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Remarks of a Student Exchange Program
between Two Sister Colleges of Pharmacy

Suzanne Lee, PharmD
Clinical Professor

Department of Pharmaceutics, School of Pharmacy, University of Washington, Seattle

I was very fortunate to participate in the student exchange program with our sister university, Kyoritsu
University, Faculty of Pharmacy, now Keio University, Faculty of Pharmacy since 2002.

In 2008, the Pharmacy education program switched to the six-year comparable to the US PharmD education
program standards. In the same year, Kyoritsu University merged with Keio University.

The following remarks highlight observations of Master degree students from Kyoritsu now Keio University,
during their short rotation at a US institutional setting.

It is often difficult to design a clinical program, during which time students from foreign countries with
English as a second language will acquire and ultimately achieve basic clinical skills. Pharmacy education in the
US, in general, emphasizes development of pharmacists to become clinicians, and delegate most dispensing and
distribution tasks to Pharmacy Technicians. Whereas, Pharmacy education in Japan focuses on Chemistry and
Science technology. As a result, pharmacists in Japan endorse responsibilities to ensure accurate dispersing of
prescriptions, or in drug research and development.

However, during the recent years, with the use of technology in prescription filling process, pharmacists in
Japan have more free time to move toward some clinical tasks.

It is observed for the past ten years, since the merging, with Keio University more rigorous standards in
selecting Pharmacy student candidates, all students from this college have successfully completed the basic
competencies of a short rotation at a US institutional setting. Language barrier is not a deterrent to the learning
process. Of note, the preceptor at this site (myself) closely supervise and challenge these students with the
similar clinical tasks and assignments described in the APPE rotations at a US school of Pharmacy. However, it is
regrettable to note that upon return to their homeland, very few pharmacists would be presented a career
opportunity to use and apply such clinical skills acquired during the overseas rotations.

I am very humble to be part of Keio University faculty in the development of arduous and self motivated
Pharmacy students. I am so proud year after year when I return to Japan and hear successful stories and celebrate
their achievements.

I am very fortunate because I get the opportunity to work with a dedicated and enthusiastic faculty and staff

who have proven to be true educators.

FR10BEFEWLA T
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