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Release notes: November 2021
- Updates to TBDC/BAM-C data

- Updates to the SAII List

- SAII nomination and public display period

- TBDC enhancements coming soon

Important information is contained in 

the ‘red box’ tips throughout this 

document.



1. Updates to TBDC and BAM-C data



Changes to data and survey information
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 When BAM-C filter criteria (such as a PCT 

to species association) is amended, this may 

affect the species that require assessment.

 When opening BAM-C, take a 

screenshot of any alert 

identifying a data change.

Alerts will not display once the 

case has been saved.

Import to BAM-C on 24th November included the following changes:

• Amendments to some species and TEC data including:

• PCT associations

• IBRA subregion associations

• geographic limitations

• Barking Owl patch size

• Lepidium monoplocoides survey months

• Decommissioning of PCT1713 and PCT1761.

• Other changes to TBDC data include:

• addition of detailed survey advice for Major Mitchell’s Cockatoo

• addition of text for species on the Important Habitat Map.



East Coast PCTs in TBDC
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• The TBDC displays new east coast PCT 

associations for species and TECs.

• The TBDC doesn’t discriminate between 

the BC Act or EPBC Act listing.

• The east coast PCTs will replace existing 

PCTs in TBDC and Veg-C in 2022.

A pre-release of east coast PCT mapping is available upon request:

Integrated BioNet Vegetation Data Package v1.1.0 for the Eastern NSW PCT data, tool and maps are now 

available under licence. To obtain a copy of the data package, email bionet@environment.nsw.gov.au. For 

more information: NSW Integrated BioNet Vegetation Data program

(https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals-and-plants/biodiversity/nsw-bionet/integrated-bionet-

vegetation-data-program)

Accredited assessors must not 

consider the east coast PCTs in the 

assessment of threatened species or 

TECs when applying the BAM until 

they are migrated into the BAM-C.



2. Updates to SAII list, SAII nominations 

and the introduction of a public display 

period



Update to list of entities at risk of SAII - October 2021
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Species added

Lobelia claviflora

Species removed

Anthosachne kingiana subsp. kingiana

Calystegia affinis

Coprosma inopinata

Geniostoma huttonii

Gudeoconcha sophiae magnifica

Lepidorrhachis mooreana

Mystivagor mastersi

Polystichum moorei

Pseudocharopa ledgbirdi

Pseudocharopa whiteleggei

Xylosma parvifolia

TECs removed

Gnarled Mossy Cloud forest on Lord Howe Island

Lagunaria Swamp Forest on Lord Howe Island

TECs with amended SAII principles

N/A

Species with amended SAII principles

N/A

TECs added

N/A

Entities endemic to Lord Howe Island have been removed 

from the SAII list, as they are not assessed under the BOS.

No other entities have been removed from the SAII list during 

this update.

Lobelia claviflora has been added to the SAII list but is not yet 

available within BAM-C.

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals-and-plants/biodiversity-offsets-scheme/local-government-and-other-decision-makers/serious-and-irreversible-impacts-of-development/nominated-entities


SAII nominations
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SAII nominations are encouraged where data clearly indicates 

that the SAII list is incorrect.

Anyone can lodge a SAII nomination to add or remove a 

species or TEC, or amend the SAII principles for an entity.

All nominations will be anonymously displayed for public 

comment prior to review by DPIE.

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals-and-plants/biodiversity-offsets-scheme/local-government-and-other-decision-makers/serious-and-irreversible-impacts-of-development/threatened-species-serious-irreversible-harm
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals-and-plants/biodiversity-offsets-scheme/local-government-and-other-decision-makers/serious-and-irreversible-impacts-of-development/threatened-ecological-communities-serious-irreversible-harm


Public display of SAII nominations
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Any SAII nominations received will be publicly displayed

anonymously for 21 days during January/February and July/August 

each year.

Feedback is encouraged via the appropriate nomination form.

At the close of the public display period, the Department will review 

each nomination and any public feedback, and either approve or 

reject the nomination.

The SAII list will be updated twice a year with any approved 

nominations.

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals-and-plants/biodiversity-offsets-scheme/local-government-and-other-decision-makers/serious-and-irreversible-impacts-of-development/nominated-entities


TBDC enhancements coming soon



Summary of BioNet Atlas enhancements
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Enhancements to the TBDC will include:

• New dedicated tab for biodiversity risk weighting and SAII information

• New SAII data fields to support the implementation of BAM 2020

• Removal of SAII threshold fields

• New dedicated Survey Comments field

• Changes dual credit terminology – breeding/foraging to species credit/ecosystem 

credit

• Updated Patch Size thresholds to reflect the BAM

• Width increase to text fields to improve readability

• Individual TEC profiles for each EPBC Act TEC.

Enhancements to the Species Names database will include:

• Additional fields in the Species Names database to indicate species that are a high 

threat weed or are on the widely cultivated native species list

These enhancements should become operational in the TBDC in late 2021/early 2022.

The new fields relating to SAII, 

high threat weeds and widely 

cultivated native species will be 

available, but will remain blank 

until data is compiled and loaded 

into the TBDC.



Biodiversity risk weighting & SAII
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The TBDC ‘ecological data’ will include a tab dedicated to 

biodiversity risk weighting and serious and irreversible 

impacts (SAII). This tab enables the display of:

• all information relating to biodiversity risk weighting 

(sensitivity to loss and gain)

• SAII status and the principles that apply.

Users will need to be a registered user of BioNet Atlas to 

access this data. Visit the BioNet homepage to register: 

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals-and-

plants/biodiversity/nsw-bionet

The new SAII tab will display SAII 

status and the principles that apply, 

but the supporting fields such as 

‘Area of Occupancy’ will remain 

blank until data is compiled and 

loaded into the TBDC.

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals-and-plants/biodiversity/nsw-bionet


New ‘Survey Comments’ field
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The TBDC records survey information for many species that are not covered by current DPIE survey guides:

• Currently captured in the General Notes field

• Survey text will be moved to new Survey Comments field.

The new ‘Survey Comments’ 

field will remain blank until 

data is populated from the 

‘General Notes’ field.



Other enhancements

13

Other enhancements include:

• Changing dual credit terminology from ‘breeding’ and ‘foraging’ 

to ‘species credit’ and ‘ecosystem credit’ as the former 

terminology did not suit all dual credit species, such as those 

with important mapped areas

• Minor changes to the Patch Size thresholds to correctly reflect 

the BAM

• Changing field widths for all comments fields to better use the 

page width and improve readability.



Resources and Support

Assessor resources and contacts for support include:

• DPIE webpages:

• Revised Biodiversity Assessment Method (BAM);

• Accredited assessors website:

• Assessor resources (links to legislation, databases, manuals and guidelines, assessor 
correspondence);

• Assessor frequently asked questions;

• BAM support webinars;

• Serious and Irreversible Impacts (SAII) guidance and list of entities at risk;

• Threatened species profile search;

• Saving our Species (SoS) program;

• NSW Scientific Committee Determinations;

• EPBC profile database (species and ecological communities);

• PlantNet (NSW flora online);

• NSW government SEED database (publicly available environmental data);

• BAM Support Mailbox.

If you have any questions, feedback or 

issues as a result of the update to the 

BAM-C, 

please contact us at 

bam.support@environment.nsw.gov.au.
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https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals-and-plants/biodiversity/biodiversity-assessment-method
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals-and-plants/biodiversity/accredited-assessors/assessor-resources
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals-and-plants/biodiversity/accredited-assessors/assessor-questions-and-answers
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals-and-plants/biodiversity/accredited-assessors/biodiversity-assessment-method-support-webinars
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals-and-plants/biodiversity/biodiversity-offsets-scheme/serious-and-irreversible-impacts
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals-and-plants/threatened-species/saving-our-species-program
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals-and-plants/threatened-species/nsw-threatened-species-scientific-committee/determinations/final-determinations/2017-2018/snowpatch-feldmark-critically-endangered-ecological-community-listing
https://www.environment.gov.au/cgi-bin/sprat/public/sprat.pl
http://plantnet.rbgsyd.nsw.gov.au/floraonline.htm
https://www.seed.nsw.gov.au/
mailto:bam.support@environment.nsw.gov.au

