Taking part in politics: settling conflict, solving problems

Lesson 3
Applying the policy cycle model
Research task

This matrix sums up the information a teacher needs to plan and deliver the lesson.
Competence training refers directly to EDC/HRE.

The learning objective indicates what students know and understand.

The student task(s), together with the method, form the core element of the learning process.
The materials checklist supports lesson preparation.

The time budget gives a rough guideline for the teacher’s time management.

Competence training Methods: project work.

Political analysis and judgment: describing and judging a process of political
decision making.

Participation and action: responsibility, exercising liberty.

Learning objective The students understand the policy cycle model and can apply it to any piece
of information on political decision making.

Student tasks The students apply the policy cyle model to a concrete issue.

Materials and resources | & Student handouts 6.1 and 6.2. Newspapers.

Method Project work.
Time budget 1. Group work. 35 min
2. Debriefing. 5 min

This lesson is devoted to group work. The students work independently, and they are responsible for
their work. They are therefore expected to collect all the information they need.

The teacher may choose to support the groups by supplying some sources of information, e.g. sta-
tistics, school texthooks, copies of the constitution, or access to the Internet.

The teacher watches the students at work; their strengths and weaknesses in working without the
teacher’s guidance - as they will have to after leaving school - indicate their needs in skills
training.

The teacher calls the students to attend a short debriefing round in the plenary session. The teacher
and students plan the presentations in the following lesson; if a group has not finished, it is the
students’ responsibility to find a solution to the problem.

First, the group should explain why they feel they are not “finished”. Do they have additional infor-
mation they have not read yet? Or are they dissatisfied with the scarce amount of information that
was available?

The most preferable option is to leave the problem as the group’s responsibility. This sounds tough,
but it resembles reality in adult life. The learning opportunities for the students outweigh the faults
in their presentation. A feedback after the four lessons is necessary, and sufficient time must be
allowed for this. An alternative solution would be to give the students an additional lesson. This
option is more suitable if the majority of the students have not finished their work.
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