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When I was asked to write the history of Oakmont Country Club in 1997,  

I assumed that everything I needed to mark the club’s 75th anniversary would 

be included in a large dusty volume that had been lovingly maintained over 

the years. 

 

Instead, I was handed a cardboard box.   It contained yellowing newspaper 

clips, old pictures, handwritten recollections and old fliers.  It was rather like 

unearthing the Dead Sea Scrolls.   There was a lot there but there was a lot 

missing. 

 

Fortunately for me --- and all of us who are interested in the history of the 

place ---  that cardboard box also contained research done by the late Shirley 

Curry, whose husband Parnell was  president in 1967.   She had spent consid-

erable time digging through newspaper files and what she discovered helped 

to cobble together a narrative of the club’s early years.  Without her, this his-

tory would have been much more difficult to produce. 

 

I was fortunate to be able to supplement the information I had in hand by in-

terviewing people like Don Young and Larry Pendleton who had been at the 

club since the 1930s and were a wealth of information. 

 

It is a tale worth telling.   Oakmont  is certainly a first-class golf club.    

But it is  also an entity that endured a Depression, a World War, devastating 

fires, floods and earthquakes.    

 

Through it all, it has survived and thrived, maintaining its reputation as a 

premiere country club.  

 

 

 

--- Bob Rector, August 2012 
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The story of Oakmont Country Club is in many cases a metaphor for the game of golf itself. 

 
It is a tale of high ideas and expectations, interrupted by frustrations and 

even disasters, followed by ultimate triumph. 
 

Most of all, it is a story of the grit and determination of generations of men and women 
who made Oakmont work from the Roaring Twenties to dawn of a new century. 

This celebration of Oakmont’s 90th anniversary is dedicated to them. 
 











 































 Winners for the last 87 years are as follows: 

Jack Gaines won four consecutive tourna-Jack Gaines won four consecutive tourna-Jack Gaines won four consecutive tourna-Jack Gaines won four consecutive tourna-

ments from 1931 through 1934 and a total ments from 1931 through 1934 and a total ments from 1931 through 1934 and a total ments from 1931 through 1934 and a total 

of eight tournaments. Mr. Gains left Oak-of eight tournaments. Mr. Gains left Oak-of eight tournaments. Mr. Gains left Oak-of eight tournaments. Mr. Gains left Oak-

mont in 1944, the year of his eighth victory.mont in 1944, the year of his eighth victory.mont in 1944, the year of his eighth victory.mont in 1944, the year of his eighth victory.    

Former member and past president, Cecil Former member and past president, Cecil Former member and past president, Cecil Former member and past president, Cecil 

Dees, won a total of nine club champion-Dees, won a total of nine club champion-Dees, won a total of nine club champion-Dees, won a total of nine club champion-

ships over a 24 year period from 1954 ships over a 24 year period from 1954 ships over a 24 year period from 1954 ships over a 24 year period from 1954 

through 1978.through 1978.through 1978.through 1978.    

Mike Haney has won the championship Mike Haney has won the championship Mike Haney has won the championship Mike Haney has won the championship 

seven times. (Mike’s grandfather, George seven times. (Mike’s grandfather, George seven times. (Mike’s grandfather, George seven times. (Mike’s grandfather, George 

Haney Sr., joined Oakmont in 1932 and re-Haney Sr., joined Oakmont in 1932 and re-Haney Sr., joined Oakmont in 1932 and re-Haney Sr., joined Oakmont in 1932 and re-

mained a member until he passed away in mained a member until he passed away in mained a member until he passed away in mained a member until he passed away in 

1955; Mike’s dad George Haney, Jr., joined 1955; Mike’s dad George Haney, Jr., joined 1955; Mike’s dad George Haney, Jr., joined 1955; Mike’s dad George Haney, Jr., joined 

Oakmont in 1948; and Mike joined Oak-Oakmont in 1948; and Mike joined Oak-Oakmont in 1948; and Mike joined Oak-Oakmont in 1948; and Mike joined Oak-

mont in 1974 as a junior member and trans-mont in 1974 as a junior member and trans-mont in 1974 as a junior member and trans-mont in 1974 as a junior member and trans-

ferred to regular membership in 1989. ferred to regular membership in 1989. ferred to regular membership in 1989. ferred to regular membership in 1989.     

 Dave Sheff won the championship during  Dave Sheff won the championship during  Dave Sheff won the championship during  Dave Sheff won the championship during 

Oakmont’s 75th anniversary year for his Oakmont’s 75th anniversary year for his Oakmont’s 75th anniversary year for his Oakmont’s 75th anniversary year for his 

fourth victory.fourth victory.fourth victory.fourth victory.    

Larry Pendleton, won the Club Champion-Larry Pendleton, won the Club Champion-Larry Pendleton, won the Club Champion-Larry Pendleton, won the Club Champion-

ship in 1948 ship in 1948 ship in 1948 ship in 1948 ---- 65 years ago. 65 years ago. 65 years ago. 65 years ago.    

Keith Kinsel has won the championship Keith Kinsel has won the championship Keith Kinsel has won the championship Keith Kinsel has won the championship     

eight times. Keith’s dad, William Kinsel won eight times. Keith’s dad, William Kinsel won eight times. Keith’s dad, William Kinsel won eight times. Keith’s dad, William Kinsel won 

the championship in 1971, 1973, and 1975. the championship in 1971, 1973, and 1975. the championship in 1971, 1973, and 1975. the championship in 1971, 1973, and 1975. 

Keith’s mom, Betty Kinsel won the OWGA Keith’s mom, Betty Kinsel won the OWGA Keith’s mom, Betty Kinsel won the OWGA Keith’s mom, Betty Kinsel won the OWGA 

championship thirteen times.championship thirteen times.championship thirteen times.championship thirteen times.    
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 1997 1997 1997 1997 ---- 1998 1998 1998 1998      Dave Sheff  Dave Sheff  Dave Sheff  Dave Sheff    

1999199919991999          Robert Veeh  Robert Veeh  Robert Veeh  Robert Veeh    

2000200020002000–––– 2006 2006 2006 2006      Keith Kinsel  Keith Kinsel  Keith Kinsel  Keith Kinsel    

2007200720072007          Lee Keyte  Lee Keyte  Lee Keyte  Lee Keyte    

2008200820082008          Keith Kinsel  Keith Kinsel  Keith Kinsel  Keith Kinsel    

2009200920092009          Robert Veeh  Robert Veeh  Robert Veeh  Robert Veeh    

2010 2010 2010 2010 ---- 2011 2011 2011 2011      John Ziegler  John Ziegler  John Ziegler  John Ziegler    

2012201220122012          Randy Stevenson  Randy Stevenson  Randy Stevenson  Randy Stevenson    

 

Keith, William, Betty and Jim Kinsel  

Winners for 87 playing years (cont.) 

 



 
 

LADIES’ CLUB CHAMPIONS 
 

� � �  
 

The first OWGA Ladies’ Club Championship The first OWGA Ladies’ Club Championship The first OWGA Ladies’ Club Championship The first OWGA Ladies’ Club Championship     

Tournament was held in March 1928. This isTournament was held in March 1928. This isTournament was held in March 1928. This isTournament was held in March 1928. This is    

continued to the present day. The championship continued to the present day. The championship continued to the present day. The championship continued to the present day. The championship 

scratch competition is preceded by one qualifying scratch competition is preceded by one qualifying scratch competition is preceded by one qualifying scratch competition is preceded by one qualifying 

round. The champion is determined by a total of round. The champion is determined by a total of round. The champion is determined by a total of round. The champion is determined by a total of 

four days play with either a medal or match fomat.four days play with either a medal or match fomat.four days play with either a medal or match fomat.four days play with either a medal or match fomat.    

    

1928192819281928    ---- 1931 1931 1931 1931    Louise RentchLouise RentchLouise RentchLouise Rentch    

1932193219321932        Chris RasorChris RasorChris RasorChris Rasor    

1933 1933 1933 1933 ---- 1934 1934 1934 1934    Mrs. R. A. SpeicherMrs. R. A. SpeicherMrs. R. A. SpeicherMrs. R. A. Speicher    

1935193519351935        Helen StewartHelen StewartHelen StewartHelen Stewart    

1936193619361936        Ruth PancakeRuth PancakeRuth PancakeRuth Pancake    

1937193719371937    ---- 1938 1938 1938 1938    Vivian ElliottVivian ElliottVivian ElliottVivian Elliott    

1939 1939 1939 1939 ---- 1941 1941 1941 1941    Cecelia Winstanley*Cecelia Winstanley*Cecelia Winstanley*Cecelia Winstanley*    

1942 1942 1942 1942 ---- 1944 1944 1944 1944    Vivian ElliottVivian ElliottVivian ElliottVivian Elliott    

1945 1945 1945 1945 ---- 1946 1946 1946 1946    Edna LangdonEdna LangdonEdna LangdonEdna Langdon    

1947194719471947        Rose MontgomeryRose MontgomeryRose MontgomeryRose Montgomery    

1948194819481948        Angie VoteAngie VoteAngie VoteAngie Vote    

1949194919491949        Grace PetersonGrace PetersonGrace PetersonGrace Peterson    

1950195019501950        Tina CotaTina CotaTina CotaTina Cota    

1951195119511951        Rose MontgomeryRose MontgomeryRose MontgomeryRose Montgomery    

1952195219521952        Jean DameralJean DameralJean DameralJean Dameral    

1953195319531953        Jerry LindseyJerry LindseyJerry LindseyJerry Lindsey    

1954195419541954    ---- 1955 1955 1955 1955    Jean DameralJean DameralJean DameralJean Dameral    

1956195619561956        Rose MontgomeryRose MontgomeryRose MontgomeryRose Montgomery    

1957195719571957        Betty LoveysBetty LoveysBetty LoveysBetty Loveys    

1958195819581958        Rose MontgomeryRose MontgomeryRose MontgomeryRose Montgomery    

1959195919591959    ---- 1962 1962 1962 1962    Rhea HudsonRhea HudsonRhea HudsonRhea Hudson    

1963 1963 1963 1963 ---- 1964 1964 1964 1964    Shirley HorvathShirley HorvathShirley HorvathShirley Horvath    

1965 1965 1965 1965 ---- 1966 1966 1966 1966    Rhea HudsonRhea HudsonRhea HudsonRhea Hudson    

1967196719671967        Lucy BuschLucy BuschLucy BuschLucy Busch    

1968196819681968        Rhea HudsonRhea HudsonRhea HudsonRhea Hudson    

1969196919691969        Lucy BuschLucy BuschLucy BuschLucy Busch    

****Women’s Southern California Golf Association PresidentWomen’s Southern California Golf Association PresidentWomen’s Southern California Golf Association PresidentWomen’s Southern California Golf Association President    

 

1970 1970 1970 1970 ---- 1971 1971 1971 1971    Rhea HudsonRhea HudsonRhea HudsonRhea Hudson    

1972197219721972        Betty McKayBetty McKayBetty McKayBetty McKay    

1973197319731973        Gloria PhillipsGloria PhillipsGloria PhillipsGloria Phillips    

1974197419741974---- 1975 1975 1975 1975    Bobbie KuhnBobbie KuhnBobbie KuhnBobbie Kuhn    

1976 1976 1976 1976 ---- 1977 1977 1977 1977    Betty KinselBetty KinselBetty KinselBetty Kinsel    

1978197819781978        Peggy Sue Curry PrattsPeggy Sue Curry PrattsPeggy Sue Curry PrattsPeggy Sue Curry Pratts    

1979197919791979    ----1981198119811981    Bobbie KuhnBobbie KuhnBobbie KuhnBobbie Kuhn    

1982198219821982        Maureen HospMaureen HospMaureen HospMaureen Hosp    

1983198319831983        Cherie ZaunCherie ZaunCherie ZaunCherie Zaun    

1984198419841984        Bobbie KuhnBobbie KuhnBobbie KuhnBobbie Kuhn    

1985198519851985        Cherie ZaunCherie ZaunCherie ZaunCherie Zaun    

1986198619861986    ---- 1987 1987 1987 1987    Bobbie KuhnBobbie KuhnBobbie KuhnBobbie Kuhn    

1988198819881988        Betty KinselBetty KinselBetty KinselBetty Kinsel    

1989198919891989        Cherie ZaunCherie ZaunCherie ZaunCherie Zaun    

1990199019901990        Betty KinselBetty KinselBetty KinselBetty Kinsel    

1991199119911991    ---- 1993 1993 1993 1993    Mary BudkeMary BudkeMary BudkeMary Budke    

1994199419941994        Cherie ZaunCherie ZaunCherie ZaunCherie Zaun    

1995199519951995    ---- 1999 1999 1999 1999    Betty KinselBetty KinselBetty KinselBetty Kinsel    

2000200020002000        Jeri GarrisonJeri GarrisonJeri GarrisonJeri Garrison    

2001200120012001----2003200320032003    Betty KinselBetty KinselBetty KinselBetty Kinsel    

2004200420042004        Maureen HospMaureen HospMaureen HospMaureen Hosp    

2005200520052005        Betty KinselBetty KinselBetty KinselBetty Kinsel    

2006200620062006----2007200720072007    Angela CollinsAngela CollinsAngela CollinsAngela Collins    

2008 2008 2008 2008 ---- 2010 2010 2010 2010    Linda PearsonLinda PearsonLinda PearsonLinda Pearson    

2011201120112011    ---- 2012 2012 2012 2012    Angela CollinsAngela CollinsAngela CollinsAngela Collins    
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Cherie Zaun, Angela Collins, Linda Pearson 

 



RAISING THE ROOF 
 

� � � 
  

                    In 1960, the clubhouse underwent anotherIn 1960, the clubhouse underwent anotherIn 1960, the clubhouse underwent anotherIn 1960, the clubhouse underwent another    

remodeling at a cost of $285,000. The roof was liter-remodeling at a cost of $285,000. The roof was liter-remodeling at a cost of $285,000. The roof was liter-remodeling at a cost of $285,000. The roof was liter-

ally jacked up in order to make the necessary ally jacked up in order to make the necessary ally jacked up in order to make the necessary ally jacked up in order to make the necessary 

changes. In 1961, the entire perimeter of the golf changes. In 1961, the entire perimeter of the golf changes. In 1961, the entire perimeter of the golf changes. In 1961, the entire perimeter of the golf 

course was fenced for security reasons.course was fenced for security reasons.course was fenced for security reasons.course was fenced for security reasons.    

     In the summer of 1963, the Army Corps of      In the summer of 1963, the Army Corps of      In the summer of 1963, the Army Corps of      In the summer of 1963, the Army Corps of     

Engineers and the County Flood Control District no-Engineers and the County Flood Control District no-Engineers and the County Flood Control District no-Engineers and the County Flood Control District no-

tified the Club that they planned to widen and tified the Club that they planned to widen and tified the Club that they planned to widen and tified the Club that they planned to widen and 

enlarge the barranca. It would take four years.enlarge the barranca. It would take four years.enlarge the barranca. It would take four years.enlarge the barranca. It would take four years.    

     Preliminary to the widening, two storm drains      Preliminary to the widening, two storm drains      Preliminary to the widening, two storm drains      Preliminary to the widening, two storm drains 

were built on the course. One extended from Coun-were built on the course. One extended from Coun-were built on the course. One extended from Coun-were built on the course. One extended from Coun-

try Club Drive in front of the #2 tee and across #6, try Club Drive in front of the #2 tee and across #6, try Club Drive in front of the #2 tee and across #6, try Club Drive in front of the #2 tee and across #6, 

#7 fairways to the barranca. Another extened from #7 fairways to the barranca. Another extened from #7 fairways to the barranca. Another extened from #7 fairways to the barranca. Another extened from 

Country Club Drive in front of the #1 tee and across Country Club Drive in front of the #1 tee and across Country Club Drive in front of the #1 tee and across Country Club Drive in front of the #1 tee and across 

#18, #9 and #17 fairways to the barranca. These were #18, #9 and #17 fairways to the barranca. These were #18, #9 and #17 fairways to the barranca. These were #18, #9 and #17 fairways to the barranca. These were 

preventative measures to minimize potential rain preventative measures to minimize potential rain preventative measures to minimize potential rain preventative measures to minimize potential rain 

damage.damage.damage.damage.    

   Mother Nature lashed out at the Club on March    Mother Nature lashed out at the Club on March    Mother Nature lashed out at the Club on March    Mother Nature lashed out at the Club on March 

16, 1964, when 100 mile16, 1964, when 100 mile16, 1964, when 100 mile16, 1964, when 100 mile----perperperper----hour winds raked the hour winds raked the hour winds raked the hour winds raked the     
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Men’s Club ChampionsMen’s Club ChampionsMen’s Club ChampionsMen’s Club Champions    
 
Front Row Front Row Front Row Front Row ---- Left to Right Left to Right Left to Right Left to Right    
Robert Veeh, Dave Sheff, William Kinsel, Gregg Robert Veeh, Dave Sheff, William Kinsel, Gregg Robert Veeh, Dave Sheff, William Kinsel, Gregg Robert Veeh, Dave Sheff, William Kinsel, Gregg     
AlsdorffAlsdorffAlsdorffAlsdorff    
    
Back Row Back Row Back Row Back Row ---- Left to Right:  Left to Right:  Left to Right:  Left to Right:     
Keith Kinsel, Mike Haney, Lee Keyte, Greg Lumsden,Keith Kinsel, Mike Haney, Lee Keyte, Greg Lumsden,Keith Kinsel, Mike Haney, Lee Keyte, Greg Lumsden,Keith Kinsel, Mike Haney, Lee Keyte, Greg Lumsden,    
John Ziegler, John MinnickJohn Ziegler, John MinnickJohn Ziegler, John MinnickJohn Ziegler, John Minnick    







 

       

 

 

 

 

 

Ralph Bloomquest’s famous 58.  Lowest 
score posted for a Par 72 golf course at that 
time. 



 1955 1955 1955 1955 ---- 1956 1956 1956 1956    J. Robert SpringerJ. Robert SpringerJ. Robert SpringerJ. Robert Springer            1986198619861986        F. Phillip HospF. Phillip HospF. Phillip HospF. Phillip Hosp    

    1957195719571957        W. Donald ShawW. Donald ShawW. Donald ShawW. Donald Shaw            1987198719871987        Leo HeydorffLeo HeydorffLeo HeydorffLeo Heydorff    

    1958195819581958        Joseph A. PiumaJoseph A. PiumaJoseph A. PiumaJoseph A. Piuma            1988198819881988        Edward WaterburyEdward WaterburyEdward WaterburyEdward Waterbury    

    1959 1959 1959 1959 ---- 1960 1960 1960 1960    C.V. BecwarC.V. BecwarC.V. BecwarC.V. Becwar                1989198919891989        Robert DealRobert DealRobert DealRobert Deal    

    1961196119611961        Ralph S. ZaunRalph S. ZaunRalph S. ZaunRalph S. Zaun                1990199019901990        Robert W. Kummer, Jr.Robert W. Kummer, Jr.Robert W. Kummer, Jr.Robert W. Kummer, Jr.    

    1962196219621962        Harvey W. KruseHarvey W. KruseHarvey W. KruseHarvey W. Kruse            1991199119911991        Jack R. AttwoodJack R. AttwoodJack R. AttwoodJack R. Attwood    

    1963196319631963        Peter S. FryPeter S. FryPeter S. FryPeter S. Fry                1992199219921992        Jack HiltsJack HiltsJack HiltsJack Hilts    

    1964196419641964        Jarl NerdrumJarl NerdrumJarl NerdrumJarl Nerdrum                1993199319931993        Sebastiano SterpaSebastiano SterpaSebastiano SterpaSebastiano Sterpa    

    1965196519651965        Gordon A. MacDonaldGordon A. MacDonaldGordon A. MacDonaldGordon A. MacDonald        1994199419941994        Alan L. FrankAlan L. FrankAlan L. FrankAlan L. Frank    

    1966196619661966        William L. LhamonWilliam L. LhamonWilliam L. LhamonWilliam L. Lhamon            1995199519951995        Alfred W. MerkelAlfred W. MerkelAlfred W. MerkelAlfred W. Merkel    

    1967196719671967        Parnell S. CurryParnell S. CurryParnell S. CurryParnell S. Curry            1996199619961996        Olaf FalkenhagenOlaf FalkenhagenOlaf FalkenhagenOlaf Falkenhagen    

    1968196819681968        Eugene H. TaylorEugene H. TaylorEugene H. TaylorEugene H. Taylor            1997199719971997        Charles GelhaarCharles GelhaarCharles GelhaarCharles Gelhaar    

    1969196919691969        Cecil C. DeesCecil C. DeesCecil C. DeesCecil C. Dees                1998199819981998        David WerbelowDavid WerbelowDavid WerbelowDavid Werbelow    

    1970197019701970        William FerryWilliam FerryWilliam FerryWilliam Ferry                1999199919991999        Edward WhiteEdward WhiteEdward WhiteEdward White    

    1971197119711971        Richard DaughertyRichard DaughertyRichard DaughertyRichard Daugherty            2000200020002000        Raymond BoushieRaymond BoushieRaymond BoushieRaymond Boushie    

    1972197219721972        John C. ArgueJohn C. ArgueJohn C. ArgueJohn C. Argue                2001200120012001        Hal MillsHal MillsHal MillsHal Mills    

    1973197319731973        Olen I. KullOlen I. KullOlen I. KullOlen I. Kull                2002200220022002        Don Aldrich Sr.Don Aldrich Sr.Don Aldrich Sr.Don Aldrich Sr.    

    1974197419741974        Frank M. GuerinFrank M. GuerinFrank M. GuerinFrank M. Guerin            2003200320032003        Gregg AlsdorfGregg AlsdorfGregg AlsdorfGregg Alsdorf    

    1975197519751975        Clifford S. GodwinClifford S. GodwinClifford S. GodwinClifford S. Godwin            2004200420042004        Richard VollRichard VollRichard VollRichard Voll    

    1976197619761976        Jack MacDonaldJack MacDonaldJack MacDonaldJack MacDonald            2005200520052005        David BoyceDavid BoyceDavid BoyceDavid Boyce    

    1977197719771977        Hayes BowersHayes BowersHayes BowersHayes Bowers                2006200620062006        Bart CampbellBart CampbellBart CampbellBart Campbell    

    1978197819781978        Richard L. VanCleveRichard L. VanCleveRichard L. VanCleveRichard L. VanCleve            2007200720072007        George ReyesGeorge ReyesGeorge ReyesGeorge Reyes    

    1979197919791979        Alan R. WoodardAlan R. WoodardAlan R. WoodardAlan R. Woodard            2008200820082008        John OdellJohn OdellJohn OdellJohn Odell    

    1980198019801980        Warren B. PenlandWarren B. PenlandWarren B. PenlandWarren B. Penland            2009200920092009        Sunder RamaniSunder RamaniSunder RamaniSunder Ramani    

    1981198119811981        Don I. JohnsonDon I. JohnsonDon I. JohnsonDon I. Johnson            2010201020102010        Kevin J. MintieKevin J. MintieKevin J. MintieKevin J. Mintie    

    1982198219821982        Merlin E. RobertsonMerlin E. RobertsonMerlin E. RobertsonMerlin E. Robertson            2011201120112011        Michael MaloneMichael MaloneMichael MaloneMichael Malone    

    1983198319831983        Clyde E. TrittClyde E. TrittClyde E. TrittClyde E. Tritt                2012201220122012        John SchillerJohn SchillerJohn SchillerJohn Schiller    

    1984198419841984        Don R. AndersonDon R. AndersonDon R. AndersonDon R. Anderson    

    1985198519851985        Howard W. HillHoward W. HillHoward W. HillHoward W. Hill        

Oakmont’s Presidents 
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Past PresidentsPast PresidentsPast PresidentsPast Presidents    
    

Front Row Front Row Front Row Front Row ---- Left to Right: Left to Right: Left to Right: Left to Right:    
Olaf Falkenhagen, Edward White, John Schiller, David Boyce, Kevin Mintie,Olaf Falkenhagen, Edward White, John Schiller, David Boyce, Kevin Mintie,Olaf Falkenhagen, Edward White, John Schiller, David Boyce, Kevin Mintie,Olaf Falkenhagen, Edward White, John Schiller, David Boyce, Kevin Mintie,    
Sunder RamaniSunder RamaniSunder RamaniSunder Ramani    

    
Back Row Back Row Back Row Back Row ---- Left to Right: Left to Right: Left to Right: Left to Right:    
Gregg Alsdorf, Bart Campbell, George Reyes, Richard Voll, Hal Mills, Jack Hilts,Gregg Alsdorf, Bart Campbell, George Reyes, Richard Voll, Hal Mills, Jack Hilts,Gregg Alsdorf, Bart Campbell, George Reyes, Richard Voll, Hal Mills, Jack Hilts,Gregg Alsdorf, Bart Campbell, George Reyes, Richard Voll, Hal Mills, Jack Hilts,    
Don Aldrich, David Werbelow, Charles GelhaarDon Aldrich, David Werbelow, Charles GelhaarDon Aldrich, David Werbelow, Charles GelhaarDon Aldrich, David Werbelow, Charles Gelhaar    
 



  

 



A NEW CENTURY 
 

� � �  

 

     As the 21As the 21As the 21As the 21stststst Century dawned, it would have been  Century dawned, it would have been  Century dawned, it would have been  Century dawned, it would have been 

easy for Oakmont to rest on its laurels.   After all, easy for Oakmont to rest on its laurels.   After all, easy for Oakmont to rest on its laurels.   After all, easy for Oakmont to rest on its laurels.   After all, 

the club had survived a depression and a world the club had survived a depression and a world the club had survived a depression and a world the club had survived a depression and a world 

war not to mention flood and fire. war not to mention flood and fire. war not to mention flood and fire. war not to mention flood and fire.     

     It had a new clubhouse, a gym and a premiere      It had a new clubhouse, a gym and a premiere      It had a new clubhouse, a gym and a premiere      It had a new clubhouse, a gym and a premiere 

golf course.   Plans were being made to replace the golf course.   Plans were being made to replace the golf course.   Plans were being made to replace the golf course.   Plans were being made to replace the 

pro shop and bag/cart storage areas and enhance pro shop and bag/cart storage areas and enhance pro shop and bag/cart storage areas and enhance pro shop and bag/cart storage areas and enhance 

the pool area.the pool area.the pool area.the pool area.    

     It was a beautiful facility, owned by its mem-     It was a beautiful facility, owned by its mem-     It was a beautiful facility, owned by its mem-     It was a beautiful facility, owned by its mem-

bers, in good financial condition.bers, in good financial condition.bers, in good financial condition.bers, in good financial condition.    

     But a country club is also a business and it must      But a country club is also a business and it must      But a country club is also a business and it must      But a country club is also a business and it must 

continue to evolve, adapt and grow in order to continue to evolve, adapt and grow in order to continue to evolve, adapt and grow in order to continue to evolve, adapt and grow in order to 

compete with other clubs to attract new members.  compete with other clubs to attract new members.  compete with other clubs to attract new members.  compete with other clubs to attract new members.  

Oakmont’s presidents and boards understood this Oakmont’s presidents and boards understood this Oakmont’s presidents and boards understood this Oakmont’s presidents and boards understood this 

and proceeded accordingly.and proceeded accordingly.and proceeded accordingly.and proceeded accordingly.    

     The 18     The 18     The 18     The 18thththth hole was redesigned in 2000 and plans  hole was redesigned in 2000 and plans  hole was redesigned in 2000 and plans  hole was redesigned in 2000 and plans 

to refurbish the 3to refurbish the 3to refurbish the 3to refurbish the 3rdrdrdrd tee, a project which involved the  tee, a project which involved the  tee, a project which involved the  tee, a project which involved the 

club and the county flood control district, which club and the county flood control district, which club and the county flood control district, which club and the county flood control district, which 

each had easement rights, were under discussion.   each had easement rights, were under discussion.   each had easement rights, were under discussion.   each had easement rights, were under discussion.   

After two years of negotiations, the project was ap-After two years of negotiations, the project was ap-After two years of negotiations, the project was ap-After two years of negotiations, the project was ap-

proved only to be delayed at the last moment by proved only to be delayed at the last moment by proved only to be delayed at the last moment by proved only to be delayed at the last moment by 

the Department of Fish and Game who had to the Department of Fish and Game who had to the Department of Fish and Game who had to the Department of Fish and Game who had to 

conduct an inspection for nesting birds.   Our conduct an inspection for nesting birds.   Our conduct an inspection for nesting birds.   Our conduct an inspection for nesting birds.   Our 

feathered friends notwithstanding, the tee finally feathered friends notwithstanding, the tee finally feathered friends notwithstanding, the tee finally feathered friends notwithstanding, the tee finally 

opened for play in 2003.opened for play in 2003.opened for play in 2003.opened for play in 2003.    

     The club continued to host prestigious tourna-     The club continued to host prestigious tourna-     The club continued to host prestigious tourna-     The club continued to host prestigious tourna-

ments.  The Pac 10 Men’s Championship was ments.  The Pac 10 Men’s Championship was ments.  The Pac 10 Men’s Championship was ments.  The Pac 10 Men’s Championship was 

played at Oakmont in 2003.  UCLA won the team played at Oakmont in 2003.  UCLA won the team played at Oakmont in 2003.  UCLA won the team played at Oakmont in 2003.  UCLA won the team 

competition while individual honors went to the competition while individual honors went to the competition while individual honors went to the competition while individual honors went to the 

Bruin’s John Merrick, who, on the final day, eag-Bruin’s John Merrick, who, on the final day, eag-Bruin’s John Merrick, who, on the final day, eag-Bruin’s John Merrick, who, on the final day, eag-

led all the par 5s on his way to shooting a 63, a led all the par 5s on his way to shooting a 63, a led all the par 5s on his way to shooting a 63, a led all the par 5s on his way to shooting a 63, a 

course record.   course record.   course record.   course record.       

     In later years, the club would be the site of      In later years, the club would be the site of      In later years, the club would be the site of      In later years, the club would be the site of 

three U.S. Open qualifiers and would cothree U.S. Open qualifiers and would cothree U.S. Open qualifiers and would cothree U.S. Open qualifiers and would co----host the host the host the host the 

state amateur championship.state amateur championship.state amateur championship.state amateur championship.    

Oakmont lost its last link to its past in 2007 when Oakmont lost its last link to its past in 2007 when Oakmont lost its last link to its past in 2007 when Oakmont lost its last link to its past in 2007 when 

Don Young,  sonDon Young,  sonDon Young,  sonDon Young,  son----inininin----law of the club’s mercurial law of the club’s mercurial law of the club’s mercurial law of the club’s mercurial 

owner William Crenshaw and its manager begin-owner William Crenshaw and its manager begin-owner William Crenshaw and its manager begin-owner William Crenshaw and its manager begin-

ning in 1939,  passed away at the age of 99.ning in 1939,  passed away at the age of 99.ning in 1939,  passed away at the age of 99.ning in 1939,  passed away at the age of 99.    

 

CHARTING A NEW  COURSE 
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     Perhaps to most ambitious project undertaken      Perhaps to most ambitious project undertaken      Perhaps to most ambitious project undertaken      Perhaps to most ambitious project undertaken 

at Oakmont since its inception was the golf course at Oakmont since its inception was the golf course at Oakmont since its inception was the golf course at Oakmont since its inception was the golf course 

redesign.   redesign.   redesign.   redesign.       

     The beautiful course that members play today      The beautiful course that members play today      The beautiful course that members play today      The beautiful course that members play today 

had somewhat less than glamorous beginnings.    In had somewhat less than glamorous beginnings.    In had somewhat less than glamorous beginnings.    In had somewhat less than glamorous beginnings.    In 

fact, it began as a leaky pipe.fact, it began as a leaky pipe.fact, it began as a leaky pipe.fact, it began as a leaky pipe.    

     Beneath the fairways of Oakmont , the decades      Beneath the fairways of Oakmont , the decades      Beneath the fairways of Oakmont , the decades      Beneath the fairways of Oakmont , the decades 

old irrigation system was failing.   It had become old irrigation system was failing.   It had become old irrigation system was failing.   It had become old irrigation system was failing.   It had become 

antiquated and increasingly inefficient.antiquated and increasingly inefficient.antiquated and increasingly inefficient.antiquated and increasingly inefficient.    

     As the Green Committee wrestled with the      As the Green Committee wrestled with the      As the Green Committee wrestled with the      As the Green Committee wrestled with the 

problem, discussions expanded to include costs, problem, discussions expanded to include costs, problem, discussions expanded to include costs, problem, discussions expanded to include costs, 

other course improvements and the importance of other course improvements and the importance of other course improvements and the importance of other course improvements and the importance of 

having a longhaving a longhaving a longhaving a long----term plan.   The idea of a refurbished term plan.   The idea of a refurbished term plan.   The idea of a refurbished term plan.   The idea of a refurbished 

golf course was born.golf course was born.golf course was born.golf course was born.    

     “Lots of people put lots of time in on this pro-     “Lots of people put lots of time in on this pro-     “Lots of people put lots of time in on this pro-     “Lots of people put lots of time in on this pro-

ject,” said Al Frank, chairman of the golf course ject,” said Al Frank, chairman of the golf course ject,” said Al Frank, chairman of the golf course ject,” said Al Frank, chairman of the golf course 

enhancement project committee.   “There was lots enhancement project committee.   “There was lots enhancement project committee.   “There was lots enhancement project committee.   “There was lots 

of planning, good thinking and lively debate.”of planning, good thinking and lively debate.”of planning, good thinking and lively debate.”of planning, good thinking and lively debate.”    

     What was achieved was a plan that committee      What was achieved was a plan that committee      What was achieved was a plan that committee      What was achieved was a plan that committee 

members felt was well thought out, transparent with members felt was well thought out, transparent with members felt was well thought out, transparent with members felt was well thought out, transparent with 

no surprises, one they felt comfortable communi-no surprises, one they felt comfortable communi-no surprises, one they felt comfortable communi-no surprises, one they felt comfortable communi-

cating to the members.   The process took two cating to the members.   The process took two cating to the members.   The process took two cating to the members.   The process took two 

years.years.years.years.    

     Job No. 1 was finding an architect.  Seven or      Job No. 1 was finding an architect.  Seven or      Job No. 1 was finding an architect.  Seven or      Job No. 1 was finding an architect.  Seven or 

eight were interviewed and the list was quickly nar-eight were interviewed and the list was quickly nar-eight were interviewed and the list was quickly nar-eight were interviewed and the list was quickly nar-

rowed down.rowed down.rowed down.rowed down.    

     Brian Curley, of Schmidt      Brian Curley, of Schmidt      Brian Curley, of Schmidt      Brian Curley, of Schmidt ---- Curley Design, Inc.,  Curley Design, Inc.,  Curley Design, Inc.,  Curley Design, Inc., 

an architect with an extensive resume, was selected an architect with an extensive resume, was selected an architect with an extensive resume, was selected an architect with an extensive resume, was selected 

despite his assessment that “if it wasn’t for the bar-despite his assessment that “if it wasn’t for the bar-despite his assessment that “if it wasn’t for the bar-despite his assessment that “if it wasn’t for the bar-

ranca, power lines and polls, it would be a pretty ranca, power lines and polls, it would be a pretty ranca, power lines and polls, it would be a pretty ranca, power lines and polls, it would be a pretty 

good course.”good course.”good course.”good course.”    
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     The plan included new fairways, new bunkers, The plan included new fairways, new bunkers, The plan included new fairways, new bunkers, The plan included new fairways, new bunkers, 

new tees, redoing several holes and adding Cali-new tees, redoing several holes and adding Cali-new tees, redoing several holes and adding Cali-new tees, redoing several holes and adding Cali-

fornia native areas to soften the look of the bar-fornia native areas to soften the look of the bar-fornia native areas to soften the look of the bar-fornia native areas to soften the look of the bar-

ranca.ranca.ranca.ranca.    

     The membership approved the project by a      The membership approved the project by a      The membership approved the project by a      The membership approved the project by a 

vote of 226vote of 226vote of 226vote of 226----173.173.173.173.    

     The renovations begin in fall of 2008.   There      The renovations begin in fall of 2008.   There      The renovations begin in fall of 2008.   There      The renovations begin in fall of 2008.   There 

were a few bumps along the way.  Rains revealed were a few bumps along the way.  Rains revealed were a few bumps along the way.  Rains revealed were a few bumps along the way.  Rains revealed 

drainage problems.   Storm cleanup took longer drainage problems.   Storm cleanup took longer drainage problems.   Storm cleanup took longer drainage problems.   Storm cleanup took longer 

than expected.  The city of Glendale insisted on than expected.  The city of Glendale insisted on than expected.  The city of Glendale insisted on than expected.  The city of Glendale insisted on 

fire suppression measures in the restroom despite fire suppression measures in the restroom despite fire suppression measures in the restroom despite fire suppression measures in the restroom despite 

the fact that the only flammable material was toi-the fact that the only flammable material was toi-the fact that the only flammable material was toi-the fact that the only flammable material was toi-

let paper.let paper.let paper.let paper.    

     On the other hand, as Al Frank pointed out,      On the other hand, as Al Frank pointed out,      On the other hand, as Al Frank pointed out,      On the other hand, as Al Frank pointed out, 

“At least we didn’t find any Indian burial “At least we didn’t find any Indian burial “At least we didn’t find any Indian burial “At least we didn’t find any Indian burial 

grounds.”grounds.”grounds.”grounds.”    

     The course reopened for play in May of 2009.       The course reopened for play in May of 2009.       The course reopened for play in May of 2009.       The course reopened for play in May of 2009.  

And it came in under budget.And it came in under budget.And it came in under budget.And it came in under budget.    

 

OTHER NOTABLE NEW CENTURY  

DEVELOPMENTS 
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------------ A new management team consisting of General  A new management team consisting of General  A new management team consisting of General  A new management team consisting of General 

Manger Mike Hyler,  Head Pro John Milligan,  Manger Mike Hyler,  Head Pro John Milligan,  Manger Mike Hyler,  Head Pro John Milligan,  Manger Mike Hyler,  Head Pro John Milligan,  

Golf Course Superintendent Rick Holanda and Golf Course Superintendent Rick Holanda and Golf Course Superintendent Rick Holanda and Golf Course Superintendent Rick Holanda and 

Chef Pierangelo Ramponi were hired to guide the Chef Pierangelo Ramponi were hired to guide the Chef Pierangelo Ramponi were hired to guide the Chef Pierangelo Ramponi were hired to guide the 

club.club.club.club.    

------------ The Dining Room and Terrace Grill were re- The Dining Room and Terrace Grill were re- The Dining Room and Terrace Grill were re- The Dining Room and Terrace Grill were re-

furbished.furbished.furbished.furbished.    

------------ The first Oak Tree Tournament was played in  The first Oak Tree Tournament was played in  The first Oak Tree Tournament was played in  The first Oak Tree Tournament was played in 

2000, won by Oscar Campbell and Leo Heydorff.2000, won by Oscar Campbell and Leo Heydorff.2000, won by Oscar Campbell and Leo Heydorff.2000, won by Oscar Campbell and Leo Heydorff.    

------------ An Oakmont website was launched. An Oakmont website was launched. An Oakmont website was launched. An Oakmont website was launched.    

------------ In fashion news,  mock turtlenecks were pro- In fashion news,  mock turtlenecks were pro- In fashion news,  mock turtlenecks were pro- In fashion news,  mock turtlenecks were pro-

hibited, then quickly approved, presumably after hibited, then quickly approved, presumably after hibited, then quickly approved, presumably after hibited, then quickly approved, presumably after 

member outcry.   Denim made its appearance in member outcry.   Denim made its appearance in member outcry.   Denim made its appearance in member outcry.   Denim made its appearance in 

the club on Fridays.the club on Fridays.the club on Fridays.the club on Fridays.    

 

------------ A study was conducted to identify all the tangible  A study was conducted to identify all the tangible  A study was conducted to identify all the tangible  A study was conducted to identify all the tangible 

assets owned by the club and how long each can assets owned by the club and how long each can assets owned by the club and how long each can assets owned by the club and how long each can 

reasonably be expected to last before being re-reasonably be expected to last before being re-reasonably be expected to last before being re-reasonably be expected to last before being re-

placed.  The membership approved an assessment placed.  The membership approved an assessment placed.  The membership approved an assessment placed.  The membership approved an assessment 

that established a capital reserve fund to pay for the that established a capital reserve fund to pay for the that established a capital reserve fund to pay for the that established a capital reserve fund to pay for the 

replacement costs.replacement costs.replacement costs.replacement costs.    

------------ The clubs bylaws were revised and updated. The clubs bylaws were revised and updated. The clubs bylaws were revised and updated. The clubs bylaws were revised and updated.    

------------ Christie Kubicek was elected as the first female  Christie Kubicek was elected as the first female  Christie Kubicek was elected as the first female  Christie Kubicek was elected as the first female 

member of the Board of Directors.member of the Board of Directors.member of the Board of Directors.member of the Board of Directors.    

     Throughout history, it is the members who have      Throughout history, it is the members who have      Throughout history, it is the members who have      Throughout history, it is the members who have 

made Oakmont work and for 90 years they have made Oakmont work and for 90 years they have made Oakmont work and for 90 years they have made Oakmont work and for 90 years they have 

laid a solid foundation that will serve the club in the laid a solid foundation that will serve the club in the laid a solid foundation that will serve the club in the laid a solid foundation that will serve the club in the 

future. future. future. future.     

     It is well and good that we celebrate the anniver-     It is well and good that we celebrate the anniver-     It is well and good that we celebrate the anniver-     It is well and good that we celebrate the anniver-

sary of this special place.sary of this special place.sary of this special place.sary of this special place.    

 

THE FUTURE 
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                    Management and the Board of Directors haveManagement and the Board of Directors haveManagement and the Board of Directors haveManagement and the Board of Directors have    

strived to keep Oakmont competitive and wellstrived to keep Oakmont competitive and wellstrived to keep Oakmont competitive and wellstrived to keep Oakmont competitive and well    

positioned for the future.positioned for the future.positioned for the future.positioned for the future.    

     “The mission of Oakmont Country Club is to     “The mission of Oakmont Country Club is to     “The mission of Oakmont Country Club is to     “The mission of Oakmont Country Club is to    

Offer its membership and their guests a premier Offer its membership and their guests a premier Offer its membership and their guests a premier Offer its membership and their guests a premier 

golf, dining and social experience in a familygolf, dining and social experience in a familygolf, dining and social experience in a familygolf, dining and social experience in a family----

friendly environment.”friendly environment.”friendly environment.”friendly environment.”    
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