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Jewish People and Their Socio-economic Life in Modern Tianjin

Wang Lixin
(The School of Literature,Nankai University, Tianjin 300071,China)

Abstract: This paper discusses the background and course of Jewish people coming to Tianjin in
modern time as well as their life and communities in Tianjin economically, politically, religiously and
culturally. With evidences officially examined the author holds that they came at a time when Tianjin was
to become a treaty port and the emerging of foreign concessions there. The Jewish communities in
Tianjin were well-organized and centers for the Jewish people. In more than half a century, the Tianjin
Jewish communities took flexible and realistic policies so as to have their interests protected in an age
of turmoil and had their contributions in helping compatriot European Jewish refugees before and after
the WWII and supporting Zionism.
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