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PREFACE 

'rhe 'beg inning of' t he Oivil ~tJar is now one hundred 

yea.rs distant, and in tha t time €>notlgh studies ha.ve been 

ritten abOut it to paper the walls of the Pentagon . There 

wouldn 't t seem to be anything left to write about it . But 

the w~r 1$ perhaps America! s most important, certainly). ta 

most tragic event , and controversy about it surv ives to 

demand eontinued study and rease.rch. It 1s doubtful t hat 

Amer1,cans can ltnow too much about such a grea t , i nfluent1a l 

event . The events under oonsideratlon in t his paper are a.n 

insepar able part ot t he war . They are relatively unknown, 

off the beaten path. but they aX's nevertheless ifl!portant . 

'i'hey lend a6.dl t l ona l color and Variety to the war, which 

make it t hn t much more reaogn1zable a s a human event . 

The 'Protagonist ofthls narrative , John 'l'uroh1n , is 

an example ot t he varied persona11ty of the ~ar . He WQS 

born a Oossaok, was thus representative of t he new imm,·-

gration of t h e mid-nineteent h oentury to this oountiry from 

ltastern Eul"ope . Names like lrX'zyzanowsk,l and Ml haloo zy were 

no lOrl8,"ex' unpronouncea'bleexoeptions to the monotonously 

~/egt European oharaoter of the flaw of i mmigrants, but 

ind.ioations t hat t he nation was drawing signifioant strengt h 
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from new 6ourCes . But Turchin also deserves study 1n his 

own right , and it is wrong to ass i gn to him any symbolic 

status or to asoribe a.ny typical attributes to his person­

ality. He was in fact a oompl ex man who seemed t o get into 

compl1cated situations . He has been handled rather badlY by 

historians , who, intent on some other subj ect, drop h i m an 

i naccurate , insensitive footnote and pass on. He deserves 

better trea t ment--at least he meri ts this t hesis . 

Thi s wo rk 1s i ntended as a contr ibution to t he il lf1&r 

et'fort fi one hundred year's af t er and as the story of a 

remarkable indi vidual. !t 1s thus certa i nly a worthwhile 

undert aking . 't!hether it 1s suooessful i s another matter. 
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OHAPTj<~R I 

A COSSACK BECOMES AN APiERICAN 

Ivan VIsl1 ' evich Turohe.ninov 

I van Vasil ' evich Turohanlnov was born on January 30, 

1922 t 1n the city of' Novocherkassk. on the main ate f the 

Don River 1n Russ ia. Th1s was Oossack oountry--Novocnerkassk 

was the oap1tal of t he Don Cossa.ck Region, once an obstrep­

erous, 1ndependent Oossack military state, which was absorbed 

and subjugated by the Russian li,;mplre-.... and Turchanlnov waS 

Cossaok. Little 1s known of his family,l except tha t his 

father was major in the Russ ian Army. Atter thr year 

in an ordinary school , eleven- year-old Ivan entered a gymn"' ­

~1um in Novocher kaesk. Then 1n lS36 a t the aRe of fourteen 

he enrolled 1n the artillery a.oademy at St . Petersburg. Thi s 

"Tae the beginning of a successful , eventful mill ta:t:'Y' career'. 

hlch "las to cover twocontinente . 2 

i Mat erlal on TurchanlnQv before he came to the United 
tatea 1s not plentiful, so the story of 'rurcb1n 1 e Cossack 

years presented here 1s vague 1n parts . There is researoh 
on Turohanlnov now go ing on 1n the Soviet Unlon, and I hope 
that, when published. it w111 solve thls probl em. 

2V. Chernorudy1, "Gr anltaa kazach'ego goeudarstva­
Kazak11 lezh1t nll ostr1e kazach'ego per a [ The frontier of 
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The Artillery Academy was .an excellent school with 

broad mil itary curr i oulum. In addition to education i n t he 

rt of shot and ahell--mat hematicB; meoha.nics , gunnery , 

ballistios, and eng1neering--Tl.\rohanlnov reoeived tralnln 

2 

in t he other ar ms of the service . Cavalry and i nfan try 

instruction were i mportant parts of a oadet' s studies . Thus 

t he Artillery AcadertlY off ered more oomprehensive tra i ning 

than, say , t he U. S. tlll itary Academy a t 'tlest POlnt, which 

was pri marily des i gned for instruotion in engi neering . 

Young Turchanlnov graduated i n 1941 , atter five year 

s tudy, a.nd \iaS po a t ad w1 th t he rank 0 f en sign to t he hoI's e 

rt1l1ery i n t he Don Cossaok Region. wheli'e he served for 

nearly ten year s . hen a Russ i an ar my invaded MOldavia and 

Wallach1a 1n 1949 as a prelimi nary move to intervening 1n 

the r evolution 1n Hungar y, rrurohanlnov t nON a lieutenant, 

the Cossack stat e , r.azakia ~ rests em shar p Cossack pens ) , Ii 
The Cossaoks Life, No. 100 (June, 1961) , 26; Atlas :tetorii 
838Ft [ A£1a6 of the histo ry of the USSR ] <3 vols . ; ilosoow: 
ffii!ii Bureau of' Geodesy and Cartogr aphy J 1959) , II , Illap 6; 
"John B. TlJrch1n, II Article from G. Chioago NewepapeI', 
February 6, 1(~66, in t he Char le51 Har pel Scrapbook, Chios;go 
Historioal SOCiet y, p. 9t; hereaft er oited as Har pel Scrap­
book ; Alfred ~~ordeoal, t4111 t ar N: Commission t o Europe 1n 1S55 
and l S56 (vlashl ngton , lS6I> , p . 2I. Sever al dates ha.ve been 
f~1ven f or '!'urohan1nov' s birth. For example, the data on his 
s rav e .1n Mound City, rl11nol a , 10 Deoember 2it . [ "tf . G. 
Glaskow~ "Genera.l I . V. 1'urchanlnov ll (unpublished article in 
'u9sian , 1961 or 1962) , p. 3. ] I t should be t he oorrect one . 

Nevert heless I have dec1ded to aco ept t he date given i n t he 
Harpel olipping , because it 1s appar ently baaed on 1nfQ~m~ ­
t10n Turchin hi mself supplied. 



"as sent w1th his ba ttery to Join the army in Poland pro­

teetlng l ts northern flank . By this t i ne his work must have 

been attr acting fa.vorable notice , for in 1850 he was selected 

o study at the Hilitary Aoademy in eters'bur 3 

The !tusslan ~rmy was huge--the army alone which made 

the Hungarian oampalgn numbered OVal' l60 ., OOO men , wi th eorp 

strengths of 4,,000- 50,000 and division strengths of 12 , 000-

13 ,000 men--a..t'ld 1t was t he function of the Military Academy 

to provide ~loked officers with e neeessar'Y speoial prepa. -

rat10n for staff or oommand positions wi th such large bod1es . 

Among the subjects t aught there \"e1'e strategy , military 

history, topogr~phy, geodesy, and mil i tary sta tistios and 

dministration. I t was an elite school , the equivalent 0 

the modern 'ltla.!' or ataff college , and. I. t t.,as a distinct honor 

for 'l'-urchanlnov or anyone else to study t here . He special­

ized in t he area handled by t he department of t he e t a t ~aJor~ 

whioh 1n Russia.n and European armies was a separate seotion 

char ged v lth handling mat ters of logistios, organi zation, 

Veterans Adm1nistra ­
B. Turchin ' s ~111-
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ndadm1nistratlon to relieve the field commanders of these 

not strictly militnry duties . The latter then had more time 

to devote to t act1.ca.l and. strategic problems . lihen he was 

r aduated from t he aoademy in 1952 ~ Turchanlnov added another 

distinction to h1s record. It was the awal'd of asllver 

medal denoting the superi or quality of his work there . This 

1n turn led t o the assignment tQ handle the duties of ~taj; 

major on the staff ot the tsarevioh, Gr and Duk.e Alexei 

(later to beoome Tsar Alexander Jl ), who commanded t he Corp 

of the Guards . Turohanlnov WaS now a seoond captain . It 

seemed certain t ha.t he ha.d a brilliant future ahead of h1m 

in the Russian Army. 4 

But 'l'urohaninov was foremost a Cossaok and seoondly a 

soldier; and however m\lch his pro.feeslonal sucoesses may 

heve satisfled h1mt he was not capable intelloctually or 

emotionally of renounoing hie na.tionality or his bitterness 

at its trea tment by the Piussian governmen t . Originally, in 

the seventeenth oentury, the Oossacks under their het 
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( leader or ohle:f'), Bohdan Khme lnlteki, had acoepted the 

roteetlon 01' t he Muscovite tsar aga1nst t he oppression of 

Olanu and the :;;011sh l andlords in the Ukraine . Khmel ni tsk1 

had led t hem 1n revolt against Poland i n l64S, hopln~ to 

wring by fOt"cG bet t er treatment from t he 1ntransigent ;:.rol ish 

rt~n t!'y . But tne 1';1ar dragged on 'Wi t hout any durable benef1 t 

to t he Cos sacks; and when Tsar Alexe1 offered the rotectlon 

nd support against Poland, Khmelnltak1 and t he other 6sac lt 

leaders accepted . 'fhe form81 pact bet ween Russ i a. and t he 

Cossac k territories wt\s oonoluded in the city of Pereyaslavl t 

1n 1654 . In t heory this Treaty of Pereyas l avl ' gave t he 

Cosaaclts autonomous, pr a ct1cally independent sta tus . The 

connection with Russ i a Wa s only through the person of the 

tsar. 5 

nut events took quite a diff erent oourse. .hmel -

nt tsk1 and his lieutenants soon lear n.ed. They hed 'ianted 

hell) in their struggle for fr'eedom agains t Poland, flput 

ljuscovy appeared to look upon Ukraine [ t he Cossack l andS} 

s a new terr itoria l aoquls1 tion for herself t over which st.e 

lshed to /:t'a i.n comple te cont rol . 1,6 The Ukr aine never Sat,T 

1nde"Dendenoe aJ;!:aln , for in t he years and centuries after 

Pex'eyaslavl' t he tsarist government deviated only for brief 

5z.t l ehael lJi"ushev sky . J . 
~'reder1ksen ; New H Pl) · 
277-9 

6 Ibid. , pp. 276-77· ........... 
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intervals trom this polley of subjugation. For example , in 

170S Tsar Peter I destroyed theterrHorial integrity of the 

Don Cossack l end, redIstributing 1t among other hussian 

provinces nd arrogated to himself t he right to select t he 

Don Hetman. The other Cossacks Buftered similarly, and in 

'urchaninov I s era they retained only a tew mill tary privl -

lerras in reoogn1tion of their excellenc f i ghters . l.'hey 

ere in f act perfectly fearles s , feroc i OUS horsemen, consi­

dered by some the best irregular cavalry in the world. ? 

Ther e ,,;ere naturally men , Cossaok officers and i ntel ­

lec t uals , who too k pri de 1n .and drew strength from the 

Cossaok past , lmo deplored the plight ot t heir people a.nd 

wor ked to 1mprove it . Ons of these ~'as Vasl11.1 Dmi treevich 

ukhorukov, Don Cossack eftic,er and h1storian and an 

a cquai ntanoe of Pushkin and Belinski1. 8 Sul!:.ho ruJtov wae the 

leader of a group which had as its a.i m "broadest self ... 

over nmen t tl tor the Don Cosaacks . 9 'furohan inov Joined 

7Ib1d• , p . 476; V. Ohernorudyl, "Vel11i.06 Vo1sko 
.. ubanskoe-t'The Great Kuban Cossacks1, 11 The Cossacks Li fe, 
tSo. 110 {A.pri l , 1962) , 15; Mor deca i, P . I S. . 
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ukhorukov 's circle in NCH70cherkasek while he w serving 

wit h the horse artillery. It took oertain amount of 

torti tude to rtssooiate himself 'fIl t h $ukhorultov , since the 

latter had been arrested several t1mes end was definitely 

olltica11y suspect . But Turchanlnov t-laS young man J then 

i n M.B twenties, and excessive caution was never one of his 

person 1cs . Besides , the intellectual cl1mate 

of t he ~ukhorukov Group must he,va been refreshing to him 

compared with t he parochia.l atmosphere of the army barracks.1' 

Turohan inov lg feelings about t he condition of his 

people were so stron;r that be wrote a. poem about it in 1647> 

a 10n mouldering ode to h i s nat i on, whletl crea ted quite a 

stir in Cossack intelleotual circles . It w neve);" prlnted - -

even fifty years l ater a writer explained that it was still 

too hot to publish beoause of' II the '01 tternesa of the resen t­

ruent whioh he L'l'Ul'chanlnov] expressed at the relationshi.p of 

Peteraburg rUle to the Don Oossacks . "ll HOfAever, 1t was 

widely circula ted fro m hand to hand and WaS copied end 1'e­

oonied many t1mes . But poetr'Y do ean t t win battles, and 

autocrat ic t sardom was a. po,"Jerfu1 enemy with many resources . 

The Poles d the Hungarians had tried open revolution and 

lOIbld . , Chernorudy1 , tI Gran 1t sa ka2.ach I ego ;;;osudarstv 
. , " Tffif1Jo$sacks tife, No . 100 (Ju!la~ 1961), 2b . 

llA. Karasev", li N. V. Kukol 1 nlk ne. Donu l N. V. }(ukol l -

nlk on t he Don J ,iI Russkl1 ,Arlth1ve [ 'rhe Rus s i an Arohive ) , 
H~94, Pt . 2 , p •. 591. 
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had paid in 'blood for the unsucoeesful experience. With this 

gloomy example before them) the Cossacks ana Turchanlnov 

could not have been confident of winning their struggle. 

Turchanlnov' s poem esoaped the notice of Tsar Nicho­

las l omnisoient p011ce 1 but it 1s extremely doubtful that 

hi s Cossack politica l aotivities did. Yet t here he ivas i n a 

pos ition of trust on the s t atf of one of t he mighty. :H i 

t;01H1cs a.ppa.r ently hlld no eiisc t on hi s a l'my Career. I n 

f ae t, when we.!' seemed oertai n in 1~54- , he dre'ltl an a ss i gnment 

whioh lndicatedonly the highes t confi dence and r espect by 

hie superiors. Ar my high command was 'Worried. about poss ible 

rltlsh naval activity in the Baltic Sea , and it therefore 

o1"t1ered Captain 'l'urel'lan1nov to go and reconno 1. ter the sho 

01' the Gulf of F'1nland from the 01 ty of Narva to St . .l'ete 

burg t a distance of some sixty miles. 'l'Urchan1nov was to 

:find t he spots most f a.vorable to an amphibious l anding-­

because of favorable phYSical conditions or weak detenses--

nd t o reconnoiter all roads from Na.rva. to t he oapltal an 

select t he bes t points a t which to reSist such a move. if 1t 

progressed toland. He was also ordered to designa te the 

t Yee of defense works to be built to protect these cr'itlcal 

l oca tions along t he coast and roa.ds . In 1'1a:rch when the gulf 

RS stll1 frozen. 'I'urchanlnov and a na-va l officer set out on 

t heir .lournay, first ;;Jl"ooeedlng a long the ooast . When they 

1nished , their recommenda tions were read to Grand Duke 
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Alexei, who approved them and d1Z'(lcted tha t they be carried 

out . Turcha,ni.nov 1'laS rewa.rded w1th a promotion to colQnel J 

and ';Ilhen the GUards went to Poland in 1955, he vlent with them 

a.S Alexeits senior staff officer. He was thirty- four years 

old. 12 

Turohanlnov Beoomes Turchin 
l' 1 . 

The a.ssignment to 1:'ol and seemed to be simply another' 

'Cromo tion . Actually it was more t han that! it was Tur­

ehanlnov 1 s first step towal'd depa.rture from the l1uss1an 

Empire forever. I t led also to marriage to one Nad1ne Lovov, 

Pf'arently the daughter of a lius8, :1.atl offle er stationed 1n 

Poland and strongeharaoter for certain . She was n,rm and 

Qutspolten in her convictions and l!BS acoustomed to act upon 

them. She had .served as ;it. sort of mother ... lmage -exeouttve 

offioer 1n her fatherts command. e.s ahe later d1.d 1n her hus-

band's . ahe wes thug, like 1'1lrohanlnov, a produot of ar my 

lii"e . On tl.ay 10, 1856, ehe and he ·y'1cre r.1arried. 6he was 

t hen twenty ... nine yetn:ss Old.. This was about t he time thfi'i.t 

,/;,urehaninov finally deoided to leave RU~$la ) and 1. t . 1s likely 

that Nadine strongly supported this dechion. l ) 

12Sarpel 8oI'!lpbook} p. 9g; Veter an's Admln1atrat1on, 
ii 'l'uro-nin t s Military Hieto;t'y til p . 4. 

13Vetera.n I' s Adminis tra.tlon , Letter ft'om the Bureau of 
Pensions to Nrs . A. An1kouchlne , July 29 , 1932 , Pension 
Appl1oat ion File t1C 532315; Glaskow, IIGeneral I . V. Turona­
n1nov, tI :po 3; ~lary ~. Llver!ilore~ K~ Story ,of t il~. ";-1ar 
(Harttord., Oonn. , 1999 L pp. 11'+-L . 



t t he f inal cho i ce hed to rest wi th Turchanlnov 

himself. In Russl a. he could anticipate r api d adv8.ncemant 

and wi d.e recofl;nltlon 1n a profession he enjoyed. If he 

l eft, t h1s would be forfeited, and. t here was no guarant ee 

10 

that he would f ind a satisfy1ng life abroad. But he was a mO f Q\ 

man and , unlike so many professional men, he never deluded 

h i mself by divorcing h h 'l'lorlt from t he end to which 1 t con­

tribut ed. In t he Pas t he had served 1.0 t he Hungarian and 

Ori mean cal.!l'pui gns , neither ot them noble undertakings , and 

t he way things were in Russ1a , he could only expe·at sim11ar 

W8.%'S of aggr andizement a nd suppression 1.0 t he future . He 

waS equally pesslmlstl0 about t he prospects ot his people. 

He saw t hem &nd others oppressed , but be could see no effeo-

tive way t o help t hem. The time had co me when life 1n 

Russia had 'beoome so distasteful to hi m t hat he could t hink 

erlously of abandoni ng it for a new start somewhere elae. 

In 18,6 he decided to leave Russi 

When t he Cr i mean War ended 1n 1856. Turchan1nov wa 

ordered to go to Petersburg to prepare qua.rters for t he 

Cor ps of Guards whi ch was to a ttend the corona tion of the 

new tsar , Alexander' II. Instead of go.lng there he wangled 

a one-year leave ofabsenee by reason of 111 health with 

pel"misa1on to reoupera te a t l:1a rlenbad 1n Austria -Hungary . 

But onoe t he 'l'urchan 1.nov s were out of t he Russian Emp1r." 

t hey d1dn 1 t stop travelling until t hey renChed London . 



There t hey mi ngled t,.l1 tn the various national exile groups 

and. met t he famous Russian expatriate, A.lexander Herzen 

(Gertsen) . There were also American army offioers. engi -

11 

neers preparing to make a geodetic survey in L.ondon, and 

t hey persuaded f!'urchaninoy to come to the Un! ted ~tatea and 

'~!ork_ on it wi th them. 'rhey landod in New York in Augus OJ, 

1$56. Unfortunately Congress , as Congresses 7dll , failed to 

vote the l)!,pproprlation for t he SU.rvey . Hence the 'i'urch;anln ... 

ova were stranded, but they at lee,st learned at firs t h.s,nd 

',"ho controlled the purse in the U. S. governme.nt . ~';hethe:r 

they wex's lntr-igu.ed by this rather perverse eXeJIiple of 

representat ive government is not known. but they dld declde 

to settle in Amerloa. 14 

"~hy Amer1ee.'f It is not hard to guess . 1'urchanlnov 

had left Russin to esoape restrietitre ,. oppressive government 

and the unpleasant lite it produced.. It vias only natural 

that he should ohoose the oountry vlhere individual l1berty 

was enjoyed t/li th the most unl i nti ted eX1:)ression . Sukb.orukov 

had spent three years 1n Philadelphia in the 1830's) and he 

must have communicated hie i mpressions of Ja,okSOnlah Amerioa 

to 'l'urcha-nl.f1ov . In letter to Ma rzan which he wrote 1 

1959, TUl"ohin ('I'Urchaninov) himself expla.lned that he had 

'. 

14Har pel scrapbook, p. 9g .; Veterans Adm1n:lstratlon. 
"Tut'ahln ' a Milita.ry His tory,!\ p . 4; .ralileS }i'enton, IlA Sketch 
of Gen. Turohin's ll:t'e,11 MS Records of J ames Fenton , Nine­
teenth I l11no1s Volunteers , Pt . Ii , p . 2~ ral mer Collection, 
"1eatern Heserli~ Historical SoCiety, Ol eveland. Ohio. 



come to the Un1ted 3tatea to ulook ollrefully at the only 

republic existing in our century, and to be satisfied in 

faot and by my own eyes of its high value. u1:J He had seen 

the diffioult pos1t1on of the national exiles in London. 

12 

'rhey "'~'ere all more or less revolutionaries who had kent 

their national 1dentl tles and a tenuous connection \'/1 th 

the1r homelands . But their contaot wi t h the mass of the 

91'1 tish people sl.trI"oundlng them was minimal a.nd their U.ves 

~'lere as result voluntarlly restricted. 1 t he other hand 

the Uni ted St ates offered, at t he sacrifioe of the i mmi­

grant's former identity, a wide spectrum of chOice to any 

who would wi thout reservation become part of its lite . And 

to .a man of Tureho,nlnov ' s capacity tor living , the right 

ohoice mus t have seemed obvious. 

The 'turehaninovs began t heir new lite as fa.rmers on 

Long Island, thirty-five miles from Brooklyn, New York. 

They quiokly ran through the sta.ke Nadine's s.avings had 

;provided--even 1n the best ot times farming is a financially 

haz.ardous enterprise, and lS,6 was not the best of times and 

besides J nef thaI' I van n(1) Nadine kneW' anyth1ng about ~r1-

culture. After a. year t hey sold the far m and moved to 

hl1adelphi a where John--h1s name was John Basll Turohin 

ze. osvob02.h .. 
the Ifree ­

New tiusslan 
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now--s t ud1ed. at an engineering oollege . In H~5S the 'l'urohins 

pi cked up again and went west to a. small town in southern 

Illi nois ca lled Mattoon . Mattoon wasn't; muoh ~ but it was 

the '"est--a more "dde open. leas rigid soolety--al1d TUI'Qhln 

found employment there as an arahi teat. 'l'he 11urohins might 

have rerr.a. l ned in I'-tattcon , but John waS offered a promising 

Job as topogr aphioal engineer by a company with a future, 

the robust , expanding Il11n01s Central Ra ilroa.d in growing 

Chicago . But Mat toon w the :pleae where TUl'cld.n first put 

down roots i n Amerl cat fat' it was here that be joined the 

Republioan Party , beginning as assooi at i on that was to l ast 

until hie death. And 1t was the Republican Part y of I l linois; 

the TUl"chins had found state . a home , and though they lett 

3. t several t 1mes , they abrays returned.. In fact, each of 

them would 11-.re to dr aw a pension as citizens of the state of 

Ill inois . Turohin lmmed.1ately began 1I-!or k with the IllinOis 

Central when he and Nadine reached Chioago . The year was 

1859, the yellr of John Srown. 16 

The Turohaninova had aohi eved a seoul'S, eatlst'yl ng 

new Ufe . In his letter t o Herzen , wruten from tJlattoon, 

Turchin made some typi oally forceful oomments about it . fir 

live by dra~11nga and pl ans , ll he wrote . itl am an excellent 

draft sman and a very good. pa1.nter, and generally a good 

" - --'---.-~-. 

16UTUreh8.fllnov. -. TurQh1o} Pres ident Lttncoln ' a Brig.adier," 
The Cossack . Q:uarterlz, ! \ W1nller, 1962) , 2 .... 



drawer . And; It he added proudly, III a.m secure from \'Jant •. 

1 thank America for one thing: it helped me kill on the 

spot a nobleman's preJudioes and lowered me to the rank of 

14 

n ordinary mortal . " 'l'here ls obviously happiness here , ano 

hint of 1"e11e1' . He was never an undlsorlmlne,tlnf~ admirer 

of American soc lety) but 1 ts freedom and openness, oontz'lasted 

with life i n the · Russ ian .€mpiret seemed to exhl11rate him. 

II I have been reborn, It he went on- ... the wor ds dance! II No work., 

no labor 1s terrible for me, no situation terrifies me . It 

1s a.11 the same to me , whether I till the so11, carry manure. 

or sit with great scholars of my new land and t alk about 

astronomy. til? 

But this aohievemen t exacted its own high price . Th 

Turchan1novs were J when t hey arrived In t he United $tates, 

square pegs . involuntary individualists isolated. from their 

ne"Jl neighbors by l anguage and previous experienoe . ·rhe 

lanRuageproblem didn 't l a-It , for they soon lea.rned enough 

'""gUsh to meet the1r da11y needs . But the old ways of 

living died hard and the new ways were diffioult to under-

s t and. The problem was 1n n way symbolized by the ohange of 

names . n Turchan 1 novt1 h~d to go . It was s i mpl y too big 

mouthful for moat Americans of the HS;O ' s . lg 'ilvan Vasil ' -

evich Turcilanlnovll thus became "John Basil 'l'uroh1n . " But 

the emotional eftectsof th1s change were more complicated 

l7Grot~ Novoe Rusakoe ~novo , ~Jlay 2, 1960. 
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than til ~e oct itself . the spirit of it d1sered1ted the 

past, cal.led it'l.to qu.estion the V'''llue of th~ yaara in Etusa1a. 

ltnan were f'eatullO$ ¢1 tru;rt past life whioh "",are dear to 

.John and Nad1ne;, €md whioh they eou1d not t021:et, wh10h in 

fact they llfOu:ld o(r\ITY w1 t11 ther .. ; to their grave J . Hence , n 

matter' how ';!Tell the T'Ilreh1ns adapted thClllsol'!J¢s to the11? n 

11fe, (tile. ev ents showed them exoept1onelly sl.lacessful)( i.n 

.oin~ so) they would l'Ieve;r' shake all the t:raC9s ot the old 

.one or the pain ot reoalH.ng 1 t .. 'these vest igEle remained 

entwtned 1n th~1r l1iorles t and ~ dd t1m8S they would pop 

to 'the aurfaoe ~d'Ch startling ana, e.s it heppened. ;nu'­

reach1ng etteots . 

J!' ""... - P ' Q _1;ilo/iioIP W . 

15 . . . Ther e 1s tbe stovy of ~·n:adimlr KrzyzllntH4Sk1 . rzy .... 
;.nOlllS}!! was a ;"011&h cltile who became a e olonel 1n the 

Union e.rl'$y a.nd served wi th dietlno t10n on sany rlelds~ 1001\1-
dint;' .~eooi'1d. ~~nn~ssa3 Qnd ;'~1\H~1onary JUdge . Hls close friend, 
O~rlh~lht1l"z., c lalmed that f{r~ytanQwsk.1 f s nom.ination to '01"1 .. 

d,ler "'crfmeral wc.s.n ~ t 00 nf lr"Jled , 'beoause the senato:ra o.ou.ld 
not pronounoe his name (in English lt sounds rO'UF-;hly 11k: 
l<J{E;hee - ma-n6f ... eky!!) ~ whon it came up in 'thfj .... enate .... - Bll 
I.onn.~ r ore.Lnel's in the UniQn Arm and Nav Y' (it&t-on !{Quge: 
~\ oui~1:lrn . ..I .ate n vert> "V v refuj > 5Il t ~i}. 233 ... 2)4n . 



CHAPTER II 

URCHIN AND THE NINl!.:TEENTH ILLIUOI~ 

The Civil War came in U~61 and put an end to Turchin Ie 

career with the I l11no1s Centra l. He liked the railroad job. 

It allowed him to put his enr,lneering abil1ty to oonstruotive 

use, fer the railroad was one of the mos t i mportant and 

tyPical con tX'1butors to Amer1ee} s groTl'lth. Furthermore in the 

course ot: this work 'l'urohin met and mingled with people of 

conSiderable 1nflueno·e on the American acene. A few ·of thes 

" ere Illinois Central executives George B. r·~OClel1an and 

~~8.thaniel P. Banks and a Springfield l awyer- poll tlo1an named 

,.braha.m Linooln, all of them des tined to play leadlng roles 

in the war. But after Fort Sumter Turchin could not cona1der 

these bene:f'1ts i mportant . lie stood four- square tor the Union 

and against slavery~-his experienoe 1n Russ i a had made hi n 

ry elear on 'the subject of slavery. He had priceless 

mlll tary experlenoe to otfer to his new aour/try i n 1 t s tlm<J 

of desperate need . He had an opportunity to make himself 

known 1n hi s new land. Consequently he offered hi-a ssrvices 

to the state of Illinois , and on Juno 171 1961 . Governor 

16 
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Ri chard Yates oommissioned him oolonel of the N1neteenth 

Regiment , 1111no1s Volunteer Infantry, then located at Camp 
19 .. on$:t, Chicago. 

How Turchin and the Nineteenth Ill1n01s c together 

1s a.n unusual lil,tory . Th<9 men of the Nineteenth and Twenty­

F1rst regi ments wanted new colonels . Colonel Joseph R. 

Soott s only tiienty- two years old, B.nd the :Illen of t he 

Nineteenth thought hi::'1 too young to lead the:'!! . He was 

good :nan. however, and he beoame lieut(Ynant-colonel and 

later beoame colonel of the regiment aga1n . On the other 

hand , t he 'twenty-Flrst Illinois had absolutely no use at all 

for its colonel ., and he wes transferred away. As replace-

ments, vernor Ya.tes made t~~o men available to these reg1-

ments--Turoh1n and a somewhat seedy- looking ex- regular 

captain by the name of U. S. Grant. 20 The Nineteenth had 

first ohoice of t he two men , and as one of the men explained 

.1 t , "our oft:1,cers did not knot' Captain Grant from a side of 

sole leather and elected Turchin as oolonel . ~ e a.dded, "I 

19Veterans Admin1.stration, If Turohl n • s Mil1 tax'y His­
torYl tI p. It ; u. S. t War Depart ment , Office of the AdJutant ­
O'sneral t ('Field and Staff Muster Roll of J . B. Turchin, It to 
Aur;;uet 31, lS61, f'tecords Relating to John n. Turohin, Union 
3taff File , Volunteer Service 1I""11e c - 692- US- 1862 , Haoo 
Group No . 94, National A.reh1ves; these are hereafter des -
er1bed Uti il Hus ter noll. II . 

20P'enton, "How 'Some Il egi tnent s Refused efficers 
Appo inted over Them," M6 Records of James Fenton , "t. E, 
pP. 1- 4. 



115 

do not knov the_t we wer e ever sorry. 1\21 

The boys ot the N1neteenth were indeed lucky, for 

they were Getting an extraor dinary m lIe was then thirty-

ni ne years old and in the prime l1fe--f1ve feet and six 

inohes t~,ll and weighing about one hundred a.nd seventy-five 

}:>ounds . He seemed exoessively hea"Vy , but t he roundness of 

his he and bodj!) the only distinctly Slavio feature of his 

0hys1que, n'ave the press ion of s turdi ness rather t han 

obesity. H fact very aotive. perha.ps even nimble . 

1s oomple:stlon ~-1as light, and. his tace w remarltably expres-

ive . I t ',t1as his eyes that one remembered. At one moment 

they were jolly blue dota dancing merrily above h is beard; 

t another they resembled blue darts boring out of a sk of 

concentrated menace . Turchln l s beard was light brown and he 

wore it as a board should be worn . I t oovered his face belOY 

hi s nose , but it waG not like the ridiculous hU8hy appendages 

that obscured so many of the phys.iognomi es of the time . Hi s 

hair had retreated somewhat from hie maSs ive forehead~ and 

in summer a wide br1~~ed hat was a hygienic necessity for 

him beoause he was very sensitive to the rays of the aun . 22 

21~bld. t p. 4. 

22Veterans Adminis tra tion, Sworn 3ta.terilent of Mrs. 
Nadine A. Turohin, A~us t 17 , 1901 , Pension App11oation File 
we 532315, Record Group !?o . i2; Veterans Administrat ion 
Turchin's la11tary Hi story, p . 2; J . Henry Haynie , The 

Nineteenth illinois : A !-1emo i r ot a RoS1ment of VOlynteer 
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Turchin' s slightly roly -poly appearanoe corresponded 

to a X'ol11ck1nt:!' strain in his perzonali ty . His keen powers 

of observation uncovered snd el'i\ph~s ized t he humoroua aspects 

of ~enerally dull camp life. 4ccord1n~ to one of his sol­

diers his cotn;nents on t hese comic trivia, buttered by a thlek 

laV1C nooent~ ucaused muoh merriment among the .nen . n23 

'nce, whil 1l11nfl; his brigade in Tennessee , he cauGht 

sight of a. rabbit scurrsrlng aoross t he drill flald in front 

of t he troops . As toni shed and piqued by t he sight of the 

Uttle animal ek1prlng acros s 1n front of the thudding fa 

of the sOldiers, Turchin burst outJ "H--l ! d.ere goes a 

r abbit!lI24 This story 1s hardly hl1ar1oua ... -per hape one had 

to be there to appreCiate it fully . But it at least show 

that, i n a,dd1t1on to the p ersonal enjoyment it gave h1m~ 1 

11gh1;ened the drea.:d.ness of oaJtJp !'outine. APPE'.rently he 

23Joshua P. !-forton, A 111- . __ " -_ ' _n _ _____ H_ -- -,r 
mont (Ohio Volunteer Ior~.nt r-- ( i " __ L _ r-t"'1_ u., ,-. I"'" 

24Tbi d• • p . 263· -
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left these aneodotes in his wake wherever he went. 25 

Turchin wasl of oourse, not a buffoon. His list of 

oredi ts in the Russian a r my ShO\1S that oonvino1ngl y. On the 

oontrary his training and experience in artillery, engineer­

lng, and administration at the corps level qualified him as 

one of the !nost highly educated soldlers in the United 

States . Throughout hls life he wes a serious and respee ted 

student of military affairs . But the prag 1c nature of 

his mind and its keenness and t he sharpness of his eye pr"" ­

vented hi m fro m relying too heavily on theoretioal maxims to 

handle conorete situations. There was 1ndeed muoh essential 

materi al in mil itary texts, fundamental principles of t actic 

organi zation. and strategy , wh10h a good office·r had to 

master. But the Civil "Iar WaS not a typ ical 1-lar, and 1. ts 

situations often demanded flexibility and split- second 

i mprovisa tional sleHl , which 'l'urohl nhad, as his oonduot in 

the \<lar '.ie,s to prove . 26 

Turch1n ' s teohnioal knowledge and ability were comple-

mented by seeml indU'ferenoe to danger--a commonplao 

a ttribute of the good 901<11e1'6 in the wa.r - ... or moral p1'es ­

u1'e . Coura.ge is difficult to analyze. It sp.rlngs from 

many sources and sometimes disappears as i t came . Turchin's 

25 ~. J p . 264. i'or more s.tories see below) pp.j1I ~ 113: 

26Fl"anoOls de Cha.nal , 
cess i on (Lea:veTtwo1'th , Kans 
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seemed to stem from his self-relia.noe and iron will. He 

could l.ndeed 'be n rock when the 61 tuatlon demanded 1 t. but 

most often h -;lgg -ctive energetio, generating lots of 

drive wherever h ant . 27 The his,tor tan of the r11neteenth 

Illinois described him ~-;1th partlcul exaot1tude as tlimpul -

sive, full of energy', thought a.nd ~cted qulokly. and was 

rarely pIeced 1n any posit ion where he could not muster 

resources to meet ita emergenoiee. 1I20 And--Tu!'ohln had a 

temper . It ~'lae not like the nervous irr1tablU.ty of Sher man, 

for example , but rather resembled 8 volcano; it did not 

'"'(9 erupt very often, but when it did, everybody ran tor oover.~ ' 

Turchin enjoyed music, was in fact an accomplished 

violinist . His digital dexterIty was not confined to his 

ability as draftsman. f~o doubt he put his customary energy 

into his pl aying ; and if music expresses the player ' s per ­

sonality, t hen Turchi n's must have been all at once and by 

turns napoy , f'oroerul , explosiv e .. altogether reflecting the 

r smarlf.ab1e personali ty that he was . The !ten of the Nine ­

teenth wer~ indeed getting the bost.30 

27Horton , p , 162; Haynie ; p . 133 ; Joseph G. Vale, 
¥inty and the Cavalry (Harl"'1sburg t Penn. , lSS6}, p . 196. 

2SHayn1e , p . 133. 

29Examplee of Turchin' s temper are ra.re but remark­
.'ble. Gee belo'd, pp . 55 -5(,_ 

30 'l"uron1n to F~rs . George U. Fergus , Radom, lllinois t 

eeemlier 10, legIS , A'Orl1 10 , ,l gg9 , Joseph 3turge Johl1ston 
to his father . El lzabo thto'fm , Kentttc~f' November . 1861. 
'rut'chln Collection, Chicago H1storloa,..!. Society . 



marly Mont hs wit h the 
faneteentfiIllinoIs 

. . 
The Nineteenth !llinois :1 tael1' had the l.t1a.klnge Qf a 
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ood ra21ment . It consisted of healthy. lntelligent . Mid­

western yout hs , many of whom had been members of .l.ouave drill 

comnaoies i n Chl.oa(~o before the r . In fact Companies A and 

13 of the regiment were ZOuave units mus t ered in ~nblo0 · 

Lieutenant-Colonel Sco tt had been a f irst lieutenant in t he 

famous U. S. Zouav e Cadst$ of Elmer' Itll sw'ort h , \'/ho was a. 

r1end of L1ncoln and the n.rat NOl'thel"l'l martyr in the war. 

The men f .rom t hese Zouave companies had. had pr actice in 

ill, and, in this respect t hey i!18re ahead of most of the 

volunteers at t he be~lnnlng of the ~ar . }l *Sut," as one of 

themexprsssed it, II a more mlsoh1evous cro\'ld w never gotten 

toget her i n all t he war . . They learned to forage very 

early a.nd a roo,star was not saf e to come w1.thin a mile of 

camp a.t nlght . tI }2 If the~e boys were ever to become good 

soldiers . t hey would t ake some speCial handlln 

They got it from Turchin . He gave t h em a stiff dose 

of drill right away , because some day t heir lives ';1ould 

depend upon t helr abil ity to pel'form it effioiently . There 

was a bewildering number of m01fements t ha t a regiment had to 

31Hayn1 e . pp . 45-46, 53 . 

32Fenton, II A lI'rue St ory Tol d of General U. S . Gr ant," 
MS Recor da of James Fenton. Pt . at p. 2 . 
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be able to exeoute smartly t o funotion as an effeotive 

fi~htlng machlno . Ther e was t he marching or fight ing oolumn, 

the fighting line, deployment of skirmisher s , posting of 

plokets--and there waa tlle musket . 'rha . 5g oaliber :;;,pring­

field musket, t he most nearly standard infantry weapon i n 

the Union ar my, ltaS an i mproved, muoh more dee.dly arm than 

pr~vlous muske ts, mainly beoause it was rifled. It t hus 

fired 1. ts lea.d bullet , t he M1n1a ball, farther and 1'il th 

eater foroe. Nevertheless i t was still a mu~zle-loader 

a.nd nine separ ate movements "'ere required. to load and fire 

it. This was a compl i oa ted prooes s , and t he soldl ers had t 

do it in tho no i se and smoke ef battle. 30 'rurchln too .. 

advantage of t he month's stay at Camp Lonr and drilled t he 

Ni net eent h , and d.rilled tt , and drilled it . Ser geant 

Haynie. the regi mental h1stor i an r emembered thatt" From the 

tart 'llurehin and Scott made it clear to ev e"'y member of t he 

Regloent that ours to/as to be t he best 1n the service , if 

hard work ooul d bring it about . . •. Indeed he pursued his 

endeavors i n that respect tn tuture wheneVer t he Nineteen,th 

was not on the march or flghttng . tl 33 

On July 10 the Ni ne t eenth was ord.ered to prooeed by 

railroad t o Qui noy, I l l inois , on t he NissisS l ppl River , and 

report to Srlgadier· Gener a1 Stephen A. Hurlbut who commanded 

Federal troops t here . I t left b~r train on July 11 ami d t he 

~----------~,~--~,,--------~~----~~------~~~ 

33H~ynie , p. 139. 
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inevitable touohln oanes of farewell emd a.rrived ln~uincy 

the evening of the thirteenth. Nadine Turohin was along. 

She 1tould 8.oqompfloy her husband on all h i s campaigns . The 

next day Furlbut or(1.ered Turohin to oro ss tho river and 

re11eve the TwentY- Fi.rs t Illinois, commanded by t hat same 

U. S. Grant, whioh wes strung out along the Hannibal and 

St. Joe Railroad from opposite :.tulnoy to Palmyra 1 ~'\iseoUl"i. 

'1x oompanies of the Nlneteenth went into oamp tlt Palmyra 

nd the rest were stat10ned along t he r ailroad as far as 

Quincy. t this time not all the men were uniformed, and 

oamp equ1pment and deoent rations were lacking . This s t at 

of affairs led to l'urch1n'!3 first brush ;11 '\ih hie superiors . }4 

He corralled about forty horses plus saddles and 

bridles and a. quan tity of flour ana beef from secess10nis 

people I1v1Il(l: aI'Ound .. -al myra. }is need.ed t he horees to mount 

some of his men a.s te:npol"a.I'Y oavalry ;t'or scoutlng purposes . 

He needed t he f'ood. to' feed h1s men vine were not e£,\t1ng "<fell 

at all. Unfortunately Turchin did not ahntys issue, reoei;.t 

or the items his men took and. it was olaimed in some case 

he took from people ,,;ho suppor'ted the Union . (Thia 18 open 

to ques tion. There we:re many IIUnionlstsll in the border 

states who kept a. Confederate flag in the cellar 1n case the 

fortunes O'f war orouGl:ht Southern troops to their hOlles . ) 

34Ib1(.1. 1 Pl' . 139 ... !4-0 ; VE)terans Adm1nistration , "'rUa,-> ­
chin 1$ laIHary 111 story, \I J) . 1+. 



25 

Promptly, July 16, Hurlbut sent Turohin a. stiff note repri­

mandino: him for what he had done . II The regiment must not be 

permitted to make friends into enemles ,1I he wrote, llanO. 

injure the cause of the Nation while 1n its servioe by ex­

ceases and violenoe . "35 Shortly thereafter brash Brigadier­

General John Pope preferred oharges against Turohin f or ~ 

similar offenc e, but l.!'a.jor-Genera l John C. Fr~mont) top oom­

mander in t he West at t he time, disregarded them. 36 

It was t ypical of Turchin that he acted directly in 

an emergency cutting thro ugh established procedure . His 

reasons for doing so were military necessity and t he \,le1l­

being of his men; the two prinCiples tha t were to gUide h i m 

to the very end of h i s servioe. He had no sympathy for the 

Rebel ciVilians , and his experienoe in Russia told him that 

it was i mpos s ible for an army to subsist itself ~lithout 

dr aw1.ng upon the oountry a round it . Throughout his 11fe he 

steadily opposed what he called t he "guard1ng pota to-pa.tches 

poliey'· that was 1n force a t the beginning of the War. This 

<>s the polioy whioh aimed to disturb enem.y property as 

little as poss ible, so that the Union army had to depend on 

35u. S. t ~lar Department, War of the Rebellion : Off i­
clal Records of t he UniOn. and Confederate Armies (4 ge1"1e5; 
1)0 vola .; WasFiington, 15132) , Ser. II, Vol. X, 186; here ­
fter cited as O. R. ; all subsequent references to O. R. are 

to Series I, unless otherwise noted. 

36Veterans Administration, "Turchinls Military His­
tory, It p. 4 . 



long supply linea to the North tor its foo d and equipment . 

Of this . Turch1n later ~ToteJ 1I0nly entiro 1~norance of the 

history of wars and the want of oommon sense could create 

suoh a. pollcy ill the heads of our leaders. II)? 

Bes1de lndicating Turohin I s views \,11 tn respeot to 

enemy civilians and the pr oblem ot supply~ this Palmyra 

inc1dent suggests the unusual relationship that existed 

betwoen him and his men. It went deeper t h&n the ordinary 

eocl'olleshlp doveloped through common endurance of hardsh1p 

26 

and danger. The best descript i on of it 1 hat it resembled 

tho feeling of a father toward his children. Nadine was 

\,llth the r egiment doi ng her best to mitigate the roughness 

of army for the men . She and her husband ha children. 

nd it appears that they found substitute in these engag1 

young Amel"icans. In ~Usaouri the feel l ng was Just torm1ng, 

but even here there 1s the hint of a deep attaohment beti'tieen 

offioer a.nd men. Onoe duri nl't these early days the Nlne­

te~nth was oamped on low. wet ground and was threatened with 

an epidemic of mea.sles . After 1tlng for perm1ssion to mov 

t he re~1ment to a more eleva t ed area. and gett i ng nG reply, 

TUrchin moved it on h1s own authority and bOUGht hay to make 

the t'len more comfortable . No t hi ng Was too good for his 

"boys , Ii as he called them. ,S 
3'1'l'u:reh1n, Chiokamauga (Ohicago ; fergus Publishing 

Co . , l Sgg ), p. 11. . 
-· ... Fenton f II A . Sketoh of Gen. '.rur~h1n' sLife, U 'oie 

Records of J ames Fenton , Pt . H. Pl'. 5- 0. 
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It 19 at least certain that he knew how to handle t he 

l\merioan voluntee oldieI'. There nothing in his Euro -

pean experience t hat could help him in this respeot, as the 

volunteer was uniquely A.merioan produot , 'l'he volunteer 

wa.s in the army only II for the dux'ation. It He had voluntarily 

surrendered a very tiny bit of hie independence and was very 

touchy it anyone tried to t ake more ot it away . He was 

intelligent and a free man and voter ; and if he di d not 

like the way t hings were gOing , he ·.I1ould write to (;l news ­

paper or to his oongressman. He did not render obedience 

automatiCally , but reserved it for the off1cer who showed 

h1J'!\self worthy of' that trust ,. All in all, the volunteer was 

as tricky a problem of discipline as ever eXisted, and no 

..;veryone understood h1m. Fore1gn-born off1cer·s had the most 

trouble . but there were native officers who also ha.d their 

share. Turoh1n by his intelligence and his exoellent obser­

vative powers and his sympathy wi t h them a l ways kept the 

cooperation and respeot of his men , all of whom were volun­

teers . 39 

3 
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The Nineteenth remained in 'lissouri until September, 

ahasing small Oonfederate for'oas) destroy1na their oamps , 

encouraging Union sentiment and the forrr~tlcn of loyal Home 

Guards. a nd occupying verious i mportant points . he regi-

mental itinerary f or this per10d included such places as 

Sulphur Springs, !-11ct Hob. Eird's Point , I ronton~ Norfo l k.! 

Jaokson., and Cape 01rardeau. On Septe:nber g the regi ment 

took boats from Cape Girardeau to Calro il Illinois , and re­

ceived orders there to Camp at Fort Hol t across Ohio River. 

Next day Grant. ~;ho was no'll a brl~ad1el" .... ~eneral and 1n 

oommand at Calro , ordered Turchin to take six companies to 

support the Seventeenth Indiana and Twenty-Fourth 1111no19 

at E11cot's tUlls, Kentucky, on the MisSissippi. Nothing 

came of this move, however, 0. the Nineteenth and 'r",enty-

Fourth wers called back to Cairo . They were now ordered to 

travel east and join the Army of the Potomac 1n Vlrg1nia . ~ 

Di saster at Beaver Creek. 

Waah1n~ton needed two regiments in hurry j us·1i t hen I 

and 1t tapped Fr~mont for them. He ,c:lhos€I the Nineteenth an 

Twenty - r ourth , beOause they ';rere handy and at that rnomen 

eX'Pendable.. Perhaps TurChin ' s reputation as a dU'ficult 

subordinate was contributing factor. In any case the 141ne-

teenth I l11nois ~'las the second to l eave, follotdng the 

4OHayn1a , p . 143; G. fl . , Ill, 4:S0. 
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Twenty-Fourth northward via the !lU.nola Cantral to Sat .. doval , 

there slIi tohing to the Hisslss1ppi and Ohio line on September' 

17 for t he fir·st leg of t h8 Journey to Washing ton . 41 The 

orders to the tra in engineer werst tt you are to make as good 

time as possible , with due r egar d to safety. n1t2 80 it was 

t hat night that the Nineteenth I llinois \,T8.S in Indiana. ohug -

lng through the darkness a t twenty miles per hour toward 

inc1nnat L Then suddenly disaster struok . 

About forty - six miles east of Vinoennes end a hundred 

ud forty - three miles from 01nclnna.tl~ bet\-Jeen t he towns of 

t.:thoals and !·!ltehell , stood Trestl e No. 4S, a. truss at.Nature 

about sixty feet long and twenty feet h i gh. It spanned the 

shallo tream known loc a.lly a.s Seaver Cl'eek a.nd, as f a!' a. 

anybody knew, it was in good oondition. Th 1neteenth 'W'&S 

travell ing in t wo trains . 'be first of ten ca rs c a rryln 

Companies A, a, 0 , D, and F, plus the regi mental ba.ggage 

passed over No . ij.g a.t about nlna o 'olook. even mtnutes 

l a t er t he saoond tra1n of eight oars, \<11 th companies E; G, 

-:{ , I , K, and Turchin nnd h is staft , plus Nadine and a few 

other officers· wives on board, reached t he bridge and began 

to cross it . Suddenly, w1t h a terrible lurch, ami d t he 

screech of tortured iron and the snap and oraokle of 

41!bld. , 494, 49S . 

42Hayn1eJ p . 144. 
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collapsing timbers, t he mi ddle s ection of the train plunged 

into Beaver Creek. 43 

he engine and tender go t aCross all right ~ but the 

seoond oar hit a broken rail only four f eet from t he tiest 

end of the brid.ge and bent it out of line . Car number t hree 

hi t the dUplaced raJ.l and 1'1 i pped. off' the bridge, dragglng 

down the first t hree care behind it and setting oft a whi p­

l ash mo t10n which derailed oar number one and sent it wob-

bling otf the track to oome to a safe stop s ixty feet beyond 

t he bridge. Cars four and five slammed down hard on top of 

number three, "orushing :1t flat a s a bOal"'d, " a s one Observer 

put it , and ripp1ng the bridge to shreds . 44 Cars t wo and six 

were wedged against the abutmen ts a t either end of t he 

bridge at an approxima te fort y- five degree angle . Turchin's 

ear '/Jas on t he track perched over t he edge of tile wrl thing 

hegm and the l ast oar, contain1ng more baggage , was undis­

turbed. 4, A Oincinnati reporter sal d , .\ A more complete wrec h. 

of care was never known. 1146 

U161. 
43~bld • • Oinoinna t1 Datll Enquirer . eptember 1S t 19, 

44-Art icle 1n the T-nu . • n--; __ ____ " p __ • ___ _ _______ _ _ 

repr1ntedlnColumbus , _ II · mL .. · }q. J . A ,.,. _. :i' . 1 ~ i 

1(161. 

1861. 
45Ci ncinna. ti DallY Enq,uirer, September 1S t 19. 26, 

46Ibld. t september 19, 1361 . 



I 
I 
~ --

Cartocraft Desk Outline Map, Indiana No. 711 3 

, , , 
, 

- - - -",- I 
r--' 
I 

__ _ c _! __ : - - - - - - - - - - -+ ---------i 
r------ ----- -; I 

;---~- --~---r· - _L _ 

, 
:--- --- --- "MAJ>" ~L -------- -;! ~' r" 

L_, I , , 
.... -1 -- -----~ I 

t------, ~,--------- , BEAVER ~mEEK 
, " 

i-.!. ---- ---- - , --- L- ----- - ~ t 

Sho-Yzing _ the : Route of t h e 
: Nineteen~h~l~ 

~ ----.---~ ------1 
, I i 

-, ,.....--- - I 
I i Rai.Lro'2iu 

I ~ ________ _ 
__ , ___ J 

L _____ ____ ---Begm 
I : 

te 

. . 
~------'--- -- ----~ 

of o~her R~ ilroads 
i---- ---;----'----~ Jl 

I 
: ________ _ _ L_~ r _____ _____ J I , I 

of: the Dis$,ster ~ ---- -- -i---'''----: j 
, t I I !. ___________ _ 

I I I I • 

~ : : I I 

L--.. 

I 

~ ---------1- -- ---------j- --- - - -- --- ~ 
, , 
, : 

I 

I 

I 
I r- --
I 

, , 
~---- _____ __.--L-- _ 

I.. -T-------~ 

, 
__ .,_.r------ - ~ 

r r' , 

~--

-' 

, 
r------

I 
I 
I 

_c_}- - - -- - '--.1. ___ -r--- ---i 

---- -r-- ---., 
I ' 

rJ L_: _____ __ L_: 

, 
, 

, , i._ , __ ___ _ _ .. ____ _ 

·'1- ~ 

I 
, J .--
! I __ , L_ _ _ _ I 

" 

'./------"-
. " 
, rf 

I I : 
~ ________ ~-;-- - - - - -,-L_. ___ _ 

j .~ 

, , 
'- --} ____ ~ ,L -----)~T --- r-"---~ 

I ,_A ' 

l, 

o 10 20 30 40 
I I I I I 

Scale of Miles 

Pr inted in U S. A. Published by DENOYER -GEPPERT CO., Chicago 



32 

Down in the t wisted carrlages men weX's lying mangled 

and broken. Those still alive were pieroing the ail' "d.th 

horrible soreams and gronns . \~hen t he oa rs tipped over into 

the creek ; the men los ide were p lled into the bottoms 11ke 

beans 1n a jar. Many of t hese men were killed and seriously 

injured.. CaPt ain Bushrod a. Howard , who was i n t he third 

car ,. was squashed. like a bug, and Seoond I.. 1 eu t eoan t C 11fton 

\'In.arton was caught by both legs between t wo car pl a:tfol'ms 

and had to be hacked loose , eaoh chop causing intense pa in. 

Turchin start ed helping the sui'terere i !tulled1ately, organizing 

parties t o go down into the oreek and sending messenger s for 

help to nelitrby tOl1ns . The unlnJ urad men bull t fires on the 

to j.}s of the oreek banks and g 111gerly oarried their unfor­

tunat e oomr ades to them. 'rha t wo reg1mental surgeons and a 

lieutenant who had been til doctor in oivilian Ilfe ~Jent among 

the viot i ms g i'irl ng them such trea t ment as their meager mecl.1 -

oal suppl ies would allot'1 and supervieing their movement to 

the tires . .Nadine and the other two women tore their numer­

ous pe tt100ats into banCiages--t here were probably few of 

t hem left at t he end- - and ase1sted the ;>hyslo1ans in every 

poss ible way. 41 

Ri ght after the t-lreck t he train eng ineer went to 

telegraph tor hell' , and as news of the disaster spread, it 

. 
4?'the Or1s1s, September 26 , 1861 ,: Haynie, Pl'. 144-45, 

~ 
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began to come in. The offioers from the Nineteenth's first 

tra in. t he lucky train, returned trom Mitchell where t hey 

reoeived t he bad news . Three doctors arrived from Vincennes 

nd an exnresa tra in from Cincinnati browrht 1n others from 

Seymour, JUtchell, and other pl aoes . At 10 : 30 an emel"g Emc y 

train left Cincinna ti with :five doctora , r a ilroad otf101al ,~, 

a.nd rescue equipment on board. It picked up anot her doctor 

t Seymour and continued to the scene of t he wreck. All the 

soldiers J dead, i njured. and unme.r ited were put on this train 

and sent to Seymour. At r41 tahell t he peopl e generouslysup­

plied some of the soldiers wl th replacement s of' elothing los t 

1n t he wreck. When t he tra in ar'rived a t seymour, t he tOtm~­

folk not only eleaned and dressed wounds , but prov1deu fo od 

d more Clothing a s well. 4g Said one observer, "Each vied 

w1th t he other to do t he most . "~ 

he trains left Seymour and proceeded to Cinc1nnati, 

arriving at about one in the morni ng. The dEilad were 141me .. 

d1ately t aken to an undertaker, the injured to a hospital, 

nd t he ot her s to a sumptuous banquet provided by some of 

t he oitizens a.t Cinc1nnati warehouse . At five that morn -

i na the boys of the Nineteenth, dog- t1red. trooped over to 

Oamn Denn i son and went to bed. They found the Twenty -Fourth 

I llinois in oamp when they arrlVed. That day, the eight -

4SThe Or~sls , September 26, lS61i Haynie, p. 145. 

4.9;,rhe Or1sis, September 26, 1861. 
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eenth. was a dreary one tor the men, and no leaa so tor 

Turohin . By this time he lraa begi nni ng to ge t an a.courate 

oount of his ca.sua.lti es ~ and the list was ap:?alling. Out 01' 

two hundred p..nd fIfty men on the second train, twenty-five 

were killed, includ ing a youngclrummer 'boy, and one hundred 

and fourt een 'lIlere i njured ; t he total of one hundred and 

thirty- nine was a twenty per cent 1098 tro·m the seven hundred 

men that had started on the two trai ns from Sandoval . 

ffhe dead "1ere buried. on t he t wentieth. The Nineteenth 

marched w1 th its late comrades towar d a di stant ce,metery. 

Ii Along t he 11ne of mournful march Cinoinnat i had taken on the 

gloom of many deaths. II the r egi mental his t ori an wrote years 

later, the sadness of t he day st1.11 fresh in his mind, nand 

slov: and solemn were t he alra which sever al bands d1rged for 

us anti for t hose for whom we had sorrowed. 1.171 (,fhe soldi er 

d1dn 't go all the way to the graveyard) but ma!"ohed back to 

the r a ilroad station to resume their journey to Washington, 

leaving the Cit izens to f inish the ta.ak of burying and. honor­

lng the d.ead. Ho"rever" a t the statlon t hey received new 

orders to return t ,o Camp Dennison . On. the t wenty .. fifth t;hey 

took steamers t o Louisville and went frOID t here via railroad 

to Lebanon Junction , thirty ... :rive miles f arther south. They 

5O[l nC 1nnatl P~11~ Enquirer, $epte~ber 19 1 1861; 
Hay.n1e, PP.vf5-Q:6. 

51Ib1d. , p. 146. -
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left many inju.red men behind .1n Cincinnat i hospitals . 52 

The Qrashof Be common cQrorier 1s a common enough 

OCQurrence 1n ~1erican life today ; but a hundred yeurs ago 

it wa6 a rarity, as mass transportation med1a we:r'e Just 

beginning to develop. The Beaver Creek affeir. with its 

oonverging resouers , its press coverage, the qulck reaotions 

it "rovoked fx'orl the people of southern Indiana, 'bears 

morbld. resemblance to modern a.ir and train tragedies . The 

promptness of the rescuers 1s '!tlorth noting . It waS night, 

and mOet people were 1n bed, anc. yet in a remar'kably short 

time B.ld ~fas hastening to tbe scene fr...,m all 8cross the 

state. It 1$ hearten1ng to ace the people open t he1r hearts 

to ,the unfortunate young men. It was a prom';; t , honest, COIll­

passionate reaotion toe tragio emergency~ and it exempli­

fied the very beat traJ.ts of the American people . 

'he aocident of oourse had a po~erful effect u~on 

Turohin and the men of t he tHnete~nth . The comcon experience 

of this terrible catastrophe brought h im and his men 0106er 

together .. t set them apart from other soldiers , for~ while 

many oould boest of participation in sangUinary battles, few 

oidlers North or South oould. olaim to have endured such a 

n l aht mo.rish freak Of tate . The boys of t he Nlneteenth su.d­

denly realiz.ed t hat it 1(13,6 a very big country, and that the 

52Haynle. p . 146. 
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were getting farther and f arther away from home. In large 

mea.sure TUrohin stood bet rflgen t hem and disaster, and Beaver 

Creek proved that he couldn't proteot them oompletely. But 

even 1n 'the few months that he had led them tbey ha.d come to 

rely on him and his ability to guide them successfully 

through the unoert a in months ahead. Beaver Creek intensl.­

fied this relianoe . Turohin and Nadine met the men more than. 

half way. Now and forever t hey were his "boysl, and hers . ~n 

unbreakable bond h~d been formed between t hem t hat night at 

Beaver Creek . 

If. the men of t he Nineteenth had known ho'·r much the 

wreck had shaken Turohin, their oonfidence 1n h i m might not 

have been eo strong. Never befare or .after ~}&.s he so anxious 

about the situation of his command. He sent a t elogram 

directly to President Linooln which revGaled his emot1onal 

condition clearly. Bes i de t he casua.lties in the \<lreck, he 

~lrote, he ha.d, II about one hundred (100) IDan s iok . . . . uur 

uniforms shirts & shoes are worl'~ out . The men not pai d .fo r 

t 1'10 (2) months . Our equlpments are sent . to \vasM.ngton. 

The Regt 1s ordered to Louisville . . .. Which ",ay , If he 

aked almost plaintively, flshall we go, if 53 All that he 

received for an answer 'I;las Ii message from t he AdJutal1t-

53Roy Basler (ed. ), The Collected .v/orKs of Abraham 
Linooln (9 vols . ; New Bl"Uns\,11ck j . New Jersey : ifutgers · Unlver ­
Brty Press , 1953) , IV, 535n ; ellipses in text . 
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General's office \I to obey the orders of his genel"'al. . If ")4-

One final effect of the wreck ~.yas the intensifica tion 

of t he feolinSl: of Turchin and hie m~n agains t the enemy 'I'1hom 

they were fl jil',htlng . I\.s early as the n1ght of the crush 1. 

'fas generally assel·ted tha t some person had t amyered with 

the traoks on t he bridge to cau.se an aocident . The reporter 

of the ClnclnnB,tl Daily Commeroial wrote in t h i s oonnect ion, 

Itnot a sold1er on t h e train , with whom we he.ve oonversed. 

save one. has any doubts that the bolts had been tampered 

tn, and such, also , is the opinion of many r ailroad men 

.nd the inhabitants t hereabouts . u55 On Septembe'r 25 a oommlt-

tee of leading oitizen nd mechanic s confirmed this belief> 

tatln~ that ths bridGe had been struoturallY and materially 

sound, an<l that the 'tllreck had been coueed by Ii broken r ail. 

TUrohin and his men thus bec ame firmly comrlnced that their 

oo,Drades had. been killed and maimed throucrh an act of Rebel 
~6 nbotage . :;l As a result they thereafter t reated Confeder·a.te 

civi11ans , for the sabote~e not done by a soldier in 

un1form, with marc than ordinary harshness . This a ttitude 

late-r brought tr~'ouble on themselves and mo.ny innocent :peo~le. 

54!bl d . 
~ . 

.... S'1'he Crl~~s, September 26, !S61. 

56C1nclnnati Da1fY enqUirer, September 26 , l e!61. 



3 

t 

The men of t he Nineteenth were really II dot'm lt when 

t he:'! a rrived a t ~ebanon Junctlon, and Turchin i s b i ggest Job 

was to 17,st their S~il'l ts up aga i n quickly. .0, himself . had. 

snapped back quickly fro m his own despond, a,roci, one of the 

men wrote a t this time that , II t he colonel uses ever'Y means 

to t eep the attent10n of the men t o their bus1nes" II':)? 

'llhere lias cons,t an t d;ril1ing to i mprov e the reg u ;len t &ne. kl3ep 

the !:leo busy , giv e t hem no cha.nce to think about the gloomy 

past. ;,J8 He was busy even in t he few periods of leisure time . 

"He eneO\.u~9ges sport.s among the sold1erS t n t he sol<1ier con­

tinued 1n hi s letter. "Though he i& a little fleshy , ye t he 

p l a jred a few rounds of leap- frog & sai d 116 ha~ not forgot 

[bOW] to pl ay football & went off the par ade Ground carried 

by t wo small boys with one arm around each ot their necltsll -­

a. hila rious s1ght, which shor,+led that Tu.rchin and. his boys 

were ready t o fac e t he world agaln . ~9 

t Lebanon J unotion iurchi n '" i nto hot water once 

again, t his time with bad- tempered Br1gadi er - (leneral William 

Tecumseh Sherman. Z,herma.n had t aken ov er Oommander in 

57Joeeph 3t urge Johnston to hi s moth.et't Camp Anderson, 
entucky , October 14, 1361, Turchin Colleotion. 

~Ha.ynie, p . 146. 

59Johnston to his mo t her , Camp Anderson, October 14 , 
lS6,1, Turahln Collection. 
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Kentuoky, and. he had received information that Turchin wa.s 

harboring some fugitive !'~ egroes in his camp. Sherman 's 

destruotive marches through Georgia and the Oarolinas l a.ter 

in the 'liar have obsoured the f a.ct t ha.t in , olltlcB he W/?S 

essentially a. oonservative who ha.d lived. 1n the 30ut;h for 

time before t he war. He was certainly not en abolitionist . 

Therefore he sent Turohin stern messaRe on October l~, 

eying in pa.rt: 

The l awe of the United St ates and of KotltuckYt 
all of which are binding on us , compel us to &urran­
del' a runaway negro on appl ica t ion of negr o II) mme 
o~ agent . ! believe yo u ha.ve not been 1nstrumental 
in this ) but my order s are t hat all negroes ~nall b 
delivered up on olaim of the o~ner or agent , O 

'Then, softeni ng somewhat , he a.dd.ed a wor d of e.dv ioe t II Better 

keep the negroes out of your camp altoget her; unless you 

brought them along \,ri th t he regiment . 1I61 3herman was appar-

ently oonten l t h tbis warning because Turchin hear d noth1n 

more from him on the matter of fug itive slaves . 

On Oo t ober 22 Turohin reoeived orders to move his 

eom(:1and to iClizabet htown . a few miles from Lebanon Junction . 

bere 1 t went into camp again , II and. , II noted the regimental 

chronicler. " ••• to drilling once more. 1162 Afte ;rwar d. the 

men !C'emembf)red the month spent at El1zabethtow-n fondly . 

6°0. 1\. , 30,( . 

611bi d. -
62Hayni e , p . 146. 



The regimental eampln~ ground swell situated--Turchln 

usually ohose his camps! tea pel'sonally--t he girls nearby 

-ere fr1endly, and morale was sky high. At Elizabe1,;hto'lt1fi 

Turchin's 'bo hook off as much as they ever WOuld of th 

depressing memories of Beaver Creek. he:re \.;a8 more tim 

for recreation at !!:llzabethtown, too, and Turchin had some 

40 

novel ideas about how to 1'111 it . Pri va te Johnston described 

one of them to his father: 

The Col . 1s a lover of mus ic &; is opposed to 
he order, that no banas shall be enlisted after 

this . . . . 
tie has engaged a musio teacher as roaster oitha 

[ regimental ] band ~ waS presen t While the teacher 
tried the voices of the regiment to select a regi­
menta l cho i r of 50 vOioes . He told the boys who 
were af.ralu to try their voices not to be ba.shful 
but to oct as if the regiment wcaone familv . 

The cEoil' is !fa act as a gl ee ~1'x os -
ment & instruction, &- to keep the bOYS n"om a Tl'iorae 
",a.y of passing time. 63 

chint s t8.therly stU tude toward h is boys is shov?n quit 

clearly in this passage, ~s 1s his way of maintaining their 

morale at a high level. 

ut t he boys of the Nineteenth alsO had resouroes 0 

their own by whioh to pass the time . The most out standing 

example of their lngenu1 ty t1aS the regi mental nel:/S11aper ttl 

they founded. It seems that the editor 

lS6l 

klpped out when the Ninet eenth 1111n01s 

63Johnston to his f ather, Elizabeth town, November, 
Turoh1n COllection ; italias mlne . 



aDPro~ched, leaving a flne urinting pl ant idle . The sol ­

diers took this over$ organized an edItorial and printlng 

t aft. and soon i.ssued t he firs t number of tile louave 

Gaz.ette 

1~umber One , de ted n izabethtown, ~retinesdaYJ .)ctober 30, 

41 

11561, 'l1"'''' six-co lumn, t~o -page parer , 64 A box in an upper 

corner announced to its X'eaders: 

'fhe 7.ouave G-e.zett e , published by the officers and 
members of the Nineteenth, will be i ssued as often as 
circm~s ta.nces irl1l1 per mit. '::dital's l ~ 111iam 1;. Red­
field of the ChioagQ ":;venlng Journal and Lleutenan 
IJY1!an Bridge s , Nine t eenth Legl men t . vublisher: Lieu­
tenant ~111ia~ ~ulnton . 65 

I t contained a varlety of lnterest1ng items . There was a 

report of the regi mental surgeon atat1n~ that Sickness . 

at an all - time low, which was one s Ign of hlr:h mora.le . 

:1ev61"al columns \'Iere filled with army orde r s , ~nd fo r those 

inolined to the finer things , a.n o;('lg1nal poem, entitled 

"Camp t ife, "[1 th Variations , " was included. There were a lso 

R{lvertisemen t s . 66 

tie paper was a. sucoess largely due to t he d1l1t;enoe 

of its managers. bes i de t he soldiers of t he Nineteenth 

and t he people of E11zabethtol'm, two Pennsylvania regi ment 

t Lebanon Junotion purchased oop ies . 

64Hayn l 

65Xbld ., 
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p . 148. 

66Ib1d. , pp. 151- 52 . 
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oarr1ed some ot t he finanoial load. ergeant Haynie noted 

dryly that, tlbet1'7een issl1es the assistant business manager 

'worlted t Louisville for advertisements. 1,67 That business 
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manager was unquestionably an expert on nigh pressure sa.les .... 

manship. !!:ven so, it is difficult to understand why shop­

keepers of Louisville would we.nt to buy space in a paper most 

of whose reader'S might never come to Loul.sv111e. "dhatever 

the reason , adverti seroen were bought and the 1~uave Ga~ett~ 

maintained itself in sound finanoial oondition. 

In addition to its other aturee and assets th 

Gazett~ could boast of an expert military columnist, Oolonel 

J . l3 . Turohin. 'llhe founding of' the nel"lspaper probably eur­

~rlsed him--he never ceased to marvel at t he lntell1ger.ce and 

ingenuity of' his soldiers . He waS ca::>eful to eneourege those 

traits, ana t herefore supported the newspaper enthusiastl -

cally. He contributed articles frequently and. gladly, and 

so theoolumns were enriched by signed articles by Turchin 

on Various military subjeots-- 1noluding regi mental bands1 6 

The leisurely days oftha ~l 1neteenth Illlools finally 

eame to en ena. when l1aJor-Gener e1 Don Oarlos Buell replaced 

herman on November and began to prepare for push south-

ward. Buell came to Blizabethtown and reviewed the Nine -

671bld. , p . 147 . - , 
6~rbld. I pp . 141 J 152; Johnston to hi s f a thePJ ;Cllza.­

bethto'.Jn , r.:ovember t lS61, 'Turchin Colleotion . 



teenth Illino.1s and was so impressed with its dlaci~11ne, 

that soon therec:~f1ier he elevated Turohin to command of the 
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e i ghth :!rigade of. the nSllly designated A.rmv of the Ohio . 

This brigade consisted of the trusty itine t;eenth I111noi.::" 

the Ttolsnty - Four·th !lllnols , the Thirty- ;)eventh Indiana . and 

the Ei ghteenth Ohl0 . The :!:i ghth Brignde Was assigned to 

Ormsby 1-11 tchal t s Third Divi s ion . 69 

6~Henry '1 . Cist, The Arm
f 

":"_ _«.~ _~_ 
York , 19S2), pp. 5,22- 23; Rayn~e, p . · 159 ; __ . .. 
Buell nUI:lbered his briga.des oonsecutively - . • 
not by diVisions. Thus Turchin ' s waS th 
the Army of the Ohio . 



CHAPTER tIl 

THE nORTHERN ALABAMA CAMPAIGN OF l S62 

Amid the deluge of Civil 'tar literature Don Carlos 

Buell ;r'emalns innocent of reinterpretation. No latter-day 

ohampion has come forward to expose the subtleties, describe 

the sweep ing breadt h of his generalship. Thus he remains 

today what he was a centuJ'Y ago: a theoretical genius who 

had trouble undel"stand1ng the .political elements at' military 

problems . He was born 1n Marietta, Ohio. in l 6lg, and was 

graduated from \'Jes t Polnt 1n 194.l . He had achieved (i1stinc­

tion in the field 1n the Seminole War 1.n Florida and in th 

l!.exican l';ar , during whioh he was brevetted several times for 

gallantry. After the t'exlca.n War ended, he was ass.1gned to 

the adjutant general's depart ruent, remain1ng there until th 

outbrea.k of t he Cav11 Wa.r . In May of V~61 he was in Ca.li ­

f ornia. serving on the staff of Brigadier-General Edwin V. 

Sumner when he was called to Loui sville to command troops in 

I{en tuck.y. In December . 1861, as 8 major general , he orttan-

44 
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1zed th rmy 01:' the Ohio , 70 

Buell had oomplete1y mastered t he details or army 

organization and administration. An offioer who served on 

the sta.fts of Rosecrans and Thomas thought t~at, fI for all 

the soldierly qualit i es t hat the troo ps of the later OI'P-:an­

iza t1on--t he Army of t he Cumberland--poseessed, they weI' 

indebted 1n large meaSure to their first cO lilUlander in the 

field. (lenera.l Buell. 11 1'1 Buell t a t hirteen years' duty in 

t he adjutant -generalIs department thus pa1d great dlvidends~ 

but it WaS also responsible for the bureaucratic, slightly 

plodding way his mind operated,?2 There i s a sentenoe 1n one 

of his messages to Buell wh1ch 1s really remarkable 1n this 

respect . It read : 

I woul d cheerfully wave all aut hority or ored1t on 
arrangements previously ma.de by my juni or to meet 
emergency, but a continued a.dvance under his ~1rec­
tlon , while I 'Wns present there with a.n lnferio r 
force only intend ed for 11i s support. would plaoe 
me 1n a position which I haire no 1.dea you desi re me 
to occupy. ?3 

'- en Halleck, who was no stranger to bureaucratic prose, 
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must have sc ratched his head when he read thi s . 

uell was t he most selfless, 1ncox-l"upt l ble of men. 

fl ls strict code of behavior carried personal disinterested­

ness far ther than even that of t he modest Thomas . This 

a ttitude had its disadvant ages . for 11ke Thomas he was unlll1' -

11n~ t o broadcast his acoomplishments above t he confuslon of 

noises emanating from the many conflict i ng egos 1n t he army 

at the time . HoweVer his main problem w his inability t 

~ et a.long- wi th i mportant ~olltlo1ans and with his Otfn 601-

diars. nt h r e.lled by the starch and prec1 s10n of t he regu-

leI' army he coul d .no t unders t and the f ree and ea.sy ways of 

the volunteer s who made up most of hi s army. As one wri'ter 

has put i t , "He knew moments of sheer horrer Occasional ly 

"'hen confront ed wi t h the cl V11ian 1n arms i n all hi s native 

rudeness . " 74 Some of his action.s seemed to have t he speoific 

1m of antagon12.ing them. the very men upon whom his suoces 

l ar gely depended.. or example , he adhered with insufferable 

tuftineee t o t he est i mable polioy lai d down by the Llnoc>ln 

government Qf so r upulously protecting the perso'na and pro ­

pert y of Rebel alvi11ans and subsist ing his army entirely 

on re~ularly purohased suppl i es . h1s was the oorrect pro -

cedure outlined in army rep,:ul/ii.'tlons whi oh the bureaucrat in 

'nuell rever ed, pV.t it made praotioal l y evex-yboiy else liv id. 

74CattonJ p . ge. 
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oldiers. officers. civi lians, senators , and bard- eyed war 

governors like Andrew Johnson of Tennessee and Oliver ~orton 

of Indiana heaped every kind of abuse upOn him.? 

The Army of the Ohio as Buell organl:z.ed it on Decein­

bGr 2 , l S61. contained five divisions , to which a sixth was 

added in Janua.ry, 1862 . The commanders of t hese first six, 

brl~adiers all , became well- known for one reason or another. 

They ar orth noting : First Division , George H. Thomas; 

Seoond Divlsion , Alexonder gcD. McCook; Third Dlv1a1on, 

Or m.sby 2.fitchel ; Fourth Division, }villlaro IIBull" Nelson; 

Fif th Division, Thomas L. Cr1ttendenj and Six.th Division , 

Thomas J . Wood. Many of the soldiers in these units were 

ill - trained and worse equipped, a.nd Utook time to whip 

them into proper cond.ition. When Buell reviewed the Nine­

teenth Il11nois , he was no doubt gratified to find at least 

onere~1ment that looked more like soldiers than Portuguese 

guerrilla.s . Turchin soon brought t he roe of his brigade up 



to the standard of t he Nineteenth, so tha t Ormsby 1111tchel 

oould eonsider himself lucky to have it 1n h i s oommand. ?6 
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Ormsby Mackni ght Mitohel had been out of t he army for 

almost t hirty yeers when the Civil liar began. He was born 

in Ken tucky tn US09 . but his life is linked to the s tate of 

Ohio wher e he lived most of :1. t . He went to vleet Point and 

'las gr adua ted in the class of H~29 alone wi t h suoh 0 t her 

later luminaries as Robert E. Lee and Jos eph &. Johnston . 

In 11132 he resigned from t he army to study l alJ in Cincinnat i 

where he was admit t ed to t he bar . From 1834 to lS44 he 

taught ma thematiCs, French , and engineering subjects a t 

Cincinnat i College , wh i l e a lso dOing engi neering trl0rk for 

various ra1lroads to supplement his teacher ' s pay. He was 

t he founder and d1reotor of the Cincinnati Observatory and 

had gone to €urope in l~42 to purchase its telescope and 

i nstruments . He brought home what was t hen oonsidered the 

l ar gest telescope, ln t he United St a tcs . As time passed 

H1tcnel beoaroe well - known as an astronomer , and he contri ­

buted ~reatly to publ tc knowledge and appreCiation of th 

sclenoe, which faots earned for hi m the inevitable niokname 

ot flOld Stara tt from his soldl era . Aft er the war broke out, 

he received a brigadi er- gener al i s oommi s$1on which was 

offered par t l y t hrough t he influenoe of his friend, Secre-

tary of the Treasury Sal mon P. Chase. i nce t hen he had 

?601et , pp. 22-2j~ MoK1nney , pp. 121-22 . 
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shown enough abl11 ty to rate the oommand of e, division . 

~atchel was grl&zled, somewhat windy rello lth a rest-

lesa tenn:"eramen t . He t/8S anxious for the ohanoe to really 

d1stinguish himself, whioh he ~ he could do . His subor­

di nates found h1.m very conscious of his dl gni ty a.s a general, 

a.nd woe to the soldier who d.idn't salute hi m. ?? 

Mitohel's division oonsisted of three lnfantry brl-

gades--Turohin's Zlghth, the Ninth of' Colonel Joshua F. 

S11l, and the &eventeenth of Colonel William H. Lytle--two 

batteries of field artillery under Capta1n Cyrus O. Loomis. 

Colonel John Kel'mett ' s Fourth. Ohi o Cavalry , and two corupan-

ias of the Fourth iUohi gan F.ngineers . hese were all volun-

teer un1ts . 7g When Buell f lnally began to move southwar d, he 

put Mi tchel l s division in the advance; and Mitchel 1n turn 

~ut Turch in in the van of his division. So Turchin ' s was 

t he 1 d bri gade as the army advanced. 19 talents we.re 

galnln lder recognlt1on. 79 

Buell ' s t'irst I'eal obstacle was Bowling Grsent Ken -

, $In t he Civil 
,,'ere volunteeI' unl ts . 
log the unit number w 
oomnrisod only a very 

l'iar all un1 ts wi t h state deslgnatlons 
Those with tbe letters "U. S, II follc"',­

re regular army unite . These latter 
small percentage of the Un i on Ar my. 

790. R. , VII, 419; X, Pt . 2 , S5; Cist , pp. 22 -23 ; 
Haynie , p. !6!: 
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tucky, 'but before he reached it, a-r ant ' s capture of Fort 

Henry on the Tennessee River at t he Kentucky- Tennessee bor­

der on -February 6 made r et en t10n of t he pl aoe dangerous for 

t he Confeder a tes . 'therefore Ma jor-Gener a l William J . Hardee, 

in command at Bowling Gr een , 11/1 thdrew his forces all the '-flay 

to Nashville , but not before Turchi n ' s men made futUe, 

exhausting reh to cut them off . Turchin reached t he north 

'bank of t he Bi g Bar ren fUver, opposite £.owl l ng Green on t h 

af ternoon of February 14. All that Har dee had in t he city 

by that time was a r ear guar d wh ich wae destroying stores 

t he Rebel forces could not t ake with them. 'l'urohi n had no 

i mmediate way to crOss t he river and. attaclt t he Rebels t as 

the ai g Barren was in a flooded oonditi on d the two bridges 

i n the v10inity had been burned . Turchin ' s scouts , however) 

d.ug up lar~e scow, an old, f l at -bottomed af fair, n aged 

flour mill nea.rby , and Turchin used this to oross hie troop 

tha t night . Loomis' guns l a i d down sh~rp covering tire 

or the crosslnR. Turohin got his advanoe elements into 

Bowling Gr een a t five next mor ning , but t he last of t he enemy 

had left i n the ni ght . He quickly se t h1s men to putt1ng out 

the f ir in t he city to save someo! what tile Confederates 

had tr1ed t o des t roy. Then he s a t down to wait for the rest 

of Buell 1 s army to oome up. SO 

Hayni e , pp. 161 .. 62; St anley F. 
_ ___ _ _ __ oJ -~ • ___ • • _ ___ e (Norman, Okl ahoma : UniVersity of 
~ .• ""'. . . . • 3( )O\!-pM. "9. 
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8uell arrived on t he s ixteenth and remained in Sowl­

Green for about a week. His next objective was Nashville, 

i mportant rail oent er Rnd capital of Tennessee , which General 

Albert Sidney Johnston, supreme Confedera te oo~mander i n the 

'est , had decided to evacuate aft er Gr ant captur ed Fort 

Donelson on February 16 . By the tlme that 'f ureh. :tn' a scout 

reached. Edgefield , across the Cumberland RiveX' from Nash­

ville. on t he t wenty-th1rd, Johnston and Har dee wi th t he 

bulk of t h.eir forces had left . Buell came up \l ith ra tehel 

nd Turohin next evening , and Mayor (jheatham oroased the 

river and fo rmally surrendered t he city. In the morning 

Buell ' s troops entered the city even as Colonel N6. t nan Bed­

ford f Ol('l"est' s Confeder a te cavalry rear guard was leaving . 

Buell concentrated the whole ava.il able foroe of hi e army a t 

NashVille , ~!d it took some time for all of it to arrive . 

Then on March 11, '(aJor .... General Henry ·.1aJar Halleck , 1I0l d 

Br a i ns , II \'1a8 pl ac ed in to!> command in the ,{Ies t , and Halleck 

ordered Buell to march to Sa.vannah , Tennessee . with t he idea 

of eventually Joining w1th Gr ant' s arrny. Buell took the 

d i visions of Thomas , MoCook . Nelson, Orittenden, and -Vlood 

"1th h i m. A Seventh Dlv1s 10n was organi zed. in Kentucky 

under Bri~adier-General George W. Morgan to operate in Last 

Tennessee . Or msby Hitohel t s divis ion "'a9 to mov e southward 

through Shelbyville and Fayetteville and seoure the country 

along that l1ne,. and on 91 t her s i de to ~ula.akl and Decherd. 



52 

His obJeot1ve po i nt was the Memphis and Oharleston Railroad 

in Northern Alabama. S1 

IH tahel' s move had s o11 d military reasons behind 1 t 

as a companion t o Ha11eok IS adv'anee sQuth ... :ar<l. If he oould 

reach and out the Memphis and Charl eston, he would di srupt 

oommunioation between t he eastern and wes tern Confederaoy. 

And t he Confeder a te ar my in the Hest depended upon mun1 t1ons 

s ent from Oeor~la to Chat t anooga and thence over the Memphis 

nd Ohar leston to Corinth. But many in Buell ' s army bo­

lieved that the mo,,-e ' s main purpose was to get g1toh e1 away 

from t he maln army. 'To be Bure J h1s rela.t ions wi th Buell 

!ladn't been t he best. for Buell' s slownes s had prompted hi 

to ur~e repeatedly that the army show a little more speed. 

aut Buell was , it anythi ng , above personalities . The rea ' . 

trouble WliS t h Hitonal ha.d angered McCook and. Bull Nelson 

by hi e overri pe confidence in hi s own capabi l ities . There 

aren 't too ma.ny tearssned When Buell left Mitohel and his 

division behi nd in Nashvil le . S2 

Late in March, Mitohel started for Nurfreesboro, the 

Sl ijaynie, p . 162 . Born , pp. 99-104-; o. n. , A) Pt . 1, 
71- 72 . 
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first point on his route south, Turohin aga in leading t he 

way , His brigade oontained the same regi ments which l.t had 

tlad when it Was orgo.nlzed: the Nineteenth and Twen t y- Fourth 

Il11n01s , Thirty- Seventh Indi ana , e.nd t he Ei ghteenth Oh10, 

3,428 men out of the total division strengt h of 12, 057 1n 

Maroh. The Ei ght een t h Ohto , a fter serving in It,'est Vi rginia. 

with )~c Clella.n 1n SUlIUlIer> l S6l , was reorgan1z.ed as a three­

year reg1ment 1n fal l. It had joined the Ei ghth Brigade at 

El1~abethtown . Ita oolonel was Ti mo t hy R. Stanley, a former 

Ohio sta te sena tor and v ery consc ious of the fRot. 83 Acoord­

lng to Jobn Beatty, who was closely as soo i ated with hi m 

during par t of the wa.r , lI F'ather St an l ey 1s slow, destltute 

of either educa t10n or t<11t . I,8.4 But no one a'v e:r questioned 

St anley' 9 nerve, and he served creditably later 1n the ' .... ar. 

Geza Ml ha16czy, colonel of the Twenty -Fourth Illi­

nois , was born 1n Hungary in l S25 and served in the Aus tro­

,rungaria n Ar my unt i l the outbrea.k of t he Rungarh"n Hevolutlon 

in 1945 , when he Joined his nat10n 1n its fight against the 

A.ustri ans and Russians . linen t he revolution was f i nally 

suppressed. 1n 191~9 Uihaloezy went to London where he soon 

married. He brought h i s w'ife to t he United s tates snd like 

'furoh in, f o.tled a t farming and ohanged h i s name--to 

g3Haynie t p. 16;; Beatty , p. 122 ; Reld ~ II, 12S , 110 . 

S4aeatty, p . 237. 
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M1nalotzy. rrom 19S8 he worked at t he low task of grav'"'-

di gger from which he was liberated. by t he outbreal, of the 

ar. Mihalotzy organized e oompany of )tagyars, Cz.eohs) and 

Germans , named the 'ILinooln Riflemen" 'tTith Linooln 's perm1 ... -

sion , Q short time betore the war ; ancl when the 'l\1enty- Fourth 

was organiZed, the uLinooln Rifleruen tl became one of its 

oompanies and Mihalotzy its lieutenant- oolonel . In the 

eEl rly months of the war the Twenty-Fourth saw service simi­

leI' to tha t of the Nineteenth. M1halotzy was raised to 

colonel of t he regiment on December 2~, 1861; and he remained 

a t its head until Ii sniper'e bullet downed him, February~ 

lSI64J in North Georgi a . He died of t he wound soon afteI'~ S5 

1halotzy opposed. as Turchin did, Buell's policy of 

tight restriction on foraging. In the retrea t nort h through 

Tenne e in late summer of 1962 Buell still had strong 

provost details protecting the country through which the 

rmy passed. One day one of t hese patrols, saeing a goodly 

number of geese be1ng carried in the ranks of the regiment, 

halted the Twenty-Fourt h Ill1no1s as it was about to go into 

- ~.-- ---- .~-~~ ... ~.. "-"--- - .. ------•. --.--'----~-~ ------.--
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Camp tor the day . g6 The commander ques tioned lahalot1.Y about 

the birds and he replied . liMy fIlens buy tIoee {~oose and by 

tam, cley ea.ts dose goose. Twenty .. Fourth Heelenoy, Forward 

l~aroh! 1187 Whether the geese llera really bought Or not is one 

of t hose little mysteries that are never-solved. Hungarian 

tend to be passionate and intensely nationalistic and, a s 

t his story illustrates , somewhat abrupt, and it 1s one 0 

the minor wonders ot 'Turchin' s career the. t his r e l Rtlons with 

t hos e 1n his comma,nd were excellent, despl te the f a ot t hat he 

ha.d served with t he Russian army t hat orushed the Hunga.rian 

Revolutlon .
gg 

Turchin had lese luck with the f1rst colonel of t he 

Thlrty- -:ieventh Indi ana . This officer, Colonel George -". 

Hazard, a regular army capt a in (regular officers in the 

Volunteer service retained t heir regular army rank), made 

t he m1sta.ke of questioning one of Turchin 1 s commands l'ihen 

the latter wa.s drill1ng the brigade in December, 1561. l 'Ul'­

chin blew up and became somewha t abus ive, so much so 1n t act 

that Ft8,z.ard preferred charges against hi m for conduc t unoe -

f.S6Fenton, No Title, Pal mer Oollection, Pt . G, p;p. 7..,.9 . 

573:b1d. , '0 . 9. 
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coming an off1cer. g9 It was the second time that charges had 

been preferred against Turchin , and as in the first instance, 

nothing oame of them. Hazard was a martinet , harsh in his 

ealings with his men and careless of their health. !Au-lng 

one cold winter night at Ba.con Creek twelve of them died j.n 

the regimental hosp1tal. The medical director Of the Third 

Division came to inspect the hosp1ta.l a.nd. pronounced it "out -
\ 

rageous; worse than the Bl ack Hole of Ca.lcutta," ~hlch Haza.rd\ 

did not t ake k i ndly. SO He ordered the doctor out of camp 

under gua.rd. 

An hour later Or-lUsby Mi tcbel rode ln , had a short 

talk with Hazard, and left . "Soon af t rde," as the regl -

mental historian, dergean t Puntenny , tells it, IlCol. Turchi 

and several of his staff rode into camp , and calling Col . 

azal"d out of his tent , placed him under arrest in the pr"'­

senCe of a large number of sOld1ers . 1191 It was certainly a 

humiliat ing experienoe fOr Hazard> but on the other hend--

It after the removal of Haza.r d . the health of the .Regiment 

91Ib1d. • pp. 15-16. 
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l mproved rapi dly and discontentment d1sappear>eo . 1I92 And. 

observed Sergeant l<'Un tenny , flTuroh1n was eve!' afterwar ds e 

,~reat favorite with t he Thirty- Seventh Heg i merlt . It 93 Lieuten­

ant -Colonel Carter Ga,illay took He,za r d t e pl ace. But that 

first .. , int er was never a pleasant memory to the men of the 

Thirty - Seventh Indiana . 

Ml tehel r eached tturfreesboro on Hareh 20, just af te 

the Rebels had, pulled out , l eaving t 'irel ve hundre<3. feet of 

t wo bridges burned behind them. These brldges had to be 

repaired before he oould oontinue southwar d. In the meantime 

on t he twenty .... fourth he ordered Colonel Kennett and hi s 

cavalry t'l1 t h !Uh,8.lo t2.y and portions ot the 'l'wen tY-Pourth 

I l linois and Thirty- Seventh I ndi ana and t wo of Simonson ' s 

six- pounders on a r eoonnaisance in foroe to the south and 

east . It ~las a t hree- day expedition, leavIng a t six in the 

evenlng on t he t wen ty-fifth , and .1 t foun.d t ha't t her e was no 

l arge Rebe l force concentrated as olose as Shelbyville and 

Tullahoma. AccordIng to Kennett , some of his riders just 

miss ed nli<obing the famous Confeder a.te r a l dert John II. Morgan, 

a t TUllahoma on t he twenty~slxth. It would have been grea t 

if Morgan had been taken, for he caused tUtcb.el a. lot of 

trouble l ater. But at least Mitohel found out wha.t he 

wanted to know: namely, t hat there was no one around to 

oppose his advanoe . ennett and 1,Uhalotzy r eturned to 

- -" .. ---- .- .~----- . - -'-----~.-- ~----,---~-.~,~--~~~-.-----~--' -----
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~urfre esboro on the t wenty-e1ght h , leaving some oavalry to 
94 ~uard the bridges east of Shel byville . 

The two bridl: a t Murfreesboro were finally fixed 

5e 

nd. }titohsl advanced to Shel byville during the third and 

fourth days of April. He then began to pile up supplle 

there prepar atory to moving on Huntsville, ,6.l a.barna. Hun't "' ­

ville was on t he HemphiB end Charleston, fift y- seven !!l11es 

from Shelbyville and in it were located r ailroad machi ne 

shoos f~nd shed", . lth Huntsville 1n Federal hands the major 

link between Chattanooga and Corinth would be broken. To 

i mprove his chanoes of suocess 14 itchel revived a pl an of 

Buell ' s for a speoial diversionary bridge -burning expedition 

south of Chattanooga. He sent a Mr . J . J . Andrewa with 

t wenty- t \iO volunteers to €I. po int above !<1arl etta eorgi"" 

well into ene:ny countrYf to oapture train and burn bri dges 

northward to Chattanooga. This ";ould prevent reenforoementa 

rom coming up r api dly f~om t he southeast . Eut the expedi­

tion aonieved no substantial re sults, exoept t ha t for 8 few 

days the people of North Georgi a were soared half out of 

their !.iUS , and after an exo1ting locomotive oha.se , since 

oelebrated 1n song and story, Andrews a.nd hia men were oa. "-

tured. if Mitchel was go ing to take Huntsville he would 

9l.j.o . H. , X, Pt . lt l~g-49 . 
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have to do it without help . 95 

He would have t o hurry. The sucoess of the venture 

depended upon hi s ability to h it Huntsville before the enemy 

knew h e Til i n t he vioinity. To achieve t he neces s ary mob1-

lity , he pnred hi s a tts.c lt fo rce t o one br1gade--Turohin's-­

if a nybody eould. move f a st, it was Turch1n - ... Kennett t s 

oavalry and Captain Pe ter Si monson's Fifth Indi ana battery. 

When t he division left Shelbyville, Lytle's bribade remained , 

.nd a t Fayettevl1l 11l ' s brigade fell out . Mitchel and 

Turchin left Shelbyville on April 9 and rived a t Feyette-

ville that night . 1'J11.11e t her e they got the news of Grant 

and Buell's narrow, bloody victory a t Sh1loh, and a t mi d­

n1eht, muoh encouraged, t hey pushed on a long t he ro ad to 

Huntsvll1e . ~t dusk t hey camoed ten miles fro ID t city . 

CavAlry patrols were out ahead sweeping up everything tha t 

moved to prevent any werning rea oh ing the enemy. I t was 

cold tha t night . a nd the men went to sleep on t heir ar ma 1 

perhaps wondering wha t woul d happen in the morn1n~ and remem­

berlnt! that theY were ou t a lone in enemy country f a.r from the 

main a rmy. Had t hey hear d it, t he report t hat JUtchel got 

from a HuntSVille tol eg ro a t mldni~ht would h a.ve s too d t hei 

ha ll" on end. The slave' s story waS tha t five thousand 

5Ib1d. , 64.2 ; Haynie, pp. 163-64; i11 tohel, 2?'1-S0 , 
292 -93, 2~liobert C. Black III , The Rai l roads oitha Oon­
federacy (Chapel M1ll, Nor t h Carol!na.; UniversIty of NorfFl 
A -1 ' na Press, 1952), pp . 143-44. 



Oonfedera.te t .roope had reached. Hunt sv ille on the ninth and 

they were just waiting foX' 11,1 tahel to oome! 96 

If' thi s was tr'u6 , M1tchel' a force t'll3'.S only a.bout 
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equal .in Si:l.6 to t hat of t he Rebels d, worse, the elemen t 

of surprhe was gone .. n short the odds on theaucoess of 

the expedl t10n he-d suddenly beco me very long indeed. ;41 tchel 

oonsul ted with r.1a commanders and decided. to go on beoause J 

t hough Negroes were very helpfu1 t their informution was often 

lnoredlbly 1nacourate. The men were roused a t 2 100 A. M. 

and put on the road. They stretched s i lently and stifled 

profuse ya~"1na, for absolute si).ence was the order . 111y the 

OCGas!onal rU!Ilble of a.n a.rt i llery wheel betrayed their pre-

e.ence to sleep ing countryside . 97 2<1os t of the time they 

t'rIa.X'ched a.t the doub1e - quiolt , and sergeant Haynie facetiously 

rao8.lled that, i'the result l"laS the boys of the Fourth Chi o 

Cavalry had to .rid.e some to prevent our' over- running thelll . Ii 95 

They floated through the 11 ttle village of Merldlamfl1le llke 

so many ~/rai the . Ii Its ,eople \tlere burl ed in sleep, II said 

one officer, ~not a light or head appeared at a window. n99 

960 • R. , X, Pt . 1, 641- 4-2 ; Mitchel , pp . 2?S- gl ; Hay-
nie. p . l61L 

97Ml tchel , pp. 2SZ -S3 . 

9fSHaynie, p . 165, 

99 ra tonel t p . 2S, . 



Four miles from Huntsville two cavalry detachments with 

picks and orowbars peeled off into the fields to the left 

and right to oircle around and cut the r ailroad and tele-

61 

graph lines on either side of the city. oem "Chereafter tll0 

oitizens riding from Huntsville vIera t alt.en . They oompletely 

eontrad1otet'i the Negro '8 ominous tale. saying that there t'ia, 

no substantial Oonfederate force 1n the city and that the 

oitizens were un re that Federal troops t>orere nearby. 100 

t toar t approaohing t he point three mUes from Nunts­

vHle Tdhere the r a ilroad oroased t he road) rU'tohel deployed. 

Simonson ' s guns to the right and left to cover the track. 

Sweating , the gunners. struggled to hurry their pieces into 

position--and not a moment too soon, for here came locomo-

ttlve--but t here it l'ient, eseaplng to the eas ·t . A second 

engine we.s not so lucky. The guns boomed. t he engineer was 

killed, and the engine was teken . Mitchel quickly secured 

the oaptured locotnot.lve and toolt all the cavalry down the 

road toward Huntsville at a trot. When they reached the 

outsk1rta of the 01 ty: they broke into a ge,llop and charged 

td th sabres we'ITln nd yelling like Indlans~-ln true cavalry 

tyle. 1'he sleepy 1nhabi tants of Huntsvl110 t peeking out 

of t heir houses, were properly .frightened ,. and. the to"lTn was 

taken without diff1culty . Meamrh1le the oavalry de tails had 

cut the telegraph wires and to.:rn UP track wes t of to~m. 

lOOIb1d ., :op. 2.g2 -e" 
--.....-' 
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detachment dashed to t he railroad depot and made eome Con­

federate soldiers there prlsoneJ', while anothel' Sell zed the 

telegraph of'fice. It t"ae not yet six 0' clook . An hour and 

a half la.ter rrurchln marched in "11 tb the Ei ght h Brigade \'J'h11e 

'Utchel lila-Ill counting his ca.ptures . They were indeed. i mpres ­

s ive .1 some one hundred and fifty Confedera.t~ soldiers, 1{los tly 

from the Ninth Louisiana infantry, about eighty box, passen ·­

gert and flat r a ilroad c~rs. about fifteen looomotlves, the 

·olograph offioe and 1 ts appa.ra.tus , and t wo Southern 

l1s .
101 

But the Job was only half - done . The Rebels could 

move troops quickly along the MemphIs and Charleston as;ainst 

Huntsville fro m either east or west . To bold. the city and 

maintain the breach in the r ailroad. a good. plece of the line 

on both sides of Huntsville had to be occupied. As soon a s 

he Was seoure in Huntsville. he pla.nned t'YJO expedl1,ions for 

ust this purpose . oon aftel'" 'rurohln arrived, IHtchel 

ordered. him to take a detachment on one of the captured 

trains and hurry to Deoatur and, if possible, save the big 

2 , 200 foot bridge Over the Tennessee River there . At about 

six in the even1n,2; Turchin put several companies on board, 

mounted a cannon on a fl atcar 1n front of the engine~ and 



., '- ~,
-

~
 

I .... I L
 _
_

 

I I 

C
ar

to
cr

af
t 

D
es

k
 O

u
tl

in
e 

li
s
 

of
. 

('
.l

 ~
I
U
 
~
 

11.
v.:.

..1
-!

 
JO

 

_
_

_
 

7{
 0 
~f

fr
° "

-
'J

 I 
.
-

R
O

vI
 
rO

IOv
~

s 
C

O
 

C
or

lV
\-!

j-h
 

I 

I 
Iu

k
C

L
I

. 
I R

/ 
T

V
-

-
T

us
co

n-
-in

l a
-

-
--

f 
F

L 
FI

 ~
 Y

"e
 (

\ 
c..

e. 
/ 

L 
L

e-
i,(

1h
.+

o
V\ 

" 

A
la

b
am

a 

/
'"

 

, r /'
, 

) 
. 

r 
\ 

t'
 

JO
 

J
0

r1
~S
k:
Jo

,(,
o
v
3
h
 

: 

34
 

-
.c

-r
 

C
au

H
I 
~V

\d
 _

 '
-

' 
'
J
 

',
_

 _
 

~,
(\J 

to 
~Ir

o 
f 

~~
II 

'(
'S

V
I 

e.
 

,'
''
'-

.J
 

-
-
r
r
 

\P
-t 

I 
-

-
-A

.."
f-h

e
h 

s: 
f'

"
 

J
-
J
 

'\~
 

I
I..

. 
,f

.-
I 

.I
 

~ 
r 

;2
; 

, 
P

lI
l 

Uu
"S

--.
:::1

 
L

" 
_

_
 ~
 

/ 
L

o
 

I 
Jj)

 
D

ec
a..

.+
l.r

r 
J-
.
I
"
 

_
_

_
 

.
/
 

1 
MO
b-
r-
e~
vi

ll-e
... 

J 
'
-
\
 

: 

l'1
iA

 
M~

DI
S6

/<
;J

l 
'
\
'
 

Ii 
Ii 

uM
-S-

V i
..1

!i~
 

( 
L 
_

_
 .

, 
r
-
/ 

Jjl
~T
J~

q;
id"

<A.
0V
irL

I 
/~
hL
_ 

r-
/~

~-
1 _

_
_

_
_

 4
 

S
H

 
I 

S'
h-

el
 by

vd
l

i 
/
'.

/
 

-
,
 

Jc
'-

~ 
11-

, 
F 

, 
Fa

...
ye

.T
te

v'
IIe

.-"
 

(
/
'
 

J 
I 

PR
 

I 
PI
L~

 \I
I,

 +-
R

 
''''

-
/'

 
,
.
.
.
.
,
 

{
I 

W
-

I 
L 

~
 

:J
 

W
, 

In
c
h

.'
€

, 
'
-
L

.
-
/
 

,
-
-

I 
DE

-
, 

D
e

ch
e

r 
/",

/'L
, 

/ 
'
I
 

/.
.-

-
-
-

\ \ 
S 

I 
S-

t: 
VI

 $
 0

 ~
 

/ 
I 

<'"
 

r 
J 

I 

1.Sf
)~

 1
,,;

 d 
€-

p~
V'f

-r
 J 

1<
-

.' 
_

_
_

_
_

 J
_

 -
-

F 
_

_
 -

-
-'

-d
-_

__
__

 , 
,-

C
H

 
' 

C
h 

I 
L
J
~
-
-
-
-
\
 

' 
1 

1 
, 

CL
 

. 
d

.n
.o

o
C

t'il
.,

 
, 

, 

.. 



64 

with a train crew of Confederate employees and volunteers 

from the br1gade raced off '1es twar d. :N earing Decatur he de ­

cided that it Was too dar k to nJ:'oceed further and stopped. 

for t he night . Next morning ho illoved on and ch&s ed away a 

sma,ll Confederate forc e 'i.-ihleh attempted to burn the 'big 

bri dge . Turohi n's illen saved the 'bridge . n t he following 

day he oooupied t he town, and that evening t be rest ot t he 

Ei ghth Brigade Joined bim. 102 

That same day, April 12, Mitohel with S111 and a 

similar force from h i s brigade oaptured stevenson to the 

east . chasing off about 2,000 Confederates and oapturl 

five more looomotives and a. consider able amoun t at rolling 

stock. The Nashville and Chattanooga Rallt'oad met t he I,1em­

phi s and Charleston at dt evenson, and in order to cut t he 

enemy off from this Junction MItchel hopyed back on his 

r ain. continued east ward seven miles and hurrled a one hu.n ­

dred foot bri dge ov er a creek, and then baoked up to Hunts­

ville, leaVIng S111 in char'gs at 6tevenaon . 103 Back in 

Huntsville he happily reported. hi s sucoess to Buell : 

''de ha.ve nothIng mOre to do in this region" haVing 
fully accomplished all tha.t was ordered. We have 
saved the great bridge aoross the Tennessee, and are 

----~--~--~~-~- .~- ~--~ 

_ ~ R. , it , Pt . 1, 641-42 ; naynle, p . 166; Mitchel 
pp. 



ready to strike the enemy, if d1repted, upon his 
right fl ank and rear at Corinth.10'+ 
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The 'ciar Department aoon telegraphed h1m its thanks and Presi­

dent Lincoln promoted him to maJor-general . Hi to.l-:tel l.n 'turn 

slted for br1gadier-general ' s rank tor his brigade Qommand .. 

ere. I O; 

a ltchel now set about mak1ngthe operation of the 

Memphis and Ohar leston cantoI'm to. the requirements of his 

situation and disposed h i s com~and to defend the vital rail 

11ne. Detao.tunents were posted a t various i mportant p01nts 

along 1ts length. He \-lanced to be able to hold 1t and at 

the same time 'be ready t o oooperate with Halleck's move on 

Corinth. Olalleck ' s larr-te army 1n the :novement southWard 

fro:n Pittsburg Landing consisted ot Buell " s A.r my ot the 

Ohio. Grant' s Army of the tennessee , and Popels Army at' the 

t.!lss1ss1ppi. ) 'fo get closer to Corinth he ordered Turchin 

to push furt her westward to Tusoombla. whlch was about sixty 

miles from Corinth by railroad. 

Turchin left Deoatur on the fifteenth" leaving only' a. 

bag~age guard, and the next night at eleven he made Tuacombia. 

He i mmediately sent a. force to hold nearby Florence and the 

bri dges t here. Then he pushed. out pickets three Ol' four 

miles to':lard luka and on the seventeenth sent a request to 

1040. R. , X, Pt . 1, 642 . 
? • !' 

l 05M1 tonel ) p . 2ga. 
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Buell tor rations, whlch the latter sent otf fz'om Pi tts'burg 

Landing on the nineteenth. Even ~hese ratione, 100,000 in 

num'ber', were floating up the I.t'ennesseo. Turchin beg!!'.n to feel 

pressure trom enemy fOI'cee to the west . n the twenty-second 

orne of the Fourth Ohio ran into Rebel piokets five miles 

from Tusoombla, and two hundred ene':iY oavalry tried to seize 

the bridge north of Courtland and thus out off TUl"ohln l e 

'bri gade from Huntsville. On the twenty - fourth word came to 

him that a larger force WIlS moving to get between h1m and 

Deoatur. He passed this information on to IIi tohel "rho l'eluc-
106 tantly ord,ared him to withd.raw to that point . 

As much as he wanted anything just then ~.it ohel wanted 

a large Feder al fOI'oa to come down and Join 1'urohin for a 

thrust a.t C01"1nt h and the Hobl1e d Ohio Ra11road. But 

Halleck and Buell weren1t sending any reenforcements, and 

'atchel dido 't '·'ant to lose Turch1n and hi s brltl:ade, so he 

ordered them back. Turchin left Tusoomb1a and met a part of 

Lytle l s 'brigade wh1ch ,·)1 tahel had sent as support at Jone ... -

borough. Before leaving there the next day Turchin had to 

burn 40,000 of the rations whioh had come in, but he brought 

the rest away safely. On the retreat from Jonesborough he 

lost about fifteen strru;;;:;lers from the Nineteenth Il11nois. 

which showed that he \laS ~ov1ng fast, and t hree men of the 

1060. R. , X, Pt . It 642 , Pt . 2, 125 ... 26, 133-34. 
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Fourth Ohlo 'Were wounded in cavalry skirmish at Leighton. 

His adv8,nce reached Decatur that n1ght a.nd imed1ately began 

to cross the bridge . After h1s br i tiade crossed, the Tenth 

and Third Ohio of Lytle followed .. All of the 'fhlrd Di~lsion 

was now north of the Tennessee Ri ver. The Decatur brldge 

·--8 burned. 10'7 

a(Hy turning his back on Corinth) tU tehol now looked 

to·oI1ard Brldgeportend pas t 1 t to Chattanooga, the gateway t· 

t Tennessee and Georgi a . At Bridgeport were tt'iO br1dgeQ_ 

conneoting an lsland in the middle of the Tennessee ; over 

these the X'a,11road ran to Chattanooga. If :aridf~eport could 

be ta.ken , an advance on Ohat t l;tnooga from 1. t or Via Jasper to 

the north was poss i ble . iatchel theref ore noen1;rated 

Lytle's (less the Forty- Second Indiana and t he Fi fteenth 

Ken t uc ky which t.l1ere at ShelbyVille a.nd Fayet t evi lle reepeo ­

tively) and 9ill1 s brigades, two oQmpanies of the l"Qurth 

Ohlo t and Loomis· Batter y A, lPlrst "fich.1gan Artillery at 

Stevenson on April 25 for a movement against Bri dgeport . 

Next morni ng after rapid advance and some adroit manuev e p
-

i ntr he chased t be Confederates out of that oity, saving the 

west br idge. The retreating Rebels had t1me to burn th 
109 

other bridge . But , lU tchel report ed , II holding the main 

l07t'b i d . , X, Pt . 1 , 643 , Pt . 2* 133 ~34 i, Beatty, pp. 
104-106. -

10Slb1d. , p . 106 ; o. R~, X, Pt . 1, 642, 655-56; Nev 
YOl"kHl;3~~'l4, -"a1 11, 1862. 



6 

br1dge , we can oross to t he other shore whenever it be deemed 

neoessary. " 109 He now held a ll of' t ,he Memphis and Cha.rleston 

north of t he Tennessee River, a more than one hundred and 

t wenty mile stretch . 

In the meantime Turchin, after crossi ng the Tennessee, 

received orders to send a regi ment to oocupy 4. t hens to the 

north on t he Tennessee end Al abama P~11road, and to take t he 

rest of his bri gade back to Huntav j.lle . 80 on April 27) 

UFather" Stanley and t he Ei ghteenth Ohio entered Athens , and 

~he rest of the Ei ght h Brigade oamped a t Huntsville . on 

l.ilay 1 sOllla mounted Confederates surprised and drove t h 

,!:l ghteenth Ohio out of At hens . t1itchel, riding Uy on ~ 

locomotive . met Stanley ret reating a.nd t old him he "'foul 

order up reenforcements . He r an back to t ile nearest t el "" ­

graph sta tton and ordered out Turch1n with :part of hls bri­

gade. 11e t hen r eturned to Huntsville. Turohin pick.ed up 

dtan1ey and hls men and hurried on to Athena . Pi s troop 

cleared t he Rebels (Jut of t he to:m on t he morning ot tf'ay 2 

nd then prooeeded to do one of the most t horough Jobs of 

"Oil1aglng t hat any town has had. the misfortune to endure . 110 

l09n. R. , X, Pt . 1, 656. 
~~ 

110Ibid" X, Pt . 1,642, 876-77. -



CHAPTER IV 

HE 3ACK OF ATH€NS 

;;:-~':::i=--:-:- ~ '1.'-,-'12- --~ --- iI}, 

fUtonel t S oampa1gn, which had begun with such h01)S 

and suooeeded with auoh dash, began to deteriorate 1n the 

l ast days of April. True , the Brld.3eport exp edition had 

aohieved notable strategic advantages , and there were a few 

more s mall triumphs to come . },~ everthele hen Turohin 

~J 1thdr'ew from t he south side of the Tennessee River, d,eral 

po~rer in Northern Alabama be~an to \l1eaken . 

From t he beginning Hltchel had seen enol"OOUS stra te­

giC possibilitles in his occupation of Northern AlaDama l a 

drive aga i nst Corinth and the l1la1n link of ~i;cb lle and Chat ... 

t e.nooga ; an advance on Ohattanooga and from t here into East 

'.l:ennessee- - and the threa t or this :nove 'Worried the Cont eder .... 

(ille command,sX' in East Tennessee, ~<1aJor-General :E. Kirby 

"lmi th, cons1dera bly--or North Geo Nl: i a . cuello t'ihile he ·~as 

not violently opposed to the movement against Ohattanooga a t 

leas t, was incHned to see difficul't1es i n 1 t and d l d not in 

any case prase Halleck for quick execution of it. It was 

69 
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his idea that the Federal armies should advance slowly seour­

ing everything behind them AS t hey went, beoause it seemed to 

him that the ocoupation of the enemy ' s territory was Just 

1mportant as beating his army in battle . This was also th 

view of the main obstacle to the kind of swift, ag~resgive 

action that lU tchsl wanted, the Union COllU'!lander"'itl-Ch1ef in 

the ~~e st , MaJor-General Henry "'aJar Hal leok. 

old Brains was oommanding personally 1n the t'1eld 

tel" Shiloh. and he wasn I t sho\COJlng much ability. }l e 1/1US 

nrobably one of the best theoret ioally educated soldiers on 

the North American c ~.mtlnent --hence the sobriquet, "Old 

Br a-ins I! --and he had proved himself an able a.Wninistl" ator by 

atralG!:ht enln~ out t he t angle Fremont had left behind hi m 

but active direction of a l ar ge army was clearly beyond his 

oapab1lities . The near - dlaas ter at Shiloh had scared h1m 

badly--(}rant had not entrenched hie army t here > and the 

Confederates nearly drove it into the Tennessee as a result . 

o on t he march to Corinth from Pi ttsburg I.ending (which wa 

on the Tennessee River a. short dlstance from Shiloh church" 

desPite the fa.ct that he had Grant' s , Popels , and Buell ' s 

rmies , together acountlng to perhaps 120 1 000 men, and out­

numbered Confederate Beaurea~rd's force r et reating before hi m 

by better than two to one, he moved caut1Qualy, that 10) 

slowly . He entrenohed- - every day he entrenched--and di gging 

tlme reduced marohing time, so that Halleck ' s army i nohed 
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its way tOl-tard Corinth g lacially, or. rv1ng ur the countrys1ae 

1n its uath . 111 

alleok. and Buell [!'eneral ly neglected m. tchel' S opn.-,.-

tiona . POI' one stretch of tuo weeks (la:ce 1'il and early 

?~a.y) fitchel did not reoeive any communications f;r>om e1the 

of them. But Secretary of War 1:dmund :4 . ~~t~nton and I;resi ­

dent Li ncoln 1,/e1"e ext remel y interested, and on ".pril 21 

3t anton ordered Mitchel to re?ort his aotlvltie traotl:; t 

the War partment . Bu t !H tahel ~""aa st ill under the command 

of Buell and Halleok and h e was g etting 11 'ttle hel D frol' 

them. He dldn 1 t receive anything approach ing the reenforct:­

men ts he wanted to enable h i n to advance farther, and ~ 

an't until "~ay 7 th::>t he .", C"' lven command 0:1;' the aI'e~. 

and the trooDs t here in, throu~h whioh r..is comounlca t1.on c, Y'n 

trom Nashvl1l f robab1.y ev en t h i s vIas achieved t hrolLSh 

pressure on Ha.lleck fro m ~1'ash1ngton . H1tohel a0 .1l; l a1ned 

repeatedly about t he l acl,., of supnort from Halleck, tmd the 

developed a r a t he lnr oorrespondence ,t.ll"ounrJ. the 

·untev111o - ' . .;ashing ton-P1 ttaburg L!lndin~ tr i angle concernl1't;> 

Northern .\lilbam2.. . 112 

lll Catton, p . 127; Horn, p . 14S. 

112ThlS correspondenoemay be found i n __ ___ . 
2, 114-119. 121+-26 t 133-31~ , 155-56~ 162- 63 , 166-6'7 
17g, 180- 81 , 195t 204 , 212-13, 222. 262 , 271, 27 
290-95 , 618 - J.9, 624. , 631+ . . 
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hat this all meant to O~msby Mitchel was that he wa 

not under any eircumstences going to get the reenfo~cements 

he needed from Halleck and that the latter was not gOing t 

"\Ie in Corinth at any time soon. As a result he had to solve 

his problems moetly without outside help, and he had pro"­

lems . His orlg inlll objective had been tho Memphis ,e,nd 

Chllrleston Ra1 lroad . and holding on to it was the cause of 

them. Be scattered port ions of his oomma.nd alon~ it at i m-

J~rtant towns , bridges , and Junctions . and he used it t 

upl"ly them gnd Jiove them around. In f aot the safety of his 

force depended uyon the continuous operation of the rail­

road. But this uas no simple jOb. First, it t ook money, 

,,!'eE',t deal of it , to keen the trains moving , money which 

1tchel did not have. ut he had captured cotton, and. he 

brough uyers for it down from the horth. he !loney thus 

obtained was used to r in~nce the operation of the r ailroad. 

It totaled about ·l S,000 . 113 

More ser10us than the shortage of money, · however, were 

the destructive aotivities of Reb.el oavalry against the 1"a11-

road.. Dart. i ng here d there they at times nearly paralyzed 

l 13Ibld. , 292-93 . The eccentri0 colonel of the Twen­
ty-F1rst o~ S111 ' s Brigade, J . W. Norton, showed up in 
Ci ncinnati in .fuly irlith '!oluminous oharges against lHtohel 
fort among other things, oorrupt dealings in the sale of oot ­
ton. Kitohel denied themt and Norton was eVentually arrested 
hen he went east, but Suell must have r emembered this i nci ­

dent later. --Cinclnnat1 Daill Oo~er~ial) July 15, lS62; Chi­
c!8o Daily Tribune, J'u!y 15, 1862. 
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movement and ~enerally made life mlserabl or ?Utohel, 

Turchin. and every soldler 1n the Third Division. There 

ere an inoredible number of ways railroad oould be dam-

aged, and the !lebels used all of them. They burned brldGe~) 

tore up track der a iled trains, cut telegraph \>11res, diQ-

strayed fuel and traok ties . They attacked br.1d.ge guarding 

parties and l 1,;.rgel:' detaohman posted 1n towns, and they 

r~lded. Hltchel's lines to t he north. lJometlmes unexpectedly 

a brillian t flash of haroist'! oocurred in the incidents, 

l ike t he defense of the railroad bridge at ~alnt Rock by t~ 

sergeants and t went y- tvlo men of the '.l'enth ilisconsln, s ill ' s 

brigs.de , ar;alnst t \-iC hundred and fift y ene rr,y Qavalry on 

ItP1'11 2S. But mostly there 'Were infuriating minor disaster .. , 

.,s the time, Hay 1 , . 'hSll ti:~e pestiferous l1or~an took t~ 

hundred and s ixty ~risoners 

F. ' .• ;' ltehel, ;,;rmsby :.I itchel ' 

ulaski. among them Caotain 
114-on and ald. 

Bes ide r egul ar Confederate toroes, Mitchel had t 

f In'ht guerrillas and II bushwhackers, II bandi t - so ldlers and 

ahopk '1 t il Shotguns in their closets. In their m11d-

est form t hey we~ pies and informers keepl the Rebel 

oaValry lnfo:rme<i of Federal troop strengths and move.nent 

tel11nr,- the'll of o.;port unlties whfm a small bridge guard 

could be sna.pped u:;. If they Were more active, they flitted 

324. 
1140• R. , X, Ft . 1f 653 -55, 874-76; Mitohel, pu. 30v, 



out of the night to ,k:il1~ ~\I'o '.J.n':i, burn, destroy~ ftwi then 

dls6\l)pe~red into t he oountl'ythey knew as the E"ederals dld 

not. 115 Ordinary tactioal moves and Buell i a Qonoilia to;r'y 

74 

poltcy brought li ttle 9UC00SS afje. inst these people, lilO 

barsher measures were adopted . As J ohn Beatty eXplained itl 

Here ai'ter every time the telegraph wire '(..raB cut we 
would burn & heuse; every time a train ~lae fired 
upon we wo ul<l hang a man; and we would oontinue to 
de this until every house wa s burned and every man 
hanged between Deoatur and Bri dgeport . . .. We 
proposed. to hold th?6citizene responsible for these 
cowlirdlyassault s. 11 

Eeatty had seen eigbt of his men w,iounded in an ambush at the 

village of Paint Rock on tha t day, £.1ay 2, "tlhen he wrote this 

in his dLary. Be had backed hi~ train up to Paint Hoc k 

after the 8.mbush and set fire to the town, \'1hlch aotion 

:~i tehel a.pprov ea l.;hen he heard of' it . Ambush arad retaliation 

soon becatle general thing 1n Northern Alabama. II? 

When R.ebel raiding reached its peak late in April, 

111tchel had al l he coul d to eombnt It . Hls div i sion dangled. 

1150 • . R. , X, Pt . 1. ($'17 . 

116seatty, p. 109. 

Other bushWla.'ck i ng i nciden t, 
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down into Northern Alabar..Ja a.t the end of tenuous line of 

communi oa tion and ,\fas strung out to protee.t the pr eoious 

railro ad. It was not noarly large enough a force to control 

the area which 1 t ~'ra.s occupyi ng. Cavalry especiG.l.lly TlIas 

needed t0500ut the surrounding country and patrol the rail 

line. ut Mitohel d.i dn' t get cava lry or muoh else, so he 

turned to exvedients to partly make up this deficien.cy. Be 

$or0118o. intelligent Negroes as scouts--bad medic1neto 

Buell--and built rickety l it tle gunboat to operate on the 

(renneSSe6 . And he \;]9';S oonstantly 1n Illot ion shUi'tH.ng his 

for'ces Gund to keep his terri t ory in hand . which 1. t nevel' 

,. u1te was . He spent his s'peLre momen ts yelling to Viashinft ton 

f or reenforoements· and wondering why Kirby $ml th didn I t come 

d J: 
..r. . 118 over an cut 11m otf. 

The Book of Athen. 

I t was during those anxious; da.ngerous days of la.te 

A:oril t hat Turchin sent the Eighteenth Ohl0 to Athens . Ye t 

for a few da.ys it seemed that Athens might be a little 

nclave ot peace and good feel ing , despl te t he· turbulence 

a.round it . j.\·t;hens was no jerkwater town . It was the e.dmin-

1180• R. , X, Pt . 2, 124, 162 ; Mitchel , p . 321. At 
the same time Kirby Smith ~Jas 1tJOndering !flhy M1 tChel didn t t 
corte over and take Chattanooga. In April he had at va.r ious 
times only from three to Bix regiments 1n Chattanooga . For 
all of East 'fennessee Smitb. had 16,000 men and. t W"ent y ~uns. 

A n u a . 1 ~43' Pt ~ 47 ~ 7~ . --~ . ;-'\. t' 1 _A~; rl" . , ,0 J . • t:::" , - o. 



istratlve seat of Limestone County, and the 1560 oensus 

lis ted ito population as ~, Q91 Negroes and 71 215 whites . 

76 

F'urthermore, Athens College, an inst1tution of higher learn-

ing for .young women '""as located there, aa,lin£!: a 1;ouch of 

enlightenment to t he char'ac tel'" of the town . '1'11ere were a 

fe,,; people of Uniontst sentiment there, too J and perha.p 

Fenerally t he citizen ere mo:!"'e inclined to taJ:t.e 8< reason-

able a. ttitude tOif/a.rd the presence of Federal troops in their 

tOtt"n . 'fhe men of t he Zighteonth Chl0 certainly me t them 

half\<lay, tor the deportment of the soldiers was exempl ary, 

such a9 would have- ma(le even Buell proud. 119 One Athens 

01 tlzen sai d that the1.r conduot was" Unexoepttona,'ble! 'I'he 

C1tizens were oongra.tulating themselves upon having such an 

orderly set . «120 , 

But thi s goo d. feeling Vanished at t he arrival of the 

Hebel oava,lry. 0010ne1 Stanley, on receiving W01'(l from 

'!'urchln that an enemy foroe was in t he neighborhood. of 

Brown'e Ferry, sent a reoonna.issance party thel'e on April 30, 

12° '1'a-stimony of t,l{ . P. Tanner, l'Oourt-l4artla l Pro­
ceedings , II :po 59. 
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but t bey came 'up empty. Yet the very next morning , a t 

about eight-thirty, Hebel Colonel J . 3. ScottI First LOllisi-

na Cavalry , came 1.n to tOltJ'n ".,-1 t h one hundred and t'V!elve of 

his men and two small cannon. Scott bumpe{l into St,lnley' s 

p iokets about a mile a nd n half 6outh'llle,st o f town and drove 

them. baok through a. uhe.v.t field on the l'4oKinny farm. As his 

men re~.ched HcKinnyl s, Stanley c ame up to join them. They 

oontinued to fall back past the 11.c Klnny house, ~"hleh we.a 

a.bout a quarter-mile from the Courthouse Square, until t hey 

stopped a nd ma.de a sta.nd neer the rFtilro,e,d stat ion . He,re 

another company COining from the Fairgrounds joined them, an.d 

. to~ eth.er they reversed t he flow. chas1ng the l'iders, some of 

t hem 1n gray and mos t in ci.v illan clothes, out along the 

Florenc e road. others of t he Eighteenth joined in the craa.se, 

and. the enemy gallop ed westward and out of eight . Panting 

f rom their run, the Clhlo men then l'etr&ced their steps to the 

"est side of the Courtholl .Be Square where iltanley had the hal .... 

enee .of the If:.lghteenth ( exoepting $: few f oraging details a nd 

company guarding bridges) formed in 11ne. I t ~fas about 

nine o'Clock. 122 

121Thi.S Brown I s ''ferry If.ras in Norther n Alabama and 
connee ted roads from Athens and Oourtland. A,notherl mo re 
famous Brown's r,'erry. in 'l'ennessee, El.ppears later in this 
na rrative. 

122 O. it., X, 
pp. 56-59, 13Y=40 f 1 

878 i \I Court- ,;!artlal .;::> roceeding s,·l 
lS2 -83 · 
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Ste.nely no"ti ;1t;;'llt out a.long the railroad south of 

Athens to loo}t for thGI bl' i dge ... ~uard:1. ng :fo rce , lrlhlctl he,d not 

come 10 fi t the sound ot the skirmish. !nnls e.bsenoe I.ieu ~ 

tenant-Colonel (aven sent the reg imental Vl8,goDS Emuth,efard 

towa rd. th~ Huntsvil le road. At about ten ot olocl>;. t'dO cannon 

reports f;rom the v;ost ~"ere h(':ard, then a third. much nea;N.:r, 

gnd without further wRiting Given put the regiment in motion 

on the route of the wa.gon,s . T'he eEI.noon noises apparently 

rattled hlm, for if the B:ightesnth had made !fA fight of it 

right 1n town, 1t would have ele e-med up Scott I s fOi~oe qui "6 

nioe1y . < tanley, Qorulng b.£\ck with M.s los t oo mpany 1 c,au.ght 

sight of his oO.r.JcIR!lcl as 1 t \liaS leaving tOlt1n . Deoiding- tha t 

G. defensive stand the:r'e in the open country \'las a bad. :f'lsk , 

he kept the regiment f!'voving toward Huntsvill e . 'i'here ',.;ere 

tltTO trains at the ~:t;hens depot wi t h steam up, one of them 

contaln1fH~ 25,000 ratlons bound for Hu.ntsville~ s.nd he 

ordered them to run southtv8rd. 
1 ')1( 

Jus t t hen Hl tC.':Ie 1 came up. ,I;;. 

t<-11tohel had left ~unt$v 1l1eon a looQ !llotlve~ and he 

p icked up the neT/'S 01' 3tanley' s encounter 1.,r i th the Hebel 

cavalry from a 14egro at }1Qorceville . rie sped on e.nd ;ran 

near enou¥3"h to Athens to See thB,t the Eighteen th Oh10 ~;a s 

leaving 'to\\!rl 1,11 good order. He i mmediat ely Gent ott note 

to Stanley telling him t l-"Rt he ~\Toulr1 be reenforced /i:\.fld to 

continue east'\~ard . l'hen he backtX'acked to the nea.rest 

123 IblcL ',- pp. 58- 59 , 92 -91~, 136- 40. --.-
~ 
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tele~raph sender to callout Turchin t s brirJ:B.,de a t Huntsville . 

The t wo trains from Athens oaught up to him while h e was 

telegraphi ng and the three of them oontinued southt'1ard. They 

were he ld u!l a.bout 8.n hour at Mooresviile and then w€n t on. 

The train guards were left at !JtOoresv1l1 e to Join the r een-

foro ement s at Athens . Mitohel's englne and t he train behind 

him renohed Huntsville 1n safety but t he third one, t he train 

tI,i th t he rations, s mashed up ,9, t the Li mes tone Creek bridge 

124-four miles east of l-looresvll1e . 

It ~Nas Beaver Creel ... a. l l Ov er again . Zarl ier i n the 

day f1t t y ot' s i xty civilians had att acked, the f,£uaru at the 

Limestone bridge k illing t wo and. wound.ing four and Q,1":l.v1n 

tho rest aw&y . TheyeaNed. t he horizon t a l s upports of t he 

brld«e (called II stringers" ) 81most t h rough a nd 'Plent out of 

si9.:ht to \.ra1 t fo1' a t rain to come alon~ . Someho\<J 'the f1:rst 

two tra i ns pa,ssstl t he briclge without trouble but when the 

heavy rat ion train Came up, the bridge snapped, droppi ng it 

into Limestone Creek. Fortuna.tely this time t-he train wae 

not ca.rrying carloads of 801dl er s _ and of the train crew and 

the few soldl ers on board, only three v ere ki l led. A bran:e-

man died in the cra sh 1 tself but t wo so l diers who ,·lere 

injured died horribly . The bushwhackers drove awa.y the 

au;rv1vors a.nd eet the tra in on fi re , slii.vin@;' onl y vlhat t hey 

l24A. R. j X, Pt . 1. 876-77. - _. 
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Gould oarry a't;l8,Y . The tliO injured men we re t x'apped in box-

oar as 1 t began to burn and. the Rebels woulCl.n l t let them get 

out of it . 50 it became their ooffin--they were bur-ned to 

dea th. A. few minutes latar t he train guards fron1 ~ooI'esville 

came up and put the enemy to flight . But the da.Ir.age had been 
125 done . . 

11;eanwh11e Rebel Colonel Scott a.nd hal f of his force· 

char Red into Athens and took possession of i t . They galloped 

1n on t he Florem}e road crea tlng an inoredible racltet a s t hey 

oame and stopped briefly at the square to leave a small &uar 

and get information f rom t he cro'll'Jl1 t hat h 8.(l ga t hered there . 

'rhen they r ushed of:!:' in pursuit of the Eighteen t h Ohio . 

few minutes l a t er the rest of Sco tt' s fOrce r ode 1n and fol -

10'l#ed them. 1'1110 oi tizens. J . B. Hollingsworth armed wi t h a. 

knife and. Geor ge Hason with a shot gun , joined t hem. The 

hard- driving Rebel troopers mi ssed St a.n leyls main forGe, but 

they d1d catoh the t Ttlen t y men ltlho had been out 1'oraging plus 

the fou%' ""!lgons t hey he.d wi '!ih them. Afte r looking ,,-round fo r 

other isolat ed det achment&, Sco tt's men r eturned to Athena. 

A ahort time l a t er Hason and Hollingsworth rode i n with <:{ 

pr ison er, a wo unded Un ion soldler, walking before them. They 

turned him Qver to Scott, ~vho bed octal' t e.ke ca r'e of the 

;nan I S wound, which l,'1£tS not serious , a nd t hen put him in t he 

l 25I bld .• 877, "Court - :18,rt1al !'roeeedi ngs , II p . 115. --
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l,ooal J a il. oott t h en ordered the townsfollt to g ive hi s 

men dinner , \-'hich ~/a. S done with muoh fra. t ernizing bet\'l sen 

~oldiers and civilians during the mea l. Af ter dinner a f orce 

went out to destroy :~ ta111 e yJ 5 camp a t the Fairgrounds . 'fhey 

burned Gveryth ing but the knaps a oks which they gave to the 

NegroOB . 126 

While Athens was slipping out from under I<~ederal oon­

trol ana disast er was str.1klng a t Li mestone Oreek , 'l'urchi n 

~"as prepari ng to march from Huntsv i lle to p ick up t he pieces . 

'i itchel's order came ove r t he wi re at 1130 P. M. telling h 1m 

to t ake f 1 va hundred men Over t he r e,ilroad to Madison and 

thence to Athens by ;roal': . Turch1.n seleot~ c;t f ive companies , 

two hu.ndred and fifty men each, fro m the Nine teenth Illinoi s 

nu Thirt y- Seventh Ind1ana . The commanders of these detach-

menta r e Lieutenant-Colonels soott and Wil11am D. ~ ard . 

By the time '1'urchin had h i s men <l.t t he station Hitchel had 

returned . H1 tohel told him t hat he ".S\ $ sending. five or s i x 

co mpanies of the ? ou:r-th Ohio un d.er Colonel Kennet t and a 

seotion of Loomis' battery a long ",rHh hlm on the train, ana. 

th~ t eight companies; fi ve hundred men of the TlFlenty- F'ourth 

llinois, and Edga x'ton I s gun s i-ve r e going to s tr i ke out on the 

rood and meet hi s force near At hens . 127 

126Ib1d. ) pp . 56-59, 109;- 141-46. 

1-3· 
127 <.1tatement of Col. Turchin, !£!!., Appendix A, pp .. 
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rUtchel was bc1U.ng, 8.nd as'l'urahin '\ii,'alll about to d e-

8.rt, II Old Starsi! e tepped out on t h e platfcl'm and delivered 

an rmgry harangue to the t,roOp s on the1. r train . TheY!:lere vO 
II make 8,11 posalble h l\tste, Ii he shouted, tI to drive them 'to the 

river, to ' annihila te t hem. jl l 2S 'J.'hen turning to the inen 

e1 ta.nding around him he said, 11 {}0 into them e.nd don't leave 

I . II • . l\1?9 ,(: a grease spot,; and. ' don' t leave a post standing. - ,Rei'leo-

ting on these wer'de lat 'er a eap t aln of t he Nineteenth 1111-

n01S saiei , II I suppose he intend~ ·d we were to olean thing s out 
130 generally. " 'rhe soldiers at least got that message. Eany 

of them thought that t h ·ey would be ordered to burn Athens 

when 'they ar rived t here. Shortly after the t roop train left , 

Hltchel had mOre '1;0 say. H@21r l ng of the deat h of the t TtiO men 

in the Li mestone .'treck he sald , 11 I '111 11 build a monument to 

these t wo men on thesita of At hens. I have dealt gently 

long enough "tIlth t~H;se p eople. l' ','1'111 tt'y another course 

nO\!,1 . u 131 

'llur'chin dl s:embari\e'G. his men at MalUsonand tl1ere they 

fi rst learned of the t ra.gedy a t Li mestone bridge plus lnCl;'6-

~g .. . . . . Testimony of Capta, in Warren E;dgarton ; Battery .& ; 
F1.ret Ohi o Art1l l ery. HOcurt-Martial l?roaeed l ngs, II p . 148 . 

129Test1mony of Sergeant Dan i el !4arcy, Nineteenth 
1111no18, l bld • • p . 163; a lso r'eport ed by Capta.in Kno'Jllton 

l-. dl ~- 't' · "" 1 1 1 ...... ~ ~ 15"-' ua.n ·el', L'U nelleen n ..... . no · s, 1.1\J"'o. . ; p • . J . 

130 Chandler, I bi{);. 
~ 

l31.;17es t l mony of Seoond l~leut~nant 'f.i llh.m B. Ourtis I 
~ lnetesnth I l linois, Ibid . , p . 116. 

~ 
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dlble t a les about t he f81t.e o f t t19 E1ghteenth Ohio, at \'ihich 

everyone' 8 temper'ature l1cnt higher . 'l'he men of' the tUne-

teenth I llinois must have remembered tha t f)' r1m night a.t 

Beaver Creek 8.nd ma.rked the par e.l1el \~i th the disaste:r at 

Limestone Creek. Doubtless they t old their comra.des a bout 

1 t . Ttlink1ng he..rd they mo.rchedtoward Athena 'ftJhlle l{ennett 

took h 1s cavalry on ahea.d. to IliSfte contact ~/l th Stanley. 

rUl'chin and the main force soon me t t he Ei ghteenth and. the 

oavalry and the Ohio boys told wi ld. exciting. untrue stories, 

of their tight a nd retreat of t he ffiQ rning . 'l'u.rchlnordered 

the Ei ghteenth to 1'all in be-bind hisoolumn and the seething 

soldiers marched on . 11 things considered., if they had 

rea.ched Athens 1n that s t at e of super fury that had built up 

in them , the tOvln ~Tould have been reduced to toothpicks. 

ut t'ort'unately for all concerned darkness lnter'/ened, end 

Turohin closed down the maroh for t he night at Ii point nine 

miles from A.tbens . Just b efo're that Edgarton and }l1halotzy 

came up with t heir foroe . 132 

hortly after sunri,se n9xt morning , !.-18Y 2 { Ma:y 1 had 

indeed been long and eventful day} , D. H. Bingha.m, an 

Athens 01 t1zen B.nd still an outspoken adherent to the old 

fl8.G , was standing in front of his house t a lkJ.ni2: tilth James 

Donnell, c1tl ~en of oppos1te , that is Secessionlst, senti-

132/t Court - ;.Jal"tial Proceedi ngs, II Pl' . 119. 14~-49, 155, 
lS5; St a te!1'.ent 01' Col. Turchin , I~id. , Appendi x A. pp. 3-5. 



menta . Union soldier s, Bin~he.m predlot e cl, "would. be baCk 
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here before 10 o'cloak today, with reinforcemen ts; and." he 

added ominously, III should not be surprised. if they destroyed 

our' t o\vn. tl Never, replied Donnell . At tha t momen t the y sa';! 

,"'- Blue horseman oha se Ill. Rebel l'ider • .;estwa,rd :p8.St the house 

B.nd through t he to\'ln. II IrA-ere t h ey are nOIN , /I exc l a i med 

,.inGham tr1umphantly. 133 At 3 :00 A. l~ . Tur oh in had sent 

iCennett and his troopers t o reconno:\. tel' t he tOYlm, and t hey 

found and chas ed f1 ve of Soott's p lokets ba ck through it. 

'loott with h is main foroe B.t t he f airgrounds Imew that ther e 

1.118.S 11 hard cora of lnfantry behind t his c avalry ,shell arid 

irnmediately began to r e t rea t northwestwa r d to lt.Tard the E:l k 

ivaI" with Kennett in close pursuit . By the time TUrchin 

60t his infantry and guns up , Athens was olea r of enemy 

troops 3.nd he :narched in unoppos ed, Ou tis i de of t Ovm Turehl n 

<lirec ted an aide, Second Lieutena.nt William B. Cur tis, to 

halt t he Twenty-Fourth and Thirty-Seventh compani .es and 

'Sdl!arton'a ba ttery, while he personally led t he N1neteenth 

111n018 detachment and Ei gh te ent h Ohio and t he guns from 

Loom1e' battery in to Ath ens . Th en the fun began.13!~ 
'I'urohin rode in ,>Ii th h is men and disposed them a long 

133Teat1mony of Bingham, IfOourt"'i~artlal Proceedings, II 
pp. 171- 72 . 

134i' Court-¥.artia1 
C!tatement, "Oourt-Ha.rtlal 

roceedlngs; il p . 116; Col . 'l'ul"chln' s 
roceedlngs t Ii Appendix A, p . ,-
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the south and ~~est sides of the Courthouse Square cover 

the florence and Brow'n t sPerry r08,ds . ben h e ha.d. them stacK 

arms and said, as reported by [;l.n Athens residen t, that lihe 

would shut his eyes for 2. hours and let t hem do as they 

pleased .. II 135 The men fanned OU.t all over the square and 

t hrough the town and ·shelled houses and. gtores li~te walnuts . 

jibe post offioe, .q t a ilo r shop, and. all o t he;::o stores en th 

squ.are but three t'i'ere re.ns8.cked ~ t he lr con t ents stol en , torOt 

cBstroye'd , or et re\1fn on t h e floor or outside on the ground,13 

One ci t izen testified l ii I saw soldiers goinG allover town , 

"oaming withou t reatra-int, a.nd nobouy a ppeared to I'estrain 

them. 1I137 In the afternoon TUrch i n "'ent out to the Fairgrounds 

",11,- ound t awn p er sonally exami ned ita defensiv .0881b111-

ties. He returned tha t night by which t1. me Stanley , whom he 

had ear-l i er appoint ed provost- marshal J had at least partly 

put the l id back on the town . 13g By that t lllW" a s 5ergea.l1t 

l3 5Teat i m.o ~1Y of 'vI . P. 'fanne r , t1ayor of .~t;heng1 IICourt­
.i'<:ar t'ia.1 Pr oceedings , II p . 54. ;J.b.at Turch i n exactly s a id on 
this oocasion wll1 never be known . M.any and. conflicting ver-
ions may be found i n various sources . Bee ? un t enny, pp. 23 -

24; Spl11ardF. Ba rrall , Ii!s tor~ of the [!'1ort~-Seaond Indiana 
Volunteer Inf ant ry ( Chi cago , l S92), pp. ' 127 - S; Oa.nf l eld, p . 
6'0; Joseph 11 . va:re, runty a nd t he Ca.va l !' : A Hlator',r of 
Cava lrf C&mpai,ns 1l! th~e's te 2'n Arml~s. Harr1.sourg, "hmn ­
sylv R.na~ n~S6 , p . 2l3. 

13 6d Court - :-1a.rtial Pr oceedlngs , t1 pp. 16- 1? J 37.J..j.2, 45-
4g, 50- 55, 62-69. 76-77. 101-102 , 107, 110 . 

1~57'rest1mony of Thomas J . Cox , ~. t p . 40 . 

13SI'Cou:rt - l:.'lart i al Proc 6Cld l ngs t l! p . 116. Co1. Turohin's 
° t a tement ., Ibi d. , pp. tS - 13 . 
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.f'untenny re illembered it) II there was not much v a. lue to be seen 

in At hens. Not during a ll t he re rna l.nder of the war' 1(l&S sue' 

' -n t on destruotion ot property seen by tho ne men. u1}9 aomln~ ",. 

from ru~m who l ater l a i d a heavy ha.nd ()'fl Geor gia d1..lJ:"in£;c Sher-

ma.n · s mar oh t his t,;;a,a quite an s.ppre.lsaL 

Krmnett meanwhi l e hacl chased 300ttl s f orce to a .s lough 

neal" the Elk River and had tried to d islodge It fronl H s posi.-

tion . He ~lae unsuooes s ful . Turoh.in sent Ol.lt Lieut.enant-, 

Oolonel Given with reenfo::romnents i n wagon s t but before t bey 

r eached the plac e where the Fo'urth Ohi o w~s f ight i ng , the 

enemy escaped aorossthe Elk. 'r'he Fourth Ohio lost f Ollr 

k illed and eigbt wounded 1n th1~ little e nga g ement , twelve 

more n$.t\'H'H3 t o be a dded to tn e Union loss for the day . But 

Athens was baok I n t he grasp of the Fea er'a l forc .es .11+a 

Unti l hl s bagg ;;'lge arrive(;\ on the aixth , 'i'urchin quar-

t et"ed some of hls t lrOO P S in priva t e residenoes; and in t h ese 

the d i sor de l'ly beha.~!ior of t h e troops aOfit1mAed. Part of 

the Twent.y .... F'ourth IlUnoia wa s quartered £:'l.t 'the home of John 

Haywood Jones. and he remonstra ted with Col onel Mi halotzy at 

their conduot. }Hhalotzy, in Jones' words, Itoursed me and 

said ! deserv ed i t a s 1 t'itlS nothing but a damned Secosl:l, and 

139Puntenny. p . 2) . 

140 . ' Ibi d . , pp. 117-12C . 
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141 
other similar ''ford.s . !f Soldiers 9.190 penetrated int o the 

country B'N' eeping u) meatt grain, molasses, fOl"age , horses. 

nd oth er 1 terns . ;3oltll::: of this '''''38 'tak.en out ot' military 

necessity and receipts were Riven in these Cases . The rest 

T4snt to satisfy in ful ler measure t he thirst for revenge 

t ha.t d.rove Turchin IS BOlcHers . The mos t trivia l aspect of 

their a ctivit i es H8S the de.mage done in t he fields: fenoes 

'Iere torn d01lm J f ence rails burned, ripe gr a i n in t he f1el (ls 

smashed by hors es' hooves. Limestone County, too~ felt t he 

heel of an angry co nQueror . 142 

A natural result of the relaxation of discipline 

during this time s that t he ba ser instinots of some of 

Turchin's men were allowed ire lay. On Nay 4 some soldisrs 

a tt empted to r ape a Negro servant glrl of Mr s . Miltlred Cl a."­

ton . They were unsuccessful, but t wo soldiers of the Thirt y­

~ eventh Indiana had bet 'ter luck. The same day t he y ~lalked 

out to t he pl ant ation of Krs . Charlotte Hi ne, lil, wl dOvi who 

lived seven miles sout hwest of Athens . There t hey r aped a 

teen-aged servant of !!,rs . m_ne. t lila particularly SiCK-

enlng outrage. The g irl 1'f8S only fourteen , but e.lready 8. 

mot her an s in f act sitting nursing her baby when t he 

,nen DB.me up . Her mother wa S 81 t t1n{~ with her. The act ',11 <:1 8 

141 Ib1d., pp . 117 - 120. 

1421b1d. , pp . 21-26.41 - 42 , 128 . 
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simple, brutal. The men rrta6e t h e gi rl pu 't t he baby dOirln and. 

r aped her. Then t h ey 't-1Sfi t away. l'li t h t h i s a ot t he Sack of' 

Athens ended , morear l es s ,11+3 

l'o t a l property damage for t he "JOrK done by Turch ln IS, 

t roops during t heir s t ay a t At hens was report ed by s COllt­

mlttoe of oitl ze ns to be $ 5l~~ 6el9 . BO. 144- Human damage Was 

l ese apparent, more pe rmanent . 'rhe peop lEP of At hens could 

s M_Tcely be expected. to t ake k lndl y to Ya.nkees aft er t hei r 

experience with Yank ee so ld1ers . Thus t b e Sac k of At hen s 

l ef t an 1.mperoe~tlble r esidue of hate . 

1'he thoroughness of 'rut-ohin' Jil mert " end a t t h e same 

time t hei,r d1scr1mi(lIatlon, waS :r em~lrkable . '£hey manag ed t o 

r~ tesl or brea k most o f "'hat they got their hands on , 'but one 

r emar kable omiss ion s t and.5 out - -(1). t side of fe.:nce r £11.1s, 

no t h.tng wa s burned , no t so muoh a s a n Quthous e. Th t:1 corres-

pondem t fo r the Chioas:o Tl me's ... - -& Democr8.. tio paper--wi t h 

U tchel ' s divis ion '<11:"o1;e la.te in J uly: III visit ed it 

[ At hens] more t han a month ago; I s a .. ; no signs of I ruin . i 

145 Q,l S.HJ l ut1on, .or decay. 11 I t s e e med t ha t 'l'urch l.n' s men 

t hought t hat t h e town t'loul d be bu.r ned . Wha t matt er t han if 

they stole or \<freaked property"i 1 t 'ITtHl all t o go up i n 

143!btd. , 9p. 22. 31.t -35. 
~ 

1440 . ft . , X, Pt . 2, 212. --
1450h1caG!;o 'l' imes ~ August 1, li162. 
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fla.me$! a:fly-.1G..Y . Capt ·a ln Ed.ga.rton !'€H1H:}mOered ttl? rnareh x'rom 

Huntev HIe on t he first Qf aay and the mood of t h e inen :, \I ! 

believe 1 t to be the general i mpress ion of t he 'troops 1;,ha t 

t;he town of AthenS "I~H; to be sacked a,no. burned on our arrl-

val . I will say in expl&natlon l " r eferrlng to Mitchel l s 

lnflarnmatory s peeoh , IIthat I heard it remarked by soldiers 

t hHt l'iuoh proceedings had been ordered. 11 146 And Capt a in 

Chandl e r observed, II Some of our soldiers t hought t he town 

would certa inly be burned. u141 

Athens eleEl,rly was t he viotim of a n el7lotl<H'l&l condi­

tion of Turchin and hts men. whioh Wtt S brought on by a chain 

Of circumstances foJ' which :tt was only partly responsible . 

The events t,rhloh brough t 'l'urchln IS soldiers to the doorst Bpa 

of At hens' stores with f"11'e 1n t heir eyes were many, but 

there \-jere t wo t hat tifere ot pri mary i mportanoe: the Li me .. 

stone wreok and. the then c urrent policy of l'@talia t.ion for 

suc h an oecurrel.')c e . vihether the p eople of At hens had sho''l'!1 

themselves guilty or not of harbor'ing orald ing bushwhackers 

Vlas only seoondary consider ation, a. Justifioa tion. afiel" 

the fact and. fot-meel by ;('eaSO!1, fot' an ao t oOflun :l'tted. .in an 

atmosphere of exoltement and 1.ntense f eeling . The point t:J'ElS 

t hat in the Goldlera' minds someo ne had to be roade to suffer 

146ItCourt -j~arti&1 Proceeding s , ~f ]1 ' 149 . 

147Ib1d. , p . 156. 
~ 
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for t he Li mestone O::('eek affair and the people of At hena 'finn'€;' 

unfortuna t e enough to h!:~v e been both relatlvely hana.:, and 

f.lElBoci li\ ted with itl if' only accid.enta lly . 

Buell Gets I!:ven 

Northern Al a.btam;J< cooled. down SOm liF.,lho.t aft er the first 

week of r1aYt a nd Eltchel was a.gain a ble to t ake the init i a ­

tlv~) a fter May 7 wh en Euell finally gave h im eommand of ilis 

ow'n cO!llalurlic{;ltlona . In t he days that follo'\!tled he s ent &n 

expecU tion to clea.t' out Hogersv111e '\i'lhlc.tl 'itfliHS the PB.s e of 

Hebel r eiders J5cott, Morgarl i and ot hers , [;1.ud. to seize the 

crossings of the Tenness ee w'es tof Decatur. On t1@Y 15 he 

r eported ~l 1th satisfaction: rl We· h&.v e nov>p possession of 19.11 

t he farries oe101;; Deoatur and. t heshoails [ lilUSele:ihoal s] , and, 

shall p revent hereaf ter t h e passage of aoy troops to t he 

north s 14e of the rlver. n148 

HalleCk fi na ll y took Corinth on Xay 30, aft er Beau-

rege.!'d had ev&oua C·ed 1t t he day before . He now di d \'fhat 

Mitchel had been begging tha t he do for f~ mon t h and half; 

he sent Buell aDd his army east,fard tovltl·r (.1. Chatttmooga. 

Howev er., that'. was a ca tch 1n t hi s . ]judI \<Fanted to mov e 

nort hward and advanoe via Nashv i lle and rJi cHinnville or -
Sparta , but Ha l leck made · it atl o!'<ler tha t h e adVance a lon{i!; 

the 1~ emphls .and Charlest on l1ne an d. tha t he r epair this as 

.-~~~~----.--~~--

14go Q Y ~t 1 392 . • L;' -_, ~ .. , ,,I. '" , ,. 
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he 'len t. The upshot; of it wa.s tha t Buell h a d. to move slowly 

... nd di d not reach Hunts'lTl11euntil t ne end of June . By t~iB 

time t l:"> e Confedera tes were about to t ake the ln1 tiati ve 1n 

the It/e et and vary soon Buell 'rlould have to hurry hls \1iho l e 

ar my all the way bac.k north to Ken tuol<;y, t hus abandoning all 

t he a <1va ntames t hat rutcbel and his m.en had l a bored to 

,,,-oh1eve 1n Northern Als,bar:lt~ . 

l et eVen l3,S Buell was crawling ee stwar d 1'ro:n Corinth, 

l:Utchel was still thlnk i n(r about fttr'ther offens1ve moves . On 

J une 6 he sent an expedition unde!:' geni al, oapable Bl"igadler-

G~neral J ames :~ f:)gl€ly, vlho oommand ed troop rotect1ng his 

northern o-orumunlcatlons ano including TUl" chln I e brigade t " 

confront Chattanoo'f;a. Negley moved by tia y of Bridgeport and 

Jas por, and t hen over a seore t moun tain path to the h ills 

~cross t h e Tennessee from the city. He rema ined t here fo r Q 

day, h is batteries excha ng ing fire tilth t he Rebe l g uns on 

the oppos1te side. then t..rithdr ew. That wa s the clos est 

! edera l forces r.:ot to Chatta nooga . It irlaSn I t until f s ll of 

l S63 t hat it was 1n Union hands . Ey then Buell a.nd !H tehel 
140 

v ere gone. but Negley and Turchin were there. ' -' 

As Buell approached Huntsville, d1sturbing re},:-orts af 

~ ~~.--.. ~~---------------.----~--~----------.. 
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soItle of ~H"tch6'lls a ctivities began to reaoh his eaJ'9,. He 

"con understOOd that l'Htcilel had junked his oonsaX"Vative. 

conciliatory poU.Oj t and. this a ngered him conz1flerB,bly, He 

tlTas a conservativ e mil1te.Y'ily and pol1tlo~11y , trying to 

~\l ln the ""'qUo'" 'by orthodoxprrocedur€l and with as little destruc-

tion of existi.ng l.nati tuttonSt :~o uthern and Nort hern, as 

possible . Hi t ohel on the othel~ band. was treeing elavea--the 

11 peculiar lm~tltutlonlt --aonf1e.cating property (cotton , 

horses. etc.), and burnl.ng bouses to stop the d'8pradations 

of guerrilla,s and. busb\{hackera . Under insistent mllitary 

necessity of oocuPJr1ng enemy t €l"'t'1.tory 'td th insufficient 

force . he was forced to depart fro m normal prooedure, in 

effect to apread revolution. The Civil War was in fact a 

revolutiona ry lrlar> &nQ the a;l'f.nies !tIeTS I'evolutiona.ry inett'u-

ments, destroying not only life and property, both peI'tnhabl~; 

hut nev e r completely so, but l nst1tut1ons J ~Jhi oi'l cannot be 

X'eestabl1sned ;1.n exaotly the SEl.me form. The su.cceseful 

~enerals ~ve:re t he ones who realiz.ed thlssta ta 'Of aft'a1rs . 150 

Suoh f acts., howev ,er'~ meant no t tllng to 'Buell who con-

aider-ad pe.rts .of the con('iuct of iU tohal !!lnd his t roops a 

breach of 1118. Buell l s 1 orders . His intereat centered on tn,s 

.fi>.thens affair, and :he ordered tUtchel to malte a thorough 

investigation Gf it and report his findings to army bead-

-
15°0 n ~rt1 ~r n t 2 . 90 ... 91-
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querters . ~ltoh$l complied with alacrity. He was by now 

cU.al11us1oned and Vlorried.. Bue l l had t he bit 1n his teeth , 

and t here ~r&8 no telltnt.; v;bel"e he iJoJould stop. Hi tohol Sllr,!! 

hl. rnself up before a court-wart1a.l; unhappy result efter the 

happy, hopeful (lays of early Apr-il! He asked Stanton 1'01' a 

transfer to t he Ar my of the Potomao . There was nothing left 

for him in Northern Alab·,Hu&. He tried. to stall Buell. t ell-

in~\ h i m Gn June 30 tha.t, \'ihile over ~ 50,OO o;rth of dama.c ... 

had been clone in Atheo ~, search of 'furchln IS iEen rnir&cu-

loualy fulled to turn up a, single unauthorized it6m.151 

"Golonel Tu;c,oh1o t " he continued, \I heil ahrays d.ecla.:reu the.: t 

he did hio utmost to prevent his troops fro m every ll'regu-

larity. It in certain,!! he added grstultously. IIha has 
Ih? 

been unsuccesaful. II . :Je;. Buell 1I-Jas unconv1nced. 12 relieve 

l urch1n of bisbrlgade command July 2, and. on the fifth he 

ordered l\u'ohin tried by 11 cOllrt-ma.rtlal. 153 

'rur<lh1n IS tria1 be.:!~r1 on July 5 and olosed on July 30; 

1862 . l.f lhalotzy, St anley , and 2dgarton .-;ere to be tried 

after him for their partic ipation in the .At hen.s affa.ir. The 

oresldent ot' the court tb~t was to try Turchin' s and their 

ON~es waG Brigadler-(tcneral James )\ . Gar f ield, the futUt'e 

151I b1d 'if ·t·} ·· 2· 22'" vUI . .. , .... ,.t. , . 2; .",v , 

152Ib1d . , 150 . 

153Ibld' 1 92 , 99 . -

"~to 2 , 71 -:72j 55-eJ6. 



president of the Uni ted St~tes, a nd the other members were 

colonels 1n the Army of the Ohlo : Jacob ~mmen, Twenty­

Fourt h Ohio. oommandlng a brigade in Ne lson's division; 

Curran llope , Fifteenth Kentucky j J . G. Jones, Forty- :3eeond 

Indiana ; rc l~undy, Twenty- Third Kentucky ; Thomas 

Sedgew1ck, Second Kentuoky; and John Beatty, Third Ohl0 . 

The Judge - advooate, who was to prosecute Turohin, was Cap­

t ain FeteI' T. Swaine . It was Turchin ' s bad luck to have 

95 

t hree Kent ucky officers selected for his court , tor many of 

the Ken tucky offioers , coming from a half - Southern state, 

shared Buell's belief t hnt conc1l1atory policy 'I[as the 

pro per one for treat ing the Rebels . :.fundy Was especially 

notable in t his respeot . n t he other hand1 Beatty, Amoen, 

and Garfield represented 'the hard -war po lnt of v1ew, though 

at this st~e none of them realized, as Turohin already had, 
154 Just how rough hard war really wes . 

BeattYt Garf1el d, and Ammen , a.long with Joseph Ke1:fer J 

"'ere olose camp friends, though Beatty ' s comment that Gar­

field ' s handshalte 1/ suggested tvote right , vote early, I" wa& 

notent1rely affectionate . l5 .... Amman 'eaa something of lit 

character, t hough he was an eru.inently capable officer. He 

had been graduated from West Po i nt and had taught there and 

1540 . R. , XVI , l)t . 1, 636 ; Pt . 2 , 99 . 

155Seatty, p . 239 . 
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~t other colleges before the \"£t!'. He and his brlgede per-

formed well uncleI' Bull Nelson lit Shiloh. He 'ffa,S SOGH';tiYhe. 

supersUt10us and liked to hear himself talk, 'though this 

l~ttercharaoteI'i $tio "'!:itS humorous rather t heW pomJ)oue . 156 

Beatty sald of him affec.tlonatelY$ "He i s a Btran;:re oombinp­

Hen of s1mpliol ty and w1ad.om, fu.ll of good 5 tories, an 

tells those aga.inst himself 'VIi th a great deal more pleaslJ.l"'e 

thaIl any otllers . tl15? By contrast Colonel Jones reoeived 

thia. judgment : liRe canno t manage a regiment and not even 

hie best friends have any conftdenoe in his military Ca UG\­

~g 
city . 11.10. ... It was indeed a heterogeneous panel that f aced 

Turchln. 

It, in its multiple funotio ns , was a lao a powerfu.l 

body . It WHl1l the collective ju.dge a.nd ruled on points. of 

law, and it s the jury which deoided Turchin's guil t or 

innocenoe . In a:ddltlon it had the duty to pass sentence on 

him when that action beceite necessary . Because a ;ull1taX' 

court 1s so 811-pO~lel':ful, 1 t i s more 11aole to misuse 1 ts 

authorit y to the detriment of justice than a civil one . 

:1o'Jrever, the na ture of the charges against Turchin 8.nd of 

156!.bld.. , pp. 120-21; Heid, 1 , 901 -902 . -
157Beatty, p. 122 . 

lS8Ibld'J p. 142 . --
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his defense virtually eliminated tha t possibl1ity . 159 Excep t 

for one speCiflcation160 of the third charge, the three 

charges agains t Turchin dealt 1~11 th his part 1.n the ac t ,ivi-

ties of his troo"J)S in e.nd around At hens . The prosecution 

charged him with neglect of duty, conduct unbecoming an offi-

oer and a gentle:nan ., and disobedi enoe of orders 1'01' vario. :lsly 

ordering, per mitting , and not atoppinR: 80me of' these aotivi-

ties . le wa.s a lso. lS.o oused o.f fail ure ~o pay b1.s board bill 

a t Athens , but this 'itl'a.B 11 compara.tively minor matter . 'rhe 

oentra l i ssue wee s i mple and olear: how much ~"'$ S Turchln 

responsi ble for the Jaok of At hens?161 

The trial '\'ras drsal'Y affair and progressed with 

.. loomy predlote.b1l 1 ty. Hany of t he persons i nvolved \;fel'e 

sick at va.rious times, including Turchi n , Swain, Ge,l"field , 

e.t1.d a witness , First Lieutenant Robert Chandler of L.oomis' 

Battery . At ons polnt the robust Garfield became 6 0 ill '..:1 th 

yellow Ja.undlce t hat oourt had to be .adjourned for t he day 

and for the next fet .. days he presided at the trial whlle 

159u. S. , Off i oe of the Judge-AdVooa t e Genera l, 
:'fanual for Court' a -i~artl~l. Courts of Inquiry a.nd of.' Other 
Procedure under Mil'- t a ry Law ( Wash1ng ton , 1917) J pp. ix­
xb , 61 . 

16oSpec :lf1ca tion four of ohargethree ( d1. aobedience 
to orders ); t he only s pec :1. f ication to which Turch i n plea.ded 
guilty, sta t ed t hat Turchin had h i s ti tfe with him in the 
field 1n contraven'tion of one of Buell's order s . --0 . R.: 
XV!) Pt . 2 , 276. 

l61Ib1d . ~ 273-76. 
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lying on a eot. 162 Turchin turned Ga.rfiel d's at t.itude toward 

him completel y around during the Qourse of the trial . On 

July 17 he wrote to a friend: 

Fr om. t he a oooun ts we had hes:rd of him a nd his 
doings vie had eJl:pec'ted t o meet as flerce enc. brut a l 
a Huscovite as the dominions of the CZG.r could pro ­
duce . • • • 'l'hou.gh by a fiction of mil I tary la'iIl'} the 
pr osecution has bean st.riving to f i x upon 111m the 
robbery of 01tb,ens and rapes of female slaves, yet 
dur ing all that time he ht:ts borne himself' so muoh 
like a g·. oble - souled l!I!\n that he has qul ts r.110n my 
heart . l3 

But onc e t he t r i a l began , everyone was irres lstably me s mer-

iz.ed by t he f a tiguing r i t ual of lega.l p r oc edure , and t he 

capacity f or i ndependent 'thought seemed t o disappear . Gar ­

field , t he presid,ant of the c ourt, glumly. told his irian 

that Turch in '4Guld tl pr obably be d i smiss ed from the army in 8-

few days . 11 16lt 

The t r i al 'tlsn t as Gar'f1eld predic t ed. The proseoution 

ca lled sevent een witnesses , most of them At hens c i t izens , 

l.'t(;l,ch one with h i s own sorry 11 ttle s t ory of t he events of the 

first week ot ~~a y . They thoroughl y de t a iled t he outrages 

which occurred and made it pl a i n that 1t \'Il'8.S ~!,urchin' s troo PS 

who oommitted them. But J except in t he m.at t ers of 'l'urchln' s 

--- . - . -.~ -- - ~-.. -.-.-~ ------'--- ~ - .-. -=-- .. ~ ,.--.--~~--............... 

162t1 Cour t-i,:s.rt i al l) r oceedl ngs , " 
5, lUi ; Smith , I , 229 - }0 . 

16} l bl d . , 22S- 29 . 
~ 

164Ibid . J 229 . 
. -
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board bill and failure to issue vouchera for requis itlofied 

hOrsee, they gav e no (lvidenc& of his direct p£,rtio1pation in 

·them. Turohin a.nd his counsel F Colonel {Jazl a y of the 'rh1:t'ty­

eventh I ndians , made one attempt to wlpe t his test1mony of f 

t he recar'd. 'fhle !''i2\S a statement eubmltted on July l Q, whil e 

TUrohin himself 1';J~g·. a et lll in bed s ick.. The ste.terr.ent vlaS 1n 

the form of a mot ion and read thus! 

That each wHnese before being allowed to testify, 
be r equired to sta te una.Glroath whe t her :he or she iB 
for the Un1 ted St a te s ox' Confeder ate Ste.tes, a.nd that 
each witness be requir'eo. t o t ake t h e oath of elle-

lonos to the United state?6government before he or 
she be al lowed to te5~lfy .l 

I.ttez· deliberating the oourt ruled agtitinst tbi s mo tien, ·but 

it neVertheless set the t one for Turohin's defense. This 

detenee rested on t wo contentions: (1) t hat people making 

or supporting armed oppos ition to t he government forfeite d 

t he ir rights under th.e Constitu.tion; and (2) t hat t he Saok of 

Athens 'tYaS leg i tlm1ite ret a:l1 e.tlon aga1ns t act s af unl !;1~,"ful 

war eoomi t tfJd antha persons of Feder al troops in iJorthern 

i\la.ba,ma. That Turohin and Gazla.y presented evidenoe, various 

order s ot OZ'msby l'U tchel, to shU't t he responsibility from 

l'u!"ch 1n :1.13 tvue enour.r.h, but no amQunt of directivos from 

bove could expla. in away the f act t hat Turchin was 1n Athens 

I,rl thi n eyeSigh t and 'ea.rshot of t he Saok . The only ans~1er "';8.3 

16511 Court .... ~=l'iI.rtial Prooeedings," p . 15. 
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to ahow that tha people of Athena de$erved exaotly what they 

got .1€:i6 

Un.fortuna tely t he pa.x'tiolpatlon of the townsfo l k was 

minimal as f ar as any ev:i.. d.enoe OQuld indicvte. Only ~1aaon 

and Hollingsworth of the oitizens t ook part in Scott 1 g 

a tta ck . The prosecution even go,,& sev eral sQ l dle:rs ot the 

Eighteenth OhiO to say definitely th.t the citizens dlct not 

moles t them 1n any TJ:itiy when they left to~~n on t he first of 

May. H01rleVer t here 'WIH3 one f a c t t hat ;'ias. open to several 

i nterpreta t1ons . t·tost O'f the men who rod.e with Scott ~,JOI'e 

att ired tn c1'l1Uan Clothing, not military uniform, They 

thus could have been 01v111all.s oper ating irregularly as 

guerrillas, as l.'urohin and his men tbought, or they oou1(1 

sl!nply have been regular 'Sold.1ers t'>1hom a stt'apped Southern 

overoment could not elothe in 8. standard uniform. But 

other t han this a.nd t he aetlol1s of ~~ason and Holling~worth 

there was nothing to SnOl<\f tha t At hens merited the Saok. 167 

The oourt had no oho10e but to find 'l'uroh ln gullty, 

I t ha.d heard testlmony su·bs tantiat lng several of. the charges 

aF.:a inst Turchin and t h i s s e:nough. Oonsequently 'l'urchin 

·~s found gUilty of' negl ect of duty and disobedience t. 

-~------~--~----~--~-----~------------------------~----------------~~---
166The prosecution t es timony is to be ;f'ound in Ibi d. t 

pp. 16-115, and t he defense t:est1mony on PI» . 115-156. be­
fense arguments are in Appendixes A and B. 

167 Ibid., np. 9g, 140. -- . 
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orders for permi tUng arlO. not restraining the unla,1:cl:ful ac­

tions of his troops at Athens. IpS Concerning the second 

'harae the court gave t he follov:lng opinion: 

rhe court beine of th.e opinion that tne defendant 
is gull ty of conduot unbecoming n an officer, 1\ but 
beine unprepared to say tha.t h1s conduct 13 unbe­
coming II a ger.ltleman 1 H find him guilty of conduct . Rr ... -
judicial to I!ood orcler and military dlscip11ne . 16;:1 

The la-rtf allowed the court consid.erable latitude· in the 

matter of the sentence and here it is surprising that 1'ur­

chin did not ~et a better brea1l:.. Be "tas sentenced to be 

dismissed fro m t he service, 11 singularly extreme punishment. 

t seemed as i t' the members of the court N et's cowed by t be 

threat of Buell' s dl,.sapproval or had had their sensitivity 

dulled by the etuf'fy hea.t of the courtroom oZ' by the r'''-

lentless monotony of the judioial prooes e. But perhaps in 

.., fit of remorse, or thinking to placate Turohin after satis­

fying Buell, all but Colonel Pope signed a. recommendatton 

for leniency whioh read: 

'l'he Undersiii1:ned l>1embers of General Oourt hartlal 
before l~hich was tried 001. J . B. l*ul'ohin, 19th Reg1-
ant, Ill's .. Vol's, respectfully submit tha t in vie 

of the f3Ct that the finding of the Court acquits 
Col. 'l'urchin of any personal dishonor; and bellev1n 
that h1s offense waS oOlmnitted under exc1. ting 011'­
eumstances and 11as one r ather of om1ss1on ra'thel" 
than of oommi.es ion \'Jould respeotfully recommend. him 

16g0• R. , XVI, Pt. 2, 2'17. 

l69Ibid. 



to the :f'avo:rabl e oonsidera.tion of t h.e r$vle~"ln" 
9fflcer.170 

The only trnuble T:ms tha t BUell 'Jlas the revie"il11ng 

ot'floer and he ~,te.s not a.bout to intervene on 'fu!'cM.n IS 
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behalf. In his statement of review Buell took. note of the 

rocommendation for leniency but continued: 

'l'he gener·a.l commanding hae felt oonstrained nevel'"'­
the less to carry the sentenoe into effect. 

olemal 'l'urchln ~(aS tried for disorderly oon-
uo"t of h16 commt'f.nd. at and in the vlclnity ot P.then~, 

and the sentence of the court rests on tha.t matte::' 
alone, but on the quest ion of clemenoy, it is proper 
to look beyond t he reeord of the oourt. 171 

The,n f after !;"$ coring 'l'urcnin for not m.aintaining disc i pline 

andpl'eventing the 'outrages a t At hens ., Buell made his best 

po lntt to ~lhl0h ',tturchln had no answer: 

The command lie.s supposed to be in the presence of an 
enemy that might take aovanta,ge ot any confusion in 
1 ts rs.nks . EVery man should. bave been at hi$ pos t 
inste8.d of ro aming over the town and country to load 
himself with useless plunder . In polnt of fact the 
criminality 1s not so much that good order was vio­
lated, on the parUoul/il.r oeca,sian .:lS that by thf;l 
habitual neglect of discipline the Qrders of the 
(;ofJlmander were unav(t11ing at a ti!:le ... ,hen };n~ obser­
vance of it might 0$ of vita l 1mport ance . 172 

'rhus 'l'hurchln ll'uaS out of the army. 

r gO 1, t seemed. But o1tlzefia and ne\'lspapers in 

l?Opated Huntsv1l1Q , July 30 , 1862, nCOUf't"'!4al't1 a.l 
~;o rooeedlngs, II Appendix A. 

1710• R., · XVI J Pt . 2, 277. 

172Ibld. ) 277-78. 
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the North were ~lrl t1ng letters end ed! toriale on Turohin' 

behalf, and 800n aftsr the trial began Nadine left Northern 

Alabama, went to Chloe..go and onl1,3 ted. a group ot' 01 t1zens in 

her husband's cause and adv anoed on Washington with them to 

demand his reinstatement of ~t&nton and Lincoln. AmazinglJ 

Lincoln not only grantf.3C1\ this request , setting asid.e the 

sentenoe of the oourt-martial, but, act ing on Ormsby fUtche1 1 

ea,r11e1' reoommendat:ton, promoted Turehin to t he rank of Bl'iga­

clier- General before the tria.l wo.S even over. As a Boldie!'-

correspondent in Buell' s army expressed itt "truly in the 

lottery matrimonial Col. Turchin had the good fortune to 

draT,1 an invaluable prioe. II 173 'rna commission was issued on 

.July 19 and was dated July 17 . !1: wa.s sent; to Chicago .. mer' 

TUrohln a ocepted l:t; on September 1. 174 

~a tehel and. 'furahln were guilty ot let.t1ng d1,sc.iplin 

17JChl0a.IO P1Ules> . August IS , llS62; Quincy, 1.11inoi,st 
?aily \vhig-and . epublic~, Amguat 12, lS62 . 

174Veterana .4.dml nlstratlol'l, II TUI'chln I s Military iih,­
tory, n pp . 2-3. Buell f G luok had turned sour this SUitl\';~er of 
1962 . In the Turchlncase Lincoln had overruled 8. ver'diet 
which he,. Buell, had approved and c a rried out . This was out­
right 1.nterferenoe v/ith his command. E.'Ven wOrse, about this 
same time one of hts trusted subordinates , Bull ~elson. was 
murd.ered before several ~!ltnesse6 by another Ii'edaral gener al 
na1T1sd, of a ll names, Jeffers on Davia . And to 13ue11 1 8 horror, 
beca.use of the wa.y t he p:i~evail1ng poU.t i cal "dl'lds blew, 
'Oa'/is , after spending a. few weeks in Jail , retur'ned to the 

r my and eventually roee to a corps command i n the ;',rmy of 
the Tennee see. He waa never prosecuted. - - F'rYI Military 
Eiscellan1es ( New York, 1~:H~9) , pp- 4~7-~9, 495-'9"b." 
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sag a bit in theh" oommands, but they c an be excused by the 

Ufficult s1 tuat10n the1 t'fer e in. It is harder to excuse 

Buell and Halleck for failing to send an adequate Oocup&tlon 

toree t o Northern Ala'bama. They iiere a.pparen tly i.nd. l f f orel1t 

to Ml tchel' s needs ; and t t.e At hens events OOctu'X"ad righ1; in 

the middle of the tl,;C-'I!i(H:~k p$riO d of silenoe from &X'my head-

qua rters. Actua ll:1 fro m the ti ro'€) he let' t Nurfreesboro unt n 

the time Buell arrived i n Hun t sv1lle, ru tehel l S _H tS an 1nde -

pendent command, expec ted to exist on 1 ts Ot4rn !. ... esouroeiS; a.un 

fOr Buell to conle in Qnd court-martial one of 1iltohel's 

officers t11.U3, EaUc he to say t he leas t . The responsib111 ty 

f or the, Sack of At hens c an l)f;} evenly di s t r i buted among four 

persons : Turch i n , Hitohel, 13uell~ and Hal leck . 

Buell 's conoiliatory pOliey suff ered its first olsal' ­

out defeat i n Nort hern Alabama. In the oeg i nning Mitohel 

had tried, wi th t he encouragement of a l eadt ng Huntsville 

Unionis t , Judge G. W. Lene, to oono ili.3_ t e the hostile popu -

letlon of Nort hern Alabama. . u t ,Judge Lane, testifying 

befe r e t he court i nvestigating Buell ' s command 1n t he :l:' al1 

of 1362 said, 

t~ o go od o ~.ine front the cono 11ia t ory pollQY; no 300<1 
has since resul t ed from it, and l have seen fit to 
Change my views on tha t subjec t. 

THE PRE:SIDlN1'1' [ Of the Court ] . No g oO(\,'( 

No good " sir. . • • I t hink now tha t if t he Un10n 
men knt?;,r that they were to be protected, while the 
burden s~ho1.11d :£'a.11 alone upon the seaessi·onls t a , it 



could have made the Union men more decided. Sharing 
the burdens with the seCessionists I think had an 
unfavorable effect.175 

The final, crush.1ng blow to the IIgafell po11oy of Buell WaS 

<1el1 vered by Br~.t.Y.to n llragg, who bad to.ken Oifer comIl1and ot 

the Confederate a.rmy below Corinth. BragR collecteci his 

. force,s, slipped easti"/lrd to Chatt:.:-nooge., and then raoed 
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northward into Kentuo}ty, upr'ootlnG the system of OOOupat1on 

~lhlch Buell had methofl1cally established. Uld pa:r't of the 

~u'bslstence for t3rap,g ' Barmy oeJ't e fr'om the supplies t.qhich 

fluell had been very oal"eful not to oonfiscate or destroY. 

As reports of the Qourt-martia.l began to reach the 

North. a storm of cr1 Helem fell upon Buell. 301diers wrote 

to the fQlks a t home and newspaper oorrespondents sent 

d.J.-t1c1es to their pe_pers, most of them denouncing Buell and 

his nsott" policy. ~ltchel urchin Oame i n for a great 

deal of applause in some of these pieces . The Chicago Daill 

Tri-bune. said l ItOol. Turchin has had ~ from the beginning. 

the vlieast and cleareat ideas of &ny me_n in the fleld about 

the 'flay in which the war should be conducted. II '1'urch1n, it 

' onoluded, Ifbel1eves in tb.e 1,-1a1'. That • .oon Carlos don't. 41176 

. hile the tria l was in progress the Il:iesouri De(f1ocrat (which 

was Hepub11can in poll t1c s) of st . Louis editorializ,ed: u~'ie 

are not disposed to prejudge the ca.se, but woul.dsuggest that 

1750 • R. ) XVI, Pt . 1~ 4.79. 17~ulY 15J 1862 . 
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the 'head and front! of !Utohell's ( siC] oi'fenulng 15 , that 

he hc.® not been suff iciently m1ndi"ul of the tender I sensi-

bll:itlea t of the inhabitants ot 8eoessia and haiJ actually 

trea.tcd. some of t hom tl S tr'aitors dese:r'1!fs t o De tref.iJ~ed. 11177 

'fhere was v.n editorial 10 the Canclnn&.ti Da.:U.y Oommercial, 
,; t I ' ", .... ----._~_ 

entitled I! A 1.10 0.61 Br'igaxli 131' GeneI'''.l, II which s;ounded 11.ke :1. t 

tira l3 'f.>lritti&n by 1'urch:i:n ( a rno ther. 17S There v/ere also letters 

to important people in the governtr.en t . stanton received a 

Particularly bitter one ..,;t11ch denounced l.ts1ng ll tra1toX's l1 a.s 

r/itnesse s a.t the tX"i~.l and called Lincoln: a " V 5.6ci11ating~ 

no polic~ ;r'reeillent l wnose i.rea]mesa had. OU~S$d our people . " 1'19 

Another 01 tb.en 1fYl"otet0 the assistant secretfH':f of 118.1'» III 

~Jish a s far as y-ou can you ';1:1,11 see Just1ce done 1\43:'0111%1, 

for Ills . [ I1l1n01s] will sustain him for the acto tor \ifhlch 

h ~ b 'Il •• ~. "160 . e t,:~see. conue""nt.u. 

If tne milita.rily \..U'lsc?hi~ticated. l~o rthel\'n public. 'tI-Je..z 

emanding a harder pros&Outlonof th\i 'i!Et.!', there Tliere more 

generaL~ who ('H~ me to see 'that 'I'urchln \-le.S right l:lnen he 

sa1d t 

..... ---~ ~-.-

1 ??July 16 ~ US62 . . l?SJUIY 2B, 1862. 

179Dwlgh't L. eutler to St anton, Chicago , A.ugust 11. 
1362, Heoortis Hel~t1ng to John B. 'l'urchin,. Record Group No. 
94 t National Archives. 

18COrant Goodrich to Peter '1v atSIJ}'l, August [~, ls62 , 
Ibid. ---
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The more lenient we are to secessionists the bold-
l' they become Qno if '/\te do not change OUr pollcyand 

pro secute this war ',:lth vigor, using all means that 
~re possess against t h e enemy including the EW1,9.nci pe.­
t1o>n of slnves the ruin of this country is inevi-
able . 1g1 

The.t summer Sher IDan was telling a group of oi tl7.0rlS of t.t emphie 

tha t he oonsidered their tCn,;n a conquered Habel stron,,:hold. 

A Cincinnati reporte r p phr ased his next remaL-k; liThe 

people of the city were prisoners of war . They may b" 

Union and they ~~y not. One thlng wes certain: they hsd not 

fought for the Union, so f a r' as he had h~~ard. uJJ~c: And George 

'I'home-e, a qUiet, reserved, modest mlln and c. reGular ar1I.Y 

officer for' a ll of his adult life, was of t he same mind as 

t he civ1lians in t h i s matter. Eis state:rient, coming as it 

does i t-om one , .. ·ho oould be called a m.oderate, eumlllcu'l zes ·th., 

::;,,,1ell of' hard feeling that wag e,~eep1ng ov er the North i n 

ummel' o f 1862 . He said: 

.he l a t .e civil war' '11(:'. $ a rebell i on and history 'dll 
s o r ecor d it . Those engaged in i.t are and wll1 be 
pronour",ced :pebal.s; r ebell10n i mplies trea son; and 
treason 1s a crime, and a heinous one too, and deser­
v1ng punishment; and thll t tra.itors have not been 
punisl:ed !-o o 'll ~.ng to the magn.s'.Jlll..nl ty of the con­
lueror. 1g 

18.1.St atement of Col. Turchin. " Court-Martial ,1?1'0-
ceedings, \I Appendix '\1 pp . 32-33-

l iS2ClnOinnatl Daily Com:ne:r.·cia,l, July Z$, 1362. --..--.--- _ ..... __ . .. _- .. .. _. .. _ _ .... _- • ... . " 

U>}Freeman Oleaves I Hook of Chlcke.ma ur.c-e.! The LUe of 
eneral George.n. Thomas (Wirmnn,Ok11?'::lioma: t!niversIty of 

rotIano ms. }"rress f l'Ii~',' p . 293 . 
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Late in the war, hearlng that & Rebel gener~l was eontem­

platinr n guerrilla ralC into East Tennessee, Thomas directed 

one of hia subordinates; "1'ell him we a re preparefi, and if h 

makes the at t empt, I will ao despoil Georgi a t hat It wi~l b 

a wildernesa 50 years hence . u1g4-

Tu.rchin thus reoeived publio and official vindica ­

tion and had t he satisfactlon of seeing his policy beoome 

genera.l in t he Union armies . aut to him the problem TlTcnt 

Qeeper than t he reputation of anyone individual. As he 

told hi e Ju(1gest 

The problem before us ls gr and. Universal Fre,,­
dom i s at stake; and I teel humil i ated when! think 
that perhaps this peop le until now oonsider ed a great 
and generous 1'eo.i'1e \1111 show ,t o the i'lorid t heir in­
capaoi ty to master the present diff ioulties and to 
enjoy freedom and self-government. 18S 

I t was V'lta lly important to him tha.t the ~lar be ):Jut on " 

proper footing, and the publio s t or m t ha t had arisen pleased 

him only because it meant his way of operating would b~ 

taken up by other Feder'al gener als. To him it \"'as an indl-

aation of progre~h.., . 

Yet there WaS one honor tha t moved Turchin deeply . 

He l eft Huntsville tor Chicago on t he fifteenth of ~ugust~ 

t aking t he tra in westward to t he Tennessee and thence nort h­

'~ard through Athens . PriVa t e Johnston of t he Ni net eent h 

lS4,Ibld. , p . 2S3 . 

lS55tatement of Col . Turch i n, ttOoul't - Martlal 1-'1'0-
ceadlngs," J\ppencUx A, p . 33. 



Illinois described Turchin's departure: 

From Company A 7 1/2 miles from Huntsville to here 
( First Bridge South of Reynolds Statlon] the boys 
rushed at the s1ght of him & cheered him out of 
sight . Where the train stopped long enouGh he shook 
r~nds with all the boys . He often had difficulty to 
keep back the tea.rs at this demonstration of an af­
fection und1minished, yea inoreased by mlsfortune . l 86 

109 

Johnston then went on to refleot on the rem.a.rkable l"el&!.tion-

shl'P that existed bet",reen Tut'ohin and his sol<Uers: a Surely 

it must be a real love of hla~ thus to galn 

tlon of all his command. illS? 

keep the a f'fec-

his was the t()u()hln~ end to Turchin's servioe in 

!:1orthern Alabamc;r, . 

196Johnston to his moth er, A!ugust 16, 11562, Turchin 
Collection. 

lS7Ibld. 
~ 
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CHICKA.~AtJGA 

'rna T'ullah_ .~ ~ ___ _ 
--.-- . -

As a brigadier -genera.l T'lu'chln had to -wa! t more thrill 

half year before returning to ac tive duty in post com-

meneura.te with his !'a.nk. Had be s till been €:i. oolonel, 

notbln~ wQuld have been easier than to take oo mmand. ot one 

of t h e ne,.,r re~l mente that were periodlcally entering the 

s ervice. Perhaps one roa.f:lOn irJhy Lincoln pl"omoted him '!las to 

keep h1m out of the army for a w-hile until Buell's hash '"i,., 

s ettled on e irlay or another'. A·t any ratet on l·~arch 3, 12~63 j 

Turchin was ordered back to duty and on the seventeenth of 

t\pril he vIa,s p laced in command of the Second Briga.de. Second 

ivlsion , Fourteen Corpe, ]"rrny of the Cumberll?XJd. 1Sel 

'i'he Army of the Ohio '\liaS by now the Army ot the Cum-

berland. uell had. been removed after misfort une and b 

poli.cy had made hie continuanoe impossible . Ormsby It.i tohel 

9.8 dead, a '71ot1m of fever on the Carollnaooast . The 

comm~~eer of the ~rmy of the Cumberland was M.aJor-~ener&l 

llSSO. !=t . , - XXIII, Pt . J 19" 246. 

110 
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William Sta.rke Roseorans, 1,n,petuoust exoitable If Old Rosey,H 

Iii first - rate strategist a.nd P.l. good sold1el' g~neral1y . Rose­

crans had organized the army a s foll ows I ~'ourteenth Cor ps} 

'I(ho m.3>.e ~ variously ls:no~m as !lil,';taptl and "Old Slow ~'ro t;lI 'liflen­

tieth Co:rP9 ) ~a.jo:r -!.hmeral A. H. ~toCookJ ",Tho by genera.l 

...• reement had no bus1nese eOlllmanding 90n a.1'my oorps; 'I'it!enty­

First Corps, HaJor- Genera l Thomas Crl tten(len~ \(~hose brother, 

George~ \'las a Confeder:.3.te gener a l and whos e I'a t her, John, 

h.s.Cl. been a U. 8 . Sena.tor ir-om Kentucky; Reserve OQrps • . i1a Jor­

Genera.l Gordon Granger; and Cavalry (Jorps, Major- General 

David s. Stanley . 

'!'uI'c:hln commaflded the Second Brigade tor only s1xte.en 

days; then on MaY' 3 h e wa s transferred to oommand the l<"'lrst 

Divislon of theCava.l ry Corps . The oavalry \f&S the l'i'eakest 

arm 1.11 the Union a rmies as there 'i,'laS a. shortage of trained 

cavalry otflcers . 'this is probably why 'l'urchin l on the baSis 

of his Russian service in the hot'se art1l1ery,ilas moved to a 

c a.valry command. It is a lso prObable that he would have pre ... 

'ferred to remaJn with t he infantry. At the s ame time he t>las 

pleased l.11 th t he advanoement from brigade to d1vls1cn com­

£llano.. It put hilll nearer e. maJ or -genera.l's cOllu',Hssion and 

closer te the 9peratlons of the army as a whole, for though 

Roseorans waS as self - oonfident as anybody) h ·e liked to have 

the op inions of hls top communtiers on lmportr,mt strategic 

questions . 
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Just sl.lch a case came UP on June .hen Rosecrans 

sent a. confidential circular to his corps and division COfll-

E£nders asking in substance the following questions: (1) had 

the enemy been suffioien tly \,leakened by de t aohl ng forGes to 

other M'eas to Give a good ;.rospeot for the Army oj;' the 

Cumberland to beat him in a big ba"tltle; (2) would. an advanoe 

of.' the P-.rmy of the Cumberland now prs'vent the enemy before it 

fro~ sending reenforoements to the army fighting Gr ant around 

Vicksburg; and (3) 1s an immediate a.dvanoe of the army advls­

ablei US9 At t,hj,a time t he Army of the Cumberland was, conoen-

trateo. around Hurfrees\;loro . Br axton Br agg's opposing Con -

teder(Jtte army, Officially styled the Ar my of 'l) ennestH~~t (the 

onfeder ates na.med their armies after st.::ttesor geograph1oal 

a.reaa ; the Feder a ls named theirs aftar rivers)} was in strong 

dei'ensive pod tiona on rugged oountry. His t wo largE) infan­

try co r pa under Hai:'dee arlO. ex- Epi s copal b '1shop ot: Miss issippi, 

L,ieutenant-Genal'sl LeOtI'l1das PoUt, 1,..rerc entrenohed around 

Shelbyville and ?<'lanchesterj and his caval ry extended the line 

to Colu!l)b l nO. Hc "41nnville on e1 ther s i de . His supply base 

~'las a t Tullahoma fa.rther to the South. 

The consensus shown by the answers to these que.stions 

as a negative to all tbree of them, though there we.s so~t -

"""ered dissent on Bome pO int,s . The only general reoommending' 

lS9!bld • • 39~-9'. -
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with min i mal reservations an immediate adV ,9J1 Ce was Garfield) 

now a. maj or-gener al and Rosecrans' ohief - of-staff, but he 

had not pr'operly been aske(l for D.fl oPinlon . 190 I n his reply 

Turchin o1tPressed. general agreement ,11ith the majority, but 

he also dl'e"r on hLs broad mUl tary b ackgl'QUYld to h i ghlight 

sever .. ~l features of Hoseore.rts " s 'li!'ateg lc preble,In. His 

nsitier vms dated. ml dn1t:ht of the day the oiroular was re-

c alved, h1nting that he had been turning the ques tion over 

in his mind for some time . urehin t hought t hat Br agG had 

de t aohed some f Orces, but not enough to ~'leaken hiltself 

serious ly: 11! think he has enough of t;r'OOP!2! to s.how us 

ome :f' i gbt In the Kaps of t he [ Cumberland] mountains, bein'''' 

reC'.d.y to fa.l l 'back toward the ',renl'lessee River any time TrIe 

erl.ously at t a ok h im. il191 Hl a next words. \"131'8 .a warning 

,.rhlch , had he heeded 1 t, would ha.ve a~ved Rosecrans froID 

the near- disaster whioh overtook him in September. Turchin 

poin·ted out that Bl'agg' s 

• line of defense 1s not in Middle Tennessee, 
but behind t h e 1'ennessee River. 

We may !'efls ona.oly expec t to ga.in some advMte.ges 
by moving south; but suppose the enemy tails b®.ok 
and we are on t he l'anl1essce fnver, ,,,hat then'! Our 
communications will be l ong and exposed; OUI' left 
flank wi ll be unCOvel"8Cl. • • • Hoving south, Vlre 
mus t have a s trong oolumn to !nove to r::a.st '2 ennf~s­
see , to d:t"'1ve the en.emy out and oocupy 1t . 192 

190Xb1d. ; 395-97, 402 - 15, 417-15 . 

1911bid . , ~96 192Ib;td. 
"""-- #" ~ ... 
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about Eas t Tennessee were unhappily prophetic . 

The 61 tuatlon changed to such B. marked degree toward 

the end of June that Rosee:t'ans decided on a .:nove forwat'd . 

Up in Kentuoky the expedition into Eas t 1'enncssee was 'Doing 

prepared and Rosecrans t le1't flank t .. ould probe-bly be pro­

teoted. UnfortuTletely the command ot 1t WaS given to 

bumbling HaJor-General Ambrose Burnside . Meanwhile, in 

JUsslss1.pp1 Grent had a lock. on Vlck.sburg : .1 ts fall was 

only a lllatter of v!eeks . Thus the right flank was also sa ­

cure. Rosecrana had 50,017 men- -.40,146 1nfantry, 6',g06 

oavalry,. a.nd 3.065 art:Ulery- - to Bragg 's 46,665--30,4-49 

infantry, 13J 962 cavalry, and 2,254 artillery. hie 'ITaS no 

great sU'P6l"lor1ty for an offensive move but Old Rosey had 

made up his mind. Orders for an advance went out on 

June 23. 194 

It would not go straight 1n aga1nst the Confederate 

fortifications ; ne1ther would it strike along the rood roads 

nd open country wes t of the Murfreesboro - Shelbyville ra1l 

line, for Br agg lias ~!atehlng this area olosely. Roseora.ns 

planned to feint at Shelbyville and slide his main force 

around Bragg's :right flank in hopes of getting it on the 

1941'l1111am 
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r a ilroa d Just below 'r ul1ah.oma. Then Bragg , '<'11 th hi9 right 

turned and his su?ply line and route of retr6Rt cut , would 

heve to back ou t of his works and fIght on open ground or 

retrea t by more dangerous route. The suooess of the moV'e-

ment depended upon the ability of the teint to keep BMrdee 

sta t 10na 1"Y a t ¥iartrace ~i1hile the main foroe moverl ".round 

tOt<rar<1 ;I.an.cllester. On the twenty-third Grang er 't:i th his 

gr:.a11 corps sta r 'ted west\.;e.rd, whIle J t a nle y ''Gook thre e bri­

gades oto tiv a lry ( leaving Turohin with one brigade) end 

moved against EaglevHle . tanley bivouacked in t'ron t of 

Shelbyville and lighted large oampfires t hroughout the 

country behind him. Between thE.'Hll, Granger, Stanley; and the 

campfires, fooled Hardee ahd :Polk~ who remained 

and Shelbyville, 195 

'dartrace 

iter hi s right foroe had mov Rosecrans sent t he 

corps of Thome.s and }·1oCook to ocouPY l~e.t1ches tel' and sen t 

Crittenden's corps, wi t h Turchin and hie one cavalry brigade 

in tront, on the f ar left through the rough country of t he 

Barrens to menace Bragg ' s communications . It looked simple. 

But east and. southeast of Murfreesboro the t erra i n wa9 

mounta inous, the roads--the only poss i b l e Y of moving the 

a r my- ... poor. On top of thnt it rained built'rogs for seventeen 

strals:ht days malting movement exoruoiat i ngly difficult. 

195Ibid. t pp. 277-7e. 
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Thomas and ~~cCook dld not have excessive trouble and reached 

Manchester 1n good time . But Crittenden and Turchin had all 

sorts of problems . The r a ins turned t he roads to a. botton.-

leas J elly in which borses , mules t guns, an agons floun-

dered and somet i mes disappeared. Thomas and .,LcCook had 

reached Hanchester on t he t wenty- sixth, but Turchin's ad­

vance elements di dn 't make cont act with them until the 

t wenty- seventh . I asn 1t until a few days l ater t hat all 

ot Crittenden's corps owne up. 196 

T" l t h Stanley snd Gr anger pressing him on the left, 

and Thomas , .. reCook , and Crittenden a t Manchester, Bragg li.new 

that his position was untenable; and he hast1ly "Julled his 

army back to Tullahoma. Meanwhile a Feder al br1~ade of 

mounted infantry armed with seven- shot repeatl rifles 

under t he command of Colonel John Wilder dashed behind the 

~outhern army and destroyed the r a ilroad and ita station at 

Decherd, south Qf Tullahoma. Rosecrans was on t he Confeder ­

a te flanks ; and with t he r ailroad broken behind him, Br agg 

had f1nally to evacuate Tullahoma , too . Hi rmy left on 

July 1, not s t opp1ng until it got south of the 'rennessea 

River. ~osecrans did not pursue hill sou t h Qf t he river. 

The Ar my of t he Cumberland lost five hundred and seventy men 

1961bld. , pp. 273-79 i O. R. , XXIII , pt . 12 552-53; 
LIt, Pt . 1, 3,(0, 37~ . . 
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in its advanoe. but it took over sixteen hundred prisoners , 

including fifty-nine officers. For 'Turch1n and most of the 

rmy t he tra il to Tullahoma had been a wet, rocky one, but 

t hey had 

forta . 197 
remarkable viotory to show for their c1am.p ef' -

'the Road to Chickamauga 

On July 28, a few we-eke after the close of the 'i'ulla ­

homa ca:npai gn, Turchin was transferred out of the cavalry t 

the infan try. He was in fact demoted. From the command of 

division of cavalry he moved down to the Third Brigade, 

Fourth DiVision, Fourteenth Cor ps . hiS brigade had been 

co:nrnanded by Brl~e.dler neral Geor ge Crook, l a ter famous a 

an Indian tighter, who succeeded Turchin as commander of 

t he cavalry d1vision. David St anley was not satisfied with 

Turoh1n t S perf'ormB.nce ea a ca.valry leader and asked for hi 

removal. A member of Turohin I s division explained \Orh 

bot hered St anley about Turohin's me thods: 

His failure as commander of oavalry lt1tltS due , more 
,han anything else, to the fact t hat he marehed wit 
too long a t a il, his staff, orderlies and escort 
numbering nearly four hundred men; and as he always 
~anted to be per sonally a t t he front , Just behind 
:he a.dvance guard, his infernal t all atood i n t he 

way of the f i ghting material of hi s division, so 
that • .• he invari ably lost t he frult s of any 
rapi d movement in the adva.noe . 198 

ThIs writer also observed that Turchin "was phys ioally out 

197Lamers, 'Op. 2g4-91 19SVa.le, p. 196. 
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of plaoe on horseback, the ciroumference of his body being 

.ual to his height,1I199 / which suggests that Turchin had 

taken Or} a. 11 ttle t-Jel~ht aur-ing his lay-off in Chioago . 

urohin VI relieved anti Stanley's chlef-of-s~ 

pily, insensitively, IIl'urehin WtiS relieved this mornln ... . 

G'ood! 1\ 200 

Turohin was unquestionably hurt by hi rensfer. 

120 

John Beatty, who Gaw him on the " ~"ay to h.1s new oca.!lJan(;. \Jl'ote, 

'the nppep.l'ed to be considerably cast down in spi1"it . \1201 But 

now at least he wna back wi th t he infantry, which aJ'm he 

l11{cd best . nd he 118.8 in an axe ellen"C army 001';6 . ';:1 

Thomas commanded the foux'teenth and he was of the great 

soldiers of the war. He was Virginian, but 1 u8.V1<.i 

Farragut~ had choson toatick by the old flag "#hen the (..1"11l 

ar ca.:r", . rom that time hie two sisters refused to Qc~nowl-

edge his ki.nsh1~ . He was mass1v6, majestic) x'esel'ved, un()~...; 

tentatlol1S to a faul t , ~.nd the ,s~arseet of t alkers . Id J:J, 

it was said. fluaually reflects twice before he speaks 

once . ,,202 But wi tha.l he :oJ',~8 not slow or ponderous, for undel"'-

199Ibid. -
20°0. R. , XXIII ;, Pt . 2. 56g. 
201P. 226. 

202Glann Tucker, 
eet (New York l Dobb~ --

he 



neath h1s placid, rather drab exterior w 

agile mind. 203 

first-rate. 
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Thomas ha,d been a leading figure 1n the Armies cf the 

Ohio and Cumberland almost from the beginning of the war and 

had commnnded the Fourteenth Cor ps since its creation shortly 

before the battle of stonels R1ver. He Rot t he beet from his 

men and they s,h-laYs recognized his ab11i ty. Gr adually they 

came to appreciate his innate warmth andklndheartedness , 

too, and gav,s him the affect ionate nickname of II Pap. II By 

the time Turchin joined it, the Fourteenth Oorps was superb 

fighting instrument; e.nd a man who fought with it had a h1gh 

standar d to maintain. Thomas' division commanders in August, 

H'i6;, were seasoned soldiers all : First Divi sion , Brigadie r ' ­

Gener a l Absolom BaIrd ; Second Division, Major-General James 

Negley; 'fh1rd Division . Brigadlel"-General John l·! . Brannan , 

t4nd Fourth D1v1.sion , l·!ajor- General Joseph J . Reynolds. 

Reynolds was a.n Indiana man. He had been graduated 

from West PO int tenth 1n the olass of 1943. 1n which Grant 

"·lso t1:raduated. .s and remained a olose friend of Grant . 

After a few years of garrison du ty 1n t he east he returned 

to the Po1nt to teach engineering and from 1957 to the out­

break of the war he taught at Washlngton UniverSity in ~rt . 

203The t wo best b10graphies of Thomas are those by 
MoKinney and Cleaves already oited. There 1s an excellent 
short sketch of him in Tuoker , pp. 321- 2g. 
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Louis . ~ashlng to lead troo:ps from his native sta.te in t he 

ar he returned to Indiana where he was pl aced in command or 

the Tenth Indian~ . iter serving in \'lest Virginia ~11 th 

HcClellan and Rosecrans he reported to the Army of the Cum-

berland prior to s tone' a River. He possessed all of the 

Bolid capab1lities of a well-trained oft1cer. 204 

The 'boys of the Eleventh Ohio, one of Turchin's new 

reg iments l liked to tell a story that reveals much about 

Reynolds and Turchin and t heir different a tt1tudes t01Na.rd 

the we r . One evenlnR on t he march south to the Tennessee 

'rurchln halted his bri gade near a sweet pota.to patch, t'lh10h 

the men of t he Eleventh i mmedi a tely assaulted. As t.he regi ... 

mental histori an remembered it, "General Reynolds . saw 

the for8.£ers f r om h is tent , and immediately mounted his 

horse , rode down to General Turchin's quarters and repr1-

manded him rather severely for not pl aoing a guard around 

the premises . ,120;;7 Turchln replied that he ha.(l forso.tten 

bout it but would get a guard out at once and went after 

the provost ttuard. Then telling the guard to follow him (on 

foot) he rode down to the yam field and the following dialog 

took -olac e : 

204George ", . . Cullum, B1ographlcal Re5ister of OfQ ­
cera and Cadets of the U. s. },tIlitarf Academy (8 vols . j 
Bos ton , 1~911, It, 161; Tucker , pp. 61- 62 . 

20'Horton, p. 263 . 
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at you doing dare_ boys'l" 

It G-e tt1ng sv-'eet po tatoes t General." 

I·You basser get out of dare--de guards e.!'e ooming. 

Besser you go around dat "'ray, or de guards will catch you !tl 206 

And '1'u1'ch1n gas tured in direct10n oppos1te fro m whenoe t he 

provost guard was marching . Those yams di sappeared for a ll 

time and Turohln l s relations with Reynolds were never the 

eo ame . 

Turchin' e brig,ade was composed of four Ohio regi ments-­

the Eleventh, oommanded by Colonel Philander ." . Lane ; t he 

Thirty- 3ixth, under Colonel William G. Jones; the El ghty ­

Ninth. Colonel Caleb H. Carlton; and the Ninety-Second, 

Colonel Benj amin D. li'earlng- - and the £lghteenth Kentucky , led 

by Li eutenant - Colonel Hubba rd K. Milward. In addition, 

' aeond Lieutenant 1il1iam Chess ' s Twenty- First eattery, 

I ndi ana Li ght Artillery was attached to t he brigade . The 

Ohio regiments had fornled a brigade which Crook had led in 

~est Vlrg lnla and whioh was part of Burnside's corDs of th 

Army of the Poto mao at South t,i·ountaln and Antietam, the 

bloodiest single day of the war . They had joined the Ar my 

of the Cumberland during the first months of 1963. 20 , The 

.A.rmy ot the Potomac wee more of a spit - and- polish outfit 

206 64 Ibid.. , p. 2 . -
207Re1d, II , t1, ... g6 , 232-35, ,494) 512-13 , 
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than al ther of its two '4l'est·ern counterpart., . onsequently 

the discipline of t hese Ohio troops was quite high and Tur­

chin had no problem with them. On the other hand, t he 

~ighteenth Kentucky had had bad luok. It had spent al l of 

i t s servioe in Kentucky and Tennessee and on August 30t lS62, 

it had fouflht in the battle of Richmond , Kentucky, wher-s 

Nelson with a scr atoh force of raw reg1ments had been routed. 

f.tere the Eigbteenth lost fifty-two killed and one hundred and 

fifteen ~~ounded) and most of the rest of its oomplement trIas 

captured. Later moat of the captured were paroled and re­

turned to duty, the regiment Jolning Crook's brigade . The 

'''';1ghteenth was looking for' somethin~ 'better than it had seen 

before . 20S 

Turchin provoked t h a'lle warm reaction from his na" 

command which he had reoeived from his previous ones (even 

his oavalry men had liked him personally. ) The scribe of the 

Eleventh Ohlo desoribed the i mpression that t he new commander 

made : 

e found the Gene ral to be an aooomplished offi­
oer, a gen tleman ot fine soc1.al Clualities , and on 
duty striot enough for all praotical purposes . 



. • . The general alvays regarded the cOi!l.fort 
and welfare of his men in -orei'erenoe to that of the 
rebel inhabitants of the country where he happened 
to be . 209 
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ldently the Turchin of 1963 had. changed very 11 ttle frora 

the Turchin of the year before . 

He took oo~~and of the Third Brigade at Big Springe 

two miles from Deoherd on August 1, in time to lead it on 

the maroh aoross the Tennessee R1verinto Northern Georgie. 

and Alabama. Roseerans~ a.t'tal' resting and ref! tt1ng his 

exhausted army and trying to get more ho1'ses from the War 

Department, was now going to move southward again . His 

plan was to flank Bragg out of Chattanooga as he had flanked 

him out of Tullahoma.. But this time he would felnt at 

Bragg 's right, above Chattanooga and at the city it~elr and 

put hi s fla.nking force a.cross the Itennessee River in North-

rn Alabama to :nove on Bragg's communioations south of 

Ch.a ttanooga . C1'1 ttenden \lIQuId make the feint on the left, 

whil.e Thomas would move directly toward Chattanooga and 

McCOOk worked his way around to the west. The key to th 

uceeSG of the movement was to get Thomas and UoCoQk Qoross 

the Te,nnessee quiokly t so that Bragg ;ould not shift force 

to dispute the oross1ng. 210 

209Hol'ton , pp. 262. 264. 
lORaid. II, S5. Lamers ; pp . 301-302. 
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Rosey ' s marching orders went out on August 15 and the 

next morni the a.rmy began to move. Crittenden crossed the 

Cumberland l~ountalns a t Pi ke sville and marched southwestward. 

Robert l"lnty's cava lry brigade covered hie left flank. }wi·c­

Cook had earli er sent one diVision , I-hl1 3herldan t s, to re -

pair t he r ai lroads leading into and out 0 t evenson. end now 

he moved h is other t ;'10 divisions ) under Riohar d ;'1. Johnson 

and Jef . C. Davis , along the route of Turohin and Orms by 

If;! tohel from yettevil1e to the IJ!emphls and Charleston and 

thenoe eas tward a long the line toward Stevenson. He had h~ 

corps at and a round stevenson by August 20. David St anley 

with the bulk of t he cava lry was out fart her Y99twar d 'Pr" ­

teoting the right flank of t he army. Thomas reached. the 

Tennessee one day earlier than McCook, sending hi s divisions 

by three r outes ! Negley via the railroa.d to a pOine a fer 

miles west of Bridge~ort ; Baird by road t o Anderson , 'tennes­

see ; and ~eynolds a.nd Brannan by road to dhellmound. 21l 

Turchin ' s brigade brough t up the rear of Reynolds 

dlvlslon on t he hike to the Tennessee , with Br annan a re~ 

miles behi nd. The Fourth Divi sion mar ohed from Decherd, 

AUgU9t 16. reaching University t he same day. At six in the 

morning on t he seventeenth it left Un1ver sity and marohed 

by way of Sweeden's Oove , Blue Springs , and Jasper. It 

211Ib1d. , pp . 300 -30}; - .. lnney, p . 220. 
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reaohed the latter place on August 21 . Part of Colonel 

Edward A. King l s ~econd Brigade took possesslon of t he Jhell­

mound ferry on the following day . 1~eanwhl1e1tlilder ' s First 

Brigade, whioh ~~d been detached at University . shelled 

Chattanooga across the river from the oity. Th . my now 

repered to cross 'the Tennessee . McCook ' s spot was at Caper-

tonls Ferry where he had built a pontoon bridge . He crossed 

on the twenty- seventh. Negl ey and Baird o'roseed on anotber 

)ontoon span which 3herldan had built at Bridgeport. and 

Orllnnan went over at the mouth of Sattl e Oreek on log rafts . 

"inr,t's and 'ful"Ohln's brigades crossed at Shellmound during 

the night of ~ugust 31 and during the following day at the 

rate of eiuht hundred men per hour. They p&oked themselves 

into large boets and t with their colors o'ver each vessel, 

flo~ted across in the darkness and then the dayliKht . 212 

Roseorans now had l~cOookJ Stanley, and Thomas safely 

across the river. which had been considered a dangerous s.nd 

formidable barrier. I-! is next move was to try to Ret stron 

force on Bragg fs main line of co~~unlcatlon with Marietta and 

Atlanta.. Georgia ; and he was aiming at e. point sOlllelrlhere b .. -

tween Pal t and Resaca. The ma.in obstaoles to this movement 

2l2neturn . 'rhiX'd. ar1gade, Fourth Divis ion, ,'ourteenth 
Corps, August lO~ 1863, Recorda Relating to John B. Turchin, 
!iecord Group No . 94, National Archives; O. P. , X..<X , Pt . I, 
439, 476; Pt . 3, SO- 51, 5?- 5g, 344; Lamers, p . 304; 'lci\lnney 
pp. 221-
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e:r-e Lookout Mountain a.nd Hiss10nary Ridge behind 1 t, whioh 

made r apid marching diffioult and, more important, hid 

Bragg 's army from Rosecrans . By September s1xth t t he XIV. 

XX, and XX! Corps a ll lay along the western slope of Lookout 

Mountain. 1'0 get on tsragg I s r ear Roseorans had to sepal'a.te 

hl~ armY--Cr1tten, coming down to cross the river a.t Shell­

mound , to oocuPY Chattanooga ; Thomas to cross Lookout and 

lHss lonery Ri dge at Stevens' and Cooper ' a Gap . about twenty 

six miles south of the clt~ and McCook to 60 to Valley Head ' 

and Winston t s Ga.." tthich '48,9 forty - olx mlles south of Che.tte.­

nooga, with the oavalry reoonnoitering in fron t of hlm. 213 

'he mounta ins tha.t screened Bragg from rtoseorens also 

hid Roaect'ana from Brllg;J and thus the Army of the CUT-Derland 

was a.ble to cross Lookout ~~ountain r,ract1oally unop}.los ed. 

But otherw:1se things were not going well for the Feder als , 

nd a large cloud of danger was rising over them. Br agg va 

recei"!:tng reento:rcOlllen t s llh1 ch pu t h i m 1n a oond1tion t 

strike hard a t his enemy. iter Burnside ocoupied r~noxvl11e 

on Sept ember 6, the torce opposing him, about ten thousand 

men under Major- Gener al Slmon Bolivar Buckner , had turned 

ay from him to m .. ,rcl1 south to Br agg ' s army. At t he s 

time Joe J ohnston sent two of his divisions east from Missi 

i ppl,and Lieutengnt-General James Longstreet was hurrying 

211Lamers , p . 213 . 
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three divisions of very tough veterans from the Army of 

l~orthern Virgin1a westitlard by railroad. '~hen they all oame 

in, Bragg would have about sixty thousand men to Rosecrans· 

fifty thousand. Also Burnside w~s dawdling in East Tennessee 

~dth no apparent intention of moving over to cooperate with 

p.osecrans . 2 l 4 

n 3eptember 4 Turchin moved his command (minus the 

"lghty- Ninth Ohto, ilhich was still at Traoy City on Rarrison 

duty), across Raocoon lountnin: high ridge just to the west 

of Lookout ) and next day had it a t Trent on . By the ninth it 

had begun to croeo Lookout !" ount aln a t Cooper ' s Gap. That 

clay it reached D. point four miles from the toot of :·ission~l.l:·y 

Ridge. Thomas ' headquarters end the Fourth division wagon 

train tIers between the Third Zrigade and the Second 1Flhlch was 

caiUDed at the 'Western base of rUsslonary . The pass through 

the ridge was j~nrned th ani mals , men, lind equipment; and 

Turchin di d not ~et his com~and over 1t unt i l the thirteenth. 

Br annan followed h1m with h1s dl vision. 14eanwh1le Negley and 

Baird had a.lready !'l1v.ae their Nay through Stevena ' Gap. 

Negley's w. the lead division Md before him lay l-igeon 

~1ountaln, behind. whlch the Army of Tennessee--somewhere . 

Negley headed for Dug Gap , the central open1ng 1n the moun-
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li:lln, and by aeptembOl! 9 he ,,< in MoLelItOre l 8 Cova betor 

tho ~a.D . He U:OV3f! aC~':>S9 'the oove confidently , havtng rAC 

idea or lnfol";1\at1.on thflot ene;ny until 

t,tddenl y ,"q;,be1 sk1rl¥llahere P OS t ed 1n iront or the ;":flP oD6ned 

up on h1e. e.dvlmoe :r'og ime,.t . Negley 1'orz.~d the re~il1enti In 

line E~7~d ro.dv 4WCed to a alIlall knoll i!.r1.vlnr;;. tho (memy 'back. 

d then,. looklrm Dha;...d into DUf~ t'lap , he r;;o.t the Qhook 0 

a lifa . Ooncentl's.tetj, 1n the hep WQS n massIve bostwh1o.r~ 

had his suddenly very a.ll d1 v la1vn v1rtu&.11y surr'·:1unded. 

The nearest ,ti' s$.iQral f'or<:e. Eai!""', V!l6 not near enoun:h. Gnd 

, .... 15 
60 it 100kua 1114.,19 l~o~ley "':8,3 n s on'er. c:!_ 

Qalled for help l and Thomas whisked lll.i.lr'd* 0 elvi­

Gian dmm into Elf1d across t o .... ol1lOl"'e'£ Cove to sup~ort him. 

OilY minuto could have oae.1 t1i~ bct;1nn1nf! of tlle end 1'01' 

Neiitle~ , 'but -iI'aes tumbled and fumod and never \.lid la\moh th 

t t Qo!t whioh would ha·.ra ol"U~hee. hi'l. 'ihOTt.lS informed" 

1)1"MS of .{egloy· B ~ligi)tt and tl'U~.ii gen 

that t!le army tha.t he l:'.ad Gll )oacd Vi 

ally preperlng to rttr o~~ ~ Cut :1.. t took. saveral days fOl~ ttl 

pOint to sink in. md 1 t wasn I t unt. l l the thlrteen'Lh 

ent out ordct's to V.cCook and nr1ttenden to ooncentrate on 

ho h1 hat oonoen~ratlcn taoit place. tbe throe ,pert 

- -~-... ~~---.- .. ~~-.--.---'-.. ---

t . 1 , 476 ; .It . 3, 511 , 63~ 601.; 
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of t he Union ar my wer e still vulnerable specially Crltten-

den tow~rd whom Bragg l g whole force w movln~ . It wasn1t 

until the ni~ht of the seventeenth t hat t he cor ps were in 

supporting di stance of each other ana. the cri s i s we.s over . 

Br agg he.d never made the a ttack which could he.va brought h i m 

a smashi ng vlotory. 216 

Turchin marched out of Mi ssionary Hi dge at six 1n t he 

morning on the fourteenth, and passing aheud of King moved 

out on t he roact to ?ond. Spring and. Catlett' s Gap . A.t .Pond. 

Spring . where West Chickamauga Oreck oros s ed the road, h 

halte~ the brigade. ~ilder with hi s brigade joined him here 

a short time l a t er , and at about two in th "ternoon Turchin 

took t he Nlnety- :iecon<l Ill1nois 110unted Infantry of .n1der 

and moved forward to a rou~h ohurCh or meeting house one half 

milf' from Ca.tlett I s Gap , an opening 1n Pi geon ;4ountain north 

of Dug Gap. 2l7 In hi s report of the aff a ir he wrote: 

0ur few advanced men found t he oavalry pickets po~ ­
ted beyond a corn- field a t t he gap. and when they 
came 1.'1 sight of the pickets they saw t. party of 
rebele on foot deploy i ng along the edge of t he waGes 
to thelr right . Not ,dshing to bring on an engage-
lent, ! returned to oamp. . . . Shots were exchanged 

between my men and the rebelS throughout t he entire 
maroh and at the gap . 21g 

216Ib1d. j pp, 66-71, 104·-105. -
2170 . :to t xy..x , Ft . 1 , 1~72 -73J l.!-76; .r' t . 3, 62J-t . 610-

71, 673- 74. . 

2l ol b1d. , Pt . 1, ~72 -73 . 
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TUi'ohin kept the western end ot Catlett's Gap pl ugged until 

the seventeenth when. K1ng 's brigade took OVer t h t 's t ask) a!ld 10"G~;h 
backed up to a reserve position. 

The River of Death 

Bragg wa.S movlng n01"tbwar<iand westward tQ out otf 

the Federa.l Ulny from, Chattanooga. On t he e.1ghteenllh he 

'beFl:a.nto oroee West Chlck.a.mauga Creek a t pOlntstrom Lee and 

Gor don ' s lUll to Reed l s Bridge, and early t he fo U ,owing day 

all but three of h is divis10ns (Plus Longstreet' s ,foree 

whloh had yet to arr1ve 'by train ) "/ere on the west s.1deof 

t he creek on C)f"l.ttenden's e,xpo8 E'td left flank. Orittenden 

had moved south trom ChattanoO\ga on reoeipt of Roseorans I 

concentration order. Rosecrans st111 was not exactly Bure 

ot Bragg 's position, but he knew that the Ar my of the Cum­

berland had to shift farther north tc() proteot its routes to 

Chattanooga. Therefore on the night of the eighteenth he 

Ordered Thomas t .o maroh h1s , whole COrps behind. t he XXI and. 

t ake position on t he letto! the army. Next morning 'l'homas 

was reaohing his new position Jua, t as Bragg 's advance ele ... 

ments were approaohinG: 1 t . 

Mos t ot the oountry in whioh t he two armies 'Here now 

oper a.ting WaS oovered. wi t h t hiok foreste, with an OPen 

patoh here and t here. I t was not a fit pl aoe tor a battle. 

Nevertheless they would fight t he.re. t hese t wo gl ants, I n 

t he area north of Lee and Gordonte Mill between the Laf ayette 
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road and West Chiokamauga Creek. nChlckamauga" is an Indian 

ord havln/J various mean ings in the different Indian dia­

lects of the area . The upper Cherokee tribe had suftered 

terrible smallpox epidemic Borne yea~8 before while oamped on 

the be.nks of the placid, meandering stream, and as a result 

of this experience they gave it the na.me "River of Death, " 

Now 1n lS63 boys 1n blue , but ternut . and gray ~l1ere go lng to 

)lve fresh significanoe to this ominous title . 2l9 

'fhoma.s' night march was a perilous operation in the 

extrene with danger 1n the hole that he left behind him and 

in the Vac uum ab€',ad on Cri ttenden I e left . If Bragg hit 

lther of these po1nts while Thomas wee. on t he move , disa.ster 

could result . To &t 1ve himself some measure ot protection 

dur1ng the maroh. he posted Negley l s division as a flank 

I'd and left his campfires burning. The men in the columns 

stumbled a long, kioki ng up clouds of dust - - they iI:ould I'emem­

'bel" Chlokamauj;l;'a duet as they remembered Tullct.home. mUd. Eut 

they reached t heir objeotive next morning , and Just in time 

too, for Bragg we.s about to at t aclc. Brannan went off the 

Lafayette road to the ea.s t holding the army ' s extreme north­

ern flank , and Baird moved 1n to hie right with his rl~ht 

flank refused (bent 'back ) . These two divisions straddled 

the roads from Reed's and Alexander' s bridges . Until the 

219TuCker, pp. 122. 
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rest of the XIV Cor~6 oame up there was a gap between Baird ' s 

right and t he left of 01'1 ttenden I s left dlvision under l-laJor­

General John M. Palmer . 8efore it was filled Brannan and 
220 Beird beo ame heavily engaged on their front . 

After moving to Craw! ish Springe. , Turchin \>/ai ted ther 

until t he eighteenth while Thomas shuffled his d1visions 

round. some of the troops passed hi m, Turchin mi ght 

have noticed some f amiliar faces . Ti mothy Stanley and John 

Beatty commanded brigades 1n Negley ' s division; and 1n Stan~ 

ley's command \iere old re11ables, the N1neteenth IllinOis and 

""i ghteenth Ohio . Gez.e. IUhalotzy and the Twenty ... Fourth 1111 -

nois were in 8airrll s division , as was t he Thirty- 3eventh 

Indiana . Both Stanley and Mihalotzy would be wounded in 

the battle that was beginning. A.t dawn of the eighteenth 

Chaplain James Lyle of the Eleventh Chlo gave a short, spir­

ited sermon to the regiment ; and Reynolds, passing by, 

stopped to listen. \ fter Lyle had flnlshed t the division 

commander walked up and warmly shook his hand expressing hi 

happiness at having heard the talk. Turch in apparently 

n f t around at that moment . eligion is one subject on 

hloh there 1s no record of his v1e~ls . The absence itself 

sug-;ests that he was not a believer. but t he fact that he 

wa.s prcbably a lone Orthodox adherent in - t he midst ot peOple 

220}'lcKlnney ) pp. 230"'31. 



of other fal the might ha.ve led him to keep his bellefs to 

himself . 22l 
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That night at seven Turchin took his brigade with t he 

ourth Di vision north along the Dry Valley Road. The oonfu­

sion of the night marching took its toll on Lleutenant­

Colonel Mll''''ard of the Ei ghteenth Kentuoky . 1n the darkness 

horee r a.n over him b!"'v.1s1ng him badly. HOl.<1ever he ma.n -

ed to continue 1n command of the re~lment till sunday, 

-eptember 20 . t g lOO A. M. the brigade halted at the 05 -

born house near Crawfish Spr1ng long enough for the men to 

b011 oofree . They could have boiled barrels of t he stuff, 

for t hey d l dn I. t ge t under way again until af t er ten 0 t clook . 

Then Turchin formed them in double column and they preceded 

Klnf;t t s brigade to ~i1dow Glenn ' s house, Hoaeorans new head-

Cluarter." . tel' a brief interval the d1v ision started for 

the 11oDonald house fa.r t her north. n"'ihi le we were thus lllaroh-

in~ forward and backward heavy fighting was going on in the 

front and on our right flank [ that would be east of the La­

fayette road]. «222 On the way to J.loDonald ' $ Turch1n received 

an order from Reynolds to reverse direction , but then -,"1111 

Curtis _ st1ll an aide to Turchin and now a cap t a in_ brought 

221Tucker, pp. 332 , 357, 391+; Turchin, Chickamauga, 
p . 215; Reid. II. 85-86. 

222Turehin, ~econd Report of the 8attle of Ch1cli..!l ­
uga, .l3eptember 26, 1863 , o. Ro ) XXX , Pt . 1 J 473 . 



word tha t Reynolds had already put the Ninety - Second Ohio 

snd 81ghteenth Ken tucky lnto the battle llno. 223 

138 

At eleven o'clock or thereabouts unbeknownst to Tur-

chl~ riding a t the head of his brigade , Reynolds had pioked 

the laat t wc regi ment s off the maroh i ng oolumn and sent 

t hem i nto the t100ds to the eas t of the Lafayette road. i$up­

"orted en h1s right by the Ei ghteenth Colonel Fea.rlng led 

the ~lnety-3eoond Ohio forward th ree or four hundred yards 

and drove back a l i ne of Gray riflemen. oaring , an Ohi 

businessman turned sold1er for the duratlon, had four,ht at 

f ire 6 as a pr ivate in three- month Zo uave unit, 

then returned home to organiz.e the Ninety- 5eoond. Now he 

kept his men 1n line in good order under a heavy art illery 

and muske t fire from t he front and left . At about three 

o ' clock charge by one of R. \<} . Johnson's bri gades sto't-pe 

t he fire trom the left , but Just at that moment a musket 

bullet do"med Fearing, and some men carried him to the rear . 

Li eutenant -Colonel Dougl as Putnam then took command ot 'the 

rer: l ment. 224 

\ t about eleven-thirty Turchin brought his ot her two 

reR' lments and Chess's battery to where the Ei ghteenth and 

N1nety- gecond were fighting . Snatohing a moment Colonel 

2230. R. , XXX , Pt . 1, 473;~76 . 
. H 

224Ibid . ~ 477. 4g2 ; Reid t I , 940 ; II, 512 -13. -
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Jones of the ThirtY- Si xth Ohio scribbled 1n his pocket diary : 

"Oft to the left; merciful Father. have mercy on me and my 

regiment, and protect us from injury and death . tl2
<-J As he 

rote, Jones was about four hOUrs 8,"I;8.y from the end of his 

life . Turchin put the Tn1rty-~lxth and Eleventh into line 

behind the other t .... ,0 regiments . Three- quarters of 8. ml1a to 

the loft was Dodgels brigade of Johnson and nottling but trees 

bet"4Sen . It \-18$ hard to kee conneoted line 1n the dense 

"'00.:18 . -rurohin had just put the rest of his roen into p061-

tion and '.111M looking around to examine t he 51 tuatlon 'lihen 

Brlgn,l1er- General 'Yl.1.1l1am B. Hazen, command1ng the Seeon(l 

Br1gade , Palmerls division, whioh was to Turohin ' s t>ight. 

sent over request for one ot his regimen ts II to t'elleve one 

or two of h i s regiments that were fighting 1n front , as they 

"lere out of ammunition . 11226 Turchin responded w1th the 

"31eventh Ohio . Short.ly af ter that he relieved the l'aneliy­

Jeooncl wi t h the Thl rty-Sixth. 227 

The fighting 1n the woods east of the Lafayett 

road ha.d beoome general as both s1des fed ne'" un! ts lnto 

11ne. Bragg weB still trying to get around the Union lef t. 

and Thomas was oonstantly sh1ft1ng troops to meet this 

25~ucker , p. 149 . 

226rurchln. o. R. , XXX , Pt . 1, 474 . 

227 O. R. , XXX, Pt . 1, 474, 554- 55. 
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threat . At a'bou.t four 0' clock Bragg suddenl y switched 

direction and took shot at Thomas right where his l1ne 

stretohed tO~'lerd Or1 ttenden t s . The attaok broke Van Cleve ' 
division of Cri ttenden } but Hazen hurried over, drove it 

baok, and restored order . This uncovered Turchln i s right 

flank) 't;h1.le a t pbout the s ame time lin advance on the left 

bared his left . 3-uddenly he was a lone, lI,lthout supports. 

In his report he wrote . "l decided to t nk6 to the right , 

and formed 1n t wo lines on the left of General Cruftle ori-

ade . of Palmerls diVialon. u ... 
2g 

He wa.B Just 1n time, for as he came cverJ Cruft I , 

oomfl'..and was f alling back , pushed by a strong Rebel a ssault . 

Cruft l s men were in fact about to stampede , when Turchin 

c ame up. "There "las wavering and indeolsion>1I he said, "and 

I ordered a oharge . 1I229 Jones, seei ng aome of Cr'i.ft· 8 loen 

running to t he relU'~ waved hlasword and shouted to his men, 

II
t ';e 1 ll let them know this is a reg iment tha t Oan ' t run . 11230 

The Thirt y- Sixth and the Eleventh spearheaded the count 

a ttaok. Cruft f aoed his rear (in the retrea t ) reg1ment 

the Ninetieth Ohio about 

the r1~ht . rybody gave 

nd sDOtted hi s guns on a ridge 
-31 oheer and rushed fOFward . 

Describ1ng t he charge Cruft 1;frote , 

22S!bld. , '+74· 

2310 . R. , , 

229!b1d. - 230 Tuoker. p. 149. 

Pt . 1. 476, 481- S2 . 

o 



1n sweeping to the front) the lUnati-eth caught a por-
10n of t he Thlrty-F1rst Indi ana and !.l eoond KentucKy) 

and. t he \-(hole mass rolled down on the enemy, making 
a mos t auccessful oharge. The rout of the enomy was 
complete, and t he line was resto:red . 23~ 

11+1 

Thomas Sed.gewioK s till oommanded t he Second Kentucky; one 

wonders what his feel ings were as he wa tched the man of whom 

he ' d sat in judgment lead. e charge to his suooor. 233 

J ones was killed i n t he aha He had been from 

Oincinnati and waS n:l"adua. ted fro m ~1est r oln't 1n lSt.)9 . Fa 

t he next t \:lO years he served in Arizona and af t er the be::::1n-

n1n~ of the war he Joined the my or t he l'otomao. ",,1 th which 

he fou &l:ht in t he Seven Days I Battles . He t hen an aide to 

a..1or - Gener .a l Sumner until t hat offioer's dea.th 1n 1st! J . 

Jones d wanted to command reg i ment :rror.:l OhiO, and he go t 

his wish when he WHS appointed to the command of t he Thlr1.iy~= 

i~th. The first colonel of the Thirty- Sixth had been killed 

t Antiet am, and now Jones aleo had been struo1. down . Hi s 

suocessor was Lieutenant - Colonel Hiram Devol. 231+ 

Turohin and Cruft conferred and dec i ded to \<11 t hOr "'" 

t heir advnnced foroes one hundred yards baok to Cruf t ls 

or1r:1nal position, and t h i s was soon done . Then a messenger 

came to Turchin with order s from Reynolds for h i m to rejoin 

K1nF" on Palmer t g right . Tha t messenger must heve ned quit 

232!bl d . • 731 2331'o1d. , 751, 753 . - .........-

23~Ibld . , 4S1; Re i d , I, 999 : Tuoker, p . 149. -



1!~2 

a time flndin~ Turchin. since Reynolds probably had no idea. 

uhDre hE ,,,:;'$ . \-:1 tb the for'eats a..l1d tbe confused i~ligm::;ent 

f the units, it definitely ~'8.S not a. mesaenc;er's battle. 

Turchin tu",rched !)is force behind Falmer· 6 olvi.sion and 

el.?~-n.ped for the n11;;ht jU8t f,.,ree t of the Luf'ayett!il roaCl wi tl 
')3 ,-

1[1n"" c.:. ? \, C O 

SUlll"'lar1z1ng the dey's flghtinf~ 'Iurchin. noted tbe.t. 

II the rosit ion on the tlrgt <11".y '£as so ba<":' an';l &0 r'iooded 

';;h~ t my 'ba ttery could. fire only t.hree shots durin€: the da.yl ..... 

figbtin,t:, ~nd t h0g e 'Re::'e ±'irea at tho rebel stragglers aftor 

vTe rn~.d. "'he onarge , 1\2)\" 'l'he bettle 'YtlO,S in fe.c t. a serle6 l' 

brinaae actions, ssob in its own tree-enclosed compartmen· 

of noise, 6~oke, and flame. eynolds I ex])erienc€, having 

l',i5 t'>/o brigades on eh.ch end of ;Z'almerls div1sion, i.,UiS tYi·1-

c £l l of' t;he jUJtbled-up nature of ·the daY ! s activities . Tbe 

10rrow would be little better. 

Dur'ing the n1~ht Thomas' troops fmi.lt log breastirJorks 

in front of them~ \t{h ilc theLr oomma.nder til,lkeo with Eose -

cr;=:.ns end other leaders at ";ido~i C·lenn I s . eVe!" on the l1ebel 

sic.€: Longs treet l'~a8 detraining his troops, and Bragg '>'1a8 

te.lling him that the Confec.e;poto arr:y 1;"oulu tac1\. ::111 e.lor;" 

h·~ Une next mot-ning:, s t a:r'tlng fron r i Ght to left. His rd_m 

---- -------------.. ...- ... ---
2350 • R. '.'Y'l ~..... 1 '''lit ., 070 ... \.t\} .. If .. 'b. • ctt ....,. it.... .. 

21oTb'1d ll'?li _ ,_ " t ' f. 
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Tt!aS still to get; bet'<leen 'l'homas and Chattanoo~a. 'fbomas u"'''' 

qui te aware cf this and o etueen catnl3.,S he invariably respof!-

ded to qu~stion$ from Rosecrans r,'J"ith : III vlOuld stren€,;then 

the left . 11237 The I1ne of the f;.,:t':11.y .of the Cu!:"'1!;)ez'la.nd 

Rosecra.ns rearra.nged it that night i;i85 ae fCllol'rs f);>om l eft 

to right (north to south)t Ba1ro's~ Johnso.nts, falmerlg J and 

Reynolds ' divisions in a sn.alloirl \l reSoent bulging eas '\;.ward 

frOID the Laf e.yetta road; Brannan some~1hat 'Co t he rear west 0 

·the road, in good !loslt1ol1 to be moved to the left, if cil"-

cums tf,mces demandec. it . t;e€;leyvas in front and to the 

righ t of Br e.nna.n , and l'artter to t!:lC ,ri ght were eherldan and 

Jef . O. Davis of Me Coo:;': . "),/ ild el"·s b!'lgad~ 'W.s also on the 

rir.:l1t. Crittenden!s other ty10 divlsions. 'dood'a 8.n<:1 'Van 

Cleve's, re put in !'eserve behind the center of the 

line. 235 

On S't.mday :w:rnln~; l1eyno lela ,'!'loved 'I'urohin I a bri>;:ade 

fOl:"h,i"l,l"d and to the left into Poe l s field to flU. a ga:p left 

'by the ubiqul tous Huzen . '.i'urchin r 8 front line ~ihich ha,Q 

(froT. right to left) the 2lev enth, Ninety-Second, ane. pal"t 

of the Thi rty-:3ixth -:'Tas tb~ aX:Cireme right of Tho lHC;!S, [.'051-

tior} and Y~ae bent back to the Latayet to road am': t3ced 

eouth-IArard. Kingl £, brlgads was behind Turch,in and somet;hlr:. 

to the r1ght t oonnecting h left with Turchln l s ascond line. 

237\"'o.K1nney, p . 23 ... · 2)OIbid.. -



144 

i i.t about ten (l ~ cloak Bl"agg IS :':'.tte,ck, rollinG eouth.;'fard like 

B. thunderclap, SlSlffi'TI0(l into Turchin' e front . IrO!' an hour 

the Rebels drove a t 'I'urchln I 'len) who orouched behtnd their 

lr:rprovised forti:t'1clttlonB and :coureo. out a. d,9ad.ly i 23' 9 reo 

'Hiey Here :f1nelly driven off ;'Tl th heavy loss and Turcnin 

.. ommen 'ted 

our men. 

II t he bree.st;"101'Ks; of railsarlc timber pro1;ac taeJ . 

240 The enemy sulfered severely. " A minor crisis 

occurrea uhen the logs p iled in front of the Zleventh Ohio 

c~ugbt fire, but a J.1eutf;1nant a.nd a few men pu shed a:~h,\Y an 

ta!!J1)ed out the burning timbers. At ,\;h~ en:5. 01' this tightt 

at about elev'en 0 I c1c.iel~j Hubbard Xl1ward had. become so 

hobble(l by the injuri.es he hb:d received on trlday thai, ho 

hed to r i ve 01rer t he command of the Eighteenth to Oapte.in 

John a. Heltemee and rBti~e . 241 

.4c t1on cel':sed on 'I'urohin IS i'ront ~ but he soon be~l;~n 

to fee l pressure on his rt~ht and l'ea.r--somethlne:; we s H:r'vng 

Siomewhere . I1eynold,s moved, hi m more to the rie:.ht to back ur 
iang J who was t a1\:ln.g the brunt of t he enemy atta.ck.. Bll 

thanl:a to fa. fierceJ suialdal charge by the One Hundred IJ,nd 

Plfth Oh1o J King held on and the ll"ourth D1 1t ision ffi£tintalned 
242 

ita positlon . The fighting &gain subsided and. as .Palmer 

no ted~ Ii t.he posi tiona held by tt;,€, divis i ons of Reynolds, 

.-----.-------....... -.----..........-... -... -~~--. ._--.... -------.. , ..... -~.., ... -~-.. -->----
239 o. I1:..; XXX, ,f't . 1, 474. 2401b1d. ---
241. 47{~ h Ibid. , . ~J t "t. - - 242Ib1d• $ 44·1-

~ 
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John60n~ Baird, and my Ol;tn were frequently a ssailed durin~ 

the clay but were r;laintained fh"f.lly b y th@ \'!ill 1ng men behind 

'the b~u."'rl c 
.... " es. llc::'"1'"3 

Th enemy 'TJQVEHnen t en 'furchin I e 1'110;;):1"1; I'ear '{<ms 

result of a monu.mental dis8,g'£er ':.'1.nich h;ld ha:.opened to t h 

~ ·nlon right and center. Tholias I his line In f:'ont~ safe. had. 

been tryi ng to :Ugur6 .out £1 Tfla.y to seaura his e;c")osed l eft 

i' l.anl>: . Fe he.d sent ;pepeat ed calls to Hosccz'ans tor retm<~ 

forcemel'lts .for this end. ~ e ~(I'" stolid. unpretentiouS 

L1an , but he did not laClt imagination, and thought of a l.:n~ge 

enetljr fo rc e rolling up hls conuaand trom th~ lcf 'C rea.r chilleo. 

him. He specifically wented hiB other dlvl s 1a n~ Negleyls, 

baok;~ but Negley ,>l in line andooulcl only IDal1.age to send 

~, Beatty's and 3tanley's. In fighting on thg 

left thGseh'o "Jere ba.dly ohewe tt up .'lnd St an l ey was ltloundecl , 

ut with Bai rd's troops and other units that il'homa.:3 scrapeJ. 

up, they held on . :Iillong the units f i ;;htiug \'f l th ri;e,lrd '\lla 

I'''''lonel Si dney Barnes ' brigade of Van Cleve's dlvlsion , 

·hioh oont ainedthe N1nety-Nlnth Oh10 . The cornmanc1er, of' 

the JUnety- Nlnth 'I'l8.S another figure from Turch i n I s CC1.ll~t -

8rt1al-.. Pe t e" . ~ . 1 1 ,.. 1 t 24L1· ~walne, w~o was noy a 00 ane_ 01 vo un ears. 

~-----------------
243:rbld. , n.~' ... 15. -
4.!t.~1 C.Klnney~ PI' . 239-42t 246-1~7 . 
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Thoma.s had £tcttlally not solved his problem on t he 

ft o He had only det'err.sd i'c for' a while . He naked Rose-

crans 1'01' ;;'101'0 !!lon . The 01 tU<a t ion las beco;-u1ng a lar'mint,; to 

~oseC.l('e.ns . He had ordered Brannan to t ake h i s d ivision to 

TholJas , and. he thouGht that a.l l of Negley· s h a.d gent: to tLe 

left; ye t 'l'hOlil&S we.1i> still a skinr;; for more men . NO~'i Ca.p t~::..:'l.n 

Sanford Rello;:;,,:; of Tho!:1as I staff Caf:ie to ~Ii(h:nf Glenn ; S \11 t v. 

ano t her reques t for reenforceJ!ents and the s tartling news 

t hat t her as ole in the Union line to t he right of 

" eynoldEl . '!'his wa.S ~V'ronSJ for exma '~ $ there . Br&.nna.n 

hu.c. been unable to ,'!(.o ve to the left becau of the p:r-esence 

f a s trong enemy force on h i.s front , and :Cle :t.ad scnt oft 

onl~ veer 's brigade. .0 tlie.s 'bet\,'I'sen h eynolds ane. 

··;ood, s11~htly r ecessad, 'thich ,,1<::'8 probably '!;!hy Kelloet · 

<,Udn i t e him .!l.S he !,a:J.e across the Fedel"ul re;,..r . Bu _ 

Rosecrans though t t hat Brannen had lef t and thus he e.ccepted 

K~lloggt 8 report w:t thout cheoklrur. on it. 2 '~<5 

Rosec;pe,nsthus beli.evedthat there was a divia1on-

i de gap bet'!V'e en \:toad and Reynolc.s . sent the fol1cmln,£ 

oruar t o . ·100d. to fill 1 t I 

'~~--~----~----'--~~--~---.-.-- ~~~.~ 

24'1F'1 tch~ 105-106; !<lcK1nney , p. 251 . 
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than t he linea ,;hlch t he Confederates ha.C "be en us1ng--ae 

'J'nroh1n no ted~ <1 Longs t"'"'e et IS e:'l:pe:l'ienos 1n these ret. t tQI'S i'Jai:! 
'"")4~ 

1!lUCll l~rger ~:;.ha.n .Polk's or Hill t s .)1':: '0 His oolumn '71a.9 ti,'lO 

bri.gaJles rdde a.nd ~1fa s hee.ded. by t he u.lvision of Brigadiel'"' ·~ 

Gener a l Bush:t"od R. ~jop..nflon l::J dlvis ion. It t'i'HiI t~1TO divislons 

dt-3Sp \1.r1th &. d i visicn f l&nKing i t on ei.thel' siele . Tho total 

nu mber of :il'Sfi :l.n this POW61'ful f cn'"'ce was abo t.lt 23 ~0".)O . A 

f€i1i! [ll inut0 Ei ::;~fte!' "food began h is mo vet:tent Lonf:tstr'eat started 

his, e.nd it I'ushe:i rlght t b..ro v,Sh the hole "IO·:)G. had just 

peneu and caught his brigades in the reEl" i n marohlng 

(~olumn . \'iood's commtmd. 'liAS shntt ared in {ninuts s . BrFsman ! s 

nos ition t-las ov errun. , his men a08.tt ered. o r driven pa.oll:. 

IJavl s and. Bh0rldan~ mOVing ill fromch e s,)uth , l:l.lso caught. 

t he fury of the B<ft)081 cn .'51augbt and were dlspel'se(l. Van 

'nGve! s d lvi810n disintei:;:i.~ateiL Cne of: his trigklo.e com;nand-

ers~ Ham Buell {no relation to DOn Carloa J , sf~id ~\ !~y l ittle 

brigade seemed as if etre pt f'rciffi the field . 1\ 249 4:;veryth1n€r to 

t he r'ightot Turohin \'1['1.$ e ithe r 9~rept 8.1!!ay Ol:' c.rlven no:t:'th-

'}l& r d "to'#t:\.I'd oS seri es of sme,l1. nabs le,'.';er na,Cled Snod,Q::t'ass 

lUll. The Confeclerate s wer' i;" mov.tng ntnr, and it dldn t t loo~ 

_____ .... ~....,.~ .,.., ._~~ __ ......... /7 __ ._. _ . __ _ 

24o~hiCkamfcufii~' -p . l l",. 

~49 
Tucker, p. 286. 
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CHICKAMAUGA: WOOD OBEYS THE FATAL ORDER 

Longstreet's Column Advancing 
Wood in the Act of uSupporting" Reynolds 
MOvements of Turchin's Brigade from Night­
fall, September 18, to Afternoon,Septem­
ber 20 

AUTHORITIES: Tucker, p. 257; West Po1nt Atlas, I, 114a; 
Official Atla.s, Plates XLVI, XLVII. 
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like they'd atop sho;r1; of the Chio Rl vcr. 250 

there Tilerc 8. few units whioh manan:ea. to u:.alntaJ." 

their organization as 't;hey ·tree-tee. and. th6s6 oegan to 

:piec e toge tber a ne~'l line on t;he west~rn euge ot ':JilOUgl'a.S6 

13£ll1.Gd :-lors6snoe H1dg6 . Cne of the fil"st of t hese .. ts.S t he 

;if:b.t~l-\;econd Indiana commanded. by Colonel Vorton C. Hunter 

of 'lre.nnanlE, d i vision . :;Jthe.r2 of Brannan's division so on 

8,:.'rlvod t and Drann2.il himsr.lf c ame up to dll'ect OY0.cations. 

Chat'los Harker brought in th€ 1'c,)lains of his brig::../le of 

r.ood~ s division and 'l' imothy S~E.\n ley! B br:lgeo.e came over' frow 

"'he nOl' th. Indlvid.ual soldiers whose comma.nds hFU di6so 1veCi 

but who heta not yot t.ad enouf:~h of f1ght i nt:; trudged over t,) 

oin 'thelr comrades ano stiffen the o\l'er-Gro\';lr'-i~ Horse shoe 

"'~l · . line . L../ 'l'tu'ch:.n, len a faacinated stu nt f the J' .. n:erllJan 

vollmteer and his iodependent 'Hays ~\'r·otf.j that, II "chis s;;on-

t.aneous rally on Horaeshoe }'Udge \1$.8 an oppcrtuni ty for JUB t 

suci'.( lndeperdent spir! t B ·~o jOin the crovd. a nd to fif','ht In 

their own ~ia:l ar.d no nder subordina.tion o.nd str.ict ordaZ's . 

And,ll he added, llthey fouf;ht sple ndidly. 1l252 By one o'clock, 

ns t1ushrod JohnE'on pa.used to :'egroup his forces in front of 

---~-----. ...------- '" ~, 

250 'It.;.e best book on Ch:tc!r .... m~uga. is 'I'ucker~ ane. tho 
best acoount of the rUs1nt cgl'at l on of the F'ederal center 
a nd. rIght is in his chapters twenty- four : 'tt<lcnty- f i ve, une 
tt1en ty-s i x . 

251Tucker, pp . 256-$7 , 32~-29. 
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Horseshoe rUdg~~ t3reinnan had about 2 , 000 ~nen in pos ltlcn on 

the hill . 

The o 1 <.HHJcl ... ll1, wooded li.Ei.t.uvc of the buttlefield saved 

Turchin and the brlp,e.des to hiZ! left . 1flhen t h.e l..onga t;reet 

EJ:xpress l~o11ed r.)V $: 'l' the posit i ons to 'etirlt:h:.tn f 8 right, it 

amputated. the F'ederLil Une just south of h!.m. But bees.usc 

of the troea~ the NlvanoiYl~~ Oonfr:;derat es did not S1:16 r.d .... 

oOl.rlilland clearly a5 they ch 3.rged to the retU' and around be­

hind his r t.ght fl"l,nk . !"te;y'nold13· only oontiao t .. 7ith them vJ&S 

[(ll1Z~ s a.c tion \r:h.en the One Hundred f~nd FIfth (...hl0 m~de 1. te 

char'ge. d1gg1ng lnto the ribs 0:1.' r ... ongstl'eet 'lS column S'.$ it 

IJ.(o'Voo. by . If t he Rebels oouldrl i t see them ~ Tl.n·cr~in ! s men 

oouldn it see rm.loIl ei thsr', end this, t ·oo ~ worked to 'tht:;l.r 

e.dvant.age , On mCJ'f.D open gr-ound. 'l'v.!'ohln t s and Kine;· s men 

would. rw.ve seen ti1e di1fi slons on t heir right disappear and 

T;ro ul('l. proba.bly hg .. ~e fal len b!iclt th!!'ilDSelV'eB . In 'turn the 

men to t h e lef t \'lould have dropped baok, and t hus t he \"hole 

Union line would have given 'flay . It was Just; t;>S lro1~O:rtt'.llt 

to the s afet y of:' the army f or t h e troo'~)8 s est 01' th€' ts.:t'ay­

e't t e roacl to hold thelr positIons as it 1,1",$ for i;,he men on 

Sno3grass t o ma:i.nta~.n theirs . Bu.,\; oatha'!,; tmreal t':r1entieth 

or 3e1') tembe~ 1urohiil hl.wgout e:x:oos ad l.n tho ~H'~ WOQO:z a.ll 

f(ftel'noon vJithout ever receivl uG t he 1'at3.1 t hrust , 

For the r3st of thB afternoon Longetli"aet sent re­

peat ed t1ne;oordlnate';, Qsav.ul t s 8.gainst Hor' sesnoe H1<"..s;e and 



1 !':)<-

Snodgr ass Hill, but the 1~ederal0 !ils.n.e;,;:od to be<>;1; al l of thelJl 

off. ',h'homas was now on f.lnodgx·ass s!liftlng troops to iUee t 

now crises and hoHUng the line togtl t her by the sheer f(>:r'ce 

of h.ie ptresi)noe [2£ roveD iUS anyth ing . The on] y out\>~a rtl, indi­

cation of inner Horry th,'lt h@ gave ws.S to fiddle nErvously 

with his full bf).Et::rd. By one () t clock tl'.e i:lea r 'd T1Jaab eg1nn1n t , 

to .1.'6semole a bird's nest " a s it seemed t hat Longstree 

Mould brsalc the Unlon line to 1'1 eeea . 'i'hen Gordon Qrange!' 

er-rived 1>ii t h his Res erve Corp6~ ?, 500 ,1,en, and 90,000 rounde 

<f ammuni tion. Gr angel" S Iolne whole division uneer Briga(1ie1"­

General James B. Steedman came up Juzt in t1n~e to be<?,t bac 

a Rebel a.ttack off Horseshoe Bi dss, and hls other o1"12;a<:' 

led 'by Co l onel .:)~.niel MoCook (p r el ative of tho COffimE',nil€'J." of 

the XX Co r ps ) wan ::;ost ad a.t Cloud Fouse to keep open the 

t.a1'tlyette rond t o H08sv111e and t"t(e Bldge rOad to ;!. cJtal" 1 and I B 

;Jap , ll,ore peo:-;le wera coming in. Van Derveer brought hi 

bl"'irC!9d ~3, and Garfield arrived with t ... l0 o r 1homa,s' c,"i(~eB ~,.,.h 

brol..lrrht more a.1l'!munl. tion wi tb the '!!. No' ... l!homaa got t':.r~::<l h i Gl 

Lis first ex?1a.n~t1t)n of ,\t,/,t'.ie,t ho:d hnppened to trw right b 

c ar:ny . Gal'fleld also told him tha.t he t-n::'G not liltely to 

,·,et a.ny mo men or ammun. :U;ion and. gave hiD) e.n order ft'O ui 

B.olgeC1"ans to ~ll'ith·.l;raw i hl£.1ediately . C;onfe(ierat(.l forct:s ~or 

ppear1n3 on the left of Ba1rd. a;,:1aln, but '.i.'hO:R'iS o.eclded 

o .1&1 t until it 'nus darlt before pul11mz out . It. ~.·la.S about 
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ive o'clock.c::53 

Crisis 'f;1 no~' Goml.ng to the men in f .ron t of th~ 

barricads", st of the 1,af'aY€lt to road. \ihlle nf.!:atreet 

I1:Cla0 his asaa.ults a.gainst Forseel'lo9 J Bishop Polk, who com-

... an-:.t the Oonfeo.erate riGht 1~ilngt had held his trooJ.:·s back . 

But nov: ?S the sun Ban~ he attaoked the Federa.ls on h ls 

f:."ont [Knd in th1.s itQve go t one divisil>n on the Lafayett 

road north of geird's position. As the fig'ht ine continued 

t h e sit·,~;::.tlon of' t.he Union forces there bece.me incr'easingly 

""erl1otls . 'fhou;.a8 had no t been there for severe..l hours an 

no one knew 1."h~t \-7tHl Il2'Openlng t o the rest of' the 2.rmy. 

Re:v-nol(!s' man were 10irY on a.!'lmuIl1t ion~ havlu/?: beoome se-c's.l"<--

ted f;r..)JU t heir vagons . Colonel Kln..S was killed by a Hebel 

"'ha.r7)l'>hoot~:r as 'the Confederate fire lnCr€H3,Sec'i. ,ieutensnt 

Jolonel Dev ol heard Fteynold.s say that he vJould n~.v e to su.r­

render.c::54 

A half houl" laterf at about five-thirty, Heynold.s 

receit'ea an order from Thor.;as to beg1n t he r~enoral r;;ith-

dra.,\lTal to Rossvi lle . He faced bis t\'lO lines to ttle :righ 

and st:;.rted them in that o.irection. 1'hol!las mean'>::lb.ile 'P'O!S 

r1t1.1ng otrerfrom Snodgr ass Hill to sll.pe1:'vise the retl>ct.t. 

On the r.,"&":1 t wosolo.lers look1n(; fOl' wa ter told hin that 

.~- -'---' .----~--~------.-~~--~~.-~--~---*-------

253"l'uCkers :',.''0 . 337-48; 14cKinney, pp . 252- 53 . 

. 54'1.'uo¥.Ol") pp. 759-60; o. ft . , X~~, Pt . 1, 107 -..- . 
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there \tI'e rl? enemy troops advancing through t he \loods nOl"th-

west of Ba1;t"d' s lef't; f lal1k . 'ltihen hEI r eacl'J,ed the La:t'aye'tte 

road, he me t Re:mo1de (:11'1(; told him about this Hebel foros . aS5 

;Fointing northwHrd hiS said" 1I1'here they are ; clear them 
2~r 

out. It ?t) By this 1I1il.l0 R,.3 ynolds I second. brigade , now oomm3.nd(~d 

by Colonel IH,l ton e . Robinson, wa.s redu.ced t o a lew h Widred 

men , 19J'ld t he job of uri'lri ng bac!\. the threa tening enemy :rorce 

fel l to Turchin. '1.'l.tl"cllin 1.rf;tS tU1e;eX'1.': e.1n as to t he 81:a c"ll 10'" 

c~tion of the enef.t'l.Yafl.d he ~!en t up to Thomas an;l aSked him 

Nher~ t hey '<1161"13 . 'l'horn8$ polnte(l, again-_1I fUght there in the 
',:H~'7 woods . II '- .. I 

'h6 Oon1'ede:r'a tB f <n'oe tbus indioated wasChe division 

of Hrige,dier-Gel1~H;>ul fit . John R. Lldd'el1~ t'lalll:.erl 6 Corp&~ 

~i!a:r)l let' i n t he we.r Li ddell had s ervod on Hardee ~ s ate-ff, 

3..f '~ E'J :r wh ich he had tr8..fisfel"'r'ed to line aerVl0€5md ros S! to 

cU.viE! l on command. Hi lvls ion was a. sm&ll one of t'<;(i bt'i-

gades$ Colonel Daniel C. Govan I sand. Br1gadler-Oenel"al J1d -

;1<i!.rd C. IM,lthal1* s . Walthall's brigade had been roughly 

handled on th~ eight eenth by Wildert 6 men tifl th their 

repeaters a t Alexanl:1er l s bridg e. Commenting- on t11i.s enga.ge-

men t llh~,ch I e,steel only forty- five .mlnute8~ Li ddell VIl'ote: 

__ .... _________ -._,., a __ . __ 

255'l'Ul"Oh1i.1, 9~1:Cf..amaufI~' pp. 1474rJ . 

2560. n. , xxx, Pt . 1, 1+42 . 
,I' _ 

257 Tu.rohin~ £!?~clt~a>Ufia 9 p . 14g. 
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ICU1" 10 was 10ij i n k illed and. \,ycunded, and. J. oem only ao-

c0unt for thia d. l spro;ol'tion from the efficiency of this neYI 
;2 t::!:!' 

t'ieD.pon . II ~ S inca t h£:. t t 1.:;e ,1adell. t S bomr.l1D.ml 11&0. been in 

some hal'd fights, b·l,\t had not lost a man -llSt a p r i BO(ler . 

t~ QT,i as as darkened, it; lifE;. s to be J o1t ad as 1 t had no ~ 

been befo:r'0. i::;Ci 

LHldelJ, ts di'tt islon had adva noed along the J..e.fayett.e 

rOEHl to nenr };cDoH8.1d ' $ house "".lh,;n 'rhome.s po1nter1. it out to 

'.fur-chin . There '\l'~' . S no ~irf;e to lose--on-' ''-ere 

now,!.Jut 0thers mi ght join it . ')".'urch ln 's double line was 

tretched 8.-Grose the T.-.)fayett;e r oa.o f a Ging sou t h. He face ~ 

.hAP 1.0 

~2 OHIO -J )~Kf. NT.UC l-{Y 

II.()H10 iiiii;\ ~b 01-1/0 

\' 
N 

~---.--~.~.--~----------~,----------~------ ~.-----. ---.-- -- '-. -- -. - - --
255 ,(1=..., xx ... ,. t . 2, 21)1. 259Jb1a• f 2;4; 275 . 

......."...~ 
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it about, to t,ile reD.l;>~ and bal'Kf.:\d "F'or-ward. It The men sont 

up a mighty yell and rushed for\'Jard~ north'·lard., to\1/al"d. 

L1dd.ell l 1:l -posi tion. . ~l eam'lhile one of Dan fl, cCook I a batte:d.es 

on a hill north of the Ridge ro~dhad opened up on Li ddell, 

silencing his f~ung D.nd p1..lnishlng his :tnt'antry. oroeof 

Baird.is guns o.:lso Joined :tn. turchin's [llen r an a mllt> 

through the WOOd3: then yoppHd out i.nto an open. f leld in 

front of L:loc' el1's lines e..nd 1.H!i8.shed into his br1gC-.Qos, 

drl'Ttnr; them back in oonfusion. 260 rhey hl t Govan f il'st -­

\th~ briga.:J.£' retreated in considerable confusion. n2G1 

\'/althall ' s 11ne waS partly in t he t'l'oods. ,s:.nd the attack 

took him by surprise t her'e. 'rhs blue soldiers dashed out 

of' the trees , cut oft and Cf'",)turea his skirmiahers, and 

:)< .. "Ova back his me_in line . One of these pri soners \las 

Colonel J . 1 . BC'::tles u commander of the Thirtieth m,ssisslpL 

The Ei ghteenth Kentucky oaptured t1iO guns from Govant IS men 

but was unable 'to bring them otf ~ as their horses had. bElen 

sl:..ot . c62 

Turchin 1r,T~)S ;t'"i{'1i!1.R behind h1s lines as they moveD. 

fOT'tler-d. He 6 to ·pp ed. tor a. mom en t to d.irect some of hi s 

soldiers l,lTho had t'lken cover 'NUh some ;yri soners behind B. 

---------------------------------------------------
bld,, : ? t. l~ 253., 256, 2?5 ~ 1.t?5, 1~79 ~ 4$1 . 3u2 - S.j . -..,.. 

2611'1. T" ~)3 '.) t 2 2 " .... >;10 v $,n ; .;;.;E.;:.."':,.-) ;. . t ov , 

2620 • Ft . , X.lX~ Pt . 1, 4·79; l~t . 2, 275-76. --
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sma.ll lo;r shea 'when olirl shot 8macltl;id into 1115 hON;e. 

DOlm 's-; en t ho r a nd 'l'uX'ohln, in that ardara a nd 'before the 

lat ter coule, untan~~le himeelf fro m the forme!' , the El.dvanclng 

brigade hl1d moved well out ane.iQ of him. 1\.8 he tells it, 

l~o s,t s:!'! officer being neC.~r ~ 'l'urchln 'itlB~S o'bli~:ed t o 
!'un boh1ncl the br i gade thl"'ough a stubble~fl~ld, 
mde~i'l,rOl'inp; by moti oning wi t b. his a r ms t o tiireo t 'en 
offiGers cf his oommaIdi to turn to the left, nnd 
thus to agt~ln join ~b.e troops posted on the' r:'dge. 26-

"'he sight of the stubby 'fur-chin running through the field. 

"'8.vl.ng his IU"ffiS ",;QuId ha.ve been comica l if it \1eren t t for 

the grim seriousness of thE>. ai tuc.tion: the Union e.rmy could 

not be withdrawn in safety until Liddel l was pushec. back. 

'i'he offioers apparently und.erstood Turchi n' 6 wi E;\Yags) fo!' 

·the brigade did move> to t he 113ft and. join Dan r eCook I s 

troops on t he rieg e . A soHLter of' t he N:tnety-Seoond Ohio 

b:rou?;ht 

.,ounted 

urchin an "'.rtillG.I."y horse with a s ad.dle a.'1d he 
q64-

nd ro{le to rejoin hl$ C0r.1l!'l8.nd. ~ 

On the r idce rohin learned that Reynolds l1·ad mif.;-

t ali:e-nly led [<bout one h' . .mdred PJ'ld f i fty ot bi6 men, mostly 

l"ron the ~t~10V'enth OhiO,. fu!'the~ str;;tight ahead. 1'h1 

force safelY rejoin the brlgaue as dal"knes s VJ(l.8 cloelnp' 

in. In hiG r~po rt Heynold.e ex:;lained h l s erl'or this ":l&;{ t 

1'1 unders t ood t hat t his r:.10vement :ve s i n tended. to op en t he 

"h ~ "'-" _ _ _ _____ ~_ 

'~"'3 o Turchln~ 9E.l~l.tama~~, p o 151-

264Ibid. , pp. 151- 52 . --
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road to Rossville for the \"'lY'1r.y , and did not then kno-;'l' of a.ny 

other rO Sod to thaI> point. 1,;;;;65 Roynolds had t aken hli3 little 

band t w'C miles f&9 t its objeotive . It is a "!.1'onder that they 

wel'lim't all captured. 

1'411 ton Hoblnson nOl"ched "Ti th the depleted ;JE)oond Erl-

gade to a. po r~i tien on the :·: 1dgf~ l"oad next to Augu$t ;;;illioh!'· 

br1p-:ac1e of n,. :/ . .Johnson IS d1.vislcn . .onfedarate Liddell's 

Hs.ed-v.!) r egimonts x-straHted half-mil.s, r emoving the oloud 

from Thom"i~ I ll{l thdl"t!'\.,ra,l rian. :':O-.r$I' by Turchin, Dan i:CCOOL 

Robinson, and Tl illloh, first .221mel"'p then J ohnson and Ba 1.1'd) 

followed by t he tl'(01)S on 3nodgraes Hill, Nould retreat to 

gossville. :::t "t:as a sticky bU51.neSS \~ithdr8:v'11ng Nh.11e at'il l 

engage d J anD. many units lost he~v.ily, but under the c1.rCUJl·-

s t anoes ,;ovement ':JaG handled. quite uell . HOt'Teve!' througu 

r.,l.rl oversi ght c f.' t'i-rangel" mO t) t of three regimen t 5 \'.ere ca;.>t lH' d~ 

on Hors eshoe lUdge after the rest of tile Union forces had 

ret:r'eated. . They ,",' ere the '!'~·EH).t y~Flrst and l'1j-;rtmty-~ooond 

, • chlgp,n a.nd l'urchhl l 8 Eighty-Ninth Ohio. Steed.'1lan h&u 

j .. >icked the Ei ghty-Ninth up at f1.'!' i!'tCY City and added 1 t to hls 

"' l vlelon vh6n he Cf!?rched to Ros,sv111e . 'l'urohin :!"8eched 

Hossv1l1e !"J.t eight tha't ni r:;r.J;~ c:md at seven ths next i1lorn1n~ 

the i.'e1rJ men le.ft of th~J Blghty-Nlntn rejoined the bl'lgad().266 

-..... ----..... --.... -----'''~----"'' .,,-.. - " .... ... ~~-

For Turohin 's comment;:; on 
this 

266Tuok ~..J:', '.'~~ 36" -7''> . J t-,.; co 4f- '_ 1 f'l -U .. ,('t a.l' x.'{~t , P t. of 4'77" ---.-
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From RG.Ss-.111e ~Qseerana pulled bis a on1ng legions 

baok to Chatt anooga tOlJ.,Qw~d warily by Bl"agg; 8.8 both. side 

lumly oounted their casualties.. Loss'!!s wereappalllng. Tbe 

Arroyot T,enneSsEUt lost about 21, 000 k1lled. · waunded, and 

missing; wh.ile the Army of the Cwnbel"lar.ul lost app.roX1mately 

16,000. 'rhe ii~ouJ!'tee,ntli Oorps lost 6.114 men, and Reynolds' \ -

loss was o.nclud1ng Wl1der1 & 'brigade) nlnety ... thl'ee kUled, \ 

s ix hundred and elghty .... tlve wounded:, and one hundred and 

seventy ... i:)1x .missing. The li:leventb Oh10 s·utfsredthe least 

of Turch1n' a, br1,gade with slxty-three caaualties. The other 

reglments, were in the elghtlssQ,nd ninet1.&a.; and Turohin 

counted a total loss (exclUd,1ng the Elghty-lUntb. Oh10) of 

thirty killed, t wo hundred and t-wenty-seven wounded, and 

eighty-six. men ltI1sS1ng. 267 At the e,nd Of Colonel lAne' 8 re­

por-t was tl t14rthel' melanohGly m:rtel "Our hosp ital arrange­

ments We1"ea total ta11ure;, nelther surgeons., hospital corps, 

no,. ~mbulances were to he found.,,26g 

In his later years as furchln llled.ltated on the great 

da.ys of the war, he was wont to cO'l'ls14e'r his performance at 

Chickamauga the h :s.ghllgbt ot hl$ Union army servioe, and 

Judging trom tbe praIse he received he ~"'u, probably right. 

It?? 
261 TuokeJ>, pp . ,$6-$91 o. ll. " XXX. ~t . 1, l7;; 119, 

26$Xbid. , 481. -
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TheOharge to the real' 1n the waning light of the t wentieth 

rece1ved pal'tlcl.lla r- attention. ~htuna,$J who ha.d w1tnessed it 

wrote, DIn t .hls splendid I1lQvemen't more tha.n 200 pl"lsQnel1's 

ware captured-and sent. to the re,M". ,,269 Thomas later recom ... 

mended Turoh1nfQr p:romot1on as a result at his tine work on 

the nineteenth and t w'ent!.eth. Garfield whO had ridden t o 

the L.~tayette road wi th 'l'horoas and who, like 'lihomas SeClgewlck 

the a".y betore , had. watched the man whom he had Jud{;ed make a. 

drarnatl0. sav.1ng char ge, telegraphed Rosecrans at S:OO P. t1 •• 

. ·''1'urch1n charged the l'tibel l 1nes and tQok 500 pl'lS0nel's; be­

OQII'J.e $cnveloped , swept al"ound behind their lines and out hie 

way o~t in another pl ace. but aba.t'tdone(j, his prisoners. u2'?O 

Ohal"le.s A. Danai, Stanton' is personal t1.e14 commis sar at army 

headquarters saw Garfleld's message and telegraphed to hls 

ooes, 11 Turchln charged. t hrougn t he reb&l l '1nes with t he 

ba.yonet, and beoomlng $Urrounded, foroed his w(!J:1 back 

aga1n. II B'l1 Such 18 the st\ltt of whleh h1s1ory 1s made . Tur ­

chin took t wo hl.lndred prls,onersj '1'ul'chln took five bupdred 

prisoners; they were sent i'o the real'~ they were abandoned. 

AbOu.t the only t hing these people agreed upon was t hat t,i'ur­

chin had done very well. 'thomas· acoount, a.s: would. be 

269Ib1d• _ 2;,4. 
~ 

2101b1d. , 14445. -
271pana t o St anton, Chattanooga, a , 00 P. )~ ., s ept em­

ber 21. 1963 J Ibid., 195. -
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expected of that %'eliable offieer. Was oorrect. 

There wer-e t wo other tributes- whioh 'rurohin probablY 

valued Just as much; though fer (Ufferent r ,easons. t\at her 

unusually one oarne from Lieut,enant...oolonel Devol of the 

'thirty-Sixth Ohio. At t he ~l()se of hlsotflclal repopt he 

wrote , " ~Ihe suocess Qf this r-eglment and brigade i s not 

ow-in$!: to its d1scip11ne and efficiency alone" but to its 

confidetlGs in the skill of the brigade comrrtander. fl272 This 

could el1;he)" be apple-polishing or a. s1no6 t'6 QOlllJ)llment trom 

a. subordinate to h~a super1.ori it is d1ffioult to dete-r mi ne 

which. But 1 t is oert a in t~i8.,'t nQ amount of sugar"'ooated 

worde ooul& save Pe,v'ol frorD T'ut>ohln's wrat h lf he d1dn t t do 

his Job properly. The final palm oa.me years l ilter fro·m an .. 

enemYi Long,street, who had breu.gnt t he Army of t he C'I.lm'berland 

to t he brink of' destructl<ln. Recalling that heetle afternoon 

when his troop~ strove to knook ''rhomas off Snodgrae& ~U:llt 

Longstreet wrote, 

As no report a, c.sme to the [ Confedera.tel left from 
eornmandlne genera l . or from the rl«ht wing. tihe 
repulee 01' Liddell's dl'illsion WaS thought to i n­
dicate the ,strong hold ing of' the enemy along h i s 
1ntrenoheu front 11ne, and 1 t hought t hat we ._ 
should watt to fInish the battle ,on the morrow. 2.7} 

2720 . R. ~ XU , Pt. 1, 1~g2. 

2?'3.James Longstreet, ~ro,m ,Ma,na.ssaa to Ap~o¥ttox 
(Bloomington, Indiana:, Indiana UniversIty Preee, I96or, 
p . 454·. 
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Turchin had not only e.eoontPl1shed t!tla purpose of olearing 

the ftiay for the Federal withdra.wal, but from what Longs'treet 

sa.ys here, he also Ul\wl1;'tlngl:r relieved some of t he pressure 

on the troops of snodgrass . 

The Army 'of t he Cumberland retreated all the way-to 

the ccmtlnes of' Ohattanooga~ and. Rosecrans even yielded 

LookQut J~ountaln to t he enemy J 1'11 tn the t'esult that Bragg 

was able to put it undelr vlrtaalsleg'9. In the next da.ya 

dissatisfaction arno'ng some of the gene:ralli broke out, Sher1-

dan1 to1oo(\. Davie, Qntl Johnson wanted lr.or$ oapablff leaders 

plaoed over them. their oonftdenoe 1n MoCook and. Orl t tenden 

having been lett on the field of 0l1101te.mauga: . The War De­

partment plaoated them by merging the XXa.nd XXI Corps lnto 

oneoorps, the IV. wh10h Granger was assigned to ool'llIttand. 

For one reaeonor another other changes W~Fe made , and the 

net result Was that t wo oorpe Q;omman,dera , three dlvlsion 

oon:mar.ders, end flaven brigade commanders le-ftthe Awr'lly or 
the Cumberl$-nd while 1~ was sitting in Chattanooga. One of 

these ~U1.6ReynoldS who beoameohlot' .... ot ... s1)att of the 9.l'my 

wh~n Ga.rfield. lett to take a seat 1n Congress .. 214 

'l,lurchln had beoome tho'rougnly disenohanted wl th Rey­

nolds atter wo.teh~ng What, he cposliiel"ed to' be his poor 

nand1.1np; of the P'Qurt h Dl vhl·on en s ep tembe$' nlnet:eetl.th and. 

1 i -

2741{QK.lnney ~ pp . 276"'77 . 
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twentieth. Reynolds wrote his offioial repor1; ot the battle 

several days 'be:t'Qre he received Turchin·s report . Th1s 

report was unt !:dr to 'i'l.u:,eh1n lij brlgads 10. several re.l psc ts J 

and if Tl.trohln read it, 1.t irritated him. ~e\'lSpaper8 often 

prlnt ,ll}d battle reports , an¢ Turchin might hav'e rea.d Reynolds 

In one of thel't'~ or in some 'Other ssurce. Turohin wrote a 

'book on Chickamauga. years after the war and. one of tbe fea ·-

tures of' 1. t ~lllS the thorQugh roasting he gave Reynolds . 

'rhIV book was ev1diintly to be the first of se:£"les by 

1ul"oh.ln to 'be published by th.e Fergus Publishing Company of 

Chicago under the gener al title N?~edaa~tle.$ fo r .~h~ tInton . 

Among the planned books i9sre Missionary !U2!e a11d a study of 

11f'e1n Russi a based on Turohin 's observat i ons . aut these 

plane were null1,f1ed by Turch1n·s t'til1.1ng healtll, and SQ the 

only volume Issued w~ ~ whlen came Qut 1.11 lSSS. 

The book. 1s one of t..~e best studies of the battle ever pub-

11shed. lenn Tueker, whose rtoent study is probably the 

best work on Chiokamauga, made f requent uae of 1.t, and de­

sC1'1bed Turohin as "one of t he best students of method 1n 

t he ,Worthel'n army. "Z75 'l'ut'ch1n' e book doesn· t ha'Ve al1.ythlng 

like the breadth of Tuoker's since hie 8QurQea of informa­

tiQn were les.s extene1ve, and his purpose1n wrtt1ng differed 

11'1 part ' from Tueker i a. In addl'Uonto glvlng e.n aOQount <:if 

- J _ _ -

2?''1'uelter, p. 260. 
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the ba.ttle . t.f.'arohln pointed out mill tary lea.soni f twenty-six 

of t hem, tha t flere drawn trom the oonduot of the battle and 

in some cases it.s mismanagement . In doing so he stepped on 

Q lot of toes, tor ne eecond ... guesesd just a:bout every 1.ead1ng 

gene_l"al exoept ThOMe . Besides, Turoh1n a l wa.ys 'dt'ote trom 8: 

clefin1 te point of vi ew whlchrtarrQwed hls ju.Qgtl');~ntsat tirIles. 

The book. is written in the same pungent style ct Turohin'. 

offlo1a~ reports, and by U.1gg ~lu1"Cb1n had aOQ,ul!"ed greater 

ease 1n the English langr.\age. There a.re, however, tew bad 

s11ps which sugges.t tba.t Turohi n Or tne Fergus proofreader 

m1..~ht have profl t abl,.y spent a few de.yo in t he woodshed 'wi ttl a. 

gr ammal' book. 276 

Among the g~nera.ls 'who felt t he S tillg of tUl"chln t 8 

a.o i d a:r1t101sm were Pa.lme:r~ Hazen p. alld WGod; tn.s latter for 

his conduot i mmediately after he reoel,.ved lithe ordet>" tl'om 

Rosecr ans , but 'l'urohln saved hh baet snots for hi$ division 

commander. Hey-nold·s . Conoerning theaotlons Qf t he nlne­

teenth which put the Second and Thlrd Brigades on oppos ite 

ends ot Palme·}" s d1,,15100,. he wrote t>ne· lO1lg1 condemnaiio.ry 

s&ntence: 

2761'he t wenty-six lessons are on pp. 16? .... g4. One of 
tbe more not1cs&.ble errors in gramms.r 13 to be found on 
p. 26. flli'Chl:n drew an excellent eet ot ma.ps to accQmpany 
the tex.t of his b'ook t but unfortunately the oopy of it tha t 
I used wa.s mlssing hall o.r t hem and the rest were badl y 
Qreasedand tortl. 



Thi .!! act10n of separ a ting nilS own small. division 111 
two p.arts,. and "plaoing' tho.se parts on the oppoe 1 te 
fla,nk Of an~the.r d1'/ls iofi, not even belonging to h i s 
own eorps. rell1Ov1ng themtroUl; hls own oontrol_ and 
leaving them wtthout 8.nyone to direot thelrmove­
tn$!l ts J wh! le he remained 1n the 'rfHAl' and. trylns to 
ol'ganlze somethlnft out 01: nothing, d.,oea no'l:; look 
like aenel',alsh1p . ~77 
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Fl,elJlold t s, he went on, should have :PQ~ 'both or hls brigades 

on P&.l..ner' s ~lght. They would have r..ad better etteot there, 

for there was where the problem WaB . Ooncerning theoharga 

of t he t'lfent1eth Turohin a ttacked Reynolds' 1nsistenoe upon 

oa ll!ng the f Orce that made it " th e divl.s10n,1t when 1t was 

only Turch1n t s brigade t hat made ~he charge. e 'r,urchln 

polnt.ed outl and Thoma.s stated t his in blsrepal;'t, wha.t re­

ma.ined of the Second Br1ga<ie W~.S posted personally b y tbe 

commander of the FOU7teenth Corps atter Turchin's men had 

sta.rted on t heir oharge. 27S 

G r ar Reynoldl3 had only been described ,as ear eless, 

l nacQur ate, and: l nexpel't, but when TUl'oh1n orune to his ttlos t " 

advanoe with one hundred and f1fty of hls ('lurQhln t a) ttlEtn, 

he oritioized Reynolds so sav8,gely t hat t he Fourth DivisiQn 

oommander Oame out looklng like the b1ggest boob that ever 

wore boots. Describing whet had happened whi le the onarge 

was in progress . Turchin wrote, 

' ,f .:. . (!S: . " { ~ j L 

277TUl'ohl0 J o;hlcka.~v.ga~ p. 75. 

'27g]b1A. , pp. 150-51. (J . l\ .• _. XXX , Pt. 1, 254• 



Reynolds, at this time, did riO't know what beoame of 
r urehln and his br1gade. 

Looking nel tl:u~r t o the s ides nor rear, Gen . 
Reynolds passed a clump of timber's, ski r ting 'the 
l ett side of the Ohattanooga [ Latalette ) road, a.nd 
t here saw a. body of r eb.els in front and a lnrge; 
one on flank. It was Forrest. s dlsmou..nted cavalry. 
Reynolds now f ound that he was In a tight pl aoe and 
t hat the ba l ance of the brigade had dlsa.p1l>eared . 
He even imagined tha t t he troops on the r 1dge t TUr­
ch1h' a and Call :MoOOo k ' s 1 wer e no t OUr'S, but r ebel. 279 
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11"~el" a tata anxious m!nl.l't ~s Reynolds sa.wsorn0 ot McCook'iii men 

l aden 'wi tl:. c anteorls ooml nf-C t o find water, and t hen he knew 

that tho~le were friendly t~o(.}ps on the ridge ; he qulckly 

took hi-s fores t here . Turch!o then cQ.mmernted at l engt h on 

Reynol.d..s t expl anat i on t or hi $ unsoheduled. detour whioh is 

quo ted aoo,v e : 2£90 

A maJ 'or-gener!tl declar i ng th~t hEl d l d not know 
that ther e were any other r oads leading f rom our 
position to Rossvl11e , except t he Lafayett e ... snd­
Obattanooga r Qad,. while f ight1ng t wo days 1n a. 
position which Qovered t hoee o~h¢r ro®.qB t o Ros~ ""' 
villa and Chat tanooga, shows oneal t wo -'things.; 
ei ther t ha.the was gros s ly i gnorant of mi l i tary 
matters , Or t ha.t he t/aalnexcusably indifferent t o 
what interest ed not only the maJor-Siener' ~.lB but a1-
e·o every intelligent private in the army, namely ~ 
hoW' our army could rea.eh Ohat'Gallooge; . ~las It pos-
61b1e for our a rmy to retrea t by the main Ohattanoo­
ga road when it was on its flank and 1n poesession 
of the ~ enemy , as f{eynolds himself a t l ast round 
Qutf, 2tl 

Turchln, 1-who wa.$ always sO Qareful and thorough in exam1nlng 

~----~------.. --~~~---.~--------~--~~~~~--~--~~~~~~~ .. --~~~-.--~ .. ~~~ 
2'?90h1e'k~ma.~~, p . 152 . 

281Ib14 . t 152. 
~ 

2I!Orb1d., pp_ 152 ... 5;. 
~ 
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the Bround $r.ound su~routlliing hl$pQsl~lon, was paxotleularlv 

l.noenS'ed by what he ooasldfilred Reynolds· derelic tion 1n, th1s 

matter and by the t act that he (Turchtn) m1ght have los\;, one 

hundr«td and !ltty men 'beoause of it. 'Mot'e Qr" leu t1.nhb~~l 

wi th. RelJloldis' )?apev" he oonoluded., "I~ 1$ a t'illi.larltalile 

:repo .1"\" • 2&2 

fhu.s l.t eM be seen the.t Turohln wasn 't part1oli11arly 

unhapPf when Reyn01ds transt erred~QTh(nJlaa ' statt. 

!$2fb141., p. 153. 
~ 



OMA~Tia VI 

Ml SSIONARY RIIXlE 

BrO'Wll l ,9 Fevr.l - , 

CnIak.ama-Uga. was R08ecrans l last battle wi th ~he Army 

Qr the Oumberland. Stanton had put Grant in supreme conunand 

1n the west. anQ. Gr ant repla.ced RO$ftcrans: wl,th Thomas. The 

reenforoe-mentis ti'tt1ch Rosecrans CQuld have used a month ago 

were nOli on the wa y and some had already arr1 v·ed.. t-!aJor­

Gene:ral Josepn Hooker brQughti t wo hard ... t1gbtlng oorpa -;.l>laJor­

Genera.l Ol iver Otis HOward.·e Xl and MaJor-General Henry 

"larner Sloottm,t s XII--west from the Army of the Oumberland. 

Sh,arman W,8.8 brLnglng 80me of hllSi'Ough.-and-ready boys from 

the Army of tbe Tennessee aeroe s N'orthern Alabama trom ~11sale­

e1pp1. H.ooker's torce wa$ ln·oorporated into the Army of the 

Cumberlatl.d, but ::.thertnan's fOree, .. when it arrived. 1"8.mained 

lndependent . 21) 

'nomas f1r-&t; Job was to ge't 8. aaU,tao1iory supply 

llne runn1ng lnt{) ObattanGog;a. The e~lstlilg o.ne went by ra1l 

from Nashvl11e to Brid.geport and tbenoe by a l"oWld-about 

2a'UOK1;Mey, pp . 26g .. 69. 
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route nortbward and tlna.llyaouthward into Chattanooga.. 

This rQute waS poo~11 lJainta,lned and subject to enemy ·cavalry 

attack,. 'l'besl'tl'1at1Qn was bad. and. t'l-om Ws.sh.J..ngtQn1 t . look.ed 

11ke the Army ot the aumberland might be starved into surren"" 

del'. Thomal wt1sn t ·t; c-ttd.1ie so worrled., With characteristic 

energy he reoond1 tion$d and blproved the rail line to Bridge.., 

port,sQ that it began to 1)oJQrlt smo,o'thly. Then hepl'epared 

to open a sherter rt''Oute from llIridge:pol"t to Chattanooga. Hls 

ohlef engineer, 13r1ga.dler;;oQe.neral ll1 l11am F. 3.Ulltn, genera.lly 

known a8 !l ealdy!! dev1sed a pl an tOr a line vla Brown's Ferry -
and \'le.u,hatohle~ ,3,Iul ThomaS gave orders tlla'll th1s be oarrled 

1ntoetfeot. 2e4 

In the general shake-up whloh followed Chlc~amauga, 

Turch1n wa.s assigned three new regiments) and h1s br1gade 

Wa. transferred to the Th1rd Division of ·th~ Fourteitnth Corps 

commanded by AbaolGlID Bair d. The other d.1vls1on oomma.nd.ers of 

the XIV were R. W. J obnson, the First. and J et. C. Davis, the 

Second; and the corps Was now under the lee.d~r$hlp of John 

Palmer. The dl Vis 1<>n commanders ot Gr anger' 8 lV COWS were 

General Orv.ft. the F1;rst; Sheridan,. the, Seoond; .and Wo<>d. the 

lFhlrd. The .r.etof lihe army oons;lsted ot Howard's and 510-

ol,lm's ·oo.rps. Brarman had become oh1et of artl11e~y and 

Saldy SmUh waS oh1et engineer. 2a5 

' .J 

2g4~b1d • • pp •. 279.....g0 • - 2S!;5 c. 66 6 F1tcb, P.P~ 105- ··· , 19· 
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~tU'chln I $ nerd' dlvlsiQn commander, Balrd. was regular 

army all t .Ite way. He served a stratal). l _n the ad.jut ant ... 

general*s dep4tl"tment at the beglnnl11g of the war, and he 

tended, to be a 11 ttle finloky about details . He wa s irl'i ... 

tatlng his new oorps commander, Palmer, who was not a West 

PoInter 'but bad ri~en to h1$ po.s1 tlon l.argel~ on merl t, and 

Palmer went to Thomas and asked to have him transferred.. 

Thomas answel"ed, tl Well, Genera l , walt until we have a battle,. 

and t hen 1t you want Baird relieved I w111 do it. tl Atter 

the sti.pulated battle had come ~nd gone I).lhoauJa.s a.sked Palttler~ 

H Bow about rellev lng Balrd1/* 

IfNo. 9alrd 1s a fighter. He o.e,,118 the Rebs more 

than b,e eVer did llIe. "2$6 

Be.1rd wa.sa fighter, and 'r\4roh1n wa.. a tighter, and 

they both were well- ·ed1.loa,te,d in their protfJs e1on. As a re­

sult they work.ed well tQgether. 

The threereg1mentEJ whioh were added to th.e 111'8t 

Br1gade(whloh Turchin ' s wu now desl gn4:tted) had been 1n 

Brannan' s CUvlliJ10n and cUd nothing to lower the fighting 

<tua11 t ,y of 'hell" new command. They were t he 8.eventeenth and 

Thlrty .... Flr.t Ohio and the Elghty-~econd Indlana . 1'helr .com'" 

mandel'S w,ere r$speetlvely Oaplla1n f3enJallln H. Showers, 

Lleu.tei"l!;\n t+Colonel trl'edarlok VI , Lister., and Qolonel Moroton 

2g6MOK1nne~, p. 217. 
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c. Hunter. The El abtl-SeQQnd, as stated abOve, as? bad been 

sneor the *toundersit ·of the lIne on Horseshoe Ridge that 

f ateful Septe.mber 20. The Seventeenth had Often wIth Rose­

orans in west VIrgInia as e, three-month regiment, and. then 

a.s a three-year unit had Qomp11ed an excellen, t; oombat record 

which lneluded ~Q~h names ae Mtll 8p:p1ngs and. Stone's ~1"er. 

t Chlokamauga it had been crusheil under Longstreet's aSI1a.u1t, 

and now the hlghest",,:ranklng off10er presen~ tor duty was 

Oapta1n Showers. The Thirty-First had a s1mi1ar re.oord, but 

had. had better luok a.t Chlekamau.ga.. On the mQrnlr.i.g of the 

nlneteenth it had recaptured, five Fed.e.val gtlilS from. the unfor­

tunate ~lal thal1~ Next day 'it fought em $nodgrtaS'S lUlL 

l ... lster- oornmandeC- it at Ohickamauga, tor the oolonel of tbe 

regiment. Moses a. lker J was under arrest. But Walker 

aame trom the rear aiu.\, served 8.S a V'olun teer Gn RrlUlnan t s 

staff until hle s pine and 'baQk were In,jured by an exploding 

hell. H1saCtlon that afternoon earned him a brevet fOr 

gallan tr1- Whatever were the ,reas·ons top WalkerI $ arrest he 

eventually returned to cornman.a the 'thirty.First. and later 

he succeeded Turch1..n in oOllWland of the Flr8t Brlgade. 2ae 

'fheotheJ" brigades in Balrd.s division were Colonel 

1. '. t 

2e? See page 150. 

2SS0 • R.) xxxt, Ft. 1, 131; Pt . 3 , 5I!g -4~t 555; Reid, 
Itt 122-25,' 20'9 .... 10£ Tuoker, pp. 136, 266, 26$, J32. 
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FercUnand Van Dtrvfier' g splendid. Second and Oolonel Edward 

Phelps' Third wich was the weakes t of the three, that 1s to 

say, 1 t was only ,exoel1ent. All t h1ngs Qonaldered, the Third 

1)11'18100 was t he o10sest th1ng to ~ crack di.vision that the 

Army of the Oumb~rland bad. Tile only trouble was that 't;nese 

br1gades, were 'bal'il1f \Ulderstl'engtn. the losses of Oh,1okalUauga 

not haTing been replaced. 1belps had seven regimen.ts but 

only 2,165 men ~ van nerveer h-a:d seven regiments and 2,116 

men. Turchln l1kew"lse h ad Beven regiments with cmly 2, 175 

,en 11'1 tbem. By oo,ntras t hi s ll::lghtla Brlgatie of the l~o~the:rn 

Al abama o-ampalgn of }.$62 Qoutai.ned tour regi ments, b~t it had 

$trength 0,' 3.,42$ men, . $tate ~oVernor8 , instead Of sending 

r eplacements to r eplenish ,existing regiments, Qontinued to 

orga.nlzene'lt ones , because of t he addttlQna.l patronage t he 

commie. lon1ng otoffloere for the new unltsgave them. U' an 

older regiment w~nted to ~e1i re,pl aoements.lt had to .reorult 

1ts own. '1)1' $.xs.mple, t he Eleventh 01'11.0 went i nto vne Battle' 

of Chtckamliuaga sh.ort thr'ee 01't1.0.ere who we~e In Ohl0 trying 

to reoPu.1 t more men for tbe regiment. as, 
Turohin' s brIgade partlo1pa~ed. tn the opening of the 

Brown' ,s ' erry.-oute . At six-thirty in th.e evening of $he 

twenty"alxtb of October ~reh.1n t,o\)k biS men out of 

479. 
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ChattlUlooga and. aoross a pontoon br1dge near the oity and 

marohed them to a pti>!ni in tne w,I)Od$ neal" the re·rl.'Y where h e 

bivouaoked. At three next morning Hazen with part ot h1e 

brigad.e tloated down 'the riVer 1n tifty pontoons and two 

flatboata-. 111e boats 't/ere oommanded bit Timothy fttanley. 290 

Meanwhile 'l'ureh1n" 9 toroe waited; A QQ)":respondent with i.t 

noted, "It was really remarkable how qulet the 3.000 men and 

hundredsot a.nimals. that b1vo1,laoked. hUddled t .ogether ne&r 

the bank were kept tor the next tew houl'$ . ,,291 Stanley l anded 

Ha&enie to TOe just befol!"e dawn, t.hen oam$ oval" and took 

across the rest of his brlg$de l']nlon had. marohed overland 

with t urcohln. Then ';eur·cnln's brigade was ferried a.QI'O$ S 'tihe 

r1.V'er. f ogetber Raz.~m and Turchin establlilhed fA. good beaon .... 

head on the f arther side of the river without too muoh. 

trGuble, an4 a detaohment of engineers Ei$s,1g:ned to ine task 

beg,s.n to build a. ponto.()n br1dge. Th1s they f1.nished at It: 30 

P. M.. the same da.y. Meanwhile Hosler o.1"o"e eastward from 

Bridgeport 'Witb t he Eleventh and part of the 'twelfth Corps 

and op ened t he ro a.d from e r1.lifteport to S:rown's Fe't''1!Y. Hls 

advanoe gua.rd Feaohed the ferry at three 11'1 the afternoon on 

the twentY-f),1ghth. 292 

290", vv...,, ·· 1 '. <II I'lih ~b1'd~, &,<\.Al, Pt. j 77"'00., ,& .... 

291Vl11at'd. tt , 219. 
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'l'heope.n1ng 'Of what t\'as ¢alled "The Orllcker Ll,l'lell 

oheered up the army in Ohattanooga. Supplies eould now come 

in with a Oer ta1n amQunt Of regulul ty. 'fhOllH.U~. wrlU.ng to 

Halleck on the twenty-seventh said that the affair Was a 

"oomplete $UQoess and reflected great ored1t on all QOn ... 

ear-ned. ,,29) It, mGntblater he reGommend~d'i"u:roh1n J Hazen, and 

Stanley tor promot1on~ saying, 11;\11 three of these officers 

are dis t inguished. as tacticians and d1so1Plina.t'ia.ns. I!294 

But Brown t G Ferry was only a preliminary move. .U one of 

Tho mae , aides put it; tilt Wae $.8 fine a th1ng as was ever 

done. Genl Sm1th Ch1 'et Engin$sr punned it, and Genla 

Tuchln (81.0 1 and Haz.en Qommanded the troops. 

80 goOd. ,,295 

"One of the Most Sta,rt11y 
EJ2i so4eso'l m. · war" 

ot8.ti so 

Grant an~ l'homas, thelr supply ppOblelll more or leas 

solved. nowtuz>net'i to oons1.der the more b9.s1e t ask 0'1 

driving Br agg a1lra1 from Cha ttanooga. Bragg helped. out 

lmm.eatJ\u'ably by sending Longs t ree;t' s CQ%'ps eastward to look 

162. 
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bumb11ng 5urnslde 1n Knoxville. (Yes, BUrR&lde was still 1n 

l{noxv'llle ~) G-l"ant, who had arr1ved 1n OhsttanoQgtl Juat 

befora ! X"Ow· s Ferry. and 'thoma.S we%,e stll1 wtd,.tlng for 

Sherman who was way over«ua, labor1ously working his way 

aerOSS Northern Alabama. 'rna plan they a{§reed on had 'been 

dr awn up by Baldy Sm!. t h ~..nd was to be e~eQu ted as eoon as 

Sherma1'l.'s force al"rlved. By its prQ:,,1s1ons Sherl1l8.n wae to 

mak~, the me-in offensive t hrus't a t the r1ght end ot Braggts 

defenslve 11ne on rUss1on~y H1dge ~hlle Hooker assaulted 

Lookout Mountain on the other end. ~1th the XII Oorps, The. 

rest of Thomas ' a.r roy 'Was t o hold. Bragg along his front 

'between the flank attaeks . H()~n~,rd was to have his oorps .1n 

position to support a1 ther $h$1"tnan OJ' Th.o mas J. 8.$ clro\1I!i ... 

stances dicta ted. 19' 
·hen Sherman ' $ 1ir-oops f i nally u .rl ven, Ohat'tanoQge. 

conta ined sol dier$ trom the three IUaJor Un1~n 9.1"mi6& , and 

they dld.n I t g$t along too well. . 'Pha 'men of ~he ANY at 

Tennes see were very 1nformally attlr-&d and looked not at 

all like .aoldlers. while Hookel"t e soldler-s v ere oarefully 

dressed and dJ"1.11ed, (And the cont.ra.s-t In appearanee and 

ttltude led. to considerable ba.d teeling. To t he Potomao. 

t he Tenne$see soldiers were tt t:ramps, · and. Sherman's she.bby­

lOQklng t'ellot:,s returned t he GQ.mpllt'1len~ wi ~hl! dudea lf and 

296:Mc! lnney, liP_ 2S1 .. g2 . 
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Mbrasa-B1&unted soldiers. If, In the middle were tJle men of the 

Arm, of the Cumberland, who were a blend of 'both armies. 

they were less tightly oontt'Qlled and perfeotly clothed than 

Hookar t s men, but Buell and Rosecrans bad seen to it that 

they lI1 er~ thol"oughly t:ra ine,d and made to undel's tand the i m­

p.ort anoe ot dlso1p l1ne. l'he real proQlem of t he Qumbe~land 

wa.s one of morale . I t \ola8 plllnfully obvious· to 'th&m, and the 

soldiers of the '1'ennessee and the Potomae took extra tl'Ouble 

to tell 'them: so ) th~t the f'eenforoementa had been brought in 

to hail t hem out ot their a1tua fil<lln; and they were not at all 

haPP:1 about 1t. Then when th$Y found out. that tbtd.l'S was to 

be Ii seoond.ary role in the coming 'battle , they felt even 

'Norse. 29? 

Operations began when on Nevemoer .2) Thomas sent out 

t h e d1'if1s101'1e 'Of ~\food, Sheridan, Johnson, and Baird to mak e 

a strong lr'eeormaissanoe of aragg t 8 center.. ifhey did better 

t han t hat, capturing the flonfederate adVance lines and. 

driving the Rebels fr'Om the advaneed st.rong pol.ntot lJroh&rd 

Nob. At four a'elaokin the afternoon with l'ureh1» on the 

extreme l~1ght the Union 1'oroe l:>ega,l'l to dig 10 to se(n~re lts, 

gains. I n t'rontof it was Uisslonary Ridge rand the main 

COnfedE!r~ve defenSiVe pee,1tlons. At the foot of the ,i.dge 

'Utls a line of rifle Pits and gun 'e~plaoements. and a.t the 

top was another thoroughly $'ntrenehed and fortU'1ed line, 

297 Ibid. . . pp . 2g2 ... a; . 
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Missiona2"1 R1dge ran in a roughly s.outhwest- l'1orthe$st diree­

tion 1n f;ront of' Obattanooga; a.nd it was gO ing t.o take some 

dOing to d:rlTe the Oonfederates ott of it. One of the rea,­

nons Bra;gg dets.ei'lE3d i.ongstreet was beoa.'use he thQught his 

pos1t1Qn on it 1mpregna,ble. Grant agreed, and that WaS why 

be W1la gOing to attaok tbe flank.s ra.ther than the lSl}!)osslble 

center of the Repel 11ne .• 29$ 

Next de,y Rooker attacked and took the w·esterR $lde ·Of 

Lookout 110untaln ana. moved a short distanoe around the 

eastern slde ~ Phis .move eecl.lro(l the Federal supply linG t.o 

tbe we/Stonce and. tel' all. The same d.ay Sherman. wnos$ 

fOrO$B had t1na.lly ¢omeup ana had 'been moved to a. oonoealed 

camp n01;!'th 'of Ohat.te.nooga., cro8sedthe Tennessee Rlver to 

hie position. On the morning ot the follawlng day, Novembe;r 

25, he a ttackf(d the north end of ~18s1onary Ridge , whil.e 

Hooker moved eOt.l'tbl'1/U"d a long the tr!istern faCe of' Lookout. 

By 81>1,nset HOQker wae w-ell on toward Ros'svilla. But .shermJUl t s 

attack ran into t he craok Oonfederate dl'11'l81on of' General 

Patrick. Cla1burne 1n strong defensive works, and throughout 

the day Cla,lburne'a roen had all the best of the encounter. 

By three 1n the aft-eTttoon $hE!rlt.art ha.d cOIllm1tteda.ll hl$ 

reserves and Was st1ll hung up ~·1tb Cla,lburne . Grant' e ma1n 

29$tbld. i PP. aa;-S6, 2gg..g9; Q.. R., XXXI,. Pt . 2 ~ 
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thrust bad olearlyfl'l11ed. 299 

Grant's headquarte,rs thia day was on Orchard Nob i and 

besides him Thomas, Granger. and Wood and their starts were 

w1th him waiting for news from $he:oman. Also present was 

ltontgomery l<te1g;s, U. 5. Quartermaat$·~....a.eneral. A.a the news 

began to Qome ill; all Of 1 t . bFP.Q., tension ,S,tarted to bu:1111 up 

on Or chard Nob. Everyone 'beoame cranky and irritable, ezoept 

per haps Thomas . In tiM aftertlG<m as 1t bees.me clear that 

Sherl1l8.n had madt'! no headway., a sour ()lou.d $e~tled over the 

people ·on Or-Qnard Nob. Granger be~ame so nervous that he 

r~n over t o a netu!'by 4lrt·111e;ry piece and bel.ped its c;re~1 

tire it . G)"ant w'as tq.>parentl.y paralJzed 'by the ta:l1ure Q:f 

hla plan. The only move open to hlm, u.nles's he pulled She,t'­

man backaoro8S t be rl'Vel', was 'to send Thomas' troops forward 

against Wlss1anary Ridge t,o relieve some of the pre.ssure on 

the la'ft . Bu.t for some reason h .e hes1t,a'ted to 40 tb!s. an,d 

it wasott untll, prOdded bY' bis ch1ef ... of"sta t'f , he s a id 

sharply to Thomas, ll G·enera l Thomas , order Grange¥' to turn 

that battery oval' to ). ts proper comma.nd~:r and tak e oomma-nd 

ot his own oorps . U Then .... - " And now ()rdar yQur tl"OOpS to 

dvanoe and take the enemy I s flrst 11ne ot rifle pl:te •• ;00 

Thomas w8.ved Granger OVer' and talked with h'-lD:Drief11, GiJ'·ant 

listen1ng; then G-1"anger walked over to Wood aniiorder$d him 

299)ICK1nney, pp. 21$9 ... 92. JOO1b1d• ,p. 291+. 
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to send hl$ diVis10n forward to take the line ot rU'le p ita 

at t he bottom of the :ridge. a l m11ar orders Wex-e sent 'to 
, . ~ .' 301 herldall.., \1ohnson. and Ds1rd • . 

In the lal.k1ng ot Orchar¢ t~ob Turobin was onoe aga1n 

at the extreme rlght end G.f A Federal 11ne~ Aga,1n he moved 

hie 'brigade to the left flank. bu.t thie time 1n more happy 

0ircumstances. At eleven 1n the mOrning ot the t wenty.flfth 

Ba.lrd Was ordered to march his division around to t he left 

to aes,let t he ha.rd- press,ed Sherma.n. He moved. bis eo~nd 

northward, then along the 1'1ver until he rea.ohed the rear of 

Sllerman's position. At Just t hat ;lme a. messenger a,rrlYed 

with orders for Baird to turn to the right and move tealoas 

up on t he lett of the 11,ne f aCing M1$s1Qnary lU.dge. 302 

Ba1rd sa.id, tlOwlng to the difficult cnaraoter Qf the .gr ound, 

interseoted by streams, nU:I.r$hea. aI'l.d thlc~et8, it was .some 

time 'before I could l'each t heepot and get the dlv1s10n into 

poslt1on . lI JO~ l3alrd'$ ttlght a.S h~ t~eed t he rlC1ge, TurChint ;! 

brigade, .now' touo.hed General Srun Beatty I a( no t to be oontused 

witb John Beatty) lett brigade of WQod's dIVision, a. short 

distance nQrth of Oro hard Nob. r~ext tQ Turohin on the lett 

waS Van ])8M'ee1', and on the other s1de of Van DeM'eeJ" was 

Phelps . 304 

JOI Ib1d • . ~ - o. R., XXXI , Jilt . E,. 257. 
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Somewhat later an aide of Thomas brought verbal orders 

to Ba1rd to move fonrard to the edge ot the woods borderl,ng 

the open field that ran to the ba se of the ridge . As Baird 

desor1bed it i n his report" 

he [ the statf o,t'f10ar) added, this wg.s in tended as 
preparatory to a general assault ,on t he motmt aln, 
and that it doubtless waS designed by the major ... 
general commanding that ! should take part 1n this 
movement; so that I would be fello~lng his \'i'1shes 
were I to push on to the summlt .30, 

R. W. Johnson also thoU[.1;ht tha t the ridge lias the obJ active. 

but Wood and Sheridan understood that the ordal's were t o 

hal t at the rifle pit s a t t he foat of the ridge. 306 \<[000.. 

who had been on Orcha:rd Nii:ib wl th Grant and 1'.homas, wrote nis 

i nterpretation in his r eport: 

To lea.sen t he opposition GaneralSnerman 'ir1a,S enco'un­
taring. 1 ~ was determined tna:t 11 movement shoUld 'be 
made against the rebel center. I was ordered to 
advance and carry t he enemyts intrenchments at the 
base of Mlssion Ri dge , and hold them.'O? 

Grant it 1s clear stlll considered Sherlllan's the main attack. 

Thomas' mOve waS intended. to foroe Brags: to draw troops fr-om 

his right in tront Qf Sherman. Gr ant thought the crest of 

the ridge impregnable, and reenforcements whloh Gr ant hoped 

Sr agg would Dring from h i s right would make it doubly 50 . 

This made what now happened all the MQre incredibl e .. 

A tew minutes aft er tbr@e oielook s i x guns on Orohard 

Nob boomed ln r api d $uooe,ssiQn: th.e signal for Thomas' men 

30~5ybld. - 306Ibld. t 199·S9 
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to move out. From r1ght to lett Johnson, Sheridan, and Wood 

advanoed across the t1eld. Baird ha.d given his attaok orders 

to Phelps on the lett and was 1n the prooess ot d01ng the 

same to Van Derveer when he heard the guns of erohard Nob. 

He galloped over to Turch1n' s poal t10n and saw WoOd' s men 

running forward. Quiokly he told Turohin to push forward 

and t ake t he rl:fle\~ pi tSt II then ' conforming b1s movements to 

those of t he troops on his r1ght, to endeavor to ga1n the 

summltot the mounta1n a long w1th them. 113 OS The l ast of 

Thoma.s· a ttack brigades thus ~ot underway. 

s he rode along hl$ llne to order his troops forward 

Turohln not1ced 't bat some ot Sheridan' 8 men were already 

o11mb1ng t he ridge. The brigade as it began to advance Was 

tormed 1n two 11nee, t he f 1rst oons1sting of, from right to 

lett, the Eleventh, Thlrty-Slxth, and N1nety-Seoond Ohl0. 

The 11ne was actually f 1ve Qolumns olose together but cover­

lng a tront wide enough to baokup the ilrst: the Seventeenth 

Ohl0 was on the right 1n tTIIO columna, tha Th1rty-F1rst was 1n 

the oen tar alsO ln two columns-. and on the left were tl:1e 

E1ghty-Second Ind1ana and E1ghty-rUnth Ohl0, two short reg1-

ments tormed in one Column. Turchin' 8 men had about one and 

a quarter m1les to cover, mos't of it open ground. Before he 

moved ou.t 1nto the olear1ng, t.l'urch1n balted and surveyed the 

30SSalrd, ~ •• 50S. 
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situation ahead. Oo.nfeder ate batter1ee to. the lett and right 

on the orest of t he ridge were trained on the ground he had 

to cover, as 1>/eJS>e a large number' of rifles at the be.$e 9.nd 

on the crest ot the ridge. 309 Seeing Sam Beatt.y' B brigade on 

hlsright and Van Derveer l s on the left oa.pture and Jump 1o'to. 

the rifle p1ts at the base ot the ridge, l'arch1n mad.e $. 

cruoial deoision 1 'I I decided t.o. oross the clear1ng at the 

double_QU10k. ij310 AS much as anything this decision was 

prompted QY the competlt;l've sp irt t that pervaded the troops 

which had fought at Ohickamauga. It seemed to t hem that they 

had a sta1n to. erase from their history . The last thing 

Turchin wanted ~1as to have his brigade be the le;st one up 

the ridge. Besides. with the deadly fire sweep1ng the gro.und, 

quiok movement was thesafset . 

r~ow Turohin's brigade, a late starter, entered the 

race f-or the ridge . With a oheer the men ran out across the 

field, and no,\! the Fie.'bel$ on top an¢ P(.lttQlnopened fire. p, 

few men fell, but t he rest rushed on, shouting no longer tOr 

every brea.th W8.$ needed to keep !.tV the pace. Turchin \<1&S at 

the head of his men tOday--.U· eVer his l ,n.splratlona.l presenoe 

WaB needed i t wae now. They reaohed t he Rebal works at the 

fo.ot. of tbe ridge , iil,od loo1d,ng around Turchin saw thataome 

3090 • 11. ) Xi\.1CI . Pt . 2. 512, 51? 
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of the men, as spent as last year ' s bonus, were duok.1ng down 

lnto the rU'le pits tOr-egain t he1r breath. 

Knowing t hat men dropping down under tire are very 
s low to get up, and start again, I urged. my reg1 ..... 
mente on, and they again rushed forwar d and oommenoed 
to cllmb the hill, some ot tbe flank reg iments run­
ning over t he heads of General Beatty ' s and Oolonel 
VanDerveer ' s men ly1ng 1n t he rifle pits on my 
r1ght and left . 311 

>On Orohard Nob t he bra.ss anxiously watohed the 

progress of Thomas ' men. Grant looked harder as Sheridan ' s 

and Turch1n ' s men began to scale the ridge. Fuming, he 

turned to Thomas and. demanded snal"ply, II Thoma.s , who ordered 

those men up t he rldge?1l 

Thomas quietly answered. itI don ' t know. 1f 

*' Dld you order them uP. Grangel''i !1 Grant now asked . 

IlNo« .. - but lI vThen those fellows ge t started all hell 

oan't s top them. \I 

This was no sa.tisfaction at all, and Grant said some-

thing to the et.f ect that someone would suffer if the attaok 

fal1ed . 3l2 

Baok 0 .0 'I'homa,s ' left Balrd \jQS suffering . He noted 

\'li t h satisfa.otion that Turohin was well on hls way up the 

ridge , but glanoing 110 the .rlgbt he saw that Wood' s troops 

had halted at t he rifle p1ts, leav1ng Turchin unsupport ed 

on t he right. Baird's two l ett brigades had. also halted 

J 11ro1d,. - J12MoKinne,y ,. p . 296~ 
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and thus Turchin 'Ii9.S unsupported on both his fla.nks. Baird 

wrote, 1/ 1 was in t he ac t of starting forward my other' t wo 

brigades for this purpose [tQsupport 'rurehl.n 1 when I 

reee1vedorders not 1)0 perml -t my men to go f arther, a nd not 

to permit them tn be-ooms engagedoll3l3 lIorrible poSsibilities 

mus t have fl ashed through Baird' s m.lnd ...... Turchln 1.sclated and 

rolled down the hi l l in a bloody repul s e, a Q.ourt of inquiry 

• • • fl.l was a t t h i s [o raer] muoh perplexed as t o h Otl 1 

shOUld t11thdraw General Turc hin. It t\l'~S only. hOl-lever , " h e 

noted with Jrel1ef, jjmomentary, as . an.otherordsr Came in less 

than three minutes fox' t h e vlnele f1ne ·to ohar ge to the t .op . 11 ;14-

Tu!'Qbin t s men stor med the crest of the ridge and took 

1t. followed by ot her brigades on the lett and rl~ht . Then 

f ol l owed soenes whieh weJ's r epeated. all along t he l.ine .. The 

Fed.er a ls $pread out a long t he rIdge driving the Rebels , to 

wild f11ght. In a. few pl aces the Oonfederates stood and 

fought, and bloody hand-to-hand oonfl1ct;s ensued. But mO$tly 

t hey ran , abandoning many oanrl0n. or sl.U'l'andet'ed. By dusk 

t he overwhelming tlde of the Federal E> ... ss,au1 t had swep·; the 

enemy of f t he ridge entirely. Covered by Cla1burn~ 'a stout 

men ~ Br agg retired his shattel"ed B,r my southwar d out Qf . 

fUrther ham' s wa::;. ; 15 

;130. Q . VV'V I ~t ~ c::n9 314't '"'1·~d~ .. . n. , ·1\.4l)., " 1; ' . G, JI¥ ~. 

315Ibld~, 513, 515. 51'7 t 51~ -23. 526. 
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As darkness f ,ell 'l'urch1n counted his oa~ualt1e$, 

which weJ'e amaz.ln$ly 1.l ght . The highest number suffered by 

any of his regiments WaS ftfty"'"e1ght by the Ninety ... $eoond 

Oh10 . Hls total los s for the day 's ac tion was t wo h~ndred 

and eighty-four . He alsO had some trophies tooQunt ; seven 

eneln;r cannon and tvJ'oflagEi . In their haste to press on, his 

men ha.d left many o.f the guns to be possessed by other 

Fede~al troops who came up $,fter t hem. He e::tpla.ined, 

The fa-at was t hat, reaohing the top of the h1ll, 
we had mOre seriouawork to perform t han to count 
and guard Cannon.. The enemy was in strong fo rce on 
our left , and, until the Second and Third. Brigades 
climbed thehl11s assigned to them, all our ener­
gles were directed. to fightlng the enemy" and. not 
to grouping and

6
disPl a Ying eystematioally the Cap­

tured cannon. 31 .. 

The residue of oompet itIve feeling wbi.ch had. contributed so 

much to the sucoess of the assault on t he hill now led ma.ny 

regiments tOQla1m o'r~dl t fo.l' oapturing more guns than was 

physloa.lly pose1ble. 

On Orohard N0b observers wer e thrilled by the great 

charge . What had stavtea. as a limited. attack to get Sherman 

otf the hook had. before t heir eyes turned1.nt.o an overw'tlelm.­

lng viQtory without any possible parallel. Aocording toone 

observer Grant hurried trom Orohard }lob to See that Turchin 

'WaS secure from an att aok on his left. Old Melg~ W8,$ wi til 

him tryi ng to prepare fl'1.otj.on pr 1mersfor some· of the 

-.--= 

316Ibid' J 514. -
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captured guns. ilbut got so eJltclted over the great vlotOry 

gain.sd tha t he gave t h e task up in despaiJ' .0 31 7 A newspaper 

reporter was on Orchard Nob during the day and wben he oame 

to describe the inoredible UplfIaf'd as saul t ho rea lly let b,im­

self gQ. !l And now. 1I he .t-n"o te.1tyou have before you. one of 

the mos t startling ep isodes of the WQJ'j 1 cannot re-nder. 'ill 

1n words; dieti:Gnaries are such begga.rly things . But . 

but he d1d some-bow manage to marshal some words into a 

desoription of t he assault .}lg 

The lea.ders of the ,Qssault were of Qourse roundl y 

praised from all sides . But Turohin 11lmaelf pai d tribute 

11 ___ 

• 

to hls men. and by i mpliOatlon all the A1ller1oa1'l boys who had 

s erved under bim, in his o.1"f101al report . "The gallantry of 

t be offioers and men of my brigade," he wrot.e , t'durln,g t he 

assau1 ton MissiOn. Ridge , cannot be surpassed,. 'they showed 

a nerve and 'bravery that oan dare any danger. ,,319 And then 

he oont~nued, 

It i 8 a pi ty that the genera1- ln..-ohief of tbe army 
has no r1ght to promote oftl.oers and men fop bravery 
on t he battle-field. Lieutenant -Colonels Put nam, 
1>evol" St!'aet . and Liste.r should be made 0010ne1s 
.1"'or t heir gallantrY. ~!e.ny others " off1c ers,. sal'''' 

ct-

31'lShanks. p .. 119 . 

J l $Stlsatlne Col ton \il1.son, Co;luJOO. South: W1.th the 
r if'tee-nth Penns.y;lvania. Oavalry • • . ed. '3 . M' errel1 Oolton 
& Aritoll'lette n. - Smith (ll"lags t a t r , Ar i zona : J . F. Oolton & 
Co., 1960} t p . 126 . 

3190. n. ; XXXI , Pt . 2, 514. 



geant s [Sl:e], and privates should be promoted. The 
men, those who may be oal led the l eader s In every 
tight, have nothing t o show thti.t they are better 
than ot her s--no national medal, no wrea th, no badge , 
nothI ng a t a11 . 320 ' 

lSS 

Years later when such a medal was es t ablished, three of Tur ­

chin ' s men received it for thei r conduotat Mlss10nary 

Ridge: er geant James B. Bell, Company H, Eleventh Oblo; 

Corporal George Green, Company H. Eleventh Ohio; and Prlva'te 

James c. \~alker, Company K, Thirty- First Ohi,.. , 

was the Congreasional Medal o,f Honor. 321 

, 20 Ibld. , 516. 
~ 

he award 

321Fairfax Downey , e t o,r ltling oitha Qateway: Ghatta­
nooga, 18.6} (New York : DavIa RoKs y ·Oo ~ I 1966 ), pp. 229- 31. 
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GEORGIA AND OUT 

Turch1n partic1pated 1n Grant ' nO. later Snerman's 

oampai gn for 'POssession of Atlanta until illness forced him 

to r esign from the army. 'rha Georgia heat beat hilll 1n the 

summer of 1864. On J uly 15 he had to take leave of 

absence beoause 8.S his brigade surgeon desoribed it, "he 1 

part ioularly susoeptibl e to solar infl uenoes , pr oduoing 

violent paln. in t he head, approaohing ooup de sole11 r sun­

strOke], and ..• said tendenoy is much heightened by his 

con1l1nuance 1n this eluate . 1I322 \1hen his health d..td not 

i mprove , he resigned on October 15. Turchin was born 1n the 

hot fl a.tlands of the Ukraine and 1t is probable tha t i t was 

t here as a ohild that he pioked up th.1s weakness to t he sun 

h ioh now drove hi m from the servi oe . Af ter the war 1't 

prevented him f r om leading the kind of act1ve life that he 

would have wished to , and eventua lly it effected hia mind 

and led to his death. It \'las a sad ending to a career wh!oh 

seemed to be Just plcking up speed. 

322" fL'urch1n ' 8 Mll1 t ary History," p . 4. 
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It 1& hardly neoessaryto sum up Turohin ' s Civ i l War 

career i n detail. By his kindness. h1s unquenchable spir1t, 

his general concern for the1r welfare, he gained their a.ffao ­

tion. And , except in his .soJourn with the oa\fall"y, his 

expert ndllng of' them on the march and in t field earned 

t heir respec t . Absalom Baird summed hi m up very '\1611 when 

he left the division in July of la64 : 

Brig. Gen. J . 8. Turchin> one of the moat thoroughly 
edUcated and soientific soldiers in t he oountr y. and 

mor e devoted patriot than most ot: those born on ou.r 
SOil, commanded t he First Br i gade with distinguished. 
,b111ty dur ing the first half of the campe.l gn .. 323 

And speaking for a later generation Glenn Tucker t.tX'ote, 

The Federal General Turchin, as has been pointed. 
out) "'as a oompetent 01'1 t10 e.s well as a oapa.ble 
soldier. Perhaps of all the heroi oand omnipresent 
brigades of the Federe.l army, his v1 ed with VanDer­
veer ' s and Wi lder's amongthoee out standing •..• 
Turchin of all the Federal brigade offioer s seemed 
t o keep about

4
the olose-st cheok on the progress of 

the battle. 3-2 

Tucker "las speaking of Turchin a t Ch1okamauga , but h is 

description fits for Tut'chin generally . Personally he did 

not have qui t e the suocess to t,.vhl0h his t alents entItled 

h1m, but his oountry-oerta.i nly benefited from h1a servioe on 

its behalf . o him this Was perhaps reward enough. 

, 230. R. , XXXVIII, Pt . 1, 755. 
24Tuaker, pp. 337 -3S. 
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