Part 2 - Teaching democracy and human rights

Assessment of students, teachers and schools

Work file 2: Perspectives of assessment

Internal and external assessments enable a person to get a picture about his/her own status of learn-
ing and to develop further steps on the way. Both kinds of assessment also help to set new goals.

All people are used to assessment by other people. By being assessed by other people one receives
feedback from students, teachers or parents.

Self-assessment describes the ability to estimate oneself and to draw the consequences thereof. It is
an essential instrument to support learners in their autonomy and to guide them out of the pure
dependence on teachers’ feedback. Students who are able to estimate themselves realistically develop
a better picture of their own self and will be less endangered to feel insecure. They will be less
dependent on feedback and praise and can interpret reactions of teachers more adequately.

Self-assessment and assessment by others do not have to be congruent completely but should be
heard in joint meetings, thought over and discussed. A student does not see herself/himself automati-
cally in the same way the teacher does. Different viewpoints have to be laid out and discussed.
Thereby, blind spots, narrowed perspectives or fixed pictures can be corrected. Students have to learn
step by step how to estimate their own competences and abilities as well as how to give feedback to
other students, how to accept feedback and discuss it. Through this step-by-step approach self-
assessment and assessment by others become more congruent.

Step 1 Step 2

Self- Perception Self- Perception
perception by others perception by others

little congruence bigger congruence
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