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STAR KEY

1   Ururangi

2   Waipuna-ā-rangi

3   Matariki

4   TupuārangI

5   Pōhutukawa

6   Tupuānuku

7   Waitī

8   Waitā

9   Hiwa-i-te-rangi

STEP 1 Get up extra early and drive out 
to your favourite stargazing spot. 
The best time to view them is 
just before dawn.

STEP 2 Locate Tautoru, the three stars 
of Orion’s Belt, or what is also 
known as the bottom of ‘The Pot’.

STEP 3 Draw an imaginary line through 
Tautoru, heading north until you 
arrive at Matariki.
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The locations of the stars and time and date of Matariki may vary depending on when and where they are viewed.



The M
atariki star cluster 

returns to our skies every 
year in Pipiri (June/July), 
m

arking the beginning 
of M

āori N
ew

 Year for the 
m

ajority of A
otearoa. It’s a 

tim
e to get together w

ith 
w

hānau, reflect on the past, 
celebrate the present, 
and plan for the future.
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S
ubarus have alw

ays helped 
Kiw

is explore the land. 
B

ut w
ith the return 

of M
atariki, w

e w
anted 

to help you navigate 
your w

ay around the 
sky too.

W
hy? The M

atariki cluster, 
or Pleiades, is in fact 

the sam
e cluster know

n 
in Japan as ‘S

ubaru’ 
- that’s it right there 

on our badge guiding 
every S

ubaru.

W
e’re on a journey 

to discover m
ore about 

this shared connection.
 G

iven the best w
ay to see 

the stars of M
atariki 

is out of tow
n, and the best 

w
ay to get there is in an 

A
ll-W

heel D
rive S

ubaru, 
w

e’ve created this m
ap 

to help you find them
. 

H
ere are som

e of the best stargazing spots around A
otearoa 

that S
ubaru can take you.
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M
atariki

refers to both the star cluster as a w
hole 

and a specific star, w
hich signifies reflection, 

hope, our connection to the environm
ent, 

and the health and w
ellbeing of people. 

is the star that serves as a rem
inder of 

those w
ho have passed on, encouraging 

us to take the tim
e to rem

em
ber them

 and 
acknow

ledge their im
pact on our lives.

Pōhutukaw
a

(“tupu” m
eans ‘to grow

’ and “nuku” is 
the shortened version of “Papatuanuku” 
m

eaning ‘E
arth’) is the star connected w

ith 
everything that grow

s in the ground to be 
harvested or gathered for food.

Tupuānuku

is the star associated w
ith food sources that 

com
e from

 the sky, such as birds, or fruit 
and berries from

 trees.
Tupuārangi

is connected w
ith all freshw

ater bodies 
and the food sources sustained by those 
w

aters. W
aitī w

atches over freshw
ater 

environm
ents such as aw

a (rivers), roto (lakes), 
kūkūw

ai (w
etlands), and w

aipuna (springs).

W
aitī

represents the ocean and the seafood 
that can be harvested from

 it. This star 
encourages us to respect our coasts, 
oceans and m

arine life. 
W

aitā 

is connected w
ith rain, hail and snow

.
W

aipuna-ā-rangi

is connected w
ith the various w

inds.
U

rurangi

is a w
ishing star, helping us to realise our 

hopes and aspirations for the com
ing year.
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Find out m
ore at subaru.co.nz/m

atariki

Kia pai tou tātou M
atariki.


