
Assyrian 

 

Assyrian language is the east Semitic dialect that evolved from Akkadian after 1950 B.C. The term 
Assyrian is sometimes incorrectly used for the Akkadian language as a whole because the first 
inscriptions in Akkadian to be found in modern times were discovered in the region that was ancient 
Assyria. 
 

Assyrians have used two languages throughout their history: ancient Assyrian (Akkadian), and Modern 
Assyrian (neo-Syriac). Akkadian was written with the cuneiform writing system, on clay tablets, and 
was in use from the beginning to about 750 B.C.  
 
By 750 B.C., a new way of writing, on parchment, leather, or papyrus, was developed, and the people 
who brought this method of writing with them, the Arameans, would eventually see their language, 
Aramaic, supplant Ancient Assyrian because of the technological breakthrough in writing. Aramaic 
was made the second official language of the Assyrian empire in 752 B.C. 
 
Currently SSWAHS Health Care Interpreter Service employs 2 FTE Arabic/Assyrian interpreters, and 
9 Assyrian sessional interpreters.  
 
Assyrian Alphabet:  
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