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Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Safety of United Nations and 

Associated Personnel 

(New York, 8 December 2005) 
 

 

OBJECTIVES 

 

The Convention on the Safety of United Nations and Associated Personnel (the Convention), which was adopted on 

9 December 1994, is a key legal instrument in efforts to give United Nations and associated personnel the security and the 

environment they need to do their work.  Its entry into force in 1999 was a major step forward in strengthening the legal 

regime surrounding United Nations protection. The scope of the Convention covered United Nations operations where 

such operations are for the purpose of maintaining or restoring international peace and security, or where the Security 

Council or the General Assembly has declared that an exceptional risk exists to the safety of the personnel participating in 

the operation.  Humanitarian, development, and other non-peacekeeping operations were covered only through such a 

declaration of exceptional risk.  This was considered to be a serious flaw as there are no generally agreed criteria for 

determining whether such a risk exists.  The new Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Safety of United Nations and 

Associated Personnel (the Optional Protocol) corrects this flaw.  It expands the legal protection to all other United Nations 

operations, from emergency humanitarian assistance to peace building and the delivery of humanitarian, political and 

development assistance. 

 

KEY PROVISIONS 

 

The Optional Protocol expands the scope of the Convention to all other United Nations operations established by a 

competent organ of the United Nations in accordance with the United Nations Charter and conducted under United 

Nations authority and control for the purpose of (a) delivering humanitarian, political or development assistance in peace 

building, or (b) delivering emergency humanitarian assistance.  A host State may make a declaration to the Secretary-

General of the United Nations that it shall not apply the provisions of the Optional Protocol with respect to the delivery of 

emergency humanitarian assistance conducted in response to a natural disaster. 

The duty of a Party to the Optional Protocol with respect to the application of article 8 of the Convention to United 

Nations operations as defined in the Optional Protocol shall be without prejudice to its right to take action in the exercise 

of its national jurisdiction over any United Nations or associated personnel who violates the laws and regulations of that 

Party, provided that such action is not in violation of any other international law obligation of the Party. 

 

ENTRY INTO FORCE 

 

The Optional Protocol is not in force.  The Optional Protocol shall enter into force thirty days after twenty-two 

instruments of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession have been deposited with the Secretary-General of the 

United Nations (article VI).  

 

HOW TO BECOME A PARTY 

 

The Optional Protocol is closed for signature. It is subject to ratification, acceptance or approval by the signatory 

States, and is open to accession by any non-signatory State (article V). 
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Any State which is not a Party to the Convention may ratify, accept, approve or accede to the Optional Protocol if at 

the same time it ratifies, accepts, approves or accedes to the Convention in accordance with articles 25 and 26 of the 

Convention (article V). 

 

OPTIONAL AND/OR MANDATORY DECLARATIONS AND NOTIFICATIONS 

 

The Optional Protocol is silent with regard to declarations and notifications. 

 

RESERVATIONS 

 

The Optional Protocol is silent with regard to reservations. 

 

DENUNCIATION/WITHDRAWAL 

 

Any Party may denounce the Optional Protocol by written notification to the depositary. Denunciation shall take 

effect one year following the date on which notification is received by the depositary (article VII). 
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