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CHANGING OF THE GUARD 
 

Long Time President Mac Wilson is Stepping Down . . .  

      

     Tim Lander
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Former President Mac Wilson, and new President Tim Lander 

 



  

. . . Tim Lander Becomes New Conservancy President  

 
 OLC Welcomes A New Office Manager: Amy Saylor  

 

 

 
 

      Following Mac’s decision to step away from his leadership role, the board elected Tim Lander as his  
successor in October. Tim has served on the Conservancy board since 2004, having volunteered in the  
preserves for several years prior to that. He spent ten years as board secretary and has been the preserve  
manager for the Airdrie Forest Preserve since 2006. He recently chaired the Accreditation Committee, which 
provided him with excellent insight into all operational aspects of the Conservancy, particularly in the areas of 
governance and finance. A Main Line native, now retired from a career as a software industry executive, Tim 
also serves as treasurer of the Tredyffrin Easttown Historical Society and president of the Friends of the  
Chester Valley Trail. He and his wife Karen live in Paoli, in a home adjacent to the Airdrie Forest Preserve.  
He looks forward to building on Mac’s legacy and sustaining the Conservancy’s track record of protecting  
native habitat in the Valley Creek watershed.          Tim Lander 

Scouts to the Rescue . . . Again! 

     Eagle Scout candidate Nathanael “Na” Chen completed a project  
in the western section of the Airdrie Forest Preserve. Increased  
stormwater runoff over the past few years created an erosion channel 
across the trail near the creek that runs through West Airdrie. The 
storms of fall 2022 resulted in enough additional erosion that trail  

safety was compromised. Na and his fellow Scouts from Troop  

Paoli 1 erected a small footbridge to carry the trail over the gully,  

with a handrail to provide increased security for trail users. The team 
also added a waterbar to divert runoff away from the trail, as well as  

a check dam within the gully itself. The latter structure is intended to 
impede stormwater and lessen the scouring that occurs with heavy 
rainfalls. Na did a great job in designing the project and managing it  

to completion.     Tim Lander 

    Amy Saylor was raised in Audubon, PA. She is a graduate of Methacton High 
School and Temple University. She moved to Chester County in 2016 with her  
husband and 2 small children to a property that borders Valley Creek Preserve. She is 
active with the PTO at Valley Forge Middle School and a committee member at BSA 
Troop Devon 50. Amy has been a member of the OLC since 2016 and began working 
for the OLC at the beginning of 2022 as the Office Manager. Amy enjoys kayaking 

and hiking with her family and is a frequent visitor to many of the OLC Preserves. 

 

 

We salute and thank Paoli 1, for their considerable efforts in service to our community by  

improving our open space and access to it - these projects exhibit the Conservancy’s long  

partnership with the local Scouting community.   
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     My inspiration in working in bluebird conservation came from my  
sister who worked tirelessly for many years in New York state to build and 
place nesting boxes throughout her county where the population was at risk 
due to habitat loss. Habitat loss is the single biggest factor in the decline of 
bluebirds due to the clearing of land and the cutting down of old trees for 
housing, commercial developments, highways and agriculture. Wooden 
fence posts that historically had provided nesting cavity opportunities have 
been replaced with metal posts. With these changes, the supply of natural 
nesting cavities for bluebirds and other native cavity nesters has been  
greatly reduced. Habitat loss was also compounded by the introduction into 
North America of two imported species—the European Starling and the 
House Sparrow (not to be confused with sparrows that are native to North 
America, such as the Song Sparrow, Tree Sparrow, etc.). Both starlings and 
House Sparrows are cavity nesters and will aggressively chase away or kill 
bluebirds. 
     I first encountered our local population at the 
Lorimer preserve one winter several years ago. 
Our preserves are ideal environments for the 
bluebird as they provide wide open prairie like 
fields for food sources and nesting. As bluebirds 

remain in our area year round they feed on  
insects in the summer and depend on wild berries in the winter. They will also come 
to feeders for mealworms and seeds yearlong but especially in winter. Our open 
fields with scattered trees and low or sparse ground cover are ideal habitats along 
with the fence line, wires, tree branches, or other sites where bluebirds can perch to 
search for food.  
      Bluebirds are cavity nesters and the boxes we have put out fit their specific 
needs for location, size and access for the birds. The boxes must be located in an 
open field area and the opening must be no more than 100ft from a tree, fence or 
bush in order for the newly born fledglings to reach a safe location when they 
emerge from the nesting boxes.  
      The bluebird makes a nest entirely of grass shaped like a sock so that the eggs 
sit at the bottom of the nesting box. They typically build their nest in late March to  
early April and lay their eggs (4-5) in the middle of April. The bluebirds generally 
hatch within 17 days of the first egg being laid and leave the nest 16-21 days after 
hatching.  
     They often compete with the tree swallows for the boxes so I generally place at least 2 boxes close to one 
another to allow for both bluebirds and tree swallows to nest (this is particularly true near the Lorimer pond). 
The boxes need to be monitored during breeding season for any issues and then cleaned out in late fall/early 
winter of all nesting material. The birds will often use the boxes for roosting in the winter during storms or 
very cold weather.                                 There are now 58 boxes spread out between Lorimer, Valley Creek and 

Cool Valley preserves. Many of the boxes were donated by Uhler’s Seed and 
Feed at 160 Lancaster Ave in Malvern. We continue to review the best place-
ment of the boxes and add additional ones every year based on the results of the 
nests. Please look for our beautiful bluebirds as you walk through the  
preserves – especially in the sunny mornings. Their color is outstanding.  
     If you have any interest in learning more about these beautiful birds and the 
conservation efforts and studies underway please go to the following websites: 
 

The Bluebird Society of Pennsylvania     http://www.thebsp.org/ 
North American Bluebird Society            http://www.nabluebirdsociety.org/  

 Bluebird Paradise! 

 

 

 

http://www.thebsp.org/


  

 

 openlandconservancy.org        

  610-647-5380 

facebook.com/openlandconservancy  

@openlandconserv  

CONNECT WITH US 
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Holiday Greetings  

to All!  

Please consider a year-end  

donation that will help keep 
our Treasures Secure!  

And thanks to those who have 
already donated! 

 

Vine Days Begin  
January 14! 

Check your email and 

the website.  


