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The University of Akron:  A Proud Tradition

OThe Ohio Universalist Convention established a small, liberal arts 
college in Akron in 1870 and named it for one of the city’s prominent 
industrialists, John R. Buchtel. It was Buchtel who led a group of 100 

individuals and 13 businesses in a fundraising campaign to build the college. On 
July 4, 1871, thousands of area citizens turned out to witness the results of that 
initiative, joining in a great celebration as the cornerstone was laid for a single 
but impressive structure that constituted Buchtel College. Both a visionary and 
a pragmatist, Buchtel believed that the vigor of any city is closely tied to the 
proximity of a high quality institution of higher education. Decades of prog-
ress, both for the city and for the college he helped to launch, have proven him 
right. Today, The University of Akron — Ohio’s Polytechnic University is the 
region’s most influential public research university. With nearly 26,000 students 
and more than 300 associate, baccalaureate, and master’s degree programs 
and options, as well as 20 doctoral degree programs and four law degrees, UA 
offers career-focused, real-world learning opportunities that define the poly-
technic approach to education. From polymers and psychology, to engineering 
and communications, to business and education, UA brings together diverse 
backgrounds in ways that provide students with the skills that employers 
value. Since 1914, the University has been accredited by the North Central 
Association of Colleges and Schools, and it is currently classified at the highest 
level as a comprehensive, doctoral-degree-granting institution. Today, more 
than 170,000 of its alumni live and work around the world.

one



two

The University of AkronThe University of Akron
The Buchtel College of Arts and Sciences

By authority of the Board of Trustees and on recommendation
of the Faculty hereby confers upon

A. Worthy Student
The Degree of

Bachelor of Arts

Together with all the rights and privileges pertaining thereto.
Witness the seal of the University and the signature of its officers

Given at Akron, in the State of Ohio, this fifteenth day of August, 2015.

Chairman of the Board of Trustees

Secretary of the Board

President of the University

DeanSecretary of the Board

One of the oldest known diplomas awarded at The University of Akron.

A present-day diploma awarded at The University of Akron.

.University  Diplomas
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C
August 15 at 10 a.m. and 2 p.m.

Scott L. Scarborough, President of The University of Akron, Presiding

Prelude Music  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   	� Sonata pian’e forte  Giovanni Gabrieli 
Colonel Bogey March  Kenneth J. Alford 
Blues and Reel  Leonard Lebow  
	 The University of Akron Brass Choir

			   Tucker Jolly, Conductor 

Fanfare  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         	 Ceremonial Piece  William MacDavis
			   The University of Akron Brass Choir

Processional  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    	 (The audience will remain seated.)
		  Grand March  Giacomo Meyerbeer
		  Pomp and Circumstance  Sir Edward Elgar
		  Trumpet Voluntary  Jeremiah Clarke
			   The University of Akron Brass Choir

The National Anthem . . . . . . . . . . . . .            	 (The audience is invited to stand and sing.)
	  	   Led by Katherine Miller 
			     Student, School of Music
		    The University of Akron Brass Choir

Welcome and Introduction  . . . . .      	 Scott L. Scarborough
			   President, The University of Akron

Greetings  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       	 Member
			   Board of Trustees

Music  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           	� March  Leonard Lebow 
	 The University of Akron Brass Choir

Address to the Candidates  . . . . . .       	 Morning
		  Lieutenant Governor Mary Taylor (’90, ’98)
	 Afternoon
		�  State Representative Nicholas J. Celebrezze (’00)

America the Beautiful . . . . . . . . . . . .             	 (The audience will remain seated.)
		    Led by Katherine Miller 
			     Student, School of Music
		    The University of Akron Brass Choir

In the morning ceremony, there will be a presentation of degree candidates for the Buchtel College of Arts and  
Sciences, College of Engineering, College of Polymer Science and Polymer Engineering and College of Applied Science 
and Technology.
In the afternoon ceremony, there will be a presentation of degree candidates for the College of Education, College of 
Business Administration, College of Health Professions and Wayne College.

Summer 2015  Commencement Program
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The Presentation of 
Degree Candidates . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               	 The presentation of candidates for Doctoral Degrees
		  The presentation of candidates for Master’s Degrees
		  The presentation of candidates for Baccalaureate Degrees
		  The presentation of candidates for Associate Degrees
	� �Two Popular Cuban Themes  Leo Brouwer 

Three Pavanes  Luis Milan 
A Fancy  John Dowland 
Lachrimae Pavane  John Dowland 
Danza Brasilera  Jorge Morel  
Misionera  Fernando Bustamente  
Sonata K. 322  Domenico Scarlatti 
Prelude and Fugue BWV 998  J.S. Bach 
Parazula  Celso Machado 

		  Jeremy Avalos – Guitar
The Alma Mater . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  	� (The audience is invited to stand and sing. See Page 34.)
	  		   Led by Katherine Miller 
		 	      The University of Akron Brass Choir
Welcome of the  
Alumni Association 
to the Class of 2015  . . . . . . . . . . . . .              	 Matthew Akers (’00)
		  Director Alumni Relations and Student Engagement
Student Response  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                	 Morning
		  Erica A. Piper
	 Afternoon
		  Frank A. Laury IV
The Akron Blue and Gold . . . . . . . . .          	 The University of Akron Brass Choir
Announcements . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  	 Scott L. Scarborough
Postlude and Recessional  . . . . . . .        	� (The audience will be seated.)
	 Suite by Tylman Susato
	 	 The University of Akron Brass Choir

*Presentation of candidates is in the order of college founding date.
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Academic Processional & 
Ceremonial Customs

The ceremonial customs of commencement, rooted in centuries-old tradition, are described below.

Processional
The academic processional is an 
official prelude to the commence-
ment ceremony. The University 
marshal leads the procession, 
bearing the University Mace, 
which represents the authority 
of both the University and the 
state. Following the University 
marshal are the members of 
the platform party including 
trustees, recipient(s) of honorary 
degrees, and the president of the 
University who wears a medal-
lion with inscriptions represent-
ing the history of the state and 
the University. Next come the 
members of the faculty followed 
by the degree candidates.

The marching order of candi-
dates customarily ref lects the 
historical order in which the 
various colleges or schools of 
the University were established. 
Led by marshals, the candidates 
for degrees march in with their 
respective colleges.

Academic Attire
The academic regalia worn at 
commencement are of medieval 
origin. The scholars of Bologna, 
Paris, Oxford, Cambridge and 
Heidelberg dressed in a manner  
to distinguish themselves 
from the merchants and other 
townspeople. When the univer
sities first first arose in the 
11th century, “learned clerks” 
robed themselves in gowns, caps 
and hoods, thus signifying the 
distinction between “town” and 
“gown.” As additional universi-
ties came into being, professors 
adopted distinctive forms of 
the gown and hood for bachelor’s, 
master’s, and doctoral degrees. 

These customs are ref lected in 
today’s commencement attire. 
In Europe, a professor generally 

wears the type of garment cus-
tomary in the university where he 
or she is lecturing. In the United 
States, however, professors wear 
the gown and hood of the univer-
sity where they earned their high-
est degree. All commencement 
ceremony participants at The 
University of Akron are attired in 
the appropriate academic apparel. 
University marshals are distin-
guished by their blue and gold 
robes and Elizabethan caps.

Caps and Tassels
The cap, also called the mortar-
board, may have been derived 
from the squarish cap worn by 
the masons of the Middle Ages, 
or perhaps was suggested by the 
shape of the books which occu-
pied so much of the scholar’s 
time. In the United States, the cap 
is usually f lat and square in shape. 
In Europe, one sometimes sees 
caps of other varieties. Attached 
to a button atop the mortarboard 
is a tassel: associates are often 
silver in color; bachelor’s and 
master’s are black or of a color 
appropriate to the college from 
which the candidate is being 
graduated; and doctor’s are 
usually golden.

Gowns
Originally, the gown may simply 
have been a type of overcoat to 
protect the teacher from the cold  
in unheated buildings. The cut  
or style appears to derive from 
ecclesiastical attire and most 
often is black. The associates and 
bachelor’s gowns generally have  
a closed front and open sleeves. 
The master’s gown more often has 
long, closed sleeves, from which 
the arms extend through a slit at 
the wrist. The doctor’s gown is 
faced down the front with velvet 

panels and has bell-shaped sleeves 
adorned with three velvet bars.

Hoods
A triangular fold of cloth worn 
over the back of the gown, the 
hood is faced with colors which 
denote the field of study repre-
sented by the wearer’s degree. 
The colors of the lining indicate 
the college or academic discipline 
in which the degree is granted. 
Recipients of the doctor of phi-
losophy degree wear royal blue 
hoods, and their caps feature 
golden tassels. Those who have 
earned the doctor of education 
degree wear light blue hoods and 
tassels.

Colors
The various colleges and 
academic disciplines of 
The University of Akron are 
represented by the following hood 
and tassel colors:

Black	� Applied Science 
and Technology, 
Bachelor’s

Drab	 Business

Gold	� Polymer Science  
and Polymer 
Engineering

Green	� Health Professions

Light Blue	 Education

Orange	 Engineering

Purple	 Law

Silver	� Applied Science and 
Technolgy and 
Wayne College 
Associate’s

White	� Arts and Sciences 
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Banners
The impressive backdrop for the 
ceremony consists of the banners 
of the nine colleges and the 
Graduate School. Each banner 
bears the name and founding  
date of the college it represents. 
Banners were first instituted at 
The University of Akron in the 
spring of 1995.

The University Seal  
and the  
Presidential  
Medallion
A seal is an emblem, symbol or  
word that certifies or authenticates 
a document. The use of official  
seals dates back to the Norman 
Conquest in 1066. During the  
next century, seals were used 
throughout England to authen-
ticate documents. Persons of  
rank had unique seals befitting 
their status. Most seals were 
circular or oval-shaped with 
heraldic designs embossed on  
their faces.

The use of seals became part  
of academic tradition in the 
medieval university and continues 
to the present. The University  
of Akron, for example, displays  
its seal on diplomas presented  
to its graduates.

The coat of arms shown on the 
University’s seal includes an open 
book and quill, representative of 
the University’s original liberal 
arts curriculum. A lamp of learn-
ing shown against a city skyline 
depicts the University’s metropol-
itan setting. Three diagonal bars 
represent the private, municipal 
and state stages of the University’s 
history. The phoenix, a mythi-
cal bird that is consumed by fire 
and rises from its ashes to achieve 
greater glory, is a tribute to the 
University’s rebirth following the 
devastating fire of 1899. The seal 
also displays the original Buchtel 
College motto, Fiat Lux (let there 
be light).

The Presidential Medallion 
was presented by the Alumni 
Association in 1970, commemo-
rating the University’s centen-
nial. The medallion is a symbol 
of the authority of the president, 
as bestowed by the Board of 
Trustees, that traditionally is 
worn by the president on impor-
tant ceremonial occasions.

The Ceremonial Mace
The Ceremonial Mace was 
presented to The University of 
Akron by the Alumni Association 
on Founders Day 1970, in recog-
nition of the University’s found-
ing 100 years earlier as Buchtel 
College.

Since ancient times, maces have 
been symbols of authority for  
many academic and governmental 
bodies. The University of Akron’s 
Ceremonial Mace is carried by 
the University marshal at all 
formal academic occasions.

The most distinguishing feature 
of the Ceremonial Mace is the 
aforementioned rising phoenix, 
an apt symbol for the University, 
which was rebuilt, through the 
generous support of alumni and 
the community, from the ashes of 
Buchtel College after it burned 
down in 1899. 

Ceremonial 
Mace

University Seal
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University  Board of Trustees

Trustees
Jonathan T. Pavloff

Chair
Jennifer E. Blickle (’73)

Vice Chair
Roland H. Bauer, j.d. (’09*)

Vice Chair
Alfred V. Ciraldo, m.d. (’76)
Olivia P. Demas, j.d. (’91, ’95)
Ralph J. Palmisano, j.d. (’70)
Warren L. Woolford (’74)
Richard W. Pogue, j.d. (’04*)

Chair Emeritus

*Honorary Doctorate

Student Trustees
Garrett E. Dowd
Matthew R. Hull

Advisory Trustees
Anthony J. Alexander (’72, ’75, ’09*)
Sandra Pianalto (’76, ’98*)

Officers of the Board
Paul A. Herold (’78, ’99)
	 Secretary of the Board 
	   Special Assistant to the President

Ted A. Mallo, j.d. (’67, ’68, ’72)
	 Assistant Secretary of the Board  
	   Vice President and General Counsel

Officers
Scott L. Scarborough
	 President

W. Michael Sherman
	� Senior Vice President, Provost 

  and Chief Operating Officer

Lawrence J. Burns
	� Vice President for Advancement

Ted Curtis
	� Vice President for Capital Planning  

  and Facilities Management

Ted A. Mallo (’67, ’68, ’72)
	 Vice President and General Counsel

Nathan J. Mortimer
	� Vice President for Finance and  

 � Administration and  
Chief Financial Officer

Deans
Chand K. Midha
	� Buchtel College of Arts and Sciences  

  (Executive) and 
  Graduate School (Interim)

Ravi Krovi
	� College of Business Administration

Susan G. Clark (’05)
	� College of Education (Interim)

Rex D. Ramsier (’87, ’89)
	 College of Engineering (Interim)

David Gordon
	� College of Health Professions

Eric J. Amis
	� College of Polymer Science and  

  Polymer Engineering 

Lakeesha K. Ransom
	 Honors College

Matthew J. Wilson
	� School of Law

Todd A. Rickel
	 College of Applied Science  
	   and Technology (Executive) and 
	   Wayne College

Phyllis G. O’Connor (’76)
	 University Libraries (Interim)

University  Officers & Deans
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University  Marshals

August 15, 2015 
Morning
Marshal
Cheryl Slusarczyk

Associate Marshals
Donald Appleby
Patricia Eaglewolf
Kathryn Vasko

Faculty Marshal
James McHugh

Assistant Marshals
Christina Bloniarz
Curtis Clemons
Lawrence Gilpatric
Galen Karriker
William Landis
Joseph Li Vecchi
Marcia Main
Thomas Neal
John Reeves
Neil Sapienza
John Senko
Denise Testa
Gang Zhao 

August 15, 2015 
Afternoon
Marshal
Lisa Lenhart

Associate Marshals
Donald Appleby
Patricia Eaglewolf
Mary Myers

Faculty Marshal 
William McHenry

Assistant Marshals
Kelly Chaff
Sherry Gamble
Marlene Huff
Kristine Kraft
Anne Jorgensen
Richard Maringer
Deborah Owens
Debbie Ricks
Nancy Roadruck
Hak Joon Song
Becky Thomas
Michele Thornton
Kelly Wade 

Morning
	 Laurie S. Thorpe
		�  Associate Vice President, Enrollment Management

	 Christine R. Curry
	�	  Director, Development
		� 

University  Orators

The names of candidates for degrees will be read by:

Afternoon
	 David A. Harris
		�  Academic Encourager, Student Success

	 John C. Lanshe
		�  Associate Director, Center for Academic Advising 

  and Student Success
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University  Faculty Representatives

Morning
Guy Bordo
Homero Castaneda-Lopez
George Chase
H. Mike Cheung
Jae-Won Choi
Kathleen Clark
Michael Collard
Raymond Cox III
Enoch Damson
Janette Dill
Sasa Dordevic
Shirong Du
Mark Fridline
Lesley Gordon
Sadhan Jana
Abraham Joy
Lu-Kwang Ju
Thomas Kellar
R. Scott Lillard
Amy Milsted 
Francisco Moore
Michael Nelson
Donald Ott
Dee Dee Pitts
Robert Pope
Coleen Pugh
Judit Puskas
Linda Saliga
Larry Shubat
Suzette Speight
Junliang Tao
Claire Tessier
David Tokar
Eric Wasserman
Wiley Youngs
Shannon Zentall
Lan Zhang

Afternoon
Bhanu Balasubramnian
Andrew Bernat
Rebecca Bidinotto
Jill Bisco
Marcus Braga-Alves
Jeong Hoon Choi
Terry Daugherty
Federico DeGregorio
Michelle Dumpe
Michele Enlow
Amber Ferris
Gary Holliday
Todd Houston
Karin Jordan
Heather Katafiasz
Linda McArcle
Annette Mitzel
Debmalya Mukherjee
Rikki Patton
Victor Pinheiro
Brian Radesic
Tracy Riley
John Roncone II
Linda Shanks
Suzette Speight
Andrew Thomas
Ingrid Weigold 

	 Lori Palmer

University  Interpreter

The commencement ceremonies will be interpreted by:

C
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CLieutenant Governor Mary Taylor will address the candidates for the morning ceremony.

Mary Taylor
Mary Taylor was sworn in as Ohio’s 65th Lieutenant Governor January 10, 2011, the same 

day Ohio Governor John R. Kasich named her to lead Ohio’s Common Sense Initiative (CSI) to 
reform Ohio’s regulatory policies, as well as to serve as director of the Ohio Department of Insurance. 
Through these two assignments, Taylor has been committed to making Ohio a jobs- and business-
friendly state. On January 12, 2015, Kasich and Taylor were sworn in to their second term in office. 

CSI reviews Ohio’s regulatory system to eliminate excessive and duplicative rules that stand 
in the way of job creation. Both CSI and the Department of Insurance present unique challenges, but 
Taylor is no stranger to taking on tough assignments. 

In 2006, Taylor was the first certified public accountant to be elected to serve as auditor of 
state, and she transformed the office into a nationally recognized, 21st-century government auditing 
firm. The National White Collar Crime Center praised Taylor for her excellence in fighting and 
preventing fraud, and for recovering millions in misspent tax dollars. The Ohio Society of CPAs 
called Taylor one of their “most influential” members.

Elected to the state legislature in 2002, and re-elected in 2004, Taylor was instrumental 
in passing Ohio’s 2005 tax reform package that reduced personal income taxes by 21 percent. The 
measure also eliminated the tangible personal property tax, the corporate franchise tax and the 
inventory tax imposed on businesses. She was a member of the House Finance, Ways and Means, and 
Education committees and was recognized by the United Conservatives of Ohio as a “Watchdog of 
the Treasury.” The National Federation of Independent Business, the nation’s largest small-business 
group, also named Taylor a “Guardian of Small Business” for her outstanding voting record on behalf 
of Ohio’s small-business owners.

Taylor earned both a bachelor’s degree in accounting and a master’s degree in taxation 
from The University of Akron. She began her career in 1990 with Deloitte and Touche, one of the 
“big four” national accounting firms. She joined the Akron firm of Bober, Markey, Fedorovich & 
Company in 1994, where she served as director of the firm’s tax department and senior manager of the 
employee benefits practice.

She’s been called an expert on state budget issues by the Columbus Dispatch, and her 
hometown newspaper, the Suburbanite, identified her as one of Summit County’s “most influential 
women.” 

Taylor is a lifelong resident of northeast Ohio, where she lives with her husband, Don, and 
their sons, Michael and Joe.

The University of Akron 
Commencement Speaker



CState Representative Nicholas J. Celebrezze will address the candidates for the afternoon ceremony.

Nicholas J. Celebrezze
Nicholas J. Celebrezze is the assistant minority leader of the Ohio House of Representatives, 

representing District 15. He was elected in 2015, having become a member of the Ohio General 
Assembly in 2012. Public service has long been a passion for him, beginning with his position as a 
Cuyahoga County probation officer in 2000. In 2004, he became an assistant county prosecutor, 
spending the early days of his career handling criminal cases ranging from aggravated murder, theft 
and crimes of violence to prosecuting child support violators and crimes against families. 

In 2006, he formed a small, family-owned law firm, focusing his practice primarily on  
family law issues ranging from divorce, dissolution of marriage, child custody, visitation, child support, 
spousal support, defense of domestic violence victims and the division of marital estates. Celebrezze 
was elected a City of Parma councilman in 2006, serving until 2012. He was a member of the Ohio 
Institution Inspection Committee from 2013 to 2015, ensuring that our state’s prison and rehabilitation 
system exceeded national standards. Named in 2013 as a Fellow of the Bowhay Institute for Legislative 
Leadership through the Council of State Governments, he was one of only three Ohioans to garner 
this recognition. 

Celebrezze is also active throughout the northeast Ohio community as a member of the 
Parma Bar Association, the Ohio Bar Association, the National Conference of State Legislatures and 
the Justinian Forum. He is the elected chairman of Partizan Akron Sports Club, which encourages 
sportsmanship and public service throughout northeast Ohio. He was elected by the citizens of Parma 
to serve on the Parma City Charter Commission in 2003. He has since proudly donated his time every 
year to the Parma Animal Shelter Adopt-a-thon.

In September 2011, he was named the official color commentator for local television high 
school soccer matches for PAC-TV.  In 2015, he was appointed as a commissioner on the Ohio 
Commission on Fatherhood.

Celebrezze graduated cum laude from The University of Akron, where he earned a 
bachelor’s degree in political science, interning through the Bliss Institute of Applied Politics during 
his undergraduate career. He went on to earn his Juris Doctor from Cleveland State University’s 
Cleveland-Marshall College of Law.

This year Celebrezze joined McCarthy, Lebit, Crystal & Liffman Co., L.P.A. as an attorney 
of counsel in the family law, and sports and entertainment divisions, and he was selected as a Super 
Lawyer Rising Star of Family Law in Ohio.

The University of Akron 
Commencement Speaker

twelve



University Scholars
University Scholars have 
completed the graduation 
requirements of their baccalaure-
ate majors and of the Honors 
College with cumulative quality 
point ratios of at least 3.40. The 
Honors College encourages and 
assists exceptionally talented 
students to achieve high dis-
tinction in academic work from 
freshman through senior levels 
and fosters respect and appre
ciation for superior intellectual 
achievement. University Scholars 
have completed honors courses, 
an honors colloquium sequence 
and individually designed senior 
honors projects. 
Palvir K. Baadh
Nicholas B. Bordo
Lowell T. Boyd III
Duncan A. Campbell
Katie M. Constantine
Katie Ellen Fleck
Daniel J. Giorgio
Zachary E. Hier
Sarah E. Loeser
Tyler S. Mashek
Jaehla M. Meacham
Neil K. Mehta
Nicholas J. Muffet
Amanda M. Palecek
Ryan W. Pearce
Aaron M. Shaum
John E. Smith
Jonah M. Spoerndle
Katie L. Wojciechowski

Graduation  
With Distinction
To graduate with distinction, 
students must have maintained 
specified levels of academic 
achievement directly related 
to quality points earned for all 
undergraduate courses taken.  
The maximum quality point ratio 
possible is 4.00.
To qualify for these honors 
distinctions, students must be 
receiving a baccalaureate degree, 
having earned a minimum  
of 60 credits at The University 
of Akron; or an associate degree, 
having completed a minimum 
of 30 credits at The University 
of Akron.
The honors levels for each group 
are described as follows.

Baccalaureate  
Honors Designation
Summa Cum Laude— 
quality point ratio of 3.80 to 4.00
Magna Cum Laude— 
quality point ratio of 3.60 to 3.79
Cum Laude— 
quality point ratio of 3.40 to 3.59

Associate  
Honors Designation
With Highest Distinction— 
quality point ratio of 3.80 to 4.00
With High Distinction— 
quality point ratio of 3.60 to 3.79
With Distinction— 
quality point ratio of 3.40 to 3.59

Graduation  With Honors

thirteen
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fourteen

Caroline M. Davis
Chemistry
BS, Walsh University;  
MS, The University of Akron
Dissertation: “Investigation and 
Characterization of Protein-
Ligand Interactions”
Adviser: Dr. Thomas C. Leeper

Nicholas A. Johnson
Chemistry
BA, Skidmore College
Dissertation: “Phosphazenes: 
From Polymers to Superbases”
Adviser: Dr. Claire A. Tessier

Nicole L. Johnson-Quay
Counseling Psychology
BS, John Carroll University;  
MA, The University of Akron
Dissertation: “Measuring Rape 
Culture with College Students and 
Its Role in Bystander Intervention”
Adviser: Dr. Dawn M. Johnson

Andrew F. Lam
Industrial/Organizational Psychology
BA, MA, The University of Akron
Dissertation: “Influencing 
Interviewer Perceptions in an 
Employment Interview: An 
Examination of the Impact of 
Interviewer-Applicant Regulatory 
Focus Congruence”
Adviser: Dr. Dennis Doverspike

Kasey D. Lansberry
Sociology
BA, Baldwin Wallace College;  
MA, The University of Akron
Dissertation: “The Intersection 
of Gender, Race, and Place in 
Welfare Participation and Labor 
Market Discrimination: A 
Comparative Analysis of Welfare-
to-Work Programs”
Advisers: Dr. Tiffany Taylor and 
Dr. Kathryn Feltey

Hope Michelle Moore
Urban Studies and Public Affairs
BGS, Youngstown State University; 
MA, The University of Akron
Dissertation: “An Examination of 
Civic Engagement Among Former 
Offenders and the Relationship of 
Social Capital and Trust in Civic 
Institutions Post-Release”
Adviser: Dr. Raymond W. Cox III

Patrick O. Wagers
Chemistry
BS, MS, The University of Akron
Dissertation: “Synthesis, 
Characterization, and Biological 
Activity of Mono- and 
Bisimidazolium Salts”
Adviser: Dr. Wiley J. Youngs

Ashley R. Wain
Integrated Bioscience
BS, Kent State University;  
MS, MSE, The University of Akron
Dissertation: “An Integrated View 
of Metazoan Evolution”
Adviser: Dr. Francisco Moore

August 15, 2015 
Morning
Buchtel College  
of Arts and Sciences
Founded 1870

Executive Dean Chand Midha

Doctor of Philosophy

Ahlam A. Alalwiat
Chemistry
BS, Colleges of Science for Girls, 
Saudi Arabia; MS, Western Illinois 
University; MS, The University of 
Akron
Dissertation: “Mass Spectrometry 
Methods for the Analysis of 
Biodegradable Hybrid Materials”
Adviser: Dr. Chrys Wesdemotis

Alissa M. Banyasz
Counseling Psychology
BA, Ashland University;  
MA, The University of Akron
Dissertation: “Predicting Religious 
Ethnocentrism of Christians 
Towards Non-Christians: Testing 
a More Comprehensive Model”
Adviser: Dr. David Tokar

Peter B. Barr
Sociology
BA, MA, The University of Akron
Dissertation: “Neighborhood 
Context and Mental Health Over 
the Early Life”
Advisers: Dr. Matthew T. Lee and 
Dr. Adrianne Frech

Justin S. Brantner
Integrated Bioscience
BAE, MS, The University of Akron
Dissertation: “Microbial 
Treatment Strategies: An 
Integrative Approach”
Adviser: Dr. Amy Milsted

Candidates for  Doctoral Degrees
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fifteen

College of Engineering
Founded 1914

Interim Dean Rex D. Ramsier

Doctor of Philosophy

Felix C. Blebo
Engineering – Civil
BS, Kwame Nkrumah University of 
Science and Technology, Ghana;  
MS, The University of Akron
Dissertation: “Damage-Free 
Seismic-Resistant Self-Centering 
Friction-Damped Braced Frames 
with Buckling-Restrained 
Columns”
Adviser: Dr. David A. Roke

Yajie Chen
Engineering – Chemical
BS, Tianjin University, China
Dissertation: “Sulfate Reducing 
Bacteria-Induced Corrosion on 
Carbon Steel”
Adviser: Dr. Lu-Kwang Ju

Mustafa Umut Culcuoglu
Engineering – Mechanical
BS, University of Gaziantep, Turkey; 
MS, The University of Akron
Dissertation: “Reengineering 
Community Based Chronic Care 
Delivery Systems: Theory and 
Applications”
Adviser: Dr. Shengyong Wang

William A. Holik
Engineering – Civil
BS, MS, The University of Akron
Dissertation: “Winter Operations 
Optimization and Asset 
Management for the State of 
Ohio”
Adviser: Dr. William Schneider

Ahmad I. Karayan
Engineering – Chemical
BE, University of Indonesia;  
ME, Chonnam National University, 
South Korea
Dissertation: “Exfoliation 
Corrosion Susceptibility and 
Mechanisms of AL-LI 2060 
Aluminum Lithium Alloy in 
Acidic Media”
Adviser: Dr. Homero Castaneda

Farid Khalil Arya
Engineering – Civil
BS, Urmia University, Iran;  
MS, Tarbiat Modares University, Iran
Dissertation: “Temporal and 
Spatial Dependence Analysis of 
Water Quality Time Series”
Adviser: Dr. Lan Zhang

Cong Li
Engineering – Chemical
BS, Beijing University of Chemical 
Technology, China
Dissertation: “Development of 
Multiple Processes to Cultivate 
Phagotrophic Algae with 
Wastewater Organics and Waste 
Activated Sludge”
Adviser: Dr. Lu-Kwang Ju

Peng Liu
Engineering – Civil
BSCE, Tongji University, China;  
MS, The University of Akron
Dissertation: “Development 
and Evaluation of a Signal 
Coordination Algorithm for 
Improved Traffic Corridor and 
Network Performance”
Adviser: Dr. Ping Yi

Babak Lotfizadehdehkordi
Engineering – Mechanical
BS, Shahrekord University, Iran;  
ME, University of Malaya, Malaysia
Dissertation: “Rheology and 
Tribology of Lubricants with 
Polymeric Viscosity Modifiers”
Adviser: Dr. Gary L. Doll

Alexander R. Maistros
Engineering – Civil
BS, MS, The University of Akron
Dissertation: “A Multi-level 
Statistical Analysis of Impaired 
Driving Crashes and Law 
Enforcement Countermeasures”
Adviser: Dr. William Schneider

Mehdi Maleki Pirbazari
Engineering – Electrical
BSEE, MS, Amirkabir University of 
Technology, Iran
Dissertation: “Space Modulation: 
Signal Design and Performance 
Evaluation”
Adviser: Dr. Hamid Bahrami

Gabriel M. Manzo
Engineering – Chemical
BS, MS, The University of Akron
Dissertation: “Comparison 
of Nonwoven Fiberglass and 
Stainless Steel Microfiber Media 
in Aerosol Coalescence Filtration”
Adviser: Dr. George G. Chase

Ali Moradkhany
Engineering – Civil
BS, University of Tehran, Iran;  
MS, Amirkabir University of 
Technology, Iran
Dissertation: “Minimizing the 
Parking Search Time on Urban 
University Campuses Through 
Proactive Class Assignment”
Adviser: Dr. Ping Yi

Zahra Najafi
Engineering – Biomedical
BS, MS, University of Tehran, Iran
Dissertation: “Development of 
New Treatment Modalities for 
Kidney/Ureter Stones”
Advisers: Dr. Ajay M. Mahajan 
and Dr. Alhilash J. Chandy

Nilanka T. Rajapaksha
Engineering – Electrical
BSE, University of Moratuwa, Sri 
Lanka
Dissertation: “Wave-Digital Filter 
Based Circuits for Beamforming 
and RF-FPGAS”
Adviser: Dr. Arjuna Madanayake

Soroosh Soltani Dashtbozorg
Engineering – Chemical
BS, Sharif University of Technology, 
Iran; MS, Shiraz University, Iran
Dissertation: “Application 
of Rhamnolipid as an 
Environmentally Friendly 
Biopesticide”
Adviser: Dr. Lu-Kwang Ju

Brandon A. Stakleff
Engineering – Civil
BS, MS, The University of Akron
Dissertation: “Mapping the Future 
of Motor-Vehicle Crashes”
Adviser: Dr. William H Schneider 
IV
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Aaron J. Stenta
Engineering – Applied Mathematics
BS, Shepherd University, WV;  
MS, The University of Akron
Dissertation: “Species Dependent 
Modeling of Crevice Corrosion 
Systems”
Adviser: Dr. Gerald Young

Morteza Vatani
Engineering – Mechanical
BS, Isfahan University of Technology, 
Iran; MS, Amirkabir University of 
Technology, Iran
Dissertation: “Additive 
Manufacturing of Stretchable 
Tactile Sensors: Processes, 
Materials, and Applications”
Adviser: Dr. Jae-Won Choi

Hui Wang
Engineering – Civil
BS, MS, Tongji University, China
Dissertation: “Modelling of 
External Corrosion Propagation 
for Buried Pipelines Based on 
Stochastic Processes”
Adviser: Dr. Robert Liang

Ayako Yajima
Engineering – Civil
BS, MS, The Pennsylvania State 
University
Dissertation: “Assessment of 
Soil Corrosion in Underground 
Pipeline Via Statistical Inference”
Adviser: Dr. Robert Liang

Yanfei Zhao
Engineering – Civil
BS, Zhengzhou University, China
Dissertation: “Fundamental 
Solutions and Numerical 
Modeling of Internal and 
Interfacial Defects in Magneto-
Electro-Elastic Bi-Materials”
Adviser: Dr. Ernian Pan

Wenda Zhou
Engineering – Biomedical
BM, Sichuan University, China;  
MSR, Saint Louis University, MO
Dissertation: “Strategies to 
Prompt Cellular Response 
to Its Environment in Tissue 
Engineering”
Adviser: Dr. Rebecca Kuntz 
Willits

College of  
Polymer Science and 
Polymer Engineering
Founded 1988

Dean Eric J. Amis

Doctor of Philosophy

Murat Bakan
Polymer Engineering
BS, Koc University, Turkey
Dissertation: “Development 
of Polymer Resin-Based Wet 
Friction Sheet Materials and 
Understanding Their Interactions 
with Automatic Transmission 
Fluids”
Adviser: Dr. Erol Sancaktar

Zhouying He
Polymer Engineering
BE, Beijing University of Chemical 
Technology, China
Dissertation: “Organic/
Inorganic Hybrid Coatings for 
Anticorrosion”
Adviser: Dr. Mark D. Soucek

Gengxin Liu
Polymer Science
BS, University of Science and 
Technology of China
Dissertation: “Nonlinear Rheology 
of Long-Chain Branched 
Polymers”
Adviser: Dr. Shi-Qing Wang

William K. Storms
Polymer Science
BS, University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign
Dissertation: “Polymeric 
Amphiphilic Nanoparticles 
Via Intramolecular Chain 
Collapse Using 1-Functionalized 
Vinylbenzocyclobutenes”
Adviser: Dr. Coleen Pugh

Pattarasai Tangvijitsakul
Polymer Engineering
BS, MS, Mahidol University, Thailand
Dissertation: “Methoxy Poly 
(Ethylene Glycol) Methacrylate-
Based Copolymers on the 
Applications of Concrete 
Admixtures and Mesoporous 
Materials”
Adviser: Dr. Mark Soucek

Paula Watt
Polymer Science
BS, University of Pittsburgh, PA;  
MS, Case Western Reserve University
Dissertation: “+I35Soy-Based 
Fillers for Thermoset Composites”
Adviser: Dr. Coleen Pugh

Candidates for  Doctoral Degrees (cont.)
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seventeen

Buchtel College  
of Arts and Sciences
Founded 1870

Executive Dean Chand Midha

Master of 
Applied Politics

Travis J. Boll
Kelsie N. L. Carson
Rachel L. Jackson
Marilyn S. Johnson
Sarah M. Kufta
Audrey O. Nyarko
Lee R. Potts
Erin J. Rodabaugh
Ian P. Schwarber
Anthony D. Stratis

Master of Arts

Thurayya Helena Aliyu 
UmBayemake
Theatre Arts – Arts Administration

Kathleen Alto
Counseling Psychology

Emmanuel Anim-Koranteng
Theatre Arts – Arts Administration

Amy Baird
English

Thomas B. Barefoot
History

Miranda L. Barnes
English

Nathaniel J. Bassett
History

Abigail M. Brickler
Theatre Arts – Arts Administration

Abbie N. Caudill
Psychology – Industrial / 
Organizational Psychology

Taylor L. Ceroni
Counseling Psychology

Keren P. Childers
Communication

Elizabeth B. Doss
Theatre Arts – Arts Administration

Daileas A. Duclo
History

Ryan J. Fahey
Psychology – Industrial / 
Organizational

Christina A. Feiner
History

Christin Nichole Gambill
Theatre Arts

Zachary W. Green
Psychology – Industrial / 
Organizational Psychology

Carol A. Ivins
Communication

Heather M. Kindel
English

Jason A. Kinsel
History

Anne E. Knight
English

Adam W. Krutko
Psychology –  
Industrial / Organizational

Britney A. Kurtz
Psychology –  
Adult Development and Aging

Jonas D. Lawrence
Theatre Arts

Michael M. Leider
Psychology –  
Industrial / Organizational

Christopher A. Madaj
Psychology –  
Industrial / Organizational

Colin F. Marshall
History

Patrick R. McElroy
Theatre Arts

Megan T. Nolan
Psychology –  
Industrial / Organizational

Maria L. Pappa
Counseling Psychology

Anjni I. Patel
Counseling Psychology

Amelia M. Richards
English

Ariel A. Roberts
Psychology –  
Industrial / Organizational

Sabina Samipour
Psychology –  
Industrial / Organizational

Sarah E. Sanders
Counseling Psychology

Rebecca A. Schlesinger
Counseling Psychology

Melanie J. Slabaugh
Theatre Arts

Tyler J. Slezak
Psychology –  
Industrial / Organizational

Vanessa Smaletz
Psychology –  
Industrial / Organizational

Fellicia Smith
Communication

Zhaobang Song
Communication

Emily N. Tara
English

Jae Warren D. Tyler
History

Master of Fine Arts  
in Creative Writing

Damien M. Thomas

Master of Music

Lisa A. Carbone
Music Education

Patrick A. Curry
Brass Performance

Colin M. Dees
Percussion Performance

Willow F. DiGiacomo
Music Performance: Wind Conducting

Rachel A. Hamlin
Music Education –  
Choral/General Music

Adam C. Keeler
Strings Performance

Phillip C. Larroque
Woodwinds Performance

Dhvanit R. Poduval
Music Technology

Megan E. Poletti
Music Technology

Rene A. Roblee
Music Education

Christopher D. Ruzin
Music Education – Instrumental

Eryn E. Stark
Music Theory

Isaac D. Winland
Music Technology

Master of  
Public Administration

Megan A. Allen
Baffour Asare-Bediako
Micklos Blake
Jenna S. Bucklew
Anita A. Johnson
Adam G. Stilgenbauer
Mary B. Williams

Master of Science

Heather R. Adams
Geology

Adithya Addanki
Computer Science

Rachel R. Aldrich
Mathematics

Liudmyla V. Barabanova
Physics

Oussama Ben Said
Mathematics

Christopher J. Biro
Geology

Nikhil Preeth Birra
Computer Science

John E. Burwick
Geology

Santhosh Cholleti
Computer Science

Rafael R. Cordero
Geography/Geographic 
Information Sciences

Rasika S. Dahanayake
Physics

Yi Diao
Statistics

Priyanka Dubasi
Computer Science

Divya Gadiraju
Computer Science

Sukesh Reddy Gangumalla
Computer Science

Chun Gao
Chemistry

Drew T. Guarnera
Computer Science

Seyyed Amirreza Hashemi
Applied Mathematics

Candidates for  Master’s Degrees 
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eighteen

College of Engineering
Founded 1914

Interim Dean Rex D. Ramsier

Master of Science  
in Chemical Engineering

Sreevalli Bokka
Javier Esquivel
Md Ziaul Haque
Jacob Kohl

Master of Science  
in Civil Engineering

Mir Shahnewaz Arefin
Mohamed I. Habouh
Hosanna J. Le
Anthony M. Lelli
Edward J. Machek Jr.
Robert K. McCann
Greeshma Reddy Reddipalli
Morteza M. Shakeri Hossein 

Abad
Ibrahem M. Shatnawi
Shaghayegh Sorouri

Master of Science in 
Electrical Engineering

Sai Sudheer Reddy Bonthu
Filmon A. Habtemariam
Marcus A. Horning
Bo Liu
Vaishnavi Maduri
Sk. Nabil Nowak
Nivethithaa Ravikumar
Hao Wang
Randeel W. Wimalagunarathne
Guanglei Zhang

Master of Science  
in Engineering

Natalie Fountas-Davis
Biomedical Engineering
Rijo J. Thozhal
Biomedical Engineering

Master of Science in 
Mechanical Engineering

Nawaf R. Alanazi
Steven M. Bryan
Revanth Kumar Reddy Gandhari
Seyyed Amirreza Hashemi
Guang Ji
Zahi M. Kakish
Ahmad A. Khasawneh
Mingxian Ma
Nicholas T. Schoeppner
Zachary D. Toom
Yuxuan Wang
Vishal Bhimrao Zade

Jessica R. Ickes
Biology

Sarath Chandra Reddy Jala
Computer Science

Kavya Jinna
Computer Science

Srinivasa Rao Katta
Computer Science

Maryam Kohram
Physics

Andrew M. Leitholf
Geology

Anila Mada
Computer Science

Karyna Mezentseva
Environmental Geology

Heather M. Michaud
Computer Science

Stephanie Mitchell
Geology

Anil Kumar Nallamasu
Computer Science

Frank C. Obiaya
Computer Science

Joseph Oduro Appiah
Geography/Geographic 
Information Sciences

Naga Venkata Prudhvi Raju 
Pathapati
Computer Science

Mahesh Babu Ravella
Computer Science

Daniel J. Rhoads
Applied Mathematics

Rachel M. Richards
Applied Mathematics

Deekshith Sandesari
Computer Science

Pallavi Saxena
Computer Science

Charles A. Spurr
Geology – Geophysics

Kavya Reddy Suram
Computer Science

Pavan Kumar Suryapalli
Computer Science

Amirhessam Tahmassebi
Physics

Amit Kumar Thatavarti
Computer Science

Pallavi Thirumal
Computer Science

Huiqing Wang
Geography/Geographic 
Information Sciences

Nan Wang
Biology

Sajeevi S. Withanage
Physics

Michael E. Wransky
Applied Mathematics

Hang Zhu
Statistics

College of  
Polymer Science and 
Polymer Engineering
Founded 1988

Dean Eric J. Amis

Master of Science

Laura N. Gonzalez Bustacara
Polymer Science
Yiwen Wang
Polymer Science
Xiaowen Zhu
Polymer Science

Master of Science  
in Polymer Engineering

Yupeng Hu
Jingyu Li
Sandeep S. Pole
Jialin Qiu
Liyang Shen
Junyan Wang
Jiawei Wu
Lihua Xu
Chi Zhang
Linkun Zhang
Weijie Zhong

Candidates for  Master’s Degrees (cont.)
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nineteen

Buchtel College  
of Arts and Sciences
Founded 1870

Executive Dean Chand Midha

Bachelor of Arts

Tevyn K. Andrews
Chantel Alexis J. Arrighi
Lauren M. Balint
Jimmal C. Ball
Mary Maxine Baranack
Jessica L. Baumgardner
Joey L. Beatty
Shristy Bhogal
Camden Blumenschein
Lowell T. Boyd III

Cum Laude
Max A. Brady
Jordan E. Brian
Meghen R. Broman
Ross R. Burdge
Vincent B. Cangelosi
Stuart M. Collingwood
Conrad V. Company
Christian A. Davenport
Madison A. Defranco
David D. Delgado
Sonal Dhand
Rachel L. Dodson
Kaela R. Dorsch

Magna Cum Laude
Kathryn L. Drake
Colin M. Dunphy
Allison J. Egeland
Melissa C. Elbert

Cum Laude
Steven M. Ellsworth
Michael B. Fenstermaker
Seamus M. Finucane
Chelsea Anne Formanik
Robert M. Forrest
Anthony W. Gantt Jr.
Benjamin Genet
William A. Habeck Jr.
Ryan P. Hagerty

Magna Cum Laude
Megan E. Haines
Kristen A. Hendricks
Frances A. Herip
James D. Herold
Torian C. Hoover
Ben J. Hubbard

Cum Laude
Nathaniel A. Huff
Jwayyed S. Jwayyed
Amanda M. Kelly
Samantha L. Kunkel
Akua A. Kusi-Amankwaah
Christopher D. Lavy
Darcie E. Lemons

Summa Cum Laude
Joshua A. Lightner

Bachelor of Arts 
in Family and Child 
Development

Aisha M. Childers
Dawn M. Greathouse

Cum Laude
Jermeka L. Jackson
Katelyn R. Kauffman
Ebony N. Kelly
Tiffany R. Kotopka

Magna Cum Laude
Mohnay E. Reese
Tara J. Ross
Sarah L. Shreff ler
Heather L. Stark
Cherelle R. Watson
Tanisha S. Williams
Ja’Nae T. Young

Bachelor of Arts 
in Interdisciplinary 
Anthropology

Kate A. Lewis

Bachelor of Arts in 
Interdisciplinary Studies

D’laina J. Ball
Diamelys Serrano

Bachelor of Arts  
in Interior Design

Victoria M. Cull

Bachelor of Arts  
in Interpersonal and 
Public Communication

Wendi N. Watkins
Cum Laude

Bachelor of Arts  
in Mass Media – 
Communication

Dustin R. Dickens
Eric W. Smith
Rasheed Smith

Bachelor of Fine Arts

Paul D. Ferrer
Jordan E. Friedrick
Darren A. Maurer
Erica A. Piper

Summa Cum Laude

Bachelor of Music

Matthew D. Garrett
Cum Laude

Tyler S. Mashek
Magna Cum Laude

Jonathan R. Monacelli
Magna Cum Laude

James J. Parsons

Elyse M. Lombardi
Hayley M. Loughney
Katie M. Lusk
Danielle M. McGarvey
Jaehla M. Meacham

Magna Cum Laude
Charles W. Miller
Frank M. Monachino
Ryan D. Montgomery
Ellen M. Morscher
Megan M. Mosti
Kimberly D. Munch
Tara M. Murray
Rachel E. Neugebauer
Corinne Nguyen
Srdjana Ninkovic
Scott M. Nixon

Magna Cum Laude
Chelsea R. O’Connor

Cum Laude
Jason M. O’Connor
Shakera J. Owens
Yasmine J. Paez
Terrance L. Phillis
Erica A. Piper

Summa Cum Laude
Devin L. Ray
Kyle E. Reese
Victoria J. Reiter
Rachel N. Richard
Austin D. Robertson
Ethan W. Roose
Katherine L. Schultz

Magna Cum Laude
Aaron M. Shaum

Magna Cum Laude
Tyler B. Shirkey
Aleksandar Srbljan
Paige K. Stevenson
Theodist L. Terrell
Charlotte L. Transue
Benjamin A. Troyer
Seth S. Troyer
Joshua P. Vojtush
Ryan D. Vrabec

Magna Cum Laude
Caylee N. Watkins
Montoyia Marqui Marie Weir
Denise Lynn Weybrecht
Ryan A. Wiggins
Chenaire L. Williams
XiFan Wu
Christine S. Wurtz

Cum Laude
Elizabeth A. Zumbach

Cum Laude

Bachelor of Arts 
in Business and 
Organizational 
Communication

Colleen D. Firlotte
Thomas R. Rager
Frank A. Zahler

Candidates for  Baccalaureate Degrees
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Bachelor of Science

Ziad L. Akel
Sultan Altawil
Derek A. Arnold
Palvir K. Baadh

Cum Laude
Andrew C. Baek

Summa Cum Laude
Devin M. Baith

Summa Cum Laude
Ronald L. Borne Jr.
Evan G. Burgei
Jhoanne E. Cana

Magna Cum Laude
Alyssa Carvalho

Cum Laude
Alexandra G. Davis
Michael J. Dohar III

Summa Cum Laude
Ariana M. Ellis

Summa Cum Laude
Daniel J. Giorgio

Magna Cum Laude
Soha M. Gouilos

Cum Laude
Danial Hayek

Summa Cum Laude
Lillian B. Hetson

Magna Cum Laude
Zachary E. Hier

Summa Cum Laude
Huda J. Khanzada

Cum Laude
Christine F. Komar
Marissa Muran Li

Summa Cum Laude
Sarah E. Loeser

Cum Laude
Tabatha A. Long
David Sebastian Lowry
Luis Henrique M. Magalhaes

Summa Cum Laude
Nikhil Makkar
Natalie B. Maloy
Deepa Manda

Magna Cum Laude
Anthony P. Manudhane

Summa Cum Laude
Neil K. Mehta

Cum Laude
Kelli M. Morisak
Danielle L. Muhlbach
Rachel E. Neugebauer
Amanda M. Palecek

Cum Laude

College of Engineering
Founded 1914

Interim Dean Rex D. Ramsier

Bachelor of Science in 
Biomedical Engineering

Justin M. Dewitt
Boubacar Ide Sr.
Abigail E. Miller

Bachelor of Science  
in Chemical Engineering

Gregory M. Harris

Bachelor of Science  
in Civil Engineering

Chibuike Anozie

Bachelor of Science  
in Corrosion Engineering

Donald R. Shump

Bachelor of Science in 
Electrical Engineering

Mohammed Zaheer A. Alnemer
Ryan H. Bieder
Kyle C. Crider
Ayman A. Mezayen
Chris Mithiri
Michael F. Redle

Cum Laude

Bachelor of Science in 
Mechanical Engineering

Erika Elizalde
Valentine N. Enow
Krishna K. Subba

Shyam Patnaik
Summa Cum Laude

Ryan W. Pearce
Cum Laude

Sairekha Ravichandran
Summa Cum Laude

Andrew S. Russell
Kristin N. Sanchez

Cum Laude
Mohammad-Saad M. Siddiqui

Magna Cum Laude
Ganeshraj M. Sivaram

Cum Laude
Lindsay M. Smith
Clinton J. Taubert

Cum Laude
Nicholas D. Walther

Summa Cum Laude
Lindsay A. Wasik
Michelle Yoo

Cum Laude

Bachelor of Science  
in Computer Science

Rodolpho M. Andrade Jr.
Dustin J. Ashley
Duncan A. Campbell

Magna Cum Laude
Alexander A. Nemeth
Waid W. Wrege

Bachelor of Science 
in Political Science/
Criminal Justice

Brittany L. Badovick
Cum Laude

Therany A. Dunnigan
Magna Cum Laude

Ginger D. Escudero
Erin E. Fagan
Paul M. Hesson
Adam M. Jasionowski
Ashley Nicole King
Augustus E. Lenhard
Jessica R. Long
Matthew J. Morel
Marina Pelemis

Cum Laude
Kiah R. Salmons

Cum Laude
Edward C. Simmons
Donald E. Steplight
Alexander G. Zubek

Summa Cum Laude

Candidates for  Baccalaureate Degrees (cont.)
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twenty-one

College of  
Applied Science  
and Technology
Founded 1964
Executive Dean Todd A. Rickel

Bachelor of Science  
in Computer  
Information Systems

Jeanine A. Ali
Cum Laude

Hosam Abdulaziz Alsanawi
Nicholas B. Bordo

Magna Cum Laude
Benjamin A. Borkowski
Brian L. Crow
Dustin J. House
Mark A. Johnson
Chris Kuhn
Tristan J. Smith
Susan Vue

Cum Laude

Bachelor of Science  
in Electronic 
Engineering Technology

Lan D. Le
Patrick T. Mason
Majed A. Mesbah

Bachelor of Science in 
Emergency Management 
and Homeland Security

Paul J. Kidder
Magna Cum Laude

Peter C. Mauric
Nicole M. Moore

Cum Laude
Franklin D. Puz

Cum Laude
Douglas E. Wood

Magna Cum Laude

Bachelor of Science 
in Organizational 
Supervision

Emily E. Abosch
Derrek J. Allis
Daniel J. Bartley
Gerald L. Baughman III
Lindsey N. Begue
Courtney L. Brown
Aaron M. Burnette
Lemay N. Butler
Patrick E. Cercek
Dana R. Counts
Judy A. Di Pietro

Magna Cum Laude
Connor W. Duhaime
Edward C. Eizember

Magna Cum Laude
Elizabeth A. Estep

Magna Cum Laude
Shanna M. Fulton
Bradley C. Gaines
Keith M. Gregory II
Sandra Kay Gump
Takia D. Joyce
Nicholas R. Kaiser
Stephen G. Kroska
Christopher Kubilus
Lisa J. Lash
Kalle J. Linn
Andrew H. Luse
Robert R. Martin IV
John R. May
Maureen C. McCoy
Lucas W. Metzger
Gina A. Mineo
Devonte M. Morgan
Christy M. Motley
Mackenzie D. Muster
Robert M. Novicki

Nmesoma O. Okafor Jr.
Hilary J. Ommert
Caitlin M. Peck
Tyler J. Price
Brian M. Raines
Elizabeth M. Ramey
Dan W. Reiss
Kathleen M. Rex
Gamal D. Saxton
Jessica R. Schneider

Cum Laude
Jessica L. Sestito

Cum Laude
Amber S. Shavers
Cody A. Sherrill
Zach A. Sillman
Maddie E. Singleton
Andrew R. Smith
Anthony Rogell Smith
Kyle R. Spence
Melissa L. Steward

Magna Cum Laude
Melissa A. Sturdivant
Anthony J. Suzuki
Dawn P. Tussel
Anna M. Washington
Tad C. Weaver
Sydney M. Weeks
Amanda Grace West

Cum Laude
Donte B. Williams
Sean J. Zelasko

Bachelor of Science  
in Surveying and Mapping

David B. Long II
Cum Laude

David P. Loomis
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twenty-two

College of  
Applied Science  
and Technology
Founded 1964

Executive Dean Todd A. Rickel

Associate of  
Applied Business  
in Business Management 
Technology

Kylene A. Allen
Christine A. Board
Jamaal A. Haines
Kyla J. Mussey
Amber M. Schwebke
Anthony J. Suzuki

Associate of Applied 
Business in Computer  
Information Systems

Justin R. Bell
Domonick A. Dixson
Jeremy M. Heaton

With Distinction
Deante E. Jones
David J. Keyser
Chad L. Peck
Cameron S. Singer
Brian M. Steiner

Associate of  
Applied Business in 
Hospitality Management

Maria R. Madden
Taylor J. Marley
Michael J. Petro

Associate of  
Applied Science in 
Community Services 
Technology

Cherrelle L. Allen
Tanzel C. Ayers
Tyrel A. Horsley
William E. Mc Cormick
Carla A. Payne
Raymond Vincent

Associate of  
Applied Science 
in Construction 
Engineering Technology

Cole M. Fleming
Tyler P. Kirchner
Maxwell L. Schuster
Dave M. Stith
Kevin A. Strauser
Zachary J. Williams

Associate of  
Applied Science in 
Criminal Justice 
Technology

Laura J. Asbury
Jessica A. Davis
Christopher J. Dent
Brittney M. Hilliard
Steven M. Hooten
Benee T. Langford
Matthew R. Ley
Jeff A. Loren

With High Distinction
Nathan A. Nunnari
Sheri T. Osborne
Erik J. Peltz
Michael J. Rain
Bilal Rasul

With Distinction
Jessica R. Schneider

With Distinction
Justin L. Taylor
David M. Vawter
Duane A. Wimbush Jr.

Associate of  
Applied Science in Early 
Childhood Development

Myriah J. Austin
Alexander T. Hagenbaugh
Monika J. Hale
Efern I. Simmons

Associate of  
Applied Science in 
Electronic Engineering 
Technology

Rachal D. Mendoza
Majed A. Mesbah

Associate of  
Applied Science in 
Emergency Medical 
Services Technology

Timothy William Brunenmeister
Gregory J. Gannon
Keith W. Metropulos
Stacy A. Williams

With Distinction

Associate of  
Applied Science in Fire 
Protection Technology

Brandon Z. Anter
Thomas P. Gadosik

With Distinction

Associate of  
Applied Science  
in Land Surveying

John P. Long

Associate of  
Applied Science  
in Manufacturing 
Engineering Technology

Ajay D. Patel

Associate of  
Applied Science in 
Mechanical Engineering 
Technology

John C. Davis
Matthew B. Gal
Alexander M. Sturm

Candidates for  Associate Degrees
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twenty-three

Associate of Science

Armani C. Butler
Samuel K. Geer
Mackenzie C. Langan

With Highest Distinction
Andrew H. Luse
Zachary Pappert
Jacob M. Semonin
Ashley Stockley

With Distinction

Associate of  
Applied Science in 
Paralegal Studies

Dominique M. Cappabianca
With High Distinction

Adrianna M. Prinzo

Associate of Arts

Matthew V. Adolph
With High Distinction

J’ Mario J. Allen
Tevyn K. Andrews
Gerald L. Baughman III
Shcarra T. Benn
Amita J. Birkett
Courtney L. Brown
De’Andre C. Brown
Taye E. Davis
Tess N. Dickerson
Vincent M. Eritano
Dinathe A. Ettner
Samuel K. Geer
Benjamin J. Grimaldi III

With High Distinction
Sylvia R. Jones
Takia D. Joyce
Nicholas R. Kaiser
Stephen G. Kroska
Richard S. Marko

With Distinction
James L. Mastin Jr.
Maureen C. McCoy
Jeffrey A. McEndree II
Teresa M. Mechler

With Distinction
Lucas W. Metzger
Christy M. Motley
Jenna E. Myers
Shelley K. Norman
Garret D. Patrick
Brandon H. Ross
Justin M. Sheeter
Anthony Rogell Smith
Rasheed Smith
Brian M. Steiner
Melissa A. Sturdivant
Ted P. Talevski
Alexandria L. Toothman

With Highest Distinction
Jerry V. Totts
Brett A. Trepczyk
Anna M. Washington
Candice D. Williams
Tyler Williams
Jessay G. Wilson
Scharmaine S. Wright

Associate of  
Technical Study

Samuel J. Draper
Hannah N. House
Bethany J. Lewis

With Distinction
Dennis M. Parham
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Doctor of  
Nursing Practice

Ashley Jeanine Austin
BSN, The Ohio State University; 
MSN, Case Western Reserve University
Adviser: Dr. Michelle Enlow

Karen A. Federspiel
BSN, MSN, The University of Akron
Adviser: Ms. Lori Kidd

Alishea Gay
BSN, MSN, The University of Akron
Adviser: Dr. Marlene Huff

Heather L. Krichbaum
BSN, Bowling Green State University; 
MSN, The University of Toledo
Adviser: Mrs. Michelle Dumpe

Denise G. Myricks
BSN, MSN, The University of Akron
Adviser: Mrs. Annette Mitzel

Marilyn Sue Nibling
BSN, MSN, The University of Akron
Adviser: Dr. Sheau-Huey Chiu

twenty-four

August 15, 2015 
Afternoon
College of Education
Founded 1921

Interim Dean Susan G. Clark

Doctor of Philosophy

Jennifer L. Bozeka
Elementary Education
BA, BSE, MAE, The University of 
Akron
Dissertation: “The Professional 
Development Experiences of 
Four Nationally Board Certified 
Teachers of Reading-English 
Language Arts”
Adviser: Dr. Denise Stuart and 
Adviser: Dr. Susan Kushner 
Benson

Gail E. Evanchan
Elementary Education
BSE, The University of Akron; 
ME, Ashland University
Dissertation: “The Development 
of Fluency and Comprehension 
Literacy Skills of Second Grade 
Students by Providing Regular 
Use of the Fluency Development 
Lesson: An Experimental Study”
Adviser: Dr. Lisa A. Lenhart

Jennifer L. Groman
Elementary Education
BSED, Bowling Green State 
University; MEd, Ashland University; 
MA, Sofia University, CA
Dissertation: “From Calling to 
Crisis: The Growth Process of 
Teachers Through Crisis-Like 
Incidents”
Adviser: Dr. Gary Holiday

Lance D. Nelson
Secondary Education
BS, MS, The University of Akron
Dissertation: “A Case Study 
Exploring the Ways Preservice 
Elementary Teachers with 
Low Levels of Mathematics 
Self-Efficacy Believe Their 
Mathematical Ability Will Affect 
Their Teaching Effectiveness”
Adviser: Dr. Lynne M. 
Pachnowski

College of  
Health Professions
Founded 2012

Dean David Gordon

Doctor of Audiology

Teresa R. Budny
BS, Kent State University
Adviser: Dr. Kristina English

Kristen A. Edwards
BS, Ohio University
Adviser: Dr. Erin Miller

Allie J. Heckman
BS, Eastern Kentucky University
Adviser: Dr. James Steiger

Emily J. Huff
BS, Marshall University, WV
Adviser: Dr. Erin Miller

Jessica D. Lemley
BA, The University of Akron
Adviser: Dr. Erin Miller

Sarah E. Lundstrom
BS, Central Michigan University
Adviser: Dr. Erin Miller

Emily Pajevic
BA, The University of Akron
Adviser: Dr. James Steiger

Lisa M. Reedy
BA, The University of Akron
Adviser: Dr. Kristina English

Lauren E. Rollo
BA, The University of Akron
Adviser: Dr. Kristina English

Kristen M. Santelmann
BS, Michigan State University
Adviser: Dr. Erin Miller

Candidates for  Doctoral Degrees
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twenty-five

Doctor of Philosophy

Michael C. Cadaret
Counseling Psychology
BA, University of Cincinnati;  
MA, University of Dayton;  
MA, John Carroll University
Dissertation: “Stereotype Threat 
as a Barrier to Women Entering 
Stem Careers”
Advisers: Dr. Suzette L. Speight 
and Dr. Paul J. Hartung

Jilan Hatamleh
Nursing
BSN, Jordan University of Science and 
Technology: MS, University of Illinois 
at Chicago
Dissertation: “Health Literacy of 
Iraqi Immigrant Adults Mixed 
Methods: Pilot Study”
Adviser: Dr. Mary Agnes Kendra

James R. Pontau
Counseling Psychology
BA, Bowling Green State University; 
MA, Cleveland State University
Dissertation: “The Association of 
Type-D Personality on Reports 
of MTBI Complaints and 
Pharmacotherapy Treatments”
Adviser: Dr. John Queener

Elizabeth J. Russell
Counseling Psychology
BA, Marquette University, WI;  
MA, Cardinal Stritch University, WI
Dissertation: “An Exploration 
of the Relationship of College 
Women’s Feminist Identity 
Development and Their 
Perceptions of Their Male 
Romantic Partners’ Conformity to 
Masculine Norms”
Adviser: Dr. Ingrid K. Weigold
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Candidates for  Master’s Degrees 

twenty-six

Annaliese L. Fedorchak
Elementary Education – Literacy

Sarah M. Flohr
Assessment and Evaluation

Lashawna M. Grimes
Instructional Technology

Lenora A. Gunnoe
Instructional Technology

Deborah J. Holliday
Assessment and Evaluation

Celeste O. Johnson
Higher Education Administration

Erin N. Johnson
Principalship

Christopher G. Kuzas
Secondary Education

Michelle L. Leever
Principalship

Meagan E. Litsinger
Elementary Education – Literacy

Deborah Monroy
Instructional Technology

Emily B. Parker
Instructional Technology

Justin E. Plas
Instructional Technology

Corey R. Pound
Instructional Technology

Kara A. Putnam
Principalship

Amanda L. Pyzik
Principalship

Cory L. Reinhart
Secondary Education

Diane B. Richardson
Instructional Technology

Brian K. Ritter
Principalship

Jessica Simpson
Higher Education Administration

Master of Science 
in Curriculum and 
Instruction

Chastity K. Llamas
Multi-Age Foreign Language – 
Spanish

David T. Pluck
Multi-Age Visual Arts Licensure

Amanda A. Rasor
Special Education – Mild/Moderate 
Intervention Specialist

Master of Science 
in Education

Avis Brown
Higher Education Administration

Michael Z. Csepe
Principalship

Jennifer M. Mattes
Principalship

Thomas D. McKinnon
Principalship

Perry D. Owens
Principalship

Jenna N. Repp
Principalship

Alex Stevanov
Adolescent to Young Adult – 
Life Science

College of Education
Founded 1921

Interim Dean Susan G. Clark

Master of Arts 
in Education

Suliman S. Al Musaiteer
Social/Philosophical Foundations 
of Education

Mona Hassan A. Albaijan
Special Education

Sami Abdullah M Alharbi
Special Education

Nawaf H. Alqabbaa
Special Education

Rehab Abdulsamad S. Babaeer
Special Education

William C. Bever
Principalship

Lenna J. Black
Assessment and Evaluation

Krista M. Bowden
Principalship

Tyler G. Bryan
Secondary Education

Franklin Andrew Burton
Instructional Technology

Jaclyn R. Cain
Instructional Technology

Jessica M. Capps
Instructional Technology

Carri L. Davis
Special Education

Kelly C. DiCato
Instructional Technology

Kelly Dine
Secondary Education

Bryan C. Ehrlinspiel
Principalship
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twenty-seven

College of  
Business Administration
Founded 1953

Dean Ravi Krovi

Master of  
Business Administration

Stephanie J. Bencin
Business Interdisciplinary

Michael J. Callahan
Business Interdisciplinary

James M. Cornell
Business Interdisciplinary

Morgan K. Cornell
Business Interdisciplinary

Mckenna E. Cozad
Strategic Marketing

Thomas V. Czerny
Strategic Marketing

Giovanni G. Gaglio
Finance

Omid Ghaemi
Business Interdisciplinary

Mana N. Ghorayeb
Business Interdisciplinary

Renee S. Glemza
Business Interdisciplinary

Stephen M. Horne II
Management

Xin Jin
Business Interdisciplinary

Sri Satya Teja Kakarla
Supply Chain Management

Christina L. Kershner
Business Interdisciplinary

Ibrahim Hassan Albanna Khalil
Healthcare Management

R. Daniel Knapp
Business Interdisciplinary

Bonnie S. Larke
Business Interdisciplinary

Andreea F. Leabu
Management

Yejin Lee
Strategic Marketing

Jaime A. Miller
Business Interdisciplinary

Justin R. Miller
Management

Lisa A. Miller
Business Interdisciplinary

Janaya M. Narvaez
Business Interdisciplinary

Antonio J. Pedrozo
Strategic Marketing

Stephen E. Scapicchio-Rupchak
Business Interdisciplinary

Matthew J. Steiner
Healthcare Management

Asha Susha Kumar
Finance

Sirintira Tangvijitsakul
Supply Chain Management

Master of Science 
in Accountancy

Ling Liu
Fred Nguve
Michael D. Rogers
Longlong Wang
Olzhas Yestekov

Master of Science 
in Management

Lokesh Balireddy
Information Systems Management

Snigdha Ginna
Information Systems Management

Jyotsna Gundla
Information Systems Management

Michael J. Medzi
Information Systems Management

Adefemi A. Owoyele
Information Systems Management

Kiran Kumar Goud K. Pabbu
Information Systems Management

Ashwanth Kumar Velugandula
Information Systems Management

Keerti Sagar Vemuri
Information Systems Management

Krishna Priya Yalavarthi
Information Systems Management

Master of Taxation

Patrick N. Abrams
Amy L. Ciccotelli
Lei Feng
Christopher R. Hunt
Logan C. McCarty
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College of  
Health Professions
Founded 2012

Dean David Gordon
Master of Arts 
in Education

Shane Bakovich
Counseling – Marriage and 
Family Therapy

Jaclyn J. Fejes
Counseling – Classroom Guidance 
for Teachers

Brittany R. Hymes
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Kyle B. Keckley
Counseling – Marriage and 
Family Therapy

Mark A. Loomis
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Kayla M. Maroney
Counseling – Marriage and  
Family Therapy

Rachel N. Mergo
Counseling – Marriage and  
Family Therapy

Lauren M. Morgan
Counseling – Marriage and  
Family Therapy

Kelly M. Nubbie
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Annette L. Schnurr
Counseling – Marriage and 
Family Therapy

Abigail A. Thompson
Counseling – Marriage and 
Family Therapy

Christina L. Watson
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Susan M. White
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Amanda A. Wince
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Master of Arts in Speech 
– Language Pathology

Rebekah L. Ashbrook
Lauren E. Bailey
Andrea E. Bell
Nicole M. Bird
Alicia M. Buren
Elizabeth A. Case
Kelly Anne Cooley
Erin E. Corl
Kate E. Dargan
Heather Feinstein
Sara J. Gillette
Kristen A. Haupt
Jennifer A. Klemme
Elyse C. Mastriana
Alyson E. Remley
Nicole M. Sauer
Monica Lorraine Spatny
Kathleen D. Suter
Katie Yu
Katherine A. Zimmer

Master of Science  
in Education

Alison M. Alemagno
Exercise Physiology/Adult Fitness

Rachel Bell
Counseling – Marriage and 
Family Therapy

David J. Burke
Sport Science/Coaching

Soyriah G. Davis
Sport Science/Coaching

Jonathan M. Ehlinger
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Troy A. Gilmer
Sport Science/Coaching

Shaun M. Hoversten
Sport Science/Coaching

Kyle D. Joseph
Exercise Physiology/Adult Fitness

Brittany D. Kilgore
Exercise Physiology/Adult Fitness

Sina Jade Elizabeth King
Exercise Physiology/Adult Fitness

Andrew H. Loue
Sport Science/Coaching

Erika N. Lounsbury
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Tonya M. Merlitti
Counseling – Marriage and 
Family Therapy

Trisha M. Milford II
Sport Science/Coaching

Mary-Austin Modic
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Ryan D. Nehlen
Sport Science/Coaching

Amber L. Nelson
Sport Science/Coaching

Krista Lee Overmire
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Tyshaun L. Peoples
Sport Science/Coaching

Gretchen Nicole Souers
Exercise Physiology/Adult Fitness

Paxin R. Stern
Sport Science/Coaching

Colleen E. Vincent
Sport Science/Coaching

Michelle L. Yuhaniak
Exercise Physiology/Adult Fitness

Meredith A. Zaffrann
Sport Science/Coaching

Master of Science 
in Nursing

Melissa M. Beck
Nursing Anesthesia

Colin M. Bell
Nursing Anesthesia

Michelle C. Bloedel
Nursing Anesthesia

Rupinder K. Brar
Family Psychiatric/Mental Health 
Nurse Practitioner

Amy M. Bresnahan
Nursing Anesthesia

Antonio D. Carriero
Nursing Anesthesia

Raisa Dyachuk
Nursing Anesthesia

Kristen L. Ebbeskotte
Nursing Anesthesia

Christine E. Garra
Nursing Anesthesia

Shane Garst
Nursing Anesthesia

Amanda G. Gillis
Nursing Anesthesia

James E. Guzan
Nursing Anesthesia

Jennifer L. Jacoby
Nursing Anesthesia

Dennis J. Maio
Nursing Anesthesia

Shawna M. Martin
Nursing Anesthesia

Jamie L. Miller
Nursing Anesthesia

Joseph T. Mueller
Nursing Anesthesia

Rachel L. Nicodemo
Nursing Anesthesia

Rochelle O’Connor
Nursing Anesthesia

Nick Pacione
Nursing Anesthesia

Kelli A. Papania
Nursing Anesthesia

Adam D. Patterson
Nursing Anesthesia

Alison K. Pierre
Nursing Anesthesia

Lindsey R. Poling
Nursing Anesthesia

Louis D. Richendollar
Nursing Anesthesia

Angelica Rizzo
Nursing Anesthesia

Tina M. Rubino
Nursing Anesthesia

Katherine L. Sima
Nursing Anesthesia

Cristina S. Sirca
Nursing Anesthesia

Robert A. Stragisher
Nursing Anesthesia

Jesse B. Stroud
Nursing Anesthesia

Emma C. Veld
Nursing Anesthesia

Michelle S. Wilhelm Gasser
Nursing Anesthesia

Kimberly M. Williams
Nursing Anesthesia

Robert E. Woolf
Nursing Anesthesia

Master of Science in 
Nutrition and Dietetics

Melina Roy

Master of Social Work

Hanaa Abdullah F. Shayaa

twenty-eight

Candidates for  Master’s Degrees (cont.)
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twenty-nine

College of Education
Founded 1921

Interim Dean Susan G. Clark

Bachelor of Arts 
in Education

Nicholas A. Leemaster
William J. Lollini

Bachelor of Science 
in Education

Alyssa R. Ange
Cum Laude

Rebecca J. Davis
David T. Wheeler

Bachelor of Science  
in Teaching and Training 
Technical Professionals

Rebecca Marlis Brown
Jessica R. Dovel
Vicki L. Patterson
Cheryl B. Russell

College of  
Business Administration
Founded 1953
Dean Ravi Krovi

Bachelor of  
Business Administration

Hasham Abdullah S. Alkabsh
William A. Antunez
Daniel D. Auwerter
J Michael J. Bell
Melinda C. Black
Kwame O. Boakye

Summa Cum Laude
Jovana Bogunovic
Jessica M. Cook
Nicholas A. D’Abate
Andrew D. Deneher
Kevin J. Dockrill
Nasir J. Feerasta
Derek M. Hill
Gregory W. Hyde
Adam J. Lajeunesse

Gregory J. Landis
Summa Cum Laude

Frank A. Laury IV
Ethan H. Lee
Richard T. Lorenzen
Raymond J. Maskow

Cum Laude
Nicholas J. Muffet

Summa Cum Laude
Rena R. Pele
Sirawan Permpoolchokkana
Samantha M. Rakusan

Cum Laude
Darwin J. Smith Jr.
John E. Smith

Magna Cum Laude
Cameren J. Spiros
Kayla Stein
Andrew D. Sullivan
Kathryn E. Walker
Christopher M. Wechta
Antony K. Wu

Bachelor of Science 
in Accounting

Erica J. Andrews
Kassandra R. Barnes
Thomas I. Boggs
Tyler R. Bragg
Isaac C. Brillhart
Paul F. Frantisak
Drew J. Hammond
Cameron Kirkland
Zachary A. Koopman
Amber M. Lichtle
Wenpeng Lin
Garrett I. Livengood
Jeremy A. Mika Sr.

Summa Cum Laude
Kealey R. Moore
Annie Pang
Edward D. Pattin
Steven D. Perona

Magna Cum Laude
Steve Petrak

Magna Cum Laude
Alyssa J. Pursley
Yuvraj Sharma
Michael D. Socko
Destiny U. Threatt
Keith A. Vanke
Katie L. Wojciechowski

Magna Cum Laude

College of 
Health Professions
Founded 2012

Dean David Gordon

Bachelor of Arts

Hannah K. Colatruglio
Cum Laude

Gabrielle M. Jeffries
Magna Cum Laude

Hannah M. Plybon
Magna Cum Laude

Courtney R. Reitz
Alexandria L. Toothman

Summa Cum Laude
Geena C. Whitney

Bachelor of Arts  
in Child Life Specialist

Clarissa R. Cheung
Cum Laude

Rachel L. Connelly
Cum Laude

Lindsey E. Fiala
Cum Laude

Katie Ellen Fleck
Summa Cum Laude

Linley J. Sarver
Summa Cum Laude

Bachelor of Arts/ 
Social Work

Brooke L. Bryan
Oneida A. Clay
Tesha N. Collins

Cum Laude
Jessica K. MacClellan
Kelly Moore
Bobbi J. Niedenthal
Aisha S. Primm
Troy J. Sidner
Jessica L. Stough

Cum Laude
Randall C. Tonelli Jr.
Karlie K. Wardlaw
Doris Jean Williams
Maria Zsoldos

Cum Laude

Bachelor of Arts  
in Speech – Language 
Pathology and Audiology

Kristen M. Anaszewicz
Katie M. Constantine

Summa Cum Laude
Emma D. Gallo
Anna E. Tomayko

Summa Cum Laude
Ronnie J. Wiltrout
Lauren D. Wray

Summa Cum Laude

Candidates for  Baccalaureate Degrees
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Bachelor of Science in 
Athletic Training

Jonah M. Spoerndle
Magna Cum Laude

Bachelor of Science  
in Education

Anthony M. Ange
Kiersten S. Benford
Joseph D. Bir
Cedric Brittnum
Jonmichael T. Cheung

Cum Laude
Jawon D. Chisholm
Justin R. Cooper
Isaiah N. Dang
Mary E. Delich
Maria D. Eidam
Haley E. Erne
Jessica M. Evans

Magna Cum Laude
Nyles M. Evans
Joshua J. Foltz
Dakota Hoffman
Ryan C. Howe
Haley A. Hunnewell

Cum Laude
Adedeji A. Ibitayo
Brandan L. Johnson
Zachary A. King
Sarah A. Kirchner
Mariah M. Klenovich

Cum Laude
Katelyn M. Kluever
Brendan J. Leister

Summa Cum Laude
Timothy J. Marsek

Cum Laude
Alexander L. Martin
Michael T. Pappas
Joseph M. Parker
Ray M. Penn
Andrew M. Phillips
Midori Sato
Michael J. Sesto

Magna Cum Laude
Nicholas M. Sferra
Jon S. Shelby
Monica C. Simmons
Travis A. Springer
Shauniece L. Steele
Joshua J. Stillwell

Magna Cum Laude
Charles M. Swearingen
Rachael H. Thut
Erika L. Urbanic
Emily J. Waples

Cum Laude
Jillian A. Whited

Summa Cum Laude
Deaver S. Williamson Jr.
Alex J. Wilson
Stevie M. Wilson Jr.
Daniel J. Wypasek

Michael J. Yambor
Jessica R. Young
Brian Zeleznik

Bachelor of Science in 
Food and Environmental 
Nutrition

Jill M. Arnold
Ariel M. Meslovich

Bachelor of Science  
in Nursing

Ashley D. Anderson
Rachel N. Backer
Jessica L. Bailey
Robert J. Baker
Shawna L. Buss

Magna Cum Laude
Kimberly Cherry

Magna Cum Laude
Ryan C. Chinrock

Cum Laude
Paige L. Dabernig

Summa Cum Laude
Tara L. Davis
Erin N. Dean

Cum Laude
Leah C. Ellis
Nila T. Ellison

Magna Cum Laude
Millicent Fiagbedzi
Sarah E. Flanders

Magna Cum Laude
Meghan E. French

Magna Cum Laude
Catherine G. Genet
Alecia J. Goulet
Brittany H. Haverlick
Denise D. Hecht-Hewit
Taryn N. Jeffers

Cum Laude
Ryan A. Juhola

Hannah Kankam
Julie A. Kloeppel
Natalie A. Lauck
Yaling Li
Kristen L. Lowther
Rebecca A. MacGregor
Allisa S. Martin

Cum Laude
Olivia F. Mash
Brooke N. Miller
Lauren G. Novak
Nicole A. Ostberg
Kathleen R. Root

Summa Cum Laude
Katelyn M. Schirra
Jared T. Schlabach

Summa Cum Laude
David N. Shaffer

Magna Cum Laude
Brett A. Slagle
Shawna L. Smithberger

Magna Cum Laude
Jennifer E. Strauss

Magna Cum Laude
Abigail A. Sustar

Summa Cum Laude
Jennifer A. Syms

Magna Cum Laude
Catherine D. Tavares
Amy L. Vidika

Magna Cum Laude
Malorie A. Wendolowski

Cum Laude
Jamie L. Weyand

Cum Laude
Deborah F. Wigton
Amber Wurgler

Summa Cum Laude
Jamie E. Zemrock

Bachelor of Science  
in Respiratory Therapy 
Technology

James A. Zverloff

thirty

Candidates for  Baccalaureate Degrees (cont.)
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Wayne College
Founded 1972

Dean Todd A. Rickel

Associate of  
Applied Business in 
Business Management 
Technology

Tara R. Dalrymple
With Highest Distinction

Amber J. Haney
With Highest Distinction

Henry Schoolcraft

Associate of  
Applied Science  
in Paraprofessional 
Education

Tammy S. Hamilton
With Highest Distinction

Associate of Arts

Sarah E. Davis
Cierra Good
Christina L. Saxer

Associate of Science

Matthew Davis
Joshua D. Lewis
April E. Schar

With Highest Distinction
Joshua W. Wise

College of  
Health Professions
Founded 2012

Dean David Gordon

Associate of  
Applied Science  
in Community Services 
Technology

Charles H. Lewis
Dale R. Nye

With Highest Distinction

Associate of  
Applied Science  
in Medical Assisting 
Technology

Jamie L. Griggs
Dominick P. Liviola
Kristina L. McNair
Elizabeth M. Merillat
Cynthia Nixon
Caitlin M. Peck
Brandi M. Prior
Amanda M. Ross
Kathryn G. Rufener
Diamond N. Suttles
Jessica Uhelsky
Karen L. Winston

Candidates for  Associate Degrees

Associate of  
Applied Science in 
Surgical Technology

Alyse M. Bowling
With Distinction

Samantha K. Calder
Connor J. Chronowski
Erin A. Eggert
Bobby J. Ellis
Shyla R. Ellis
Shelby J. Giblin
Kimber L. Kinnen
Alina L. Leos

With Distinction
Samantha M. O’Brien
Alicia M. Paxton

With Distinction
Anthony F. Sherman
Kristen A. Tucker

With Highest Distinction

thirty-one
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 Recognition of the 
Reserve Officers’ Training Corps

Established in 1918

The following cadet is commissioned as a Second Lieutenant:

United States Army

Ryan Pearce

thirty-two
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thirty-three

.Statue of  John R. Buchtel

This statue of John R. Buchtel stands in the middle of the campus he helped found in 1870.
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thirty-four

The Alma Mater

    Chorus

The Alma Mater for The University of Akron was written by the Rev. Augustus B. Church, who was the last 
Universalist clergy to serve as president of Buchtel College (1901–1912). He was also the first person to assume 
the board responsibilities of chief executive officer. In fact, Church served both as president and as a trustee 
of the institution — as well as pastor of the First Universalist Church of Akron. Dr. Church understood the 
importance of higher education as a means to improve society, and he worked diligently on projects to successfully 
link the educational efforts of Buchtel College with the needs of a growing city. During his presidency, 
Buchtel College offered the world’s first courses in rubber chemistry (1909).
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thirty-five

The  Akron Blue and Gold

The University of Akron’s fight song, “The Akron Blue and Gold,” was written in 1939 by Fred Waring, 
nationally known composer and leader of the wildly popular band, “Fred Waring and the Pennsylvanians.” 
In response to a request from the University’s student newspaper, Waring wrote “a distinctive song” for 
The University of Akron. “The Akron Blue and Gold” premiered over his nbc hookup on November 17, 1939, and 
has been used as the University’s fight song ever since.

12843v3 UA Summer 2015.indd   35 7/28/15   4:42 PM



thirty-six

This program is not an official graduation list. 

While every effort is made to ensure accuracy in this commencement program, printing deadlines sometimes  
prevent inclusion of candidates names, or may result in the use of names of persons not completing graduation 
requirements. All honors indicated in this program are tentative. Official degree honors for diplomas and 
transcripts will be determined after final grades are reported. This printed program, therefore, should not 
be used to determine a student’s academic or degree status. The University’s official registry for conferral of 
degrees is the student’s permanent academic record, kept by the Office of the University Registrar, Simmons 
Hall, Akron, OH 44325-6208.

Commencement  
Video Recording
Order commencement video online at  
http://www.akron.edu/registrar/graduation/comm-video-order.dot. 
Cost is $25 per DVD, the deadline for ordering is October 1, 2015.

Order commencement photos  
online at www.gradimages.com.
Enter your Last Name, School and Graduation Year from the 
dropdown menu.  If you need additional assistance, please call 
GradImages customer service department at 800-261-2576 or 
email giservice@gradimages.net.
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