and
availability) you'll be notified how you can redeem it.

This is an honour system, designed to help those
who need it most. We ask that people are respectful
of this. Your support in ticket buying assists us

to deliver a generous Festival, with reduced

barriers to access.

Venues

The Festival takes place in many venues across
Liverpool and Merseyside. We have a full ist of
venues, with travel details, here:
liverpoolirishfestival.com/events/venues/

Strands of work to look out for

The #LIF2023 programme crosses artistic
disciplines, from niche to popular. Throughout
the Festival we're making links to anniversary,
whether through daily rituals or centenary
commemorations. We hope you'll find something
to please and surprise, entertain and challenge
you; whether via music, family activities, theatre
or discussion. To help quickly identify art forms,
use our colour key.

EVENTS KEY

FILM, ARTS AND ANIMATION 3

PERFORMANCE, LITERATURE AND POETRY

COMMUNITY, FAMILY AND SPORT 3

To identify work strands, use these symbols:

9 In:Visible Women and women'’s work
@ Family
? Nook and Cranny Spaces

Irish Famine Trail, identity
and heritage

= LIVERPOOL IRISH FAMINE TRAIL AND AN GORTA MOR

What
fills my
heart?
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WHO ARE WE AND
WHAT ARE WE ABOUT?

Liverpool Irish Festival brings
Liverpool and Ireland closer
together using arts and culture.

We provide access to Irish culture through
participation, creative ingenuity and value
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#LIF2023’S
THEME:
ANNIVERSARY

Liverpool Irish Festival
has made it to twenty-one

LIVERPOOL
IRISH
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liverpoolirishfestival.com

Exhibition coming

to Liverpool!
50;.);ea_@"' of the Irish in Britain
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Start planning your visit now!
Discover more on Ireland.com

Movember 2023 Tour
Sat 4th - Liverpool Metal Culture
Sat 18th Liverpool Th
B
yd Liverpool Athen:
Sat 25th Lancaster The S

Sun 10th - Salford

Thiu 2:3n
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Fill your heart with I I'E|a I1d &

Edge Hill Station
sacler, Calderstones

Arms

Symbolically, this is the age
when children pick up ‘senior’
status in the family. Customarily,
keys were given to mark
this birthday.

for money. Our festival is accessible, fun and high
quality; taking you to many parts of the city.

—
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#LIF2023 provides artful, cultural storytelling via
traditional and contemporary creative practices.
We involve you, your friends and

family in activities that reflect and share

Ireland’s history and its influence

on Liverpool.

A A = Hi g #
i . A Ghost Story by Charles Dickens

=
==

It's perhaps not surprising that anniversaries
are on our mind this year. It's 15-years since Liverpool
became European Capital of Culture, 25-years since
The Good Friday Agreement was signed and 100-years
of the Republic of Ireland.

As a commissioner;

a showcase for diverse expression
and as an international collaborator,
we build a dynamic, inclusive

and affordable programme.
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So, what do we do with day-to-day events? How do we
create memories for ourselves that help us to mark time,
create memories and show people we care? As Festival
organisers we host and share work, create spaces
for conversation and invite you to join in.

=
=

We proudly challenge
assumptions and celebrate
Ireland’s multifaceted
creative life.

=

IRISH CREATIVE oo
WRITING

HALLOWEEN

2y OCTOBER HALF TERM 2023

This year, as with most, anniversaries straddle everything.
They mark moments of peace and terror, love and hate, silence
and noise. They document reconciliation, struggle, searches for
justice and societal reform. We encourage you to look at the programme
and pick some events to attend that will help you mark an occasion.

The Florrie | 377 Mill St | Liverpool | L8 4R

Opens Wednesday 8 November until Sunday 12 November | Free entry | All welcome

i

ety ta,- Reasgria

S=—]

/ We're looking forward to meeting you. You can also follow us on

o i s Al e ey Come along and hear stories of the lives and experiences of the Irish

community over the past 50 years in this specially curated national
exhibition of personal oral histories.

Join ArtsGroupie CIC and unleash your
creativity with our brilliantly fun Creative
Writing Werkshops

Pick up your newspaper for more of everything.
including news, events and stories!

. o i An open house celebration of the unique contribution of Irish migration to modern Britain.
liverpoolirishfestival.com/news for all features.

Liverpool
Also touring to: = , lﬂSI'I
Centre
6 Boundary Lane

Liverpool

Made possible with

|
Herltage London: Irish Cultural Centre 1-5 Nov
F nd Leeds: Slung Low 15-19 Nov
© u Birmingham: ThinkTank

22-26 Nov
The exhibition is part of a heritage project created by
the national charity, Irish in Britain, with the support of the
National Lottery Heritage Fund, to mark its 50th anniversary.

Bringing Liverpool and Ireland closer
together using arts and culture.

liverpoolirishfestival.com

FESTIVAL FUNDERS FESTIVAL SPONSOR

Our Workshops are:

Sign Up « FREE!
ArtGroupie

@outlook

Fill your heart with

Ireland&

www.irishinbritain.org

LIVERPOOL [+ ]

' Children Age 9-12

.com Creative and Fun
Safe and Supervised

Company Limited No.4800736. Registered Charity No.1100126



