DR. ELLIOTSON ON A CASE OF BRONCHITIS, &c.

psition to nllow the evacuation of any fur-
ther accumulation of fluid.

During the essuing night, sbout four
ounces of fluid like the former came awasy,
and three days softerwards the exteraal
wound was perfectly healed. The effect of

“the operation immediately alter drawing off
the water was very doubtful ; the extremi-
iies continued very cold, and the surfuce of
the body was covered with a cold watery
exhalation., 1'he lips were livid, the eyes
sunlren, respiration and pulse scarcely per-
ceptible, The following mixture was or-
dered :—0ne ounce of Frereh randy, and
two of gruel; a table-spoonful of the mix-
hure 0 be given immedialely, rmfl a tea-
spoonful to be repeuted every ten minules,——
the extremities being wrapped in warm
flannel. .

Vitality now gradually incrensed, and,
after forty-eight hours, slight faver eame on,
with inflammation of the conjunctivee. L'hree
grains of culomel, with six of rhubarb, were
given, which produced three or four eva-
cuntions. A ssline mixture followed, and
wis continued for geveral days. The fobrile
symptoms subsided, the child took its food
well, urine and stools were regular and na-
tural, respiration free, sleap sound, and to
all appearance the child was perxfectly reco-
vered from the eflects of the operation, and
its general state of health much improved.
At the expiration of ten days, a second ac-
¢umulation of wuter was dizcovered, which,
by shaling the child's hend, was distinctly
audible, and, from the sound, I supposed the
ventricles were not ruch diminished, thia
Jatter circumstance, no doubt, arising from
the cranial hones being for the most part
united. Three weeks afterwards, symptoms
of nervous debility came on, rapidly in-

i creased, and the infant expired at the end
of three deys, without any appearance of
Pﬁlﬂ.

.On opening the head, the extarnal mem-
branes were found to be perfectly uaited,
25 ‘was also the perforation throughk the
brain ; but the perforation of the membrane
lining the ventricle was distinot, slightly
dilnted, and free from any appearance of
disesse. About threa or four ounces of
- trangparent fluid were found in the cavity,
but the brain was of a healthy appearance.

This case, in my opinion, satisfuctorily
proves, that by the operation of tapping, in
cases of hydrocephalus, when done soon
after the fluid has hegun to accumulate, and
before the constitutional powers have suf-
fered too much from that csuse, the lives
of many children may be saved. And had
- the present case heen treated six or eight
monthy earlier, I have littlie doubt bur it
would have been attended with success; for
~when this diseaze is fully developed, we
have not on record a Bingle instance in which
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the child has recovered by medicinal treat.
ment plone § indeed I believe medicine to
be of no use, till the pressure is removed
from the brain. Mr. Callaway, I have
heusrd, is the gentleman who first ventured
on performing the operstion, and I regret
much that a man of his talent should have
discontinued a practice which, in all proba-
bility by this time, would in his hands have
been attended with the most beneficial re-
sults. Dr. Armstrong, I believe, performed
the operation in several cases, but I fear
that delsy on the part of the parents, in giva
ing consent to permitthe operation, has bsen
the chief cause of failure. 'I'he trocar used
by mein the case above describad, was the -
commmon one, butin future I shall use ooe
whieh T have contrived, the etiletio of whicly
is spear-pointed, the canula of an elliptic
form, three inches and & half inlength, a
saction of the calibre, perpendicular to
its axis, baeing somewhat larger in nrea than
that of the common hydrocele trocar, I
see no necessity for so 2mall an instrument
as that schich some surgeons recommend,
since that part of the brain which I perfo-
ruted sustoins noinjury from the instrument.
Moreover, I counsider this part of the brain
to be the safest, in consequence of the in-
strument’s passing snterior to the great
meningenl vessels.

Thavies Inn, Jan. 27, 1831,
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VARIOUS CABES, — MERCURYAL IMESEASE —
IMPETIGO-——CHRONIC BRONCIITIS, G

OnEe of the cases which wera presented
last week, Gentlemen, was of so much more
importance than any of the rest, on account
of its rarity, that I intend to devote the
clief part of the lecture this morning 1o it, .
and will speak in a more cursory manper
of the others. The case I alludé to was that
of scurvy, which I showed you in the thea-
tre when we Iast met. . - . :

Respecting theother cases, I would briefly
mention that they were seven in nunber;
three of them cuses of rheumstism j two of
thiat peculiar state of the system which is
seen after syphilis and mercury, and which
some persons call o mercurial disease and
others a pseudo-syphilitic stateé,~—one that is
not very well understood, and the ireatment
of which is by no means satiefactory, though
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many place grest confidvnce in the treat-itaste it; and that the other head b t e
nment of it by sarsaparilla, The case’of éim- | ed among the whole crew of Lh‘aanid“’*_d.-_
petigo of the haods, to which I directed your{ wus a very little pigs 8o th tll‘tgeg, and
attention in endeavouring to draw the diag.: but a moathful or twe, 'ﬂ-"&JITJ'.th'a‘&haacp"'}‘w'f'[i
nosis between it and pustular itch, did woell | tion e had eaten nothing but gl e yoep:
I suid the treatment was to by antiphlogis- | salt-park on board for sevéua;;n lbba?f; And
tic, nnd that she would be curvd ; the wo-{se thut you mipght slmost aay hee?l-dwg"kﬁ 1
man was eured by bleeding and purging, Tow ! tresh neat at all, They };md t;‘" ]h_ad_ "
diet, red the spplication of cold water und -t._juicv un bourd nor citric neid, nor a{: St
oxyde of zine ; she went out with her bands | cine of any kind, nor a doctor H;;y medi.
perfectly well. I believe if 1 had nut bled | atews you saw Yaat M onday; lh.ere p Uppear-
her, no local applicatiun would have been of fehiwe va difforent purs of the hodem pete-
auy use, Thers was the cass too of 1emit-; cularly ontha legs; spots and apei‘lr:’s?w'!--
tent fever, in which I gave the salicine, aud { merablo, of o very purple and din "-m.”{_‘i“_
which was speedily cured ; and oua of bron- | down the thighs and legs. Yon ol?s&;a-m'
chitis nlso cured, But auother cuse of brouw- ! that ou the iwner and lower part 6t‘rtf'
chitis proved futal; it waschronie, Nothing . thighs there were larye ecehymoses, lar e
ig more unpleasant to treat than chronic | bluek sad blue putehes, as though I;a -{FE.
brouchitis. ~ When you consider the vast: bien aeverely briised.  You observed 'Iiklk '
extent of mucons memhrane that must he} wine, that there was aonsiderable har,dnea"
atfocted whon every tube is disensed, and ! there 5 the dhigha felt thers us haed o s:
in thia man, I believe, there was not u sin-} bourd.  1lis pams were alittle affeoted aot
glo tube not disvased : and whes you recol- | terinlly. “Uhe foet, I believe Wﬂﬁ'.ﬂmt-
loct what n small portion of mucous wem- § o was aleoady much better ivhe;-; lie :,'a'me
brane lines the urethrs, and yethow dithieult pin the Lospital,  fle guid lis gums had
itis to cure gleet or old gonorrhera iu the ! beest very had ;) that his mouth sod hrealis
mile or leucorrhaa in the female, — yau moy § sl beoen very olfensive 5 and that his gims
ensily imagine the resistanes oflvored to o1 haat been mo sevarely affected that he mugt
cure when the whole brouchiv are diseased, P have lost altogether about a pint of bloog
particularly when you also reflect, that that: from them,  He fele exceedingly wenlk ; i
surfece is continunlly exposmd to irritativa ! xpicits were veory much depressed, aid tire
from the admission of cold nir, or aie!stitess sl pam of the thighs made him |
of variable tewperature. It is Lardly pos. ime,  \When he came hors he had Knd fresh
sible, unless vou could change the climate jmrat fur o week @ o hod been so near shors,
or procure o perpetunl summer here, to do{ fora sveek, i.e. attor his arrival in thé Downs, .
2 great deol of good in many of those cuses. | that he had had an allowanee of fresh meat-
That every port of the tubes wus astiveted, and bad fmproved cunsiderubly, The daj
1 concluded from having heard a sonerous i on which be was admitted, it wns_n'eéeﬁg;ﬁry'
ruttlo at every spot on applying the ste- | for hio (for the purpose of making dome
thoseope., At last the  emse resembled fsrzungements) to go out again, and he had
phthists, and no one could have saul, exo . to walk soma distance. Through the. axer-.
cept by the use of the cur, that it was not w ton the inside of bis thighs hecama yery
cnse of phthisis, He was spitting up o great ) much more ecchymosed aod hordened thag
deal of pus, and was greatly caaciated 3 the - before 3 they were dreuadfully hard; in fuer
ends of the fingers were not ealarged, but i the instdey of hus thighs were little more than
otherwise every symptom of phibisis npeione great wmass of ecchymosis and perfectly:
penred. When I exumined him thers way ug | unyivlding substancoe 5 the stiffness had be-
protoriloquisiu, nur cavernous respiration, ! come so great that he walked very Jumely,
nor gurpling rattle, A cuse of erysipelag of | bultng unable to extend his left koee. .
the hiend also proved futal, Thoe puticnt Lad Symptoms. —he  usual symploms of
not come to the bospital till the eighth duy | scurvy, as you will find them stated in books,
of the disense, ure petechinyg vibices, and eccliymoses; pe-.
1 proceed, howaover, to tho case of toehiu being, us you know, the most minute, .
BLA SUNRVY, the vibices lurger, snd the ecohiymosss being
Robert Haines, aged 25, was sdmitted on ; the aize of bruiges,  You will find likewiss .
the 15th of Januery, wilth scarvy,  1lie said ] mentionpd, that the thighs pa!‘tiﬂl_lfﬂ.'l.?-”?
he had been it awomb 5 that he bad that | very bard.  Where the caseis 5??9_‘3!-.'53"-’9
morning landed, ofter having been seven- i8 always induration of the thighs [The.
teen weeks on his possago in the Laviaia of . #urfucs of the whole body, tog, 1811 38VE®
landon, from Buenos Ayres hither; that cuses swollen, and the persoll Flw%.t.ll“'
Le had had salt-beolnnd salt-pork all the pus- | looks  very unhealthy—Dbloated, . 1F you
sage, togethur with bread; that two pigs  examine the gums, you find t}lﬁl}_l-f".. b,a.'
bhad been killed on the passage, one only #spougy, uod the teath fall out. This maws
so recently as Christmas-day, wheu he had teeth wers loose, go that );'ou_oou_ld_,mﬂ!al
been ili some lime, and was not able to! some of Lhem about he suid they had.all:

!
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peen quite loose before he obtained fresh
‘meat. The gums Sometimes are excesdingly
swollen, and of quite a fungous appearance.
I recollect distinetly, when = pupil, seeing
s man with scurvy that had been to ome
medical man, and had taken out several
teath for him, He had been also to a very
eminent surgeon, who had pronounced it a
case of cancer—a case of fungous hrematodeas
of the gums. Now all these blunders arose
from a case of scurvy being so exceedingly
rare-—sgo rare, that many even in the navy
bave never seen a case. It is necessary,
therefore, that I should on the present oc-
casion particulatly draw your attention to it,
for ihough some of you may never mest with
a case of the kind, yet othersmay meet with
one, and if you had never seen Such a case,
you might treat it as the case 1 have men-
tionad was. ireated, and pull out the tooth;
or you miglit despair of curing it—consider
it a hopeless case, and let the patient die;
whareas by recognising the disease, you wili
bealle to cure it with the greatest ease. It
is on this secount that I consider the pre-
sent casd the most important of the set.
‘I'nere #are also mentioned in books, de-
pression of spirits, genersl weakness of the
body, and absolute fainting. There is such
debility, thut persons canuot get out of bed,
and the leadt eflort will make them faint,
aud-the puise, under such circumstances, is
feeble. This man wus low-spirited, weak, and
faint, 2a0d his pulse fecble, and the surface
of his body cold. It frequently happens,
too, that there nre ulcers upon the surlace
of the body, and these discharge u thin, fetid,
bloody fluid., The discharge {rom them is
as fotid as the breath and the discharge
from . the gums, and, at last, What was a
bloody fiuid, becomes, both in theuleers and
in the guma, 1eal blood—coagulated blood,
whichh is separated with cousiderable dif-
ficulty, and after you have removed it, you
find the parts below, dark, soft, and spongy ;
for the &solids of the body, as well as the
fluids, become affected, and 'if you remove
this coagulum of blood, it is instantly re-
newed, and at length s fungus sproats out,
und will spting.up s fast a8 you cut it away,
just like a case of fungus of the brain after
unt ipjury to the head, where the bone has
béen fractured and # fungus arises, and is
reproduced ns fast ds it is removed. This is
called, in the case of scurvy, by sailors, &ul-
lock’s liver, from its resemblance, I sup-
pase, to that organ ; and many of thoge fuu-
guses noqiire a monstrons size. 1If you re-
press them by preasure, a gaigrenous tend-
vncy is obseived, the less wil] swell, grow
spotted and painful, and mischief is pro-
duced, You know, too, that in thé case of
fungus from the head, if it is compressed
carelessly, and. witliout precaution, coma-
tose symptoms will come on, and death,

'his ships’ companiés twice,
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perhaps, result. So it is in sourvy,—if you -
compress the fungus, you give o tendency
to gangrene; you produce swaelling of the
extremity, which will also grow much
more spotied than before, Any part of a
person labouring under. scurvy, 'may,' ir
bruised ever so slightly, become tulcerated,
and when an ulcer is prodiuced, it assumes
the characters which I have already de-
scribed to you, Old wounds in this dis-
eass will bresk out afresh, showing thit
those parts of the body which have leen
ence injured and repaired, are still wenker
than other parts. Not only so, but the cullus
of bonas that have bheen broken will goften
down, and the solution of continuity agsin
occur. A very extrgordinary symptom
sometimes takes place in this affeciion,
which one would not be prepared to expect,
dnd that is nyctslopia. It has beed spoken.
of, fur exwmple, by Mr. Bamfield, who
practised abroad, and by Sir Gilbert Blane.
Cause.— Respecting ~ the caises of this
disease, the case bifore ve as folly illustrates
the cause asthe symptoms of the affection.
It ia always, | believs, a want of fresh ani-.
mal and fregh vegetable food; couséquently
it was formerly very common st sea, whera
there were not fresh, but salt provisions, and
bad minagement. So great was the havos
by this disease in former times, that Lord
Anson in 1741 lost one half of Lis crew in
six months: 961 sailed with him, and of the
961, 335 only were alive atthe end of the
yeur ; at the end of the second year, of thie
Y61, 71 only were fit for the least duty,—
not for any, but for the least duty., For--
merly deaths were so common, as to amount -
to eight or ten every day in a modersie
ship’s company ; and bodies sown up in
hammocks, Iay washed sbout upon the deck
for want of strength and spiriis on the part .
of the miserable remaining sufferers, to casgt
their old shipmates overboard. Formerly,
too, it was common in ‘Londoa, so that in
the seveuteenth century from 50 to 90 deaths
were stated in the bills of mortality as og-
curring annually; and in the year of the
plague, 105 deaths took. place, . .. -
T might also give you anothér illgstration
of its prevalence ip the navy by stating, that.
in 1726, Admiral Hosier sailed with seven
ships to the West Indies; that he buried
ond then died
himself of u broken licart. You will find
in Roderick Random, andin Smollett’s His-
tory of England, a good aocount of the.
mode in which sailors werg supplied for-
merly with food. Smollett gives an_account:
0‘-' the armame‘nt 'Lh‘l].t ‘.Vlas ﬁtte‘d Out ta CB‘I.'-
thagens, much about the sume time at which
Lord Anson’s voyage took place; and he

says the. provisions consisted of pulrid salt
| beef,~—10 which the sailors gave the name of
| frish,  Rorse,—(I suppose . the contractors



652

livad in Ircland, and that it locked like
harpe-flosh ), —salt-pork, nnd musty bremd.
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not owing to this kind of ment bainy e
[ .
but through fresh meat and fresy fégatiﬁgé

The satt purk came from New Eoglasd, and {vor being caten, that scurvy ie produged

wid neither tish cor fieshs, bat savoured af It i the want of other foo

Both, “The bread came from the same
vountry, snd every biscuit was like @ piooe
of clovkwatk, moved by its own interual

impulsr, ocensinned by the myriads of in.

sects that dwelt withinit,  As to their bat.
ter, it was served out by the gill, sl ex.
ceediugly lihe train oil thickened with sale,
You cannot wonder, than, thut the men
shoulid Luve tho seurvy, e also adids in
proot of the bud management, dmt though
there was wrter enongh on board for every
man to have helf a gallon u day for six
mouths, euch wus wllowed only u purser’s
uart, in the torridt zone, where u gallon
woutd lave been hardly enough to repwr
the lose by perspiration.

As resnnds the cunse af itin Bagland in
former davs, the food was very ditffereot

among the common peoplo to whatitis naw, !
Hved on salt-heel and podks, awd veal,
the lower orders of sceiety had very el

'.l'!wy

elie in the time of Henry the Fighes, Fondd

was then but very litthe cultivated;

The consequence of wil this was, that the
cattle were all killad as so0n as they were

fattesed, or ready for killhug, aml salted,:
Beet and pork were salted, umd put ap o,
cibtie ;
were killed during the winter ;i fur there!
were little means of supporting the cattle”
after the prass seoson wus over; every-thing:
was sulted ut the bogitnniug of winter, and.

provision fur tha winter; no poste

the people lived during the winter on tue
eattle o killed sud so seltedd.  In those
days, too, there wus hardly auy parden
stull:

peuny,
tionully dear; sod porden sutd wus ooty
used then as o dainty, wheu prople bud
compuny. Quoen Catherine, of Arragos,
one of the numprons wives of Henry the
Fighth of blessed memopry, in the besinniag
of the sixteeath eentury, bad aetually n

pardener sent for frim the Netberlands to

rutse hier uoogofad, there not hoiagg o rune i

mpland who could nt that time  oauuge
such o mmatter. It is wlso said, that o
Heory the Eighth's timve, the price o

silt-inont was lixed at ona-tweanticth, and
whent at ane-tenth of the present prices,
becouse aplt-mest formed the chief support
of the people, and the attention of govern-
went was directed principally to it tur the
purpose of affarding a cheap supply to them,
However, it is not the sait-meat that pro-
duces tha scurvy, nor is it putrid meat 5 for
the disense will occur whers there is no
salt-ment used, nor any meat at all, Itis

i’
chicf were pusture Yands ;o and even ey s
not made 6s axtensively a8 3t is at present,’

for, in 1700, o cabbugn cont three-
pence, whiel, in 76t cost ouly n half:
Uther greens were at fivst prsipare )

. . d-—the
Preesiti noininl nned fresh vegetable foaxailéﬁi

_wd_l tind in the sacond volume of the T'rans.
avtiong of tho :uues_\;a of -I-)hyﬂit.'iang tw
L casia, published by Sir Francis Milmeg cof
P wamen wlhia had the scurvy in the cnun’u-
i (1 think Derbyshire), who had eateg n{;
Peat ut oall, bat lived merely on tea ang
¥hre.~mi and hutter, having formerly heen a0.
cesstumed to bettor food. I myself bad o
pooc man 0 the hospitnl with scorvy iy
E.li::‘u:mry, 1428, wlul) had fallen from gaod
o ] s ML i ’
S Tved on ten uud groe oo s
_ - grusl for soms tima,
I muy ramark thut sea and land BOUTVY ara .
the snme, thooupgh onca considered difforent,
tithor enses of the kind 1 twight referto ;-
‘fue qunny persons have had the sourvy who
chave Ll no salt meat, who have had 1o -
putrid mest, bhut who have been wmerely
Iiviu;;_ in o state bardering on starvation,
be is ulso mentionad by writers, tht the
seurvy was not enly common in London (s
ot mitht well suppose from the food T have
tes ol } 5 but in o work published in 1703
by e, Musernve on the Gout, itis said lo
Lave hean eommon in Somersetshirve ; and
wr rewd in Pliny that it prevailed in the Ro-
wan armies when in Gernaay, and in the
armivs which servaed in the wars impiously
callind ke sowe other things, holy, N
2reedispiving Couses.— Although this want
of tresh unimal and fresh vegetable food ap-
peara (6 bo the esuss, yet many other gir-
| ruustitinies inereasae the tendency to scurvy,
( Cold, snd want of exercise, greatly predis-
Cpome tuite ‘This is proved by the fuct, that
Duaiferrs will saffer it iu cold climates under
all the ather circumstances in which they
vReapn it in warm climates, As to exer
cise, Nir Gilbert ¥lane mentions that the
prime seamen only of n ship’s company
usid to sunffer, who were excused from
; working the pump, the ship being leoky;
: while those who worked it escoped. Cop-
| tain Conk informs s, that the Kamschatkans
P who snre habituated 10 hord labour have no
seurvy, while the Russian and Cossack i
grarrison ure indolent and subjeot to it The
dis-nsn  wus dirst yparticulnrly noticed in
1497, iu thoe men of Vasco di Gama, _
‘LUho ditference in ships’ crews now and
formerly, as regards sourvy, is very strk-
ing, In the two accounis of Lord An-
son's voyage and Capt, Cook's, you will
lind that while Lord Anson’s crew suﬁ‘arfd
in tho wey 1 have mentioned, Copt. Cook's,
in going round the world, suffered nothing,
because they had a good supply of P"r“’bla
soup, sour crout, and fresh meat. The‘;
were  kept regularly oxaz:cmgd_, . axl:rtilm[i
cleanliness and propor veutilation atende

i
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to; and they were only: out about threes
weeks at a time on their longest eruise,
though absent so long. _ .

Iyeatment.—Lhe remedy for this stata
ig frosh food, vegetable and animal food, and
particularly lamon-juice. With respect to
the man whose case I have been consi-
dering, I gave him no medicine ; the ouse
was not so severe, but that 1 felt satisfied a
change to healthy diet would entirely cure
him. If I had given him lemon-juice, no
inference could have been drawn as to the
virtue of it, for, of course, it was my duty
to give Lim proper food.

Scurvy is a diseasa (ifany disenasa is Ypure-
ly chemicel, The body, structure, and fune-
tions are not in the leustin faylt; inone sense,
each port of the system is ready to per-
form ail its functions, but one of the exter-
nal things necessary for its doing 8o iataken
away. In the case of suffocation, tha body
is not at oll in fault, but it suffers from a
want of fresh air; soin scurvy, the fune-
tions are all ripht, but the food whish the
body by nature requires, is withleld from it.
Give the body this proper food, and it will
make proper use of it; give it a good sound
raw sarticle, if I may 2o speak, and it will
manufacture properly, and the disensed stnte
will disappear. This is very different from
the state nof some other cases in which che-
mical remedies have been employed. For
example, you know that in cases of softness
of the bones, soma have recommended a
good gupply of bone earth-—of phosphate of
lime, as though the bony substance was only
wanting, Hoere there has Heen no want of
proper supply of sny-thing, but the sy=-
tem is wrong, aud give it what phosphuate of
lime you will, that will not put the body
in oxder. ‘The disease does not consist in
a want of bone earth, but in the want of the
proper functions which make the bone, or
evolve it from the materials they receive.
Soin the case of dinbetes; it is not that the
body is overlonded with an excessiva supply
of sugar, or been deprived of a due quantity
of animal food, but that 1the functions of the
body which form the eompound fluid canlled
urine sre diseased, that occasions the dia-

betes, in which sugar appears, and uréa,

lithic acid, and s=aits, are deficient; and
yet you may keep a person exclusively
to snimal food, but very rarely 1 believe
cure diabetes in that way. You may assist
somewhat by giving only animal food, in
makiog it more difficult for the diseased
function to manufucture the peculiar urine,
but as to curing it by animal diet, L believe
that, in general, you will find this impossi-
ble—T, at lsast, have found it impossible.
_To take a chemical view of such affec-
tions is uot even countenanced by che-
mists themsslves, - The case of scurvy is
"¢xactly like the case of impending suffoca-
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tion—the body would be in good health if
not deprived of its proper external supjly.

L therefore gave this man fresh diet, and he

at once became well ; fresh ment every day, -
and fresh vagetables twice o day—greens

night and morning, for forinaceous vegetabls

food is insufficient, An improvement was

visible every day'; and, in fact, in four or-
tive days niter 1 sliowed him to you he fait

no well that he would not remain in the hos-

pital nny longer, but determined to lose no

time in going into the country to his friends

whom he had not yet seen; he felt that ha

had nothing to de but to live out of the bos-

pital ag he lived in it, and then 1hat he would

get rid of the very slight remsains of ihe

complaint that were still perceptible.

The power of lemon-juice overthe disease
is said to be very great—ita effects speedy
and marvellous.. The 'compiler of ILord
Auson’s voyage, seeing the dreadful appear-
ance of the hody in this disease, seeing how
fatal the (isease was, and how horridly it
disfigured and disabled the body, making it
a loathisome offensive maxs of corruption
(perhapsmore than any other disease what-
ever), declared that a cure was impossible
by any remedy or by any manspement that
could be employed, and no hope of ever
curing it could be entertained; and yetnow
wa know that such = state as that may be at
once removed by a change of diet, and by a
little lemon-juice ! This circumstance, I'con-
fess, gives me greathope of the improvement
of our profession. DMany diseases certainly
con now be cured which were formerly con-
sidered hopeless, from our sounder patholo-
gical views, By looking out for inflammu.
tion for example, génersily, and by treating
it vigorously and stendily, we cure any
affections that formerly were despaired of
(for infiarnmation is now known to be the
foundation of numerous diseases). Thers
can be no doubt also thata number of drugs,
both mineral and vegetable, have greater
power over diseases than ia yet knowa. T
consider the marvellous effects of lemon- .
juice in this, the most horrid state of the
body that can be well conceived, sufficient to .
justify a hope that a number of drugs may
be known in the course of time that may cure
a number of diseases, which even at present
appear to us to be hopeless. let ma again
roention thut formerly tha scurvy sppeared
to be entirely incurable, and the attempt to
cwre it nbisolutely ridiculous, - - o

" The power of lemon=juice over this affec-
tion is said to have been known two bhuui-
dred years ago. It is said to have been
mentioned in a bouk  called FPoodall’s Sur-
geon's Mate, or Military and Domestic
Medicine, by Joehn Poodall, Master in
Surgery,which waspublished in 1636 ; and
he ends his praises of it by saying he dare
not write how good a sauce it is at meat, lost
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the chielin the cabin shiould waste it to save
vinegar. It iy said even to huve been known
earlier, ond been mentioned in Purcliays’s
Pilgrim, published in the yeur 1600 and
ot, notwithstanding all that, it appeured to
ﬂam been almost forgpotten. And this is
again o very instructive circumstancr 10 us.
1t tesches ws not to despise n medicine
without very goud reason. 1
recosnmendal oun good authority, we ore
bound, he the authority old or new, to
sscortain whethor what ia said of it i3 true,
unless we have other mediciues thnt fully
answer every purpose, I have no doubst
that many medicines were once usod and are
naw forgotien, which would be very goud in
certain crees, or cortuiv states of cuses, und
bave been thrown ssiths withaul nuy nsson
whutever. As té the colehicum, when I
was a pupil, I recollect that it wus uot em-
ployed-—I nover saw it used,—I heund it
mentianed undoubtedly in lectures, but asa
remedy that was highly dnngerous, and vet
this is as old o wedicine as there iy o the
Phurmagopeciu, pratsesd hy very n}'ti write-fﬂ
for its powers of cleamsing the joints,
short for its power in gout anmd rheunttism,
‘The lemon juice was, though so well appre-
cinted s0 long ago, so little Known ax oo
remedy in geurvy in the last century, thuat
Sir Gilbert Blane states (and bis select dins
sartations, ng well ag his othor writings, are
full of excellent iuformation) that when the
London Colluge of Physicisns wus applivd
to by Guvernment for a remedy in seurvy,
they advised the use of vinegar, whieh has
very littla power : and thatin 1733w Fellow
of the Collegy wrote n bouk on the suliject
of seurvy, and never even memioved lemon-
juice.
that the kuowledgue of lemon-juice was re-
vived, Ahovoan century after Wondall pub-
lished, he stuted ity prenhiar power,

The Navy, however, sutlvned very severe-
ly from scurvy till 1745, whoen Lonid Speucor,
the futher of the present Chaneellor of the
Fxohequar, was at the Lend of the Admi-
ralty, and at the recommoendotion of I,
Bluir and Sir Gilbere Blune, eatablished a
full supply of it to the Navy; in which
from that tima scurvy Lus bheen searcely
known. Sael hag been the difteronca of the
disense that though so late as in 1780, near-
ly two centuries after the publication of
Furchase’s Pilgrim, there were 1700 cases
of seurvy ia Iluslar Hospital, in 3806 lhiere
wug but one, and i 1807 but one!

I bLelieve that the lemon-joice itself is
consideced more efticacious than the citrie
acid. I, of course, ean spenk {rom no oxpe-
rience of my own, bat some people imngine
that the lemon-juice itsell ir more efficaciour.
It is preserved very woall, I helieve, by
putting about onoe-tenth part of spirits to it.
All the Hesperidwi have the same virtus,——

If o medicineis?

4

It was owing to Ir. Limd chieily

DR, ELLIOTSON ON SCURYVY.

the lime, the Savilla ang
vrange 3 malt and sour crout are algs (hoviy.
tgood.,  An ounce of lembn-j?:;ggo :}ﬁﬂrh-‘
onuce and a balf of sugar daily is the ; v
‘ullowanee ; and now scurvy {s vever kﬁbn‘:?
:the longest voyago, unless in an iﬁht‘gﬁ@%‘-}
gross neglect, liko that of the man whogy
i 1 have now considered, Bufor'e”t??
, Bupply took pluce whicl is now served ogt
the nverage of priients sent to hospitals wag
in tha preceding nine years, one-third n‘f'ﬁl-g
whaole Noavy, In the suceeading nine "e'ﬁi?
but eighty.four cases oscurrod. =~ e
I muy mention as a good illustration of
Pthe use of lemon-juice, that The Suf‘am
Vlett Bagland in April, 17945 thut she had
no communication with land for twenty-fou;
wueky, und yet only fifceen of her orew werg
‘slightly sick, and” wore soon dured by an
raugmentation of the usual nllowance of (wo-
 thirds of wn ounce, and not one had the
scurvy on her arrival,  In 1800 the Change]
¢ Fleet had no fresh provielons for sixtesn
weoka, but pleaty of lemon-juies, and nat 3
[ kst oF seurvy accurred; whereas, in 170§
i the Chaanel Fleet could not keep at ses be-
Fyond ten wecks, and was worn out with the
scurvy uinl fover, T
‘The best application to the ulcers is slso
the lemon-juice,—u slico of lamon, as Perg
L.ebut appears to have pointed outin bis
vaynge to the Auntilles. Pain in, the breagt
y nad limhs iy often felr during the scurvy,
cespecially, iU is said, if rapidly cured by
y letou-fuice. .
{ In 16090, an the 2nd of April, Commodorg
s

unripe Ching

Lancaster sailed from Kngland with thires
‘ather ships for the Cape of Good Hope, ind
sarrived ut Snldanha Bay on the 18t of Angost,
the Commodore's own ship being kept in
perfeet iealth by the administration of thyes
thle-spoonfuls of lemoun-juice every mom.
Linge to vach of his men; wherens the othgr
ulitps wuere go sickly us to be unmanagegble
for want of hands, and the Commodore was
ohliged to send his own men on hoard to
tuk e in their sails, and hoist out their boats.
With reapecet to the time at which Ui
acurvy begins, T think this man began tp
vy the disease at the end of five or six
weoks., Ile told me, but I have not made
n noto of it.  Sir Gilbert Blane ‘sto ‘whom I
myself, and Mr. Herschell evidently alio,
am much indebtad for information on this
subjact) suys that the disease usually hegins
on the 6th or 7th weak of ses victnalling.
Some have of late doubted whethey the
lemon-juice hag any such power 38 hes been
ascribed to il. A most excellent mar, &
friend of mine, Dr, Stevens, the ﬁent_lemﬂ?
who in the West Indies ﬂ_rstl_tu;_ 1;111;::3
teranl iline artery, hus pecullar. opiiion
respucting fover, _g;d co_ntg:u(}_s that the blood
is in o disensed state in this disease; gng .

that after o time the properromedy is, cer -
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tain subsgiances to alter the state of the
blood ; minute doses of neutral salts. Aec.
cording to his account {and his sintements
are all to be depended upon}, in the yellow
fover, and other fevers, after the first attack
is over, when the blood bas fullen into this
depraved condition, life is saved by admi-
ristering minute doses of neutrnl salts, and
remedying this defect in that fluid. I have
geen them in his experiments render the
blood very florid out of the body, and acids
make it black. He contends thatucids, there-
fore, must be injurious in scurvy, and citric
acid sinong the rest, and advises nitre; but
I must say, that when we have so many evi-
dences of theloss of ships’ crews without the|
uges of lemon-juice, and of their remaining
healthy uuder the use of the juice, I think
more evidence must ba brought forward
ihan he gives to induce persons to agree
with him. Mowever,his work on fever will
e well worth reading ; I recommend it to
your notice ‘as soon us it is published, and
ou will judue for yourselves. In Mr.
Herschell’s works on the cultivation of the
Physieal Sgiences, just published in Dr.
Lardner’s Encyclopedia, hé mentions, among
the great improvements that have been
introduced for the good of society, the ces-
sation of scurvy. [Ile mentions this as one
of the greatest blessings that have heen
acoomplished for mankind in modern times,
You will find him saying, that '¢ at present
scurvy is almost completely eradicated in
the Navy, partly, no doubt, from increased
and increasing attention to general clean-
liness, comfort, and diet, but mainly from
the constant use of a simple and palatable
baverage, the acid of the lemon served out
in daily rations. If,” he adds, *‘ the gra-
titude of mankind be allowed on all handa
1o be the just meed of the pbilosophia phy-
sician, to whose discernment in seizing, and
perseverance in forcing it on public notice,
we owe the great safeguard of infantile life,
it ought not to be denied to those whose
skill and discrimination have thus strength-
-ened the sinews of our most powerful arm,
niid obliterated one of the darkest features
in ove of the nost gloxious of all profes.
wionsr loriong o
In regard to the etymology of the word
seorbuitus, 1 believe it 18 schardock, corrupt-
ed and latiniged,” and that scharbock itself
‘eomes from sclharf-pocke, sharp or violent
‘pock, or schorf-poclke, seab or scurf-pock ;
though'séurvy is the medical English name
Tor the disense scordutus, and common peo-:
ple desighate’ any cutancons disesse, with
seurf or scabs, by the term scurwvy. You
may remember that when T desired thé sister
of the wird to bring the man not with the
‘leprosy but ‘with the scurvy, she brought
-mg thé man with the leprn, #ssuring me
“that that-was the man with the scurvy, and

655
had no idea

' : of the sailor’s disease being
called sourvy. o eRse Ben

Respecting the cases that wers admitted
this weel, there were, among the women, a
esse of continuod fever—n cnge of theama-
tism—a case of bronchitis—and a case of
Lysteritis, Among the men, a case of ne-~
phritis, and two of bronchitis, Among the
‘women there was also = case of - |

PREGNANCY MISTAKEN FOR DROREY.

When I came to the hospital I found that
one of my beds appropriated to womén was
filled with a female with a large abdomen,
who said that her doctor (Dr. Fiddle) Lad told
her she had got the dropsy, and had better
come here to be cured. Now, when I was'a
pupil, I saw a very sharp, clever physi-
cian admit two cases of women with big
bellies, and prescribe for them squills,
superacetate of potass, apd other anti-hy-
dropics, and in due time, indeed befora the
week wag our, éach of those persons had a
littlé one sitcking at her side. (Luughier,)
However, this would have been A very an-
noying ‘and discreditable dircumstance now,
in these days of diagnosis, and therefore I
condescended, or my physicianghip conde-
scended, dn this ¢asé to usé mechanical
meaus of investigating her state, 1 not only
inquired whether there was flnctuation or
not, as pl:}rsiciéxns.arp ollowed to do, and
ascertained that there was mnot any, but I
had her undressed, as I make it a rule in
all cases of diseage of the trunk whenever
there is a =suspicion of orgaunic diseasa,
I believe it is considered very discredit-
able by some for u physician to use his
hands or his ears; but a3 nature has given
us both our Lands smd ears, I for one am
very grateful for the gift, and wherever
the phenomena of tq'u_c%n' or sound oequr,
I consider them-equally worthy notice as
phenomena of sight or =s details given, and
despise not the assistance afforded by mnd-
ture, ‘I ‘therefore méchamically examined
thie whole abdomen of this young lady, and
found a considerable tumour of the abdomen,
quite hard; it was broader and broader
upwards, till at the commencexient of the
epigastric region I felt it well defined; its
edge rounded off, and its shape something
like the segnient of a circle. On looking at
the breast, the areola appeared to be of the
durkest brown. This of course made mevery
suspicious. = At one part of the tumour of
the abdomen, the upper part, in the right
bypochordrinm, I found a smooth, dense,
globular projection, as if thera was a lobule
there’; while my fingers were upon it, how-
ever, the lobule disappeared——away il went,
On’ gpplying my fingers there a second
time ffdun_d it again, but more in the cen~
tre; then it receded, and I felt it lower

‘dewn ; while I was feeling it there, it gave
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such a kiek thet I storted and withdrew
my hand. ‘The nutare of the case wry per-
foctly clear, but 1 said nothing about it ;
and asking the maiden how Jfung she hud had
ths dropsy, she replied s month, I asked
“her if she still menstroated, amd she ri-
plied that nothing of that kind hind hap-
pened for ten mouths 3 1 asked hor if ghe
was ever sick, amd she replivd, ¢ SHick all
day and avery day."”

1 thiok it very likely fromn all this, and
from what I have often obscerved, that she
bud noiden of being proguunt. I believe that®
many women become with ¢hild »ud ara not
awars of 1t; not that they ave not eonscions
of having taken the proper means of geador
into that stute, but that they have no idea
that those means huve taken effect, It in!
s0 common for womean toindulye and think
ne harm will enme of it, beenuse so fre- !
quently no harm does coma and thay per-:
haps themeelves huve so o indulyed waeh
impanity. It is 80 commuon for women t !
suppase that no Liarm can come, sl not to
kuow thatin theso uatters very hHitle somre.
timos provs u great way. (Muel dteg liter.’
Yrom earpestly hoping that wo barme wail
come, some will really go ondn preganey
for o lonw thma, without at ull suspecting
their situntion, and at Jast are tahen by sue-
prise., I kuow thut smowv nre Inpastaras,
declure themselves not o bo with ehild,
when they kunow they are, mmb protest anl .
pratend they are so virtuous, that thae thingy
1a out of thu question, or quits impieisihle, ¢
Yet ¥ do believe muany womoen ure them- |
gelves deceived, This woman, I thiok, muyt |
have been deceived,und for this reason—1hat |
she told me very Lonestly and frunkly, tha
she was continually sick, and hal not ruen. §
strunted for many months,  Now I think, i1}
she had really wished to decrive, she woubdd !
not have ndnatted ol this. [ have boen tabl
by pentlemeo who practise midwifery, that :
single women frequently aro so Litthe aware |
thut thay arp with ¢hild, that thoy will he;
tukon with their labour painsg, snd net even |
then believe the real nature of their atate,
I hive been told of women who guilared |
the commencing pains of labour, withont'
being at ull convinced thut they were, still:
porsslingg thot thoy eonld not e with ehald ;
ol conrsa it must then Lo ahsurd fora woman
any lunger to attompt doception, and I thiok
itmust generally be from vot believing i, |
thiok that women who are in the fumily way, !
froquently huve not the least idea how vory
oasy it is for them to becoma so.  (NMuch
tungrhiter.y A wman csnnet b8 too teader
towards tha other gox, ond I therefore Jid
not repronch her with imposture, nor oven
declure her state to her in express words,
1 swid nothing more than that shae bud not
got the dropsy, and regyuested you to listen
to the litlle one's heart, which bent dia.

STATE OF MODERN SURGERY.

Paide, the child’s henrt wos 1

it

tinetly 120 in & minuts, whi
pulse wau 76. » While: the mother'
Tho ease was interestin i
) - urti
this vccount :—\When we n%})ﬁed t‘l:::ahs};}e}hfn
acopn to tha abdomen low down op the 1;‘.;

card distingl]

| myself, an‘g
120, whils tLs
1t was perfectly
no  doubr at o))

pasdsating with a doubls boeac
sevaral of you, counted it
maother's pulso was 76,
distinet 3 there could be
ibout it, aml several gentlemen exarmined
t uwa well us myself. 1 pnever heard 4
futun’s heare pulsating before, '

Respecting the treatment of the case, the
preseription L wrote wua ¢ Excat-—-Lalz lier
depart in peave.”

Fhe ease is nleo fmportant, ns showip
the noacessity of taking pains to make E
cireful dingnosis.  Any one might suppose
that a mistake at thiy advanced peried of
pregouvey could not be made; but, g [

Jhawve said, 1do recollect, when a pupil, two

cases admittwl into o Loapital, but not ex-

Swmned in hed, preseribod for, where, after
un exomimntion with the clothes on in the-
Puddwdigeion room, diureties, and other rems.

sties of dropsy, were employed, Though
hickily, no hurot was done, yet it made the'
phvsicion ook excendingly vidiculous; it
vucusioned o Laugling wod o talking among
the pupils, and mast have made the pntient
herselt think, at all eveuts, that Le wasng
cutjuror. -

MODERN SURGERY.

—

T the Editor of Tne Lasoer.

Sti,~1'ho very borrible narration which
¥ gave in o lato uomber, of the. emse
of the poor boy swho was 80 unscientifically
mangled at Bartholomew’s, is enough to
chill the bloml, even of a Hoaspital-surgeen
bimself, If the nail had been drivea into
the petrous portion of the temporal bone by
t hummer, then perhops we migh't hnv_‘e BUp+
posed suech violsnce as was used in this cate

Juntifinble, but, most certainly, unwarrant-

uble in tha present instance. I am a9 old
practitioner, and have mes with many cases
in which substascues have been introduced
iuto the meatus anditorius, buc have ol
ways sueceadad in extracting them by in-
troducing beyond them the eye-end of a
silver probe slightly curved. o

1 cannot help toking this opportunity of
anying, and I do ic with grief, that I think
the art of surgery, especially in the metro-
polin, is fust declining, and thatit will eon-
tinue to do so, whilst some of the most emt-
nent surgeons are content (o keep chetr
hunds in their breeches-pocket (except 0
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